




by Kamal Butti

June 1, 1972: President Bakr 
declaring, on Baghdad TV. 
the nationalisation of IPC

That confrontation concerning

N o nation can claim to be 
fully independent and 
sovereign without achie­

ving economic independence as 
well. In Iraq's contemporary his­
tory, the July 14, 1958, revolu­
tion put an end to the military 
and political presence of imper­
ialism and thus restored a very 
vital part of national independ­
ence and sovereignty of the 
country. But this independence 
remained incomplete so long 
as foreign imperialist domination 
continued over the main national 
resource of the country, namely, 
oil. This national wealth was in 
practice plundered by the foreign 
oil monopolies for about half a 
century. In fact these oil mono 
polies were a veritable state by 
themselves within the Iraqi state.

For long years, those mono­
polies exploited our oil, paying 
most cheaply for it. while gob­
bling fabulous profits from its sale 
on the world markets. This state 
of affairs kept Iraq short of money 
and backward in all aspects of 
life, because the monopolies' sub­
versive. activities were not only 
confined to economic blackmail 
through forced reduction of pro­
duction and manipulations of oil 
prices, but also extended to full 
political subversion and the en­
gineering of plots for disrupting 
the whole life of the country.

The Significance of 
Oil Nationalisation

True, the July 14, 1958 Revo­
lution, in an attempt to liberate 
our oil from the clutches of mono­
polies, enacted Law No. 80 of 
1961 and initiated the direct na­
tional exploitation of oil; but this 
Law fell short of expectations due 
to the autocratic nature of the 
then regime whose aversion to 
the people and lack of revolu­
tionary vision resulted in its com­
plete isolation and total disarma­
ment in confronting the vicious 
imperialist schemings. Conse­
quently, the monopolies retaliated 
by reducing the production of oil, 
which meant less income for the 
country, the escalation of sub­
versive activities and the inability 
of the regime to survive.

On the other hand, the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party (ABSP) 
which led the July 17, 1968, Re­
volution, always maintained, 
even before its assumption of 
power, that economic independ­
ence was a central aim of the 
Arab revolutionary movement; 
this independence was parallel in 
importance to political independ­
ence and complementary to it. 
Without real economic independ­
ence, political independence lost 
its most important pillar and con­
tent and remained constantly 
threatened.

It is no more a secret that the 
neo-imperialists are still exploiting 
the emerging nations, both in res­
pect of the latter's raw material 
and ever increasing need for in­
dustrialised commodities. It has 
become evident that imperialist 
control of basic national resour­
ces of emerging nations still 
constitute one of the most dan­
gerous forms of economic exploi-

tation. The revenues of the under­
developed nations from their na­

tional resources remain ridicu- 
lously little. These nominal re­
venues delay the development of 
newly independent nations or 
direct such a development to­
wards permanent economic de­
pendence, thus keeoing the world 
divided into rich and poor nations.

The July 17 Revolution was 
fully equipped and prepared for 
a showdown with the oil mono­
polies operating in Iraq when the 
confrontation took place in 1970.

production and royalties assumed 
both political and economic na­
ture. On the domestic political 
level, the ABSP was broadening 
the base of the regime through 
the formation of the National 
Front thus ensuring the support 
of the masses. Economically, the 
government had already made a 
decisive start along the path of 
direct national exploitation of oil 
through the completion of the 
first stage of the rich Rumaila 
oilfield in the southern part of the 
country which started actual 
production in April 1972. Thus, 
the country had already full tech­
nical expertise in oil industry. On 
the international level, the regime 
had already established a militant 
alliance with the world revolution­
ary forces and the socialist com­
munity. When Iraq nationalised 
the operations of the foreign Iraq 

Petroleum Company on the First

of June, 1972, the whole country 
was already mobilised and equip­
ped to face the challenge of the 
monopolies.

