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THE FOURTH POPULATION CENSUS OF BAHRAIN.

A Brief Analytical and Comparative Study.

In Bahrain, four population censuses 
have been taken up to 1965, the first hav­
ing been conducted as far back as 1941 
during the war years. This was 
followed at nine year intervals by two 
other censuses in 1950 and 1959. 
The fourth census, however, followed after 
an interval of only six years in 1965. This 
latest census was carried out between 13 
February and 12 March, 1965 and related 
to the night of 13-14 February, 1965. The 
previous census, namely that of 1959 was 
taken during the month of May and the 
enumerations were spread out over 28 
days from 2 May to 30 May, 1959.

More detailed information was col­
lected in these two censuses than in the 
earlier censuses of 1941 and 1950 and 
the experience gained in these previous 
years enabled considerable improvements 
to be made in the census organization 
with consequent greater accuracy in the 
results. Preparation of the tables in 1959 
and 1965 was greatly facilitated by the 
co-operation of the Bahrain Petroleum 
Company which processed the completed 
questionaires in their Data Processing 
Unit.

In the first two censuses, the popu­
lation count was de facto, that is, it cov­
ered all those present in the country on 
the census night, whether ordinarily re­
sident or not, but excluded those absent 
from the country at the time. The final 
enumeration took place on a single day 
when a curfew was imposed to facilitate 
the counting.

In 1959 and 1965, the persons in­
cluded in the censuses were all those 
normally resident in a household, defined 
as persons who had resided in the house 
for a period of at least six months or who 
expected to reside there for at least six 
months. Persons who had gone abroad 
within the previous six months and who 
were expected to return were included as 
normal residents, but those who normally 
lived abroad, though present on the cen­
sus night, were excluded.

The procedures adopted in these two 
censuses were much alike, except that in 
1965, the information collected related to 
one night, namely 13-14 February, where­
as in 1959, the information related to the 
day when the enumerator happened to 
call on the household during the 28-day 
period of the census.

In the 1950 census, temporary visi­
tors, visiting seamen, foreign diplomats 
and service personnel were included 
whereas in 1959 and 1965 all these cate­
gories of persons were excluded.

In the pioneer census of 1941, the 
data collected covered only a few basic 
facts about the population but as one cen­
sus succeeded another, the amount of 
information gathered was progressively 
increased. The census of 1941 for example 
in recording the nationality of foreign 
residents, identified only Iranians and 
Indians in separate categories; all other 
foreigners were lumped together in one

References: (1) Fourth Census of Population. (Government of Bahrain. Finance Department).

(2) R.S. Porter, "The Third Population Census of Bahrain." (Beirut. Middle East Development 
Division, 1961).

(3) Population Census, 1959. (Government of Bahrain).



group. In the 1950 census, 14 nationalities 
were distinguished and in the censuses 
of 1959 and 1965, nationalities were brok­
en down into 19 groups.

Tables setting out sex, marital status, 
age composition of the population, and 
economic status, occupation and industry 
were included for the first time in the re­

port of the census of 1959. In the follow­
ing census, still further information 
was gathered covering the number of 
houses connected to main electricity sup­
plies, water and sewers. Data were also 
published relating to educational stand­
ards attained, and for married, divorced 
or widowed women, the number of child­
ren born to them and the number surviv­
ing at the date of the census.

Over the 24 years covered by the 
censuses, population grew from just under 
90 thousand in 1941 to somewhat more 
than twice that number in 1965 the aver­
age increase a year amounting to 3,843 
persons (2,907 Bahrainis and 936 non­

Bahrainis). The number of Bahrainis, how­
ever, did not quite double in the 24 years 
(94 per cent increase) whereas non-Bah- 
rainis were nearly 2 | times as numerous

in 1965 as they were in 1941.

The rate of growth in the population 
was much higher per annum in the inter- 
censal period, 1959-1965, than it had been 
in previous periods, though at first sight 
this may be obscured in the table (No. 3) 
because the inter-censal period from 1959 
to 1965 covers only six years whereas the 
previous censuses were taken at nine- 
year intervals.

Population: 1941, 1950, 1959 and 1965

TABLE 1

1941 1950 1959 1965

Bahraini 74,040 91,179 118,734 143,814

Non-Bahraini 15,930 18,471 24,401 38,389

Total 89,970 109,650 143,135 182,203

TABLE 4
Nationalities. Percentage of total population.

