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Ras Al Khaimah is the northermost of the
seven emirates which comprise the United Arab
Emirates. It takes less than two hours to drive
from Dubai to Ras Al Khaimah, but one passes
into a wholly new environment. Outside of
Sharjah on the way north the land begins to
rise. The harsh glare of the desert is left behind
and pleasing pastoral scenes emerge. Herds of
sheep, goats and camels graze on sandy hills
covered with green grass. To the left of the
road is a coastline of rare beauty: ahead, in the
distance, a majestic mountain range.

As long as men have sailed in and out of
the Gulf, Ras al Khaimah has held a special
importance. Located near the top of the
Musandam Penisula, the Emirate is the first

port of call for ships entering the Gulf through
the narrow neck of water called the Straits of
Hormuz.

Archeologists are trying to piece together a
picture of a mighty city-state which flourished
in Ras Al Khaimah thousands of years ago. It
is certain that the Ras Al Khaimans of this
time, like others to follow, were at pains to
protect their position at the entrance to the
Gulf. Ancient walls stretch around the crests of
several hills enclosing an area which must have
contained several thousand people at one time.
The remains of a vast arched vault and two
gatehouses are still clearly recognizable. [t is
said that the Queen of Sheba lived here and
dominated the waters of the Gulf with a fleet
of many ships.

H. H. Shaikh

Saqr Bin

Mohammad

Al-Qasimi

Ruler of RAS AL KHAIMAH

Shaikh Khaled Bin
Saqgr Bin Mohammad
Al Qasimi
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From recorded history it is known
that the Babylonians and Assyrians pass-
ed by Ras Al Khaimah, their vessels
laden with rich cargoes of frankincense,
spice and pearls. They also brought tim-
ber, used then as today in the construc-
tion of dhows.

Up and down the Guilf, from Kuwait
to Ras Al Khaimah, merchants and
seamen prospered as they came to carry
more and more of the trade between
distant empires on their dhows. Sea-
going dhows ventured far and wide,
from India to the coasts of Africa.

A great event occured in the seventh
century which was to change the Gulf,
the Middle East and indeed the world
for all time. This was of course the
teaching of Mohammad and the rise of
Islam. By the time Mohammad died, in
632, great numbers of people in all parts
of Arabia had embraced the new faith,
In the next 120 years, Muslim armies
swept over North Africa and Spain and
across central Asia toward China. Under
the Umayyed dynasty the Islamic capital
(Caliphate) moved from Medina to
Damascus. The Umayyeds used Julfar,
the modern Ras Al Khaimah, as their
base for consolidating power in the
Gulf.

After a number of centuries of
unprecedented glory, the Muslim empire
went into a period of decline. Then, in
the Eighteenth century, the reformist
movement known as Wahabiism brought
about a remarkable revival in Islam. Ras
al Khaimah was one of the first places
along the Gulf to embrace and draw
strength from the reformist teaching.

In the same era, European powers
were engaged in fierce competition to
control the sea routes from Africa to
India, and from India to Persia and the
Far East.

The Europeans came in great square-
rigged ships with the twin objectives of
trade and empire-building They were
not noted for taking local customs and
prerogatives into great account.

Under the leadership of the ancestors
of the present ruling family, Ras Al
Khaimah had become a prospering state.
There were big plantations in the green
and fertile interior. These helped to sup-
port a thriving seaside city of merchants,
craftsmen and seamen.

There were enough craftsmen to
build a fleet of dhows which numbered
more than 800 at one point They also
built a number of watchtowers on the
crests of hills overlooking the sea
Sentries in these towers alerted the
daring and adventurous sailors of Ras Al
Khaimah when foreign ships appeared
on the horizon. The watchtowers survive
in nearly perfect condition today as the
most famous symbol of Ras Al Khai-
mah's past.