The oil nationalisation in Iraq 
was considered equal in import­
ance to that of the Suez Canal 
in 1956. And despite the foreign 
monopolies' machinations to 
strike at the nationalisation, the 
solid unity of the people and the 
solidarity of the Arab, socialist 
and Afro-Asian countries which 
helped in expounding the right­
eous cause of Iraq to world pub­
lic opinion and exposing the ar­
bitrary stand and ill schemings 
of the oil monopolies, turned the 
nationalisation into success. The 
nationalisation act came to signify 
the struggle of the poor and ex­
ploited peoples against the ra­
pacious international monopolies. 
All the forecasts of the "immin­
ent collapse" of Iraq were soon

to explode like soap bubbles; and 
nine months later, on the First 
of March 1973, the oil monopo­
lies had to submit to the will of 
the Iraqi people and recognise 
the legitimacy of the nationalisa­
tion act.

Oil nationalisation ushered in a 
new international era that neces­
sitated tangible changes in world 
politics and economic order; it 
encouraged other raw-material 
producing countries to press for 
a fair and just price of their com­
modities.

We are not going to elaborate 
on the impact of oil on the pre­
sent energy crisis, the plunder 
and manipulation of this resource 
by the monopolist oil companies 
which is contributing to this cri­
sis, or the U.S threats to forcibly 
occupying the oilfields and "en­
sure" the flow of oil to the West s 
machinery, but to confine our­
selves to the right of nations to 
control their resources and make 
use of such resources in their 
development and progress. No 
sane person can deny these na­
tions their inalienable right. Be­
sides, it is unfair that the West, 
which was receiving our oil so 
cheap, embarks on developing and 
enhancing its "civilisation" and 
depriving the developing count­
ries, the owners of this wealth, 
of the bliss of progress.

Iraq needs every penny from 
its national wealth to undertake 
industrial and agricultural projects 
with the aim of uplifting the 
standard of living of its people 
who are in dire need for a better 
life. The oil nationalisation has 
enabled the government to im­
plement a plethora of projects 
towards this end. Our nationalisa­
tion was not against the progress 
of the world but a demand neces­
sitated by our modern age ol 
equality among nations and peo­
ples. The nil revenues are now 
put in the service of the whole 
people, not a bunch of oil mono­
polists and interested quarters.



Ath-Thawra commentary

C a rte r ’s M .E. Plan 
and the role of 
Defeatist A rab Regim es

The following are excerpts from the re­
cently serialised commentary of the daily Ath- 
Thawra, the organ of the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party (ABSP), Baghdad, on Carter's Middle 
East Plan and the role of defeatist Arab re­
gimes:

W elcoming the outgoing Zionist Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin in the White' House on the 

demilitarised zones or zones
(manned by Zionist soldiers)
tering stations

IV. These "defensible l
area not less than 20 km wi
be big enough to contain th
parts of the Golan Heights; 
to the Litam river, which h
military, political and econo



— directly and without a third person, other than 
the US.
FINAL SETTLEMENT REMOTE

A scrutiny of the Carter Plan reveals that final 
settlement of the Arab-Zionist conflict is quite re­
mote. What looms in the horizon is a return to 
the "step by step" policy bearing the new name 
of "phase by phase” . The pre-requisite for a final 
settlement, as said by Mr. Carter himself, is the 
official recognition of "Israel" and the demonstra­
tion of this recognition in the form of legal institu­
tions and normal relations.

The Carter Plan shows how false the moral 
policy he pledged to follow. For the first time in 
history, we hear that a state is entitled to readjust 
its borders by annexing others* lands. More 

where they can gather togeth
sarily in the land of Palestin

It is common knowledg
enemy insists that "there is n
ian state between Jordan an
meticulous tracing of the attit
the Palestinian question show
with that of "Israel". Presiden
that he favoured the settlem
in autonomous areas in Jorda

NOTHING BUT GUNS
The Palestinian refugee

living in tents in Lebanon an
the Resistance Movement. A
humiliation, suppression an
on nothing but their guns fo
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The OPEC countries which passed through 
many a severe test in the previous stages are still 
capable of taking the stands and steps which will 
help them to draw a counter plan and subsequently 
impose on the United States a different course of 
policy.

Like any other states, the U.S. is subject to 
its own interests, and acts accordingly. Its stand 
regarding a certain problem or another springs not 
from the conscience, sense of justice or desire to eli­
minate injustice inflicted on others, but primarily 
and basically from its own interests. In so far as 
the U.S. reckons that these interests are exposed 
to loss or jeopardy, then and there she may assume 

But, for the U.S., to d
Arab oil fields to its dry we
not for actual use, but only
and for being outside the 
fluence of oil and the oil sta
political consequences of su
have repercussions shortly
might subsequently resort t
from the U.S.

