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details. Why the whale was chosen 
instead of a serpent or a bear could 
be explained in its relation with the 
episode of ‘Yonan’ • (Jona). Didn’t 
the whale swallow him, innocent as 
he was ? Why then should it not eat 
up that which is dearest to the peo
ple in their night’s enjoyment. An
other point where Iraqi folklore 
meets with others is the * ’borrow
ing” story. The ‘Santhef tribe in 
India believes that once a man bor
rowed food from a member of the 
untouchable ‘Dosad’ caste. The 
moon was the guarantor. The bor
rower failed to pay back on time 
because of poor crops. The lender

took hold of the moon to get his 
rights — and at this point the moon 
was eclipsed. This theory receives 
support from the ‘Berhoor’, ‘Jerooz’ 
and ‘Bondos’ tribes. In some Indian 
villages, people collect alms during 
an eclipse, and they give generously 
ns a symbol of paying Jhe debt. This 
corresponds with what is written in 
‘Ta’atir Al Anam fi Tafsir Al Ma- 
nainV) by Sheikh Al Nabulsi who 
wrote that the disappearance of the 
moon — even if behind a cloud — 
indicates loss of money. This belief 
is rendered convincing by the fact 
that some rich Iraqis always give 
generously during and after the

lunar eclipse.
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T H E  O R IG IN  O F  T H E  A R A B I C 
S C R I P T  A N H  I T S  D E V E L O P M E N T 4

“The Arabic Script”

T O  T H E  T IM E  O F  T H E 
R A S H E D E E N  C A L I P H S

to have his people learn that he accepted it 
as ransom i prisoners of war who could 
write were released after they had each 
taught ton children. Among those who wrote 
down the Holy Revelation wore many of the

There could be many reasons tor tho 
rarity of early Islamic Arabic texts, perhaps 
It was the scarcity of those who could write

Director of Coinage and Islamic Research al
the Dii of Antiquities.
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'Harran Inscription'

north of tho Druse mountain in Syria. The 
inscription, in Arabic and Grack, telle who

"The Prophet’s Period”

by the Prophet Io kings and princes In the
that Is completely Arable (l.a 6th and 7th year Hllrl, calling upon them 

Io embrace the Islam. One Is his letter to
Al-Muqawqas, one to Al-Mundhlr bln Sawl, 
end the third to Al-Hejaehl. If these tellers

Opinions dinar as Io tho true origin of 
the Arable script. However, several dlseo-

have thrown a new light upon the subject 
and made further research possible.

Recent studies have proved that the 
Arable script was derived from the late 
Hobathaon’ script (Fig. 1) which In Its 
turn was derived from tho Aramaic-. An 
examination of the Leto Nabathaan and 
Early Old Arabic scripts shows a close 
resemblance betwean tho two In form, voca
bulary and stylo.

Tho Arabic script developed between Al 
Honiara Inscription (318 A.O.) and the Har-

The Development of the Habathaon 
Script into the Arabic as Repre
sented In tho Engraved Inscriptions 
Discovered. ^ M ^ S ^

are Iha original copies, they are, then, very 
valuable documents of script at that period.

I

tha Sinai Peninsula and spread to the 
northern parts of Arabia, first to the Syrian

Fig. Si "Al Hemara Inscription"
This tombstone marked the grave of 

Umru' el-Qals bln Amru of Al-Heera, 
King of the Arabs. It was found In Al No. 
mara In the Druse mountain. It dates back 
to 318 A.D. and Is considered to contain tho 
earliest Arabic text.

This inscribed stone was found In Um 
Al-Jlmal, a place south of Harran in east 
Jordan. It served as a tombstone to Iha
grave of Fahar bln Sell, King of Tannookh. 
The Inscription was written In Lalo Haba-

. Si "Second Um Al-Jlmal Inscription" 
Engraved Inscriptions on Elea bln Ubai-

da's tombstone, dating back to the latter 
part of the 6th century A.D. It is tho most

prior to tho
Islamic period. Thore Is hope that more
pieces such as this can bo discovered In the

’The Nabathaens — Ancient people of 
Iraq and Palestine.

rThe Aramaene — ancient people of Syria

Fig. 3i "Zaid Inscription"
The stone was found In a onurch ruin 

called Zaid, between Qansareen and tho 
Euphrates. It Is Inscribed In Arabic, Greek

gives the names of the persons who built 
tho church.

It was called tho Arabic script and the 
Jaim script before It was known as the 
Kun script. It spread from Al-Heera to 
Al-Anbaar, for tho two cities had cultural

other parts of Hejai, whore the nrst person 
Io loam roading and writing (In pro-lalemlo 
times) was Harb bln Umaya.