Now it had long been the custom of
the Ras Al Khaimah sailors to exact
tribute from ships passing through what
they regarded as their territorial waters.
Fear did not move them to alter the
practice when the giant, gun-laden ships
of European nations appeared. Using
many dhows in circling actions, the Ras
Al Khaimah brought big merchant ships
and even brigs to heel. The Ras Al
Khaimans threw the anchors of their
dhows over the bows of these much
bigger ships as grapples.

The European powers which were
vying for control of the key sea routes
were at first surprised and then outraged
at being asked to pay a tollin Ras Al
Khaiman waters. There were a number
of clashes, and the European dubbed
Ras Al Khaimsh and environs « the
pirate coast ».

In 1808 the East India Company at
Bombay and the British Government,
launched an invasion and destroyed Ras
Al Khaimah. After withdrawing, the
British took the precaution of barring
further shipments of timber from Indi:
to Ras Al Khaimah.

Nevertheless, aided by the Wahat
Arabia, the Qasimi succeeded in largely
reconstructing their fleet in another
seven years. They reinstituted the toll
system, and once again there were
clashes. The British launched a second
invasion in 1819. The city of Ras Al
Khaimah fell after six days of fierce
fighting.

This time the Ras Al Khaij
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Now it had long been the custom of
the Ras Al Khaimah sailors to exact
tribute from ships passing through what
they regarded as their territorial waters.
Fear did not move them to alter the
practice when the giant, gun-laden ships
of European nations appeared. Using
many dhows in circling actions, the Ras
Al Khaimah brought big merchant ships
and even brigs to heel. The Ras Al
Khaimans threw the anchors of their
dhows over the bows of these much
bigger ships as grapples.

The European powers which were
vying for control of the key sea routes
were at first surprised and then outraged
at being asked to pay a toll in Ras Al
Khaiman waters, There were a number
of clashes, and the European dubbed
Ras Al Khaimah and environs « the
pirate coast ».

In 1808 the East India Company at
Bombay and the British Government,
launched an invasion and destroyed Ras
Al Khaimah. After withdrawing, the
British took the precaution of barring
further shipments of timber from India
to Ras Al Khaimah.

Nevertheless, aided by the Wahabis in
Arabia, the Qasimi succeeded in largely
reconstructing their fleet in another
seven years. They reinstituted the toll
system, and once again there were
clashes. The British launched a second
invasion in 1819. The city of Ras Al
Khaimah fell after six days of fierce
fighting.

This time the Ras Al Khaimans were
obliged to sign a treaty forfeiting con-
trol of their coastal waters. A period of
relative peace and quiet foliowed. The
so-called « pirate coastn» became the
# trucial coast ».

Under the wise leadership of His
Highness Sheikh Sagr bin Mohammad
al-Qasimi, Ras Al Khaimah has staged a
remarkable resurgence since 1948. The
Ruler has laid the foundations of a
modern  state, equipping Ras Al
Khaimah with a first rate road system,
an electrical system, schools and hos-
pitals, an international airport and, now,
a powerful new earth station.

At the same time, the Ruler has
instituted a wide range of income-
producing projects. With the recent dis-
covery of oil in the coastal waters, Ras
Al Khaimah's future looks brighter than
ever.

In the midst of all these activities,
Sheikh Saqr, an avid historian and a
vivid racounteur, is not forgetting the
past. Under his instructions, one of the
Qasimi palaces in being turned into a
museum commemorating the rich and
colorful past of Ras Al Khaimah.




Ras Al Khaimah has come a long
way very quickly in developing the
various aspects of a modern state. In
addition to the giant new earth station,
the Emirate has an international airport,
a huge cement plant, a fishmeal factory,
a steel rolling mill, and a marble factory.
Work is already in progress on sandlime
brick and cement block plants. Ras Al
Khaimah exports up to 10,000 tons of
rock a day to Saudi Arabia currently
and will be in a position to boost rock
and other exports substantially when the
first berth of a new seaport in the
industrial area of Khor Khawayr open
later this year. There are already 18
banks in Ras Al Khaimah and three
more will open soon. A 250-room Inter-
Continental Hotel is being built and
other plans are being laid for developing
the Emirate's great tourist potential.