1941 1950 1959 1965

Bahraini
82.3 83.2 83.0 79.0
8.4 6.3 2.9 4.0

Iranian 1.6 2.7 2.8 3.0
Indian 2.0 5.1 6.9
Omani/Muscati 
Others

8.0 5.5 6.2 7.2

TABLE 2

Population percentages, Bahraini and non-Bahraini.

1941 1950 1959 1965

Bahraini 82.3 83.2 83.0 79.0

Non-Bahraini 17.7 16.8 17.0 21.1

TABLE 3

Percentage increase in population between census dates

1950 1959 1965

Bahraini
Non-Bahraini

23.15
15.95

30.22
32.10

21.12
57.33

Total Population 21.87 30.54 27.29
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TABLE 5
Nationality of Non-Bahrainis.

Number and Percent of total non-Bahrainis. 1959 and 1965.

NATIONALITY
1959 1965

Number Percent Number Percent

Iranian 4,203 17.1 7,223 18.8

Indian 4,043 16.5 5,383 14.0

Pakistani 2,283 9.4 3,932 10.2

Saudi Arabian 1,605 6.6 1,715 4.5

Omani/Muscati 7,314 30.0 12,628 32.9

Yemini 492 2.1 1,582 4.1

Iraqi 169 0.7 75 0.2

Jordanian 117 0.5 396 1.1

U.A.R. 71 0.3 230 0.6

Lebanese 144 0.6 230 0.6

Other Arabs 635 2.6 1,589 4.1

American 151 0.6 152 0.4

British 2,514 10.3 2,797 7.3

Others 660 2.7 457 1.2

Total Non-Bahraini 24,401 100.0 38,389 100.0
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Nationality

The breakdown into nationality 
groups was widened in each successive 
census from 1941 to 1959. In the fourth 
census, namely that of 1965, the cate­
gories tabulated were the same as in 
1959.

The detailed statistics published in 
the reports of the 1950 and subsequent 
censuses show some striking increases in 
certain national groups. The Omani/Mus- 
cati group is now the largest foreign com­
munity in Bahrain, having risen from 2,466 

of the total number of non-
Measured against total popul
dians and Pakistanis together c
5.2 per cent of the total pop
1965 whereas in 1941, they for
1.6 per cent. Iranians numbered
1941 and 7,223 in 1965 but b
the increased numbers of other
ties and the growth of the nativ
population, the percentage they
ted of total population fell fro
1941 to 4 per cent in 1965.

The number of non-Bahra
living in Bahrain was 10,547 in 19
was 7.3 percent of the total pop



though in previous censuses, the two 
areas were separately enumerated. There 
followed, again in order of size, Jidhafs, 
Hidd, Sitra and Awali.

The population of Manama increased 
three-fold between 1941 and 1965 while 
that of Muharraq nearly doubled but as 
the 1941 figure for Muharraq included 
Hidd, its real growth was somewhat great­
er. No comparison is possible for Awali 
between 1941 and 1965, but between 
1959 and 1965, the residential population 
in Awali fell by a third, due largely to a 
fall in the number of Western expatriates 
working for the oil company whose places 
were taken by Bahrainis living outside 
Awali and in part to the stabilization of 
the Company’s labour force.

direction and the boundaries 
and villages previously classifie
ama Suburbs had been absorb

In the 1941 census cla
“ rural and other areas” cover
country except Manama, Muh
Awali. In 1965, “ rural areas” 
54 villages and the census clas
“ other areas” , covered the sou
main island, which was and st
sparsely populated, together wi
islands around the main island
Hawar, but here again numbers
few. If the statistics for 1965 are
to cover an area equivalent to 
cribed as rural areas in 1941, the
in population was only about 56
whereas over the Emirate as 
population had doubled. Foreign



No information is available regarding 
the number of empty houses but it is 
known that the number of such unoccu­
pied houses was small. Buildings speci­
ally constructed in the form of flats were 
uncommon in Bahrain up to the time of 
the last census but since then a number 
of buildings providing office accommoda-

TABLE 10
Type of houses. Whole country.