In Al Medina, a Jew taught writing to 
children. By tho lime Islam camo there were 
many who could write and read. Writing 
spread among tho Moslems during the Pro
phet's and tho Raohodoen Claplhs' time, es
pecially In tho Important cities like Mecca,

the Kun, elc. Actually Ihors was not very 
much difference In the scripts.

St The Prophet's letter to Al-Muqaw
qas, Chief of the Copts, written on 
parchment

it was found In a church near Aohmlm 
In Upper Egypt. The letter Is published In 
Islamic Culture (p. 116) and In Political 
Documents (p. SO).







THE ANIMAL
FARM IN ABU GHRAIB

The Animal Farm in Abu 
Ghraib reflects the great progress 
achieved through utilizing know
ledge, experience and science to 
improve animal husbandry.

Actual work on the animal ex
periment stations in Abu Ghraib, 
Tennooma (in Basrah) and Bekra Jo 
(in Suleimaniyah) started in 1958. 
The first two stations were com
pleted in 1961; the Bekra Jo will be 
inaugurated next July.

The function of these stations 
is to apply modern scientific me
thods, including artificial insemina
tion, in order to improve Iraqi 
livestock, and to modernize the 
methods used in processing their 
products. They specialise in bree
ding cattle and poultry on which 
they conduct experiments, sending 
out the results to animal farms. 
Good breeds of cattle and poultry 
have been imported for the purpose 
of interbreeding.

A study was conducted to find 
out the best feed and to improve the 
processing of livestock products. 
Trained experts advise and help 
■farmers to follow correct scientific 
methods in animal husbandry and 
the handling of livestock products.

Preparations:
Stalls, pens and coops were

built. Modern laboratories were set 
up for conducting experiments and
preparing for artificial insemination, 
vaccines are also prepared and sent 
out to other stations. Modern milk
ing machines and silos were install
ed, and houses were built to accom
modate the station's employees.

Calf feeding.

To improve the local stock Fris
ian cattle were imported from 
Holland, Germany and Denmark; 
while Leghorn and New Hampshire 
chicks were imported from the 
United States.

So far only the Abu Ghraib 
Station has mechanical milkers and 
incubators, but very soon there will 
be more equipment for this and 
other stations.
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corridors sketches and displays meet 
the eye - the Iraqi writers’ exhibi-

Direclorate is a  promising cultural 
concept that will soon spread

Yemenis of our Republic.
Pictures of historical places 

tell the story of our glorious past.

throughout the country.
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F o u n d a t i o n  w o r k  o n  t h e  p r o  j e c t .

•  T h e  t o p  o f  t h e  d a m  i s  a t  a n  e l e v a t i o n  o f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 9 5 . 0 0 m . a . s . l .

•  T h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  d a m  a t  i t s  b a s e  i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 0 0 . 0 0 m .

•  T h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  d a m  a t  i t s  c r e s t  i s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 3 5 . 0 0 m .

•  D u m p e d  r o c k f i l l  u s e d  i n  t h e  d a m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 c u . m .

•  I m p e r v i o u s  r o l l e d  e a r t h  c o r e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 c u . m .

•  R e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  u s e d  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 c u . m .

•  F i l t e r s  ( g r a d e d  g r a v e l  a n d  s a n d ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 7 0 , 0 0 0 c u . m .

•  S t e e l  r e i n f o r c e m e n t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s .

•  S t e e l  w o r k s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 , 6 0 0 t o n s .

•  C e m e n t  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s .

•  O p e n  e x c a v a t i o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 c u . m .

•  T u n n e l  e x c a v a t i o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 c u . m .

B a c k  v i e w  o f  t h e  D a m .  T h e  r i g h t  b a n k  i s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  a  

w a l l  o f  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  e r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  s l o b s -
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HOUSES OF PARLIAMENTS FROM THE AIR Spring Serchinar from
Kamal Kader, Sulaimaniyah

The 14th July Monument in Mosul 
From Mohammed Amin Kaka.

Modern Building in Kirkuk. From 
Omar Sayid Kerim, Hikma Inter
mediate School, Kirkuk.

Mulberry Trees on the Tigris. From 
Wamidh Khalid, Baghdad.

Snow in the Park — Suleimaniyah 
From Jamal Saleh Ma’aroof, Sulei 
maniyah.

New Bridge and Water Plant in 
Nasiriyah. From Abbas Majid. 
Nasiriyah.
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