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One of the vital schemes being 
carried out in Iraq is the Five Year 
Economic Plan. I t  aims at develop
ing agriculture and industry in the 

economic and sound statistic studies 
which are difficult to attain at pre
sent.

A provisional plan was conside
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C O -O P E R A T IV E  A C T IV IT IE S  IN  M O D E R N  IRAQ 

TH E C O N S U M P TIV E  C O -O P E R A TIV E 
SO CIETY FOR M EM BERS O F  T H E 
T E A C H E R S ’ U N IO N  IN B A G H D A D

The Co-operative Society was 
established in Baghdad in August 
1960. Ils aim is to secure consumers' 
goods such as clothes, household ne
cessities and other people's needs, 
by buying local or imported goods 
and selling them to members on a 
non-profit basis.

To realise this aim the Society 
has been empowered to open stores 
in areas where they are most need
ed. The stores were first opened in 
October 1960 shortly after the So
ciety was formed.

The Central Committee of this 
Society consists of shareholders who 
are members of the Teaching Pro
fession. The Teachers' Union parti
cipates in the Society, and has the 
same rights as any other share
holder.
The Society’s Regulations:

The regulations stipulate that 
each member is entitled to one vote 
only, regardless of the number of

shares he holds. Each share costs 
one dinar; each member must have 
al least one share, but may not have 
shares exceeding 10% of the sub
scribed capital. The Society has the 
right to withhold any shares, profit 
or rewards due to a holder against 
any debts he might have.

There are 5680 shareholders.
Administrative Organisation:

The Administrative Board of the 
Society consists of fifteen members 
elected from the general committee. 
They are elected for a period of 
three years. Every year, one third of 
the members are removed by ballot 
and new members are elected. A 
committee of five supervises and in
spects, its membership is subject to 
similar regulations.

The Administrative Board autho
rises a second board called the 
"Board of Proxy” to administer 
financial and business transactions, 
sign agreements, employ, supervise

and report on the work of the 
Society. Membership on this Board 
is honorary.

Puture Plans:
The Society has laid out exten

sive plans for the future. These 
plans include opening stores in 
Adhamiyah, Kadhimiyah, Kerrada 
and Kerkh, and in the new commu
nity centres where housing projects 
for members of the Teachers' Union 
are being established in Dawoodi, 
Waziriyah and Za'afaraniyah. The 
Society also plans to have a phar
macy, and factories for hosiery, flan
nel underwear and blouses, and a 
centre for the maintenance of refri
gerators, television sets and radios.
Fruitful Results:

This co-operative project has yie
lded satisfactory results in its sales 
and profits. Up to August 1961 
the sales brought in ID. 377,484/162. 
Net profit was ID. 32,849/155.

Ready-made dresses.

An array of clothing material.





Baghdad of Die glorious past and the bright present ...
Baghdad that has written long chapters in history ...
The beautiful city that has contended with age is looking 

forward again, to new glory and fame.
Baghdad today is experiencing a new wonderful life — telling 

the story of the Revolution — of progress and civilisation.
Today Baghdad reflects a side of modern development and 

gives a true picture of the truth living today — the truth 
of the Revolution, of Glory gained and kept.
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SAMERRA TODAY

Samerra is a small town near 
Baghdad, built by the Eighth Abbas
side Caliph "Al-Mu'atassam Billah" 
to be the capital of his Caliphate 
instead of Baghdad, in the begin
ning of the third century Hijri (9th 
A.D.). It expanded during the rule 
of its third Caliph “Al-Mutawak- 
kel" and became a large city of 
world renown.

Short-lived Clory:

The fact that Baghdad was no 
longer the capital did not detract 
from its charm nor its leading posi
tion among the Abbasside countries. 
Before Samerra had reached its 50th 
year, Baghdad regained its power 
and political influence, and again 
became the capital of the Empire. 
Samerra's decline followed gradual
ly. No efforts were made to main
tain or renew its short-lived glory, 
and, in time, nothing of its promin
ence was extant. Il remained neglec
ted until recently, when the great
ness nf its hidden and almost for-

gotten heritage was brought to light. 
The Iraqi people rescued the last 
remnant of the city's Abbasside 
glory, and set to work to restore and 
preserve what was left — the fa
mous "Milwiyah".

The Milwiyah was the minaret 
of the Mutawakkel's Mosque, of 
which only the massive outside 
walls still stand. It is 171 feet high, 
and rises on a square 1024 sq. m. 
base, but it narrows gradually to 
end in a 25 sq. m. top. This unusual 
minaret is built of bricks, and re
sembles, to a great extent, the anci
ent Babylonian temples, known as 
the Ziggurats.

Samerra's Milwiyah attracts st
reams of visitors. There is a legned 
attached to the area: a belief that a 
visit to the minaret will bring good 
fortune, a belief generally accepted, 
especially by young maidens. One- 
might see a young girl ascend the 
Milwiyah, make a wish, and spread 
her Aba (cloak) in the air letting it 
fall to the ground. If the cloak

spreads out on the ground, it is a 
good omen, — the wish comes true. 
One could find himself assailed by 
such a gliding Aba while contemp
lating the construction of the mina
ret — but perhaps that may also be 
regarded as a good omen!

Samerra's Charms:
Samerra is rich in scenery. Close 

by the Mutawakkel Mosque, a gol
den dome faces the sun. Under the 
dome are the tombs of two well 
known men in Samerra's history: 
"Al-Imam Ali Mohammed Al-Hadi" 

and his son "AI-Hassan"', known 
as the “Soldier". The graves are 
adorned with illustrations and deco
rations in gold, silver, glass and 
crystal, so that in addition to being 
a holy Mausoleum, it is also consi
dered one of the many fine artistic 
relics that Iraq prides herself of pos
sessing.

Another of Samerra's attractions 
is the great "Tharthar Dam” . To
gether with its 60 km. long canal



and the lake attached to it, it forms 
the Tharthar Project. It is a magni
ficent piece of work, and is the first 
view that meets visitors to Samerra.

Thus the scenes vary in Samerra, 
the city that was originally named 
"Surra Man Ra'a" meaning "plea
sed he is who beholds” Today it 
has regained its beauty and is once 
again a pleasure to the heart.

Hlustrutions and decorations 
in the Samerra Mosque.
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Baghdad's “ Wall Street”, the New Bank Street where all banks and business offices are situated.

IRAQI ARTISTS
ABD U L R E H M A N  A L -G A IL A N I

Born in 1928 in Baghdad.
Attended evening courses at the 
Fine Arts Institute — Depart
ment of Sculpture — and gradua
ted in 1952.
Received his Law Degree the 
same year.
Was granted a Ministry of Edu
cation scholarship to study sculp
ture in England at Camberwell 
College and afterwards at Chel
sea College for Fine Arts, where 
he received his N.D.D. Degree. 
Returned home, and has been 
instructor of sculpture at the 
Fine Arts Institute in Baghdad 
since then ... He is also Atring 
Head of his department.
Instructs students of architec
ture at the Engineering College 
in sculpture and history of art. 

Has taken part in several national 
and international exhibitions. 
One of his artistic achievements 
is the ceramic front of the ent
rance to the Central Bank of 
Iraq, and the sculptured pieces 
decorating the eastern side which 
present old and modern coins 
and various Iraqi symbols.
In his style he prefers the mo
dern school in sculpture, but is 
rather inclined to combine bet
ween abstract and realism.
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