These achievements are all the more
remarkable when put into context. The
first road connecting Ras Al Khaimah
with other emirates was completed less
than ten years ago. This was built and
financed by the Saudi Arabian Govern-
ment during the time of the late King
Faisal. Then there were no telephones,
no telex machines — no modern com-
munication at all.

Up until the present day, Ras Al
Khaimah has pursued its development
plans without the benefit of 0il.Two rigs are
exploring for oil now off the coast of
Ras Al Khaimah. Oil has been struck at
16,000 feet in one location, with a
proven capacity of 4,000b/d. Oil
experts are confident that the offshore
fields contain substantial quantities of
oil.

Under the wise leadership of His
Highness Sheikh Sagr bin Mohammad
al-Qasimi, the Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah,
H.H. Sheikh Khaled bin Sagr al-Qasimi
the Crown Prince, and brothers of the
Ruler in governmental office, the
Emirate has concentrated on a wide
range of income-producing projects cen-
tered on natural resources presently
available. Oil aside, Ras Al Khaimah is
as rich in natural resources as any place
in the Gulf. The ruling family has been

unusually successful in persuading neigh-
bours and foreign companies to invest in
tapping these natural resources.

« We have been getting credit facil-
ities and loans with a view to setting up
projects which will repay those loans »,
notes H.H. Sheikh Khaled bin Sagr, the
Crown Prince, « One of our main object-
ives was to have productive projects.
The limestone brick plant will earn
money. The rock will earn money. The
fish meal will earn money. All these and
others are profit-earning projects. And
soon all our projects will be crowned by
the production and exploitation of
crude oil ».

The mountains of Ras Al Khaimah are
the only place in the Gulf where there is
a tremendous quantity of first-quality
limestone rock. This rock is ideal for
making cement and concrete capable of
withstanding the intense heat, humidity
and salty soil conditions of the Gulf.

Huge amounts of the rock are quar-
ried out daily and sent by barge to
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and other places.
The supply seems virtually inexhaustible.
It will last for another thousand years at
least at present rates of exploitation.
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The Union Cement Co., a Norweg-
jan-operated plant which is jointly
owned by the Ras Al Khaimah govern-
ment, Abou Dhabi government, and
UAE investors, also uses the rock to
make what is probably the finest quality
cement in the area. Soon the company
will produce a special high-strength
cement, for use in the oil industry. At
present, the company produces 700 tons
of cement a day. Plans are in hand to
increase capacity to a total of 2,900
tons a day by 1979. Production from
the second extension will commence in
October 1977.

Kuwait has announced that it will
finance the construction of another
cement plant in Ras Al Khaimah which
will also produce 3,000 tons a day. The
output will be earmarked for Kuwaiti
use.

McDermott of Dubai has a steel roll-
ing mill in Ras Al Khaimah and plans to
expand the operation to include a vessel
shop with a beam-line machine for steel
module construction.

The rapid development of such
projects has brought many foreigners
into Ras Al Khaimah. The number of
Western expatriates has risen from a few
dozens to several hundred in the last
couple of years. There is a sizeable
number of immigrant laborers from Asia
but native Ras Al Khaimans constitute a
large majority of the resident population
of 80,000. The Ras Al Khaimah govern-
ment has expanded all the basic facilities
upon which rapid development depends.

The Ras Al Khaimah Telecom-
munications Authority is opening new
telephone and telex exchanges this
spring. It expects to triple the number
of telex subscribers and more than
double the number of telephone sub-
scribers before the year end.

Opened a year ago, the Ras Al
Khaimah International Airport has
already proved a vital asset. It was used
extensively by Siemens for receiving
equipment for the new earth station.
Kuwait Airways and Syrian Arab Air-
lines operate regular flights to the new
airport and other carriers notably MEA
are being lined up.