3. Oil pricing is not a
rate economic operation. T
subject to other than the 
present, so much so that p



Organised peasant 
masses enjoy 
meaningful life

by Abdul Razzak Fahmi

he development of
countryside ana its
transformation from n

neglected environment into mo­
dern socialist society matching 
many rural societies in the ad­
vanced countries has been one of
the major tasks tnat the Arab 
Baath Socialist Darty (ABSP) 
and the 17 July Revolution ple­
dged to realize.

Promulgating a number of 
agrarian reform laws including 
the latest Law No. 90 of 1975 
regulating land ownership in the 
Autonomous Area was but part 
of the extensive programme laid 
down by the Revolution for the 
development of the agricultural 
sector in the country and for im­
proving the working and living 
conditions of the peasant mas­
ses.

The agricultural renaissance in 
Iraq has greatly developed in the 
recent years. The farmers, who 
in the past, were groaning under 
the yoke of exploitation and feu­
dalism, are also enjoying a mean­
ingful life.

The revolutionary government 
is devoting increasing attention to . 
the agricultural movement from 
all aspects. It has initiated a com­
prehensive plan, termed as "the

green revolution", which seeks 
to attain the following tasks:

Land reclamation, construction 
of huge drainage and irrigation 
systems, introduction of modern 
machinery, setting up of fertilizer 
plants, extension of subsidies and 
advisory services to farmers, 
construction of modern villages 
supplied with electricity and pure- 
water systems as well as with 
schools and up-to-date medical 
facilities and frequent enlight­
enment campaigns.

These are only a few examples 
for the profound care this sector 
is receiving from the government,

Being emancipated from the 
fetters of feudalism and exploita­
tion. the Iraqi peasant at the mo­
ment is the master of his land. In 
addition to the aid he receives 
from government, he practises his 
profession in a free democratic 
manner and expresses his views 
and needs through the societies 
and councils in which he is an 
active member.

This month witnessed the end 
of several election campaigns 
waged by peasants for electing 
executive bureaus and central 
councils of their associations at 
village, district and governorate

In Baghdad there was another 
significant agricultural event. It 
was the convocation of the 5th 
general conference of the General 
Federation of Peasants Coopera­
tive Associations (9-13 May).

Held under the patronage of 
President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr

and under the theme of "With 
peasant organisation, we realize 
the party's and revolution's aspira­
tions in stepping up production 
and building the socialist country­
side", the conference held at 
al-Mustansiriyah University con­
ference hall, elected their execu­
tive bureau and central council 
and drew up their plan of action 
for the forthcoming phase.

■ The 5th conference was of 
special significance in view of the 
fact that it represented the larg­
est sector of the vocational 
organizations in Iraq; and it was

held in the wake of intensification 
of the imperialist-Zionist reaction­
ary onslaught on the Arab nation 
on the one hand, and the vigorous 
resistance of progressive revolu­
tionary forces, with the Iraqis in 
the forefront, on the other. Hence 
great importance was attached to 
the conference to come out with 
fruitful results serving the inter­
ests of the huge peasant masses 
and safeguarding the revolution's 
objectives and aspirations in 
achieving welfare and progress 
for the whole people.

"The peasant masses are put­
ting before you colossal tasks and 
are looking forward to your con­
ference to achieve their aspira 
tions in developing the political, 
economic and social work in 
the countryside and establish­
ing a revolutionary peasant orga­
nization capable of fulfilling the 
assignments it shouldered in the 
existing stage", said Mr. Abdul 
Fattah Mohammed Amin, ABSP 
regional Leadership member and 
Minister of State, who was de­
puted by President Ahmed 
Hassan al-Bakr to open the con­
ference on his behalf.

In his opening address Mr 
Amin also said, "The theme of 
your conference expresses in a 
precise and concentrated way the 
basic errands you ought to ful­
fill in the next stage as these 
errands are closely connected 
with the aspirations of the party 
and the 17 July Revolution. The 
imperialists and their co-partners 
in feudalism and reaction had for 
many years attempted to crush 
and oppress the peasants and 
deny them the simplest social 
rights.

