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[ The /allowing are extracts from 
Aha Bakr ul-Khatlb al-Baghdadi's 
History of Baghdad. Some passages 
are somewhat /reel’/ translated, and 
•not in lull.]

No city in the world equalled 
Baghdad of the Abbasids in gran­
deur and magnificence, the number 
of scholars and other distinguished 
men, extent and population, the 
number of thoroughfares, streets, 
alleys, houses, mosques, inns, mar­
kets, public baths, etc. No other city 
had as pure air, sweet water, mild 
summer and winter, healthy spring 
and autumn, as it had. And it has 
never been as populated and deve­
loped as in the times of Calif Martin 
ar-Rashid.

When Calif al-Mansur decided 
to build Baghdad, he called to his

presence the engineers, architects 
and surveyors, and outlined to them 
the kind of city he envisaged. Then 
he sent for all kinds of artisans and 
workers. He only began work when 
many thousands of these were 
collected. He then had the plan of 
the new city — which was to be 
a round one — made. Il is said there 
is no other round city in the world. 
He laid its foundations on a date 
chosen by Nawbakht, the astrolo­
ger.

Il is slated by Ahmad ibn al- 
Barbari that the Baghdad of al- 
Mansur was 130 (square?) jarlbs 
(in area ?). II has also been said 
that it was two square “miles" (?) 
in area. Al Barahari says that the 
Calif expended 18 million dirhims

RabAh, the builder, one of those 
who undertook the construction of 
the city's Wall, says that the Gates 
of the city were one mile apart from 
each other and that in each layer 
of the Wall there were 100,000 
unbaked bricks.

The city had four Gales: if a 
man came from al-Hijilz, he entered 
it through the KOfa Gale; if from 
the West, he entered through the 
Syria Gate; if from al-AhwAz, 
Basra, WAsil, Yamilma or Bahrain, 
he entered through the Basra Gate; 
if from the East, he entered through 
the Khurilsiln Gate. All these Gates 
faced the Palace. On each of them 
a dome was built. Twenty eight 
lowers were built belween each two 
Gales, with the exception of those 
belween the Basra and Kufa Gates,

for there was an extra tower. The 
distance belween the Khurasan and 
Kiifa Gates was 800 dhird's', that 
belween the Syria and Basra Gates 
was 600 dhinTs.

Al-Mansur ordered the construc­
tion of three bridges, one for 
women only and the other two for 
himself and his retinue. Ar-Rashid 
constructed two more bridges.

There was an average of 30,000 
ferries and other boats (plying on 
the Tigris and other waterways) 
The total earnings of their owners 
were estimated at 90,000 dirhims 
per day.

There were 60,000 public baths, 
each served by at least 5 men : the 
bath-keeper, a manager, a sweeper, 
a fire-tender and a water-carrier. 
Thus there was a total of 300,000 
of such men in Baghdad.

There was an average of 5 mos­
ques as against each bath, thus a 
total of 300,000 mosques. Each mos­
que was attended by at least 5 
people, and hence all by at least a 
thousand thousand and five hund­
red thousand (1,500,000) people. 
One rail- of soap was needed by 
each of these on Eeast Eves, thus, 
1,500,000 rails by all.

There were 6,000 streets and 
thoroughfares in West Baghdad and 
4,000 in East Baghdad.

Some of Baghdad's nahrs (rivers, 
watercourses, canals) ran between 
the houses. The most famous nahrs 
w ere: Nahr 'Isd, spanned by 11 
qantaras (small, simple bridges), 
Nahr as-Sarat, spanned by 6 qan­
taras; Nahr Khandaq Tahir, span­
ned by 4 qantaras; Nahr Karkhaya- 
spanned by 3 qantaras; Nahr Razin,

Nahr al-‘Am0d, Nahr Al-Dajaj, 
Nahr Qati'ali'l-KilAb, Nahr Musa, 
Nahr al-Mu'allA and Nahr al-Mah- 
di.

The markets of Baghdad were 
so crowded that one could hardly 
pass through them. The most fa­
mous were: the 'Alash (Thirst) 
Market, the ThulAlhA' (Tuesday) 
Market, the Ghanam (Sheep) Mar­
ket, the DnwAb (Livestook) Market 
and the Ta'Arn (Foodstuff Market).

