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The P u b lic  R e la tio n s  O ff ic e r 

Department of D efence, 
S u lta n a te  of/Oman J

*

F o r  r e l e a s e  ; M onday, J u l y  1^

T he’S u ltan  o f Oman's A ir Force (SOAP) w il l  form 

a new squadron on th e  a r r i v a l  t h i s  month a t  S e e h o f  th e 

f i r s t  o f e ig h t tw in-eng ined  B ritten-N orm an D efenders, i t 

was announced in  Muscat to d ay . The supply  of a i r c r a f t 

to  the  new squadron, Ne. 5, w i l l  he completed by November.

The D efender, .which-are- the  m i l i t a r y  v e rs io n  of 

the  I s la n d e r ,  w i l l  be ad ap tab le  in  Oman to  a number o f 

r o l e s .  They w ill  be used f o r  passenger c a r ry in g , fo r 

f r e ig h t ,  fo r  reco n n aisan ce  and as a i r  am bulances. This 

l a t t e r  ro le  has g re a t  im portance because in  a d d itio n  to 

m il i ta r y  c a l l s ,  SCAF i s  very  f re q u e n tly  asked to  a i r l i f t 

c i v i l i a n  in v a l id s  from remote i n t e r i o r  a re a s  in  the 

m ountains t ko h o s p i ta ls  in  the  main p o p u la tio n  c e n tr e s .

The c o s t of the  e ig h t new a i r c r a f t  i s  j u s t  under 

£734,000.
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10.8*74.

From : The Public Relations Officer, 
Department of Defence, 
Sultanate of Oman.

Three more guerrillas have deserted the Communist 

side to join the Government forces in Oman. One, from 

a militia unit to the west of the Salalah - Thamarit 

(Midway) road, arrived in Salalah on July 6. The other 

two surrendered the next day. One is from the .Communist 

Bin Dhaheeb unit. The third man has not been identified 

publicly because he fears that the Communists may try to 

harm his family, who have not yet reached Salalah.
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From

11.8.74.

The Public Relations Officer, Department o^Defence, 
Sultanate^'of Oman.

Two more Communist guerrillas surrendered 
yesterday at Oman Government positions in Dhofar* One was 
a militia member from the so-called Ho Chi Min area, and 
the other a hardcore terrorist from the eastern sector. 
With five surrenders in the last five days, says a bulletin 
issued in Muscat, bringing the total for the first 10 days 
of August to nine, it is clear that the high rate of 
surrenders by Communists this year is continuing. During 
July 1974 there were 27 surrenders in contrast with July 
1975 when only eight men crossed over to the Oman Govern
ment. side*

GRA/FAK
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1 3 .8 .7 4 .

From : The P u b lic  R e la tio n s  O ff ic e r 
Depax^tee^rt of D efence, 

. S u l ta n a te  of Oman.

Four more Communist g u e r r i l l a s  have su rre n d e re d 
to  th e  Oman Government, a c co rd in g  to  a communique issu ed 
in  S a la la h .  They re p o r te d  to  one of the  i r r e g u la r  u n i t s , 
th e  F i r q a t  a l-M u s ta g a la , in  an a re a  n o r th  of the  D hofar 
p r o v in c ia l  c a p i t a l ,  on S a tu rd a y .

Three of th e  men be long  to  h a rd c o re  t e r r o r i s t  u n i t s , 
and one was s e rv in g  w ith  th e  m i l i t i a  e a s t  of the  S a la la h - 
T ham arit (Midway) ro a d . A ll b ro u g h t arms w ith  them . These 
were an ARMS r i f l e ,  two R ussian-m ade AK 47s, an au to m atic 
r i f l e  'and a  g ren ad e .

GRA/FAK
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Iron : The public Relations Officer# .department of defence,15.8.74. Sultanate of Caan.

A snail group of Communist guerrillas retreated 
when fired on by Oman Government forces on Tuesday# 
July 13# cast of Kedinat al-IIaq (White City), according 
to a communique issued in Muscat. This, one of the few 
recent contacts with the terrorists, was made in a joint 
patrol by ‘regular soldiers and irregulars from the local 
firqat. The patrol engaged the guerrillas with small arms 
fire, and also called down artillery fire on to their
position.
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From

1 8 .8 .7 4 *

The P u b l ic  R e l a t io n s  O f f i c e r , 
D ep artm en t o f  D e fe n c e , 
S u l t a n a te  o f Oman.

Two Communist g u e r r i l l a s  w ere k i l l e d  and two more 

wounded by Omani G overnm ent f o r c e s  in  an a c t i o n  n e a r  Tawi 

A ta i r  y e s t e r d a y  a c c o rd in g  to  a  m i l i t a r y  b u l l e t i n  from 

S a l a l a h .  Tawi A t a i r  i s  one o f  th e  l a t e s t  c e n t r e s  in  s o u th e rn 

Oman in  w hich  th e  G overnm ent h a s  i n s t a l l e d  a  C iv i l  A c tio n  Team 

to  a id , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  an  a r e a  f o r m e r ly  c o n t r o l l e d  by 

t e r r o r i s t s .

One o f  th e  wounded r e b e l s  was c a p tu r e d ,  and two AK 47

a u to m a tic  r i f l e s  w ere t a k e n .