Type of House
1959 1965

Number Percent 
of total Number Percent 

of total
Stone or concrete 
Barasti
Other

17,295
3,978

757

78.5
18.1
3.4

23,530
1,680 
1,090

89.5
6.4
4.1

Total | 22,030 100.0 26,300 100.0

( !)  Includes East a „d  W e „  R B i

(3) Definitions of "stone"

TABLE 11
Houses by type and district 

N u m b e r  and percent of total in each area

District
Stone or Concrete Barasti Other

1959 1965 1959 1965 1959 1965
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Manama (1) 
Muharraq 
Muharraq suburbs 
Hidd
Jidhafs
Sitra
Rifa'a (2)
Awali (3)

1,116
3,884

574
652
527
457

1.022
344

73.8
89.1
76.7
92.8
77.6
84.3
90.1
36.2

10,776
4,918

809
736
867
585

1,374

90.5
96.1
92.7
94.6
93.8
84.2
96.3
0.2

87.9

2.464
474
174
51

151
85
58

25.6
10.9
23.3

7.3
22.2
15.7
5.1

1.004 
164
63 
42 
42 
37

2

8.4
3.2
7.2
5.4
4.6
5.3
0.1

57
3

1

54

0.6
0.1

0.2

4.8

129
35
1

15
73
51

1.1
0.7
0.1

1.6
10.5
3.6

Rural & other 2,719 83.0 3,464 521 15.9 326 8.3
60
36
6 63

1.
.
1
8 6

14
3
9
7 9

3
9
.
.
8
8

Total 17,295 78.5 23,530 89.5 3,978 18.1 1,680 6.4 757 3.4 1,090 i 4.1
N o tes. (1) Includes suburbs.

r  ouses were different in the two censuses for Awali.

lion and flats, or special blocks of flats 
have been erected.

In the latest two censuses, types of 
houses were distinguished as between 
'stone or concrete", "barasti" and 

"other".

In 1959, in the Emirate as a whole, 
78.5 per cent of the houses were built of 
stone or concrete and in 1965 the corres­
ponding percentage was 89.5. The per­
centage of Barasti buildings (small 
houses constructed of palm leaves) fell 
from 18.1 to 6.4 showing that the trend 
was towards more permanent and better 
houses as the number of barastis in ab­
solute figures fell to a good deal less than 
half during the six years between the cen­
suses. Though in 1965, nearly half the 
total number of barastis consisted of one 
room, some were surprisingly large hav­
ing four rooms or more.

"Other” houses were mainly bunga­

Housing in relation to population

TABLE 12

Houses Population

Year No.
Inter-censal 

increase 
%

Av. increase 
per annum No.

Inter-censal 
increase Av. increase 

per annum

1941 14,382 __ — 89,970 — —
1959 16,274 13.2 1.5 109,650 21.9 2.4
1950 22,030 35.4 3.9 143,135 30.5 3.4
1965 26,300 19.4 3.3 182,203 27.4 4.6

Note: Average increases per annum were not necessarily spread out evenly during the period under con­
sideration.

It will be observed from Table 12 that 
only during the inter-censal period 1950­
1959 has the construction of houses ex­
ceeded the increase in population. The re­
sult has been overcrowding especially 
among the newer immigrants. The con­
struction of Isa Town should do much to

lows built of wood or other materials and 
most of them were to be found in Awali 
where these "other” houses are in the 
nature of well-built and well-designed pre­
fabs. They include also houses of mixed 
construction, part barasti and past stone 
or other material.

The largest number of barastis were 
to be found in Manama where they form­
ed about a quarter of the total number 
of houses in 1959 but by 1965 the position 
had greatly improved as then somewhat 
less than ten per cent of the houses were 
of barasti construction. The proportion of 
barastis to total houses was exceptionally 
high in Manama suburbs.

improve both the quantity and quality of 
housing in the Emirate. Over the 24 years 
covered by the censuses the greatest in­
crease in number of houses has taken 
place in Manama where population growth 
has been the most rapid.

8 9



Houses classified by number of households living in them.

TABLE 13

Households per 
House

1959 
Houses

1965 
Houses

No. % No.

One 20,148 91.5 23,082

Two 1,348 6.1 2,292

Three 330 1.5 587
Four 114 0.5 206



TABLE 15

Water and electricity supplies and connections to main sewers.

Number and percentage of houses.

Stone Barasti Other

No. % No. % No. % N

Water 17,769 75.5 315 18.8 703 64.5 18,7

Electricity 20,600 87.6 56 3.3 712 65.3 21,3



there is a higher proportion of young per­
sons in its composition than is to be 
found in most other countries.