Among well-known streets were : 
Karm al-Mu'arrash, Amr ar-ROmi, 
al-Mahdl, al-Kabsh, al-Qahatiba 
arid al-MaidAn streets.

Among celebrated palaces were 
al-Firdaws, nl-Hasani, al-Rusafa, 
al-Thuraiyya and al-Khuld Palaces. 
Of famous bustdns (orchards, gar- 
dens> we may mention two: al- 
ZAhir and Hafs.

Baghdad" says Abt) Bakr ibn 
Ayyush, "is a huntress whose game 
are men ... He who has not seen 
Baghdad has seen nothing."
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ihrm. there ran around the lower 
parts of the walls friezes of blue mar- 
l>le inlaid with while marble and 
decurated, may be, with flower and 
leaf patterns, and Kufic or Naakhi 
I'lext-hand) inscriptions, below w hi­
ch ran geometric repeating patterns. 
Such ornamentation is often seen 
in Medieval buildings which still 
survive, such ns the Nuri Mosque, 
the \hn/dni} uf Imam (Saint, Yahi- 
ya ibn al-Qdssim. the Nizami School, 
etc.

We may point out to the follow­
ing as specimens of Mosulite work­
manship :

(t Mihrdb, or prayer-niche1, of 
al Nuri Mosque, a survival of the 
twelfth century. Il is decorated with 

live unity of rare beauty. Later 
craftsmen strived to imitate its orna­
ment. and though some of them pro­
duced beautiful works, they failed 
to attain its artistic finish.

(2 Mihrdb of Yahiya ibn al- 
QAssim’s Magdin, Its upper pari is 
covered with engraved floral and 
foliated patterns, which also run in 
bands round the four walls of the 
maqdm. The patterns are an imita­
tion of the al-NOri Mosque’s 
nil hrdb.

3 Mthrab of the Daughters of 
al-Hassans Mnqdm. Jis interior is 
ornamented with Kuffic inscriptions 
in relief, and geometric design units 
inlaid with white marble. It is bor­
dered on all three sides with insc­
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T h e  A r a b  E x o d u s
B y  E r s k i n e  C h i l d e r s

S u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i ­
c a l  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  a c t u a l  A r a b 
E x o d u s  o f  1 9 4 8  —  w h i c h  1 h a v e 
b e e n  h e a l i n g  i n  T h e  S p e c t a t o r  - - 
t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  b o d y  o f  e v i d e n c e ,  h i 
a  c o u r t ,  s h a l l  w e  s a y  t h e  W o r l d 
C o u r t ,  t h e  w h o l e  r e c o r d  o f  Z i o n i s m 
v i s - a - v i s  t h e  A r a b  o f  P a l e s t i n e  o v e r 
t h e  w h o l e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w o u l d 
a l s o  l i e  c o n s i d e r e d .

I I  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  I s r a e l i  a n d 
Z i o n i s t  c l a i n  t h . i t  t h e y  n e v e r  s o u g h t 
I o  d i s p l a c e  o r  d e p r i v e  t i l e  A r a b s  o f 
P a l e s t i n e ;  t h a t  b u t  f o r  t h e  " m a ­
c h i n a t i o n s  o f  a  f e w  A r a b  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s " ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e 
b e e n  a  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  Z i o n i s m 
a n d  t h e  A r a b :  t h a t  b u t  f o r  A r a b 
r e s i s t a n c e '  t o  I h r  U . N ,  p a r t i t i o n 
s c h e m e ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e 
b e e n  r e f u g e e s ;  t h a t  t h e  Z i o n i s t 
m o v e m e n t  i m p l o r e d  P a l e s t i n e ' s 
A r a b s  I o  s l a y ,  b u t  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e 
" A r a b  l e a d e r s "  o r d e r e d  I l i e  c i v i l ­
i a n s  I n  e v a c u a t e .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  I s r a ­
e l i  c l a i m  a b o u t  I l i r  A r a b  E x o d u s 
i s  p a r t  o f  a  f a r  o l d e r  a n d  w i d e r 
c l a i m  o f  a  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  o f  s w e e t ­
n e s s  t o w a r d s  P a l e s t i n e ' s  i n d i g e n o u s 
p e o p l e .
1 s h o u l d  l i k e  b r i e f l y  t o  n x a i n i n i . 