The a c t i o n  o c c u r re d  when a  j o i n t  p a t r o l  o f  s o l d i e r s

and f i r q a i  i r r e g u l a r s  su r ro u n d e d  a  v i l l a g e  s o u th  s o u th -w e s t 

o f  Tawi A t a i r .  As s i x  enemy l e f t  th e  v i l l a g e  th e y  w ere engaged 

w ith  sm a ll  arm s f i r e  f ro m th e  Omani f o r c e s 1 ambush p o s i t i o n s .

T h ree  more men, th e  b u l l e t i n  a d d s , have  r e a l i s e d  t h a t

th e  Communist t e r r o r  cam paign  c a n n o t su c c e e d  in  D h o fa r , and

have  come o v e r  to  th e  G overnm ent s i d e . One r e p o r t e d  to  S a la l a h

on A ugust 1 4 , a n o th e r  to  S a l a l a h on A ugust 1 5 , and th e  t h i r d

to  G overnm ent f o r c e s  a t  M ughsayl th e  same day

GRA/FAK
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19.8.74.

From : The I’ublic Relations Officer, 
department of Defence, 
Sultanate of Oman.

Two more Communist guerrillas surrendered to Oman ' 
Government forces in Dhofar on August 17. This brought 
the total of guerrillas changing sides in the first 17 

days of this month to 17, averaging one a day, according 
to an announcement in Muscat.

It is nothd in-the Omani capital that there is now 
steady attrition of the guerrilla forces cut off from 
their supply bases in 'South Yemen by the Hornbeam Line 
and the positions along the road from Salalah to Thamarit 
(Midway)• '
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22.8.74.

From : The public Relations Officer 
Department of Defence, 
Sultanate of Oman.

Omani Government forces, in an operation in the 
Wadi Risham area, west of the Salalah - Thamarit (Midway) 
road, have carried the fight this week into more Communist 
guerrilla hideouts, says a Muscat bulletin. A number of 
contacts were made, and two guerrillas are known to have 
been wounded, possibly mortally.

The operation took place on the night of August 19, 
and continued well into August 20. From the regular forces 
there were elements of the Muscat Regiment, the Frontier 
Force and the Armoured car squadron. Guns of the Oman 
Artillery -were in support. Irregular forces came from 
four different firqats. There were no casualties on the 
Government side.

In addition to forcing the guerrillas from hideouts 
they had probably considered immune from search, the operation 
demonstrated how the present season of monsoon rains and 
the heavy mist, known as khareef, has not prevented the 
Omani forces from maintaining their initiative. Last 
monsoon season only a limited number of positions were 
held in the mountains. This-year the Sultan’s Armed Forces 
had many more positions in the jebel and. all of them have 
been fully operational throughout the monsoon. There has 
been constant patrolling and ambushing over an ever-videning 
area formerly dominated by the Communists.

Guerrilla activity has been very subdued oyer recent 
weeks. Almost the only action has been ineffective mortar 
attacks in the Sarfait (Simba) area and to the north of the



2 -

Wadi Ashawq. These attacks have all been inaccurate 

and have caused no Government casualties.

Indicative of Communist insecurity also is the 

continuing surrender of enemy personnel, particularly 

in the area between the Hornbeam Line and the Salalah 

road. Three more surrenders have taken place around 

Salalah in the past three days, making a total of 20 

giving up between August 1 and August 19.
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26 SEP 1974 z v ^  From ; The P u b lic  R e la tio n s  O ffice^
d e p a rtm en t o f D efence, 

/ 2 6 . 9 # 7 4 .  S u l ta n a te  o f Oman.

R?SS rh^va^ -

A prom inen t member o f the- s o -c a l le d  .- o pu l a r 

F ro n t f o r  th e  L ib e r a t io n  o f Oman and th e  A rab ian 

G u lf (1FLGAG), A lawi F a d h i l ,  has a r r iv e d  in  Oman 

from Aden, inr^hc^>om\7ci^GLo^R^pute ,

a c c o rd in g  to  a  m i l i t a r y  b u l l e t i n  is su e d  in  S a la lh h . 

He a r r iv e d  in  S a la la h  on Septem ber 22 , to  d e c la re  t h a t 

he now r e j e c t e d  th e  p o l i c i e s  o f th e  Communist t e r r o r i s t 

o rg a n is a t io n ,  and w ished to  e s t a b l i s h  h is  l o y a l ly  to  the 

S u l t a n ’ s Government®

Alawi F a d h il  h e ld  im p o r ta n ^ p o s ts  in  th e  1 FLGAG 

o r g a n is a t io n .  He was in  cjxfrge o f th e  F r o n t ’s C airo 
o f f i c e  b e fo re  go in g  t o x ^ e n .  In  th e  c a p i t a l  o f South 

Yemen, where th e  P̂ ZTOAG g u e r r i l l a s  a re  b ased , he was 

in  charge  o f th e  F r o n t ’ s i n t e r i o r  in fo rm a tio n  s e c t io n .

The Oman b u l l e t i n  adds t h a t  two more xFLCAG f ig h t e r s 

have su rre n d e re d  to  Government fo rc e s  in  D hofar. Loth 

re p o r te d  to  S a la la h ,  one on Septem ber 17 and th e  second 

on Septem ber 25.

GRA/FAR
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