The first berth at the new deep-water
port will open in July and the second in
October. Five more berths will be
phased in over the next year, two of
them equipped with roll on-roll-off
facilities.

For all that is going on in Ras Al
Khaimah, the Emirate retains an infor-
mal, friendly atmosphere. Foreign com-
panies and investors find easy access to
the leaders. There is a minimum of red

tape and foreigners are allowed to own
land and set up businesses on their own.

Good opportunities exist in a number
of areas, especially agriculture and
tourism. Ras Al Khaimah is unique
among the seven emirates in that nearly
a fifth of its land is under cultivation. A
large experimental farm is showing the
way to greater productivity in both
crops and livestock

As for tourism, Ras Al Khaimah is
blessed with superb beaches, rolling
green hills and a wealth of historical
artifacts. It also has superb natural hot
springs. Plans are being made now for
opening health spas.
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The inauguration of the giant Ras Al
Khaimah earth station brings the era
of space communications to Ras Al
Khaimah and marks a decisive step for-
ward in the Emirate’s development
program.

The earth station, situated at the
foot of the Jebel Al Ashker mountain
outside the city of Ras Al Khaimah,
gives Ras Al Khaimah a telecommun-
ications capability which is second to
none in the modern world.

The earth station includes one of the
biggest dishes ever built for people-to-
people communication. The Standard A
dish measures 107 feet across and is
tilted at a 59 degree angle to a space
satellite — Intelsat IV — in geo-station-
ary orbit 22,300 miles over the Indian
Ocean.

The earth station is capable of oper-
ating up to 972 channels at a time,
routing telephone calls, telex messages,
data transmissions and even whole tel-
evision programs live and in color bet-
ween Ras Al Khaimah and the farthest
corners of the globe.

By transmitting signals via Intelsat
IV, the Ras Al Khaimah earth station
can route calls instantly to other
stations which use the same satellite.
These include Kuwait, Great Britain,
Pakistan, Iran, Lebanon, ltaly and West
Germany.

Furthermore, almost any other
country in the world can be reached via
transit circuits from these partner

stations. Thus, a call from Ras Al
Khaimah to New York is transmitted to
Intelsat IV, which sends it to Goon
Hilly, the British earth station, which
reroutes the call by submarine cable to
an exchange in the United States

The whole process takes place in a
matter of seconds.

A person in Ras Al Khaimah can
telephone someone in Europe, the
United States or many other countries
almost as easily as phoning his neighbor
down the street

His Highness Sheikh Sagr bin
Mohammad al Qasimi was one of the
few people to forsee the tremendous
advantages in having a modern earth
station to stimulate and sustain the
rapid developments which are occuring
in many fields in Ras Al Khaimah. The
ruler took great personal care in assemb-
ling a team of the finest international
companies to install and operate the
earth station. He was ably assisted in
this effort by his son, Crown Prince
Khalid bin Saqr al Qasimi.
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After a thorough study of all con-
tractors able to cope with such a com-
plex project, the main contract was
awarded to Siemens AG of West Ger-
many in June of 1975. Siemens was one
of the first companies in the world to
build satellite earth stations.

In the early Sixties, Siemens erected
Raisting I, West Germany, and since
then the company has built a number of
other earth stations of various types in
several countries, including the Kuwait
earth station Umm Al Aish No. 2. The
Ras Al Khaimah and Kuwait earth
stations are the only ones in the world
equipped with Siemens' unique turning
head antenna.

Founded in 1847, Siemens has play-
ed a pioneering role in introducing new
concepts and technologies to the field of
electronic  communications  systems
throughout its long history.

The Ras Al Khaimah government
selected Cable and Wireless, of Great
Britain, as project consultants and also
to operate and maintain the earth
station once installed.