t h i s  l o n g - t e r m  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  k n o w n 
h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s ;  f o r  1 b e l i e v e  t h a t 
t h e  c o n v o l u t i o n s  o f  Z i o n i s t  p r o p a ­
g a n d a  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  a n d  o f 
Z i o n i s t  a n d  t h e n  I s r a e l i  t r e a t m e n t 
o f  P a l e s t i n e ’ s  A r a b s  i n  t h e m s e l v e s 
c i m s l i l u l e  g r a v e  e v i d e n c e  c o n c e r n - 
m g  t h e  E x o d u s  i n  1 9 4 8 .
B e f o r e  1 9 1 7

I n  1 8 9 1 ,  t h e  J e w i s h  w r i t e r  A h a d 
I l a  a m  w r o t e  h i s  T h e  T r u t h  f r u t H 
P h i r s t i f u j ,  d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  i m p r e s ­
s i o n s  o f  t h e  t h e n  l i n y  Z i o n i s t  e l e m e n t 
i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  l i e  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y 
a l a r m e d  b y  w h a t  h e  f o u n d  a m o n g

s o m e  o f  I h e  Z i o n i s l  p i o n e e r s ,  e v e n 
I h e t i  t o  w r i t e  t h a t  t h e y  :

" . . .  t r e a t  I l i e  A r a b s  w i t h  h o s t i ­
l i t y  a n d  c r u e l l y ,  d e p r i v e  t h e m  o f 
t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  o f f e n d  t h e m  w i t h o u t 
c a u s e  a n d  e v e n  b o a s t  o f  t h e s e 
d e e d s " .

A h a d  H a ’ a m  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e 
a b o u t  P a l e s t i n e .  I n  1 9 1 3 .  i n  a  I d l e r 
l u  S m i l a n s k y ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s 
h o r r o r  a l  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  s o m e 
Z i o n i s t s  p r a c t i s e d  a  d e l i b e r a t e  b o y ­
r o l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  A r a b s :

I f  i t  i s  s o  n o w .  w h a t  w i l l  b e 
o u r  r e l a t i o n  I o  t h e  o t h e r s  i f  i n  I r u t h 
w e  s h a l l  a c h i e v e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  l i m e ’ 
p o w e r  i n  E r e t z  I s r a e l ?  I f  t h i s  b e  t h e 
‘ M e s s i a h ’ , 1 d o  n o t  w i s h  t o  s e c  h i s 
c o m i n g ” .

I n  1 9 M ,  h e  h a d  n u t  c h a n g e d 
I h i s  a s s e s s m e n t .  I n  I h a t  y e a r .  I h e 
e v e  o f  t h e  W o r l d  W a r  t h a t  w a s  t o 
l e ^ d  I o  t h e  B a l f o u r  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  t h i s 
J e w i s h  w r i t e r  s a i d  o f  P a l e s t i n e 
Z i o n i s t s ,  m o s t  p r o p h e t i c a l l y  :

T h e y  w e r e  a n g r y  I n w a r d s  l l m s r 
w h o  r e m i n d  I h r m  t h a t  t h e r e  s  s t i l l 
a n o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  E r r l z  I s r a e l  t h a t 
h a s  b e e n  l i v i n g  t h e r e  a n d  d u e s  n u t 
i n t e n d  n t  a l l  t o  l e a v e . ” 
I n  1 9 1 7

A g a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  c o n ­
d u c t ,  w e  m a y  n e x t  c o n s i d e r  w h a t 
a p p r o a c h  t h e  o u t s i d e  Z i o n i s t  • ' m o v e ­
m e n t  l o o k  t o w a r d s  t h e  A r a b s  w h e n , 
d u r i n g  t h e  W o r l d  W - h r .  C h a i m 
W e i z m a n n  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  s e t 
a b o u t  s e c u r i n g  t h e  f a m o u s  B a l f o u r 
D e c l a r a t i o n .  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  P a ­
l e s t i n e  w a s  a t  t h a t  l i m e  o v e r  9 0  p e r 
c e n t  i n d i g e n o u s  A r a b s  —  o v e r 
G U O .O O O  s u c h  p e o p l e  —  a s  a g a i n s t 
s o m e  5 5 , 0 0 0  J e w s ,  b y  n o  m e a n s  a l l 
o f  w h o m  w e r e  i m m i g r a n t s .

