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COMRADE FAHAD AND THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST OPPORTUNISM

By Mohammed Hussain Abu Al-Iss, member of the Founding Committee of the Com-

The eleventh anniversary of the
martyrdom of Comrades Fahad, Ze-
ki Bassim and Hussain al-Shibibi
is commemorated today, and today

Party combats revisionist op-
portunism lead by an opportunist
well known in the days of Comrade
fahad. On this oceasion we may 1
fer to the past struggle of Comrade
Fahad against opportunism in its
politieal and organisational forms
and the degree to which it 1s con-
Hl’l.i(?l] with the new opportunist tr-
end.

Comrade ‘Fahad’'s strugle agai-
nst opportunism was mainly in the
period of the building of the party
and its first steps in the mass str-
ugele. That period was eritical for
although the Party was born in the
year 1934 the repeated blows which
it received in the first years of its
existence and its lack of experience
made the first task of Comrade Fa-
had after he came to the leader-
ship of the Party in 1939 — to en-
sure the building of a firm organisa-
tional structure and the upholding
of Leninist discipline and demoe-
ratic centralism in its ranks.

Opportunism arose in the Party
for the first time as a trend hostile
to Leninist organisation, attacking
party discipline and following a h-
beral line in organisation so as fo
prevent the working class from for-
ming its iron-disciplined and firmly
organised party, and as a result to
surrender to the domination and
ideology of the hourgeoisie.

As those trends were exposed
the Party consolidated itself and
took the first steps in the mass st-

zle to encourage the workers to