In the following two tables (Nos. 17 
and 18) adjustments have been made for 
differences in age-group classifications as

between the two censuse
figures can be shown on 
equivalent basis. Also su
age groups have been sele
neutralise as far as possi
cies in age reporting.

TABLE 17

Percentage age distribution. Bahraini population only.



TABLE 19

Population by age groups. 1959

AGE GROUP

Bahrainis Non-Bahrainis

Males Females Total Males Females T



age group of "6 and under 7” is smaller 
than the bracketing age group on either 
side.

Comparing the data in Tables 19 and 
20. it would seem that there has been 
some slow down in the birth rate among 
Bahrainis and also that there has been 
some decrease in the mortality rates in 
the age groups, 20 to 40 years. The defi­
ciency in the number of females in the 
age groups 30 to 60 is common to both 
the censuses and may be the result of a 
high maternal mortality rate.

Marital Status

Statistics relating to marital status 
are set out in Table 21 below but as these

by themselves are not particularly illu
nating for purposes of comparison b
ween 1959 and 1965 or between the B
raini population group and that of 
expatriates, the corresponding percent
es have been calculated and presented
Table 22.

All the data in the two tables rela
only to persons of 15 years of age a
over. Single persons are defined as tho
who have never married and thus exclu
those divorced or widowed. The te
“ widowed" is defined as those who
spouse is deceased and who have not 
married. Divorced persons include on
those who have been divorced and w
have not subsequently re-married.



Education

The earlier censuses provide few 
statistics about education. Even in the 
1959 census, the only information collect­
ed regarding educational matters related 
to school attendances and literacy. Those 
aged 7 to 15 were asked to state whether 
they were attending school or not; this 
age bracket was selected presumably 
because it coincided with the ages cov­
ered by the Bahrain Government's edu­
cational system of the time. Those over 
15 years of age were asked whether they

were able to read and write but, as n
test of literacy was applied, the answe
may have been subject to some exagger
tion.

In the 1965 census, however, muc
more detailed information was collecte
and the tabulations covered such matte
as "industry and the level of education
"occupation and level of education" an
"level of education reached in certain ag
groups’’, as well as statistics of scho
attendance.

TABLE 23

School Attendance

Children aged 7 to 15 years. 1959 and 1965.



In 1959, among Bahraini males 31 

per cent were reported as being literate 

but among females, somewhat under nine 

per cent were literate. Among expatriates 

41 per cent of the males were literate and 

45 per cent of the females. It is at first 

sight perhaps strange that the females 

should show the higher literacy rate but 

this is explainable by the varying ratio of 

males to females in the different national 

groups which constitute the foreign popu­

lation. Literacy has to be related to the 

nationality of the expatriates and the kind 

of work which they have come to under­

composition of this sector of th

tion (see table 5) and in the typ

for which they were recruited.

In the 1965 census, as state

more detailed information abo

tion was collected than in prev
suses and for that year it is p

classify school attendances acc

the ages of the pupils as shown

25.

Among Bahraini children th

tage of girls attending school w

lower than that of the boys and 



TABLE 26

Educational Standards Attained. 1965 

Number and percentage o f total in each age groups

Age group

Primary Secondary University No Schooling

No. % No. % No. % No. %

Bahraini Males
11— 20 8,740 59 3,913 26 81 1 2,127 14

21— 30 2,245 23 1,521 15 243 3 5.970 60

3 1 -^ 0 1,105 13 444 5 65 6,783 81

41—50 508 9 108 2 19 5,069 89

51 and over 269 5 39 6 5,255 94

Total 12,867 29 6,025 14 414 1 25,204 57

Bahraini Females
11—20 5,050 35 1,434 10 19 8,150 56
21—30 1,047 10 207 2 30 9,680 89
31—40 248 3 33 3 7,646 96
41—50 41 1 5 1 4,679 99
51 and over 17 2 — — 5,036 99

Total 6,403 15 1,681 4 53 35,191 81

TABLE 27

Educational Standards Attained. 1965

Number and percentage of total in each age group

Age group

Educational level reached

Primary Secondary University No Schooling

No. % No. % No. % No. %

Non-Bahraini Males 
11— 20 1,081 25 318 7 10 2,860 68

21— 30 717 8 707 8 340 4 7,595 81

31— 40 426 8 935 18 581 11 3,345 63

41— 50 192 8 531 23 255 11 1,348 59

51 and over 121 10 150 12 89 6 936 72

Total 2,537 11 2,641 12 1,275 6 16,084 71

Non-Bahraini Females 
11— 20 752 45 254 15 18 1 652 39

21— 30 296 12 750 29 335 13 1,156 46

31— 40 129 8 490 31 171 11 772 50

41— 50 46 6 197 27 52 7 441 60

51 and over 15 3 32 6 16 3 472 88

Total 1,238 18 1,723 24 592 8 3,493 50

Note: ( ...)  signifies under one per cent.