I t  i s  a  m a i l e r  o f  r e c o r d  t h a t  i n 
t h e i r  d r a f t s  o f  t h e  B a l f o u r  D e c l a r a -



make their existence known. The 
next twist in Zionist propaganda 
was, therefore, to acknowledge 
their existence, hut to say that it 
presented no problem. Palesine, 
Zionism began claiming to the 
world, was a land of plenty, of 
untold and untapped resources — 
capable of absorbing not only the 
Arabs and their natural increase, 
but mass Jewish immigration, in 
whatever numbers Zionism deemed 
fit.

All the expert economic surveys 
categorically refuting this picture 
were denounced as “unti-Jewish” , 
as “ pro-Arab propaganda4', as lies. 
And side by side with the image 
of almost limitless absorptive capa­

might he difficult. 
frequently been sug
thirties. Now, in 1947
Nations look over th
hailed as the solutio
Zionism performed 
After 30 years of claim
of of Palestine as 
millennially destined,
cally needed domain, 
publicly accepted par
irreducible minimum
Agency formally agre
U.K. demarcation of 
tine fur a Jewish S
that would contain 
Arab population of 
The Agency said i



p o r t  o f  f o r e i g n  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  h a s 
b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  e n t i r e 
w o r l d .

B u t  t h e  f i n a l  t w i s t  h a s  l a t e l y 
b e c o m e  a p p a r e n t .  I s r a e l  h a s  t a k e n 
i n  s o m e  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  J e w s  f r o m  A r a b 
c o u n t r i e s ,  M r .  B e n - G u r i o n  c l a i m s , 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  " r e p r e s s i o n ' 1 i n 
t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e 
I s r a e l  a l l e g e s  t h a t  t h e  6 5 0 , 1 ) 0 0  P a l e s ­
t i n e  A r a b s  l e f t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  A r a b 
S t a t e s  o r d e r e d  t h e m  t o  e v a c u a t e .  S o 
t h e  f i n a l  t w i s t  i s ,  a s  M r .  B e n - G u r i o n 
e x p r e s s l y  p u t  i t  i n  t h e  K n e s s e t  o n 
1 7 t h .  M a y  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h a t  a l l  t h a t 
h a s  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d  i s  a  d e  f a c t o 
e x c h a n g e  < > f  p o p u l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n 
I s r a e l  a n d  h e r  A r a b  n e i g h b o u r s ’ * .

( I n  t h e  s a m e  s p e e c h  M r .  B e n - 
G u r i o n  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  d e n i e d  t h a t  “ a 
s i n g l e  A r a b  r e s i l i e n t  h a d  b e e n  e x ­
p e l l e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s i n c e  t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a l e  o f  I s ­
r a e l 1 * .  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  3 5 0 . 0 0 0  e x p e l ­
l e d  b y  I s r a e l i  f o r c e s  b e t w e e n  1 5 t h . 
M a y ,  1 9 4 8 ,  a n d  t h e  1 9 4 9  A r m i s t i c e s , 
i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  U . N .  r e c o r d  t h a t 
m o r e  t h o u s a n d s  o v e r  6 , 0 0 0  i n  o n e 
I ’ . N .  r e p o r t  ( 5  1 7 9 7 ,  e l  s e q . )  w e r e 
m i l i t a r i l y  e v i c t e d  s i n c e  t h e  A r m i s ­
t i c e s ) .

L e t  u s .  t h e n ,  r e c a p i t u l a t e  t h i s 
f a c t u a l  r e c o r d .  Z i o n i s m  b e g a n  b y 
s e e k i n g  t o  s u p p r e s s  f r o m  t h e  w o r ­
l d ’ s  k n o w l e d g e  t h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e 
o r  A r a b s  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  N e x t ,  w h e n 
t h i s  p r o v e d  i m p o s s i b l e ,  Z i o n i s m 
s a i d  t h a t  i n  a n y  c a s e  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d 
r m  d i f f i c u l t y ,  b e c a u s e  P a l e s t i n e 
c o u l d  e a s i l y  c a t e r  f o r  t h e m  a s  w e l l 
a s  m a s s  J e w i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n .  T h e n 
i n  1 9 4 8 - 4 9 .  Z i o n i s m  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
s t a t e  " m a d e  l a r g e r  a n d  J e w i s h ”  b y 
o f f i c i a l  Z i o n i s t  f o r c e s ;  a n d  i n  t h e 
p r o c e s s  e x p e l l e d  a n d  t e r r o r i z e d  i n t o 
f l i g h t  6 5 0 . 0 0 0  o f  t h e  A r a b s .  A t .  o n c e .