Cable and Wireless is one of the
world's most experienced international
operatars of advanced telecom-
munications systems. John Pender, the
founder of Cable and Wireless, tackled
the vast task of laying the Suez-Bombay
cable in 1870. This cable gave a large
part of the Arab world its first tel
egraphic communication with both
Europe and the Far East.

Cable and Wireless assists the govern-
ments of Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE,
Oman and North Yemen in operating
their external and — in some cases —
their internal communications. In Ras Al
Khaimah the company operates both
internal and external communication for
the Ras Al Khaimah Telecommun-
ications Authority (RAKTA) through a
management contract with the govern-
ment.

Siemens, one of the world's largest
electrical engineering companies provides
a wide range of equipment, installations,
and knowhow in the fields of com-
ponents, data power engineering, elec-
trical installations, medical engineering
and telecommunications.

Engineers from Cable and Wireless
witnessed factory tests in Germany of

the most important communications
equipment and on site tests of all sys-
tems supplied for the Ras Al Khaimah
earth station.

Also participating in the project were
other experienced European manufact-
ures — Krupp for the antenna and
AEG-Telefunken for the receiver system
as subcontractors to Siemens — plus a
number of local firms. CAT company
executed the civil works under the
design of the architect’s department of
Seimens.




The strength of this team of inter-
national and local companies, backed up
by the consistent support and guideance
of the Ras Al Khaimah government, was
well demonstrated in the fast com-

pletion of the project in the face of

unexpected obstacles

The first antenna arrived on site
two month late, and more than twenty
per cent of the structure was heavily
damaged. By agreat effort, the Siemens’
engineers were able to keep the overall
delay down to a minimum. In contrast
to these problems, the transport of the
electronic equipment was greatly facil-
itated by the new Ras Al Khaimah
Airport which opened on March 10,
1977

A microwave relay system connect
the new earth station with the central
RAKTA exchange RAKTA is opening
new telephone and telex exchanges this
Spring to meet the upsurge in demand
brought on by the earth station opening
and the fast pace of business and dev-
elopment in Ras Al Khaimah.

By the year end, RAKTA expects to
have more than 2,000 telephone sub-
scribers and at least 150 telex subscrib-
ers.

The earth station begins operation
with four direct channels to the U.K.,
one to Kuwait and one to West Ger-
many. RAKTA has approval from
Comsat, the manager of the system, to
open nineteen more channels as traffic
dictates RAKTA plans to use all 24
channels by the year end. Each channel
can carry one telephone call or 24 telex
calls at a time.

The earth station dish weighs over
four hundred tons. It can tilt on the
vertical axis from zero to ninety degrees
and can rotate on the horizontal axis or
aximuth up to 170 degrees, turning
almost a full circle.

In fact, however, as long as the earth
station is aimed at the Indian Ocean
satellite, the dish will move so slightly
that even a person standing directly
below it would be unable to detect the
movement

This is because Intelsat IV is in
« synchronous orbit» at 22,300 miles
above the earth, maintaining a position
which is very nearly fixed in relation to
any point on the earth. The satellite
does « drift» a few feet every day —
always in the same direction — and it
has small builtin boosters which are
fired occasionally to move it back into
position. To compensate for this
movement of a few feet in outer space,
the earth station dish tilts or turns in

tiny fractions of an inch. It seems small
wonder that the Arabic phrase for satel -
lite {« gamar senaei ») translates literally
back into English as « artificial moon ».

It is a tribute to the wise and far-
sighted leadership of His Higness Sheikh
Sagr bin Mohammad al Qasimi that he
has provided so well for the future of
Ras Al Khaimah.

The Station contributes to the con-
solidation of the Telecommunications
network of the Federation as a whole.
This achievement marks a new milestone
in the development of the Federal Sys-
term championed by His Highness Shaikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nuhayan, President
of the United Arab Emirates and fully
supported by His collegues, members of
the U.A.E. Supreme Council.
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