24

Lack o f form al education was most 
evident among Bahraini females (81 per 
cent o f the ir to tal num ber) though among 
non-Bahraini females it was only 50 per 
cent. Am ong non-Bahraini males, 71 per 
cent o f them had had no schooling but 
among Bahraini males, the proportion was 
much less, namely 57 per cent and would 
have been even lower bu t fo r the numbers 
in the o lder generations who in their

young days had had no opportunity to 
attend school.

Economic Characteristics.
In the 1959 and 1965 censuses, infor­

mation was collected and published re­
garding the economic status o f the econo­
m ically active members of the population, 
the industries in which they were working 
and the occupations which they followed.



In accordance with accepted demo­
graphic practice, the economically active 
population was taken to include employ­
ers, employees, those working on their 
own account, unpaid family workers and 
the unemployed who were looking for 
work. On the other hand, students and 
disabled and retired persons were exclud­
ed, as were also housewives as they are 
not directly engaged in the production of 
economic goods or services. The indus­
trial classification utilised was based on

the United Nations’ “ International Stand
ard Industrial Classification of all Econo
mic Activities", though only the main div
sions of this classification were used. In
dustry was defined as the type of estab
lishment in which the person was at wor
while occupation was taken as the part
cular kind of work which he did. Thus fo
a clerk working in a transport undertaking
his occupation would be that of clerk bu
his industry would be recorded as trans
port.

Economically Active Population. 1959 and 1965

TABLE 28

Economic 
1959 1965



employed as these may be taken to re­
present the small businesses, so typical 
of the Bahrain economy. They are mainly 
small shop-keepers; craftsmen such as 
joiners, metal workers or tailors; small 
cafe owners, and those undertaking repair 
work or personal services. Self-employed 
workers accounted for a quarter of the 
economically active population in 1959 
but their proportion fell to 18 per cent in 
1965. These figures show that there was 
both an absolute and a relative decline in 
the importance of the small enterprise 
with a transfer from the ranks of the small 
independent entrepreneur to the wage­
earning or salaried classes. If government

service and the oil industry are 
the figures for the self-employed 
per cent in 1965 with a compara
for 1959 of 33 per cent.

The largest employers in 1
the government, which was the
sible for 14 per cent of total em
and the oil company with the ev
proportion of 19 per cent. In 1
ever, the position was reversed
ween these two large-scale emp
as by then government employm
absorbing 23 per cent of the tota
oil company’s proportion had d
to 15 per cent.

TABLE 30



Table 32 below sets out the main 
occupations of the economically active 
male population for 1959 and 1965. In the 
census publications, three closely linked 
occupations are seperately designated, 
namely marine trades, seamen and ste­
vedores. In table 32 these have been 
combined under the heading "marine

trades" as it seemed desirable to treat 
them as one category especially as there 
would seem to have been some confusion 
and uncertainty in definitions as between 
the two censuses, as is evident from the 
following tabular abstract from the re­

ports.

TABLE 31

1959 1965

Marine trades 2,385 49

Seamen 81 1,233

Stevedores 139 437

31
30



Comparing 1959 with 1965, the great­

est increase in the occupational groups 

was shown by general labouring and the 

building trades, resulting from increased 

constructional activity. Other, though less 

spectacular increases, were registered by 

the administrative and clerical group and 

in motor transport driving. The statistics 

for the oil industry and refining, unfortu­

nately, are very misleading as clearly in 

the census returns of 1959. oil and refi­

nery workers were not divided out accord­

ing to particular occupations within the 

industry as they were correctly so distri­

ted in 1965 but unfortunately comparativ

figures are not available for 1959 but it 

known that the number of nurses an

female dressers and orderlies employe

in government service more than double

over the six years between the censuses

Decreased numbers were shown i

marine trades and catering, though in thi

letter occupation there may have bee

some discrepancies between definition

in the two censuses. Slight decrease



In the Report published for 1959, 
women were excluded in the occupational 
tables as it appeared that there was a 
considerable amount of mis-reporting of 
their occupations owing to the unfamila- 
rity of the enquiry and difficulties in 
obtaining exact descriptions of their 
work.(1)

(1) See R.S. Porter. “The Third Census 
of Bahrain.”  page 53.