The President's representative, 
while expounding the party's ob­
jectives, said, "The political anu 
economic emancipation of the 
peasant masses, final liquidation 
of feudalism, regeneration of hu­
man energies in the countryside, 
creation of favourable conditions 
for building a political and eco­
nomic peasant organisation cap­
able of actively contributing to 
laying down the foundations of 
socialist transformation in the 
countryside, have all been the 
prime objectives of the ABSP".

Results of the Conference

A t the conclusion of its ses­
sions the conference elected 121- 
member central council and 21- 
member executive bureau. It also 
decided to:

•  publicise and deepen the 
revolutionary concepts among 
peasants and cement socialist 
relationships,

•  increase the educational 
campaings so that farmers may 
grasp and comply with the rules 
and regulations issued on the 
development of agriculture and 
countryside.

•  expand administration of 
scientific techniques in agriculture 
and rely on mechanisation as 
much as possible.

•  adopt collective farming, on 
the grounds that they are modern­
ised means of agriculture.

•  pay further care to livestock 
and expand veterinary services.



•  Improve the facilities for 
marketing of crops,

•  promote the relations with 
other Arab and international or­
ganizations dealing with agricul­
ture, establish an Arab fund for 
extending financial and material 
assistance to peasant organiza­
tions in the countries whose fin­
ancial and material capabilities 
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Gone are the days ^ ^
of McCarthy and Dulles

r. Jacob Javits, member of the Foreign 
Relations Committee of the US Senate, 
has accused four Arab countries including 

Iraq of "harbouring international terrorists”  and 
"supporting the Palestinian rejectionists". In his 
report to the committee which he made public 
on May 8, Mr. Javits called upon the "civilised 
world” to consider what actions they could take 
against these countries.

By making these accusations the US. Senator 
has only betrayed the mentality of a conservative 
imperialist who refuses to see the changes taking 
place around him. He has utterly failed to read the 
message of the time. The world today no longer 
accepts the contention that the fight against world 
imperialism is an act of international terrorism. 

der and total extermination 
form of international terrorism
manifested in Palestine, In
Latin America and the perpe
States or her proxies.
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P resident Jimmy Carter, on April 18, called 
upon the American people to conserve 
energy, stop wastage and make.sacrifices 

in order to avoid what he called "a nationial catas­
trophe” . He sounded as if he was in the grip of 
hydrophobia (or petrophobia as one may conven­
iently term it). Apparently, he was influenced by 
a CIA report which predicted that the world would

Carter’s Fuel W ar

the Congress. In his February 16 me
velt warned the nation that "our ene
ere not inexhaustible” .

In recent years both Richard Nix
Ford asked the American people to m
to meet the "energy crisis". Both of t
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In plain man's words, the developing countries 
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by Majid A. Shams

Sumerian
Gaming Boards
A rchaeological excava­

tions reveal many new 
facts and enrich our 

knowledge. The most exciting of 
these facts are those which shed 
light on the origin of inventions, 
ed the royal cemetery of Ur with 
an unexpected date for their 
beginnings. The use of gaming 
boards is a case in point. It is 
investing to find that ancient 
nations also used gaming boards.

designs inlaid :n materials of 
contrasting colours.

The first three figures published 
with this article are those kept in 
the Iraqi Museum. The length of 
the object in figure (1) is 28.5 
cm; and 15.5 cm the length of 
the largest part; 5 cm the length 
of the second part (bridge); 8 cm 
the length of the third part. The 
broadest part is of a width of 12.5 
cm. Only two squares in this 
board are missing, whereas, each 
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A talk, given in the lecture hall of the Centre 
by Palestinian-born Mr. Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, the 
well-known Arab novelist, poet and critic, who lives 
in Baghdad, was very well attended. Mr. Jabra, 
whose written and spoken English is as perfect as 
his Arabic, spoke on the subject of "Art, dream and 
action” and the role of the poet as motivator of 
change. He quoted from the works of outstanding 
Western and Arab poets and assessed and exa­
mined their impact on society.

THE CULTURAL CENTRE
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