P a l e s t i n e  c e a s e d  t o  b e  s u c h  a  l a n d 
o f  p l e n t y  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e s e  A r a b s — 
t h e i r  r e t u r n  w o u l d  p r e s e n t  “ a n 
i n s u p e r a b l e  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m ” . 
B u t  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  p h y s i c ­
a l l y  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  a  m i l i o n 
J e w s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n ,  s e v e r a l  h u n ­
d r e d  t h o u s a n d  o f  t h e m  f r o m  A r a b 
c o u n t r i e s .  A n d  t o - d a y .  t h e  c y c l e  i s 
a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e :  a l l  t h a t  h a s  h a p ­
p e n e d ,  M r .  B e n - G u r i o n  s a y s ,  i s  t h a t 
p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  " d e  f a c t o 
e x c h a n g e d ” .

I l  i s  a l l  v e r y  c o n v e n i e n t  i n d e e d . 
I  d o  n o t  w i s h  t o  s e e m  f l i p p a n t  a b o u t 
s o  e n o r m o u s  a  h u m a n  t r a g e d y ,  b u t 
o n  t h i s  r e c o r d  o n e  l a s t  t w i s t  g r i m l y 
s u g g e s t s  i t s e l f .  T h a t  w o u l d  l i e  i f  M r . 
B e n - G u r i o n  s o m e  d a y  a n n o u n c e s 
t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  n e v e r  w e r e  a l l 
t h o s e  A r a b s  i n  P a l e s t i n e :  t h a t  t h e r e 
h a s  b e e n  a  f r i g h t f u l  m i s t a k e :  t h a t 
t h e  o n e s  c a l l e d  r e f u g e e s  w e r e  a c ­
t u a l l y  t o u r i s t s  w h e n  t h e  w a r  o f  1 9 4 8 
b r o k e  o u t .

N e v e r  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y  h a v e  s o 
m a n y  l i e s ,  s u c c e e d i n g  a n d  c o n t r a d ­
i c t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b e e n  o f f e r e d 
w i t h  > u c h  g l i b  c o n f i d e n c e  a b o u t  t h e 
f a  I e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f 
h u m a n  b e i n g s .  A n d  n e v e r  —  a n d  I 

s a y  t h i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a s  a  W e s t e r n e r 
—  h a s  t h e  W e s t  b e e n  s o  m a s s i v e l y 
d e l u d e d  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  s u c h  a  s t o r y 
a b o u t  s o  m a n y  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  u n t i l 
n o w .  I t  i s  l i k e  a  m a c a b r e  n i g h t m a r e 
—  a  m o n s t r o u s  v e r b a l  j e s t  e c h o i n g 
a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ,  o v e r  t h e  l i v e s  a n d 
m e m o r i e s  a n d  l o n g i n g s  o f  a  s m a l l 
n a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e .  T o  m y  k n o w l e d g e , 
I  h a v e  d e a l t  i n  t h i s  s u r v e y  o n l y 
w i l h  d e m o n s t r a b l e  f a c t .  F o r  m y 
p a r t  1 c a n n o t  r e s t  w h i l e  m y  o w n 
p e o p l e ,  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  r e m a i n  u n a ­

w a r e  o f  t h e  f a c t s ;  u n a w a r e  o f  t h i s 
h i d e o u s  g a m e  w i t h  h u m a n  l i v e s .

1 6



T u r k o m a n  F o l k l o r i s t s  h a v e  d e ­
v o t e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  m o s t l y  t n 
“ K h o r i y a t ”  a  t y p e  o f  f o l k - s o n g 
c o m p o s e d  i n  q u a t r a i n s .  T h e  T u r k o ­
m a n  p o e t ,  S a y y i d  ‘ A r f i ,  w a s  t h e  f i r s t 
t o  p u b l i s h  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e 
s o n g s  ( 1 8 5 1 ) ,  F o r  t h e  h i s t  d e c a d e 
t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f 
d e t a i l e d  s t u d y .  O w i n g  t o  c e r t a i n 
p e c u l i a r i t i e s  w h i c h  m a k e  t h e m  e a s y 
t o  c o m p o s e  b y  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p e o p l e , 
t h e y  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n  r e s p e c t  t n 
b o t h  c o n t e n t  a n d  f o r m ,  f u r t h e r  t h a n 
T u r k i s h  s o n g s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e 
w o r l d ,  s u c h  a s  T u r k e y ,  A z e r b a i j a n 
a n d  C e n t r a l  A s i a .