For the 1965 census, however, bette
results were achieved and the relevan
figures for that year are set out in Tabl
34 below.

The number of women reported a
being economically active in 1959 amoun
ed to only 1,450, which was less tha
three per cent of the total labour force
Of these 1,035 were Bahrainis and 415 o
other nationality.

Occupations of Women Economically Active. 1965.

TABLE 34

Occupation Bahraini Non-Bahraini Total



The average number of employees 
per employer for the specified industries 
shown in Table 36 may be taken as repre­
senting the average size of establishment 
employing hired labour. The average size 
of establishment for the industry as a 
whole will be smaller, in some industries 
such as agriculture or retail trade con­
siderably smaller as there are many one- 
man businesses carried on by the persons 
classified as "self-employed". Apart from 
quarrying which is a special case as there 
was only one employer, the highest aver­
age employment per establishment was 
in transport and communications but here

again special circumstances were involv
ed, as the average was raised by the pre
sence of large undertakings such a
Cable and Wireless Ltd., and the air trans
port companies.

Statistics relating to the self-employ
ed will be found in Table 37, where the
classification is by the industry in which
they were engaged. The self-employed ar
all those working on their own accoun
having neither employer nor employee
though sometimes assisted full-time o
part-time by members of their families.



T h e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  i n  B a h r a i n  n u m ­
b e r e d  9 , 7 9 0  a n d  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  1 8  p e r 
c e n t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a c t i v e  a n d  t h u s 
a g a i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  e s s e n ­
t i a l l y  s m a l l - s c a l e  n a t u r e  o f  e c o n o m i c  a c t ­
i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f 
l a r g e  i n d u s t r i e s .  T h e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  w e r e 
f a r  a n d  a w a y  m o s t  n u m e r o u s  i n  r e t a i l 
t r a d i n g  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n 
l a r g e  n u m b e r s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f i s h i n g , 
t r a n s p o r t  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  I n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d 
f i s h i n g ,  t h e y  w e r e  n e a r l y  a s  n u m e r o u s  a s 
h i r e d  w o r k e r s  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  g r e a t l y  e x ­
c e d e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e r s .  I n  m a n u ­
f a c t u r e .  t h e y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n 
h a l f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d 
i n  t h i s  s e c t o r .

I f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e r s ,  e m p l o y ­
e e s ,  s e l f - e m p l o y e d ,  u n p a i d  f a m i l y  w o r k e r s 
a n d  t h e  u n e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r e  a r e 
a d d e d  t o g e t h e r ,  t h i s  g i v e s  a n  a v e r a g e  o f 
o n l y  1 . 8  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  p e r  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t .  I t  i s  a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  B a h ­
r a i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i s 
t h a t  o f  t h e  s m a l l  c r a f t s m a n  w o r k i n g  o n  h i s 
o w n  o r  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  o r  t w o  a s s i s t a n t s .

I n  r e t a i l  t r a d i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  f u l l y  t w o - 
a n d - a - h a l f  t i m e s  a s  m a n y  o n e - m a n  b u s i ­
n e s s e s  a s  t h e r e  a r e  p a i d  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e 
a v e r a g e  o v e r a l l  s i z e  o f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i s 
o n e  o f  1 . 5  p e r s o n s .  I n  b a n k i n g ,  t h e  2 0 
s e l f - e m p l o y e d  p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e 
c a r r y i n g  o n  s m a l l  f i n a n c i a l  b u s i n e s s e s 
s u c h  a s  t h e  f o r e i g n  e x c h a n g e  d e a l e r s  i n 
t h e  s u q

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e l f - e m p l o y e e , 
t h e r e  w e r e  1 , 0 8 1  u n p a i d  f a m i l y  w o r k e r s 
e n u m e r a t e d ,  m o s t  o f  w h o m  n o  d o u b t 
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  o n e - m a n 
b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e y  w e r e  m o s t  n u m e r o u s  i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  f i s h i n g  ( 3 7 1 )  a n d  i n  r e ­
t a i l  t r a d e  ( 2 0 7  p e r s o n s . )

E c o n o m i c  S t a t u s  b y  O c c u p a t i o n .

A s  r e g a r d s  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e 
e c o n o m i c a l l y  a c t i v e ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r 
n a t u r a l l y  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  a m o n g  g e n e r a l 
l a b o u r e r s  w h o  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  2 9  p e r  c e n t 
o f  t h e  t o t a l .  T h e  n e x t  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  w a s 
t h a t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  c l e r i c a l  w o r k e r s 
a m o u n t i n g  t o  s o m e  1 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e 
t o t a l  a n d  t h u s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e 
o f  t h e  t r a d i n g  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  s e c t o r s  i n 
t h e  e c o n o m y .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e s  w e r e 
a l s o  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d 
p r o v i d e d  w o r k  f o r  s o m e  5 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s .

A m o n g  t h e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d ,  b y  f a r  t h e 
l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  s e l l i n g , 
t o t a l l i n g  2 . 8 2 4  p e r s o n s  o r  2 9  p e r  c e n t  o f 
t h e  t o t a l  o f  t h e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d .  T h e y  w e r e 
f a r  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  t h a n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 
e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h i s  b r a n c h  o f  a c t i v i t y  a n d 
i n d e e d  w e r e  n e a r l y  e i g h t  t i m e s  a s  n u m e r ­
o u s -

O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  o c c u p a t i o n s  a m o n g 
t h e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  w e r e  m o t o r  t r a n s p o r t 
d r i v i n g  ( 1 . 0 1 2  p e r s o n s ) ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( 9 2 4 
p e r s o n s ) ,  m e r c h a n t i n g  ( 7 2 0  p e r s o n s ) , 
a n d  f i s h e r m e n  ( 5 2 3  p e r s o n s ) .

3 8



Educational Levels in Industry and 
Occupations

Information relating to standards of 
education reached by the economically 
active population became available for 
the first time through the 1965 population 
census. The data were classified 
separately for both the industries and the 
occupations of the persons concerned.

Out of the 53,274 persons economic­
ally active in Bahrain, 39,179 had received 
no formal education, 6,882 had attained a 
primary education. 5,458 had attended 

schools or colleges (included 
ondary education in the Table) 
only 967 and of these 575 were
rainis. Furthermore, out of the to
more than a third (382 perso
working in clerical or similar oc
presumably having received a co
training rather than a technical 
in the more restricted sense of
There is obviously a need to e
attendance at technical schools
leges and in this connection, 
dation of the Gulf Technical C
1968 is of special significance
future development of much nee
nical skills and technological 



TABLE 41 TABLE 42

Educational Standard Attained. 1965 Educational Standards Attained by Economically Active Women. 1965. Classified by

Bahraini and Non-Bahraini. Both Sexes Percentages by Industry

Industry
Percentage of total in the industry

None Primary Sec­
ondary

Tech­
nical

Uni­
versity

Agriculture & Fishing 99 1

Manufacturing 73 21 4 1 1

Construction 92 6 2

Oil Industry 54 20 13 7 6

Quarrying 96 4 — —

Wholesale Trade 50 23 17 2 8

Banking 23 29 32 5 11

Retail Trade 76 16 6 1 1

Transport
& Communications 75 13 7 1 4

Government Service 60 16 17 2 5

Other Services 78 12 6 1 3

Totals 74 13 8 2 3

Note: .. Signifies less than one per cent. 
— Signifies zero.

Occupation. Bahraini and Non-Bahraini.

Occupation None Primary Sec­
ondary

Tech­
nical

Uni­
versity

Administrative & Clerical 9 120 445 31 142
Storekeepers 1 1 — — —
Sales 29 2 3 1 2
Motor Transport Drivers 2 — — — —
Electrician 1 — — — —
Refinery Workers — — 1 — —
Woodworkers 1 1 2 — —
Other Building Trades 6 1 1 1 —
Marine Trades 2 — 2 — •—
Labouring 233 7 9 — 2
Tailoresses 33 6 — — —
Laundry Workers 8 — — — —
Medical Services 33 12 91 15 139
Domestic Service 449 53 17 — 3
Fishing 1 — — — —
Agriculture 2 — — — —
Merchants 2 — 2 — —
Others 84 3 2 7 5

Totals 896 206 573 55 293
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