S o m e  o f  t h e s e  q u a t r a i n s  a r c 
s o n g s  o f  w o r k  a n d  t o i l .  T h e y  t e l l  o f

t h e  l i f e  o f  d r u d g e r y  a n d  s u f f e r i n g 
f u r m e l y  l e d  b y  t h e  t o i l e r s ,  b o t h  m e n 
a n d  w o m e n ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e 
l a t t e r ,  w h o  s a t  s p i n n i n g  f r o m  e a r l y 
m o r n i n g  t i l l  b i t e  a t  n i g h t .  I n  a  q u a ­
t r a i n ,  u  w o m a n  s a y s :  “ I  h a v e  a 
s p i n d l e  w h i c h  i s  l i k e  a  t a t t o o  o n  a 
b e a u t i f u l  c h e e k .  D o  n o t  b e  d e c e i v e d 
b y  i t s  s i l e n c e :  i t  i s  m o r e  t y r a n n o u s 
t h a n  t h e  A n g e l  o f  D e a t h ”

T u r k o m a n  f o l k  d a n c e s  a n d  m u s i c 
e x p r e s s  c o m m u n a l  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l 
f e e l i n g s  —  o f  l o v e ,  s u f f e r i n g ,  h e r o i ­
s m .  e t c .  T h e  f a m o u s  Q a h i n j - Q a l - 
k h u n  g r o u p  d a n c e  s y m b o l i z e s  b a t t l e s 
w a g e d  b y  T u r k o m a n s  i n  b y g o n e 
c e n t u r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s 
w e l l  u s  g r o u p  d a n c e s  p e r f o r m e d  a t

w e d d i n g s ,  b i r t h d a y s ,  S p r i n g  a n d 
o t h e r  f e s t i v a l s .

O n  t h e  w h o l e ,  T u r k o m a n  p o p u ­
l a r  l i t e r a t u r e  c o m p r i s e s  s o n g s ,  t a l e s , 
m y t h s ,  p r o v e r b s ,  w i t t i c i s m s ,  r i d ­
d l e s ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  e l e g i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r 
f o r m s ,  i n  p r o s e  n r  v e r s e ,  h a n d e d 
d o w n  f r o m  t h e  r e m o t e  p a s t .

U n d e r  T u r k o m a n  F o l k l o r e  r o m r 
a l s o  o t h e r  f i n e  a r t s ,  s u c h  a s  o r n a ­
m e n t a t i o n ,  e n g r a v i n g ,  t a t t o o i n g ; 
u s e f u l  a r t s  a n d  t r a d e s ,  s u c h  a s  p o t ­
t e r y ,  m e t a l ,  l e a t h e r  a n d  s t r a w  w o r k s , 
s p i n n i n g ,  w e a v i n g ,  a m i  k n i t t i n g . 
N a t i v e  d r e s s e s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  b u i l d i n g s , 
w e d d i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  c e r e m o n i e s ,  a r e 
a l s o  p a r t  o f  T u r k o m a n  F o l k l o r e .
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A hand-made jug-like ornament 
made of pottery. I t  comes from Kirfi.

coloured hand-made plate and 
decanter. They are made of plaited 
palm tree leaf fibre and they come 
from Kubaisa.
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I R A Q I

(S l ia  lan Mr. Sha'Ian was born in 
1930 in the town of Al-Maq- 
ciadiyya, Diyala liwa (provin­
ce). He began artistic produc­
tion in 1950. In 1952 he took 
part in an exhibition held by the 
Baghdad Croup of Modern Art 
and in the exhibition held on 
the occasion of the millenary 
commemoration ol Ibn Sina 
(Avicenna). He also took part 
in an exhibition of Iraqi art 
held in India that year.

In 1953, he graduated from 
the Fine Arts Institute, Bagh­
dad.

In 1959, he went to Poland 
on a scholarship to study mo­
dern trends in art. While in 
Europe, he participated in an 
Iraqi exhibition which toured 
Eastern and Central Europe.

Mr. Sha'ISn is a member of 
the Association of Iraqi A r­
tists. He is a "Modernist” 
who tries to express and inter­
pret the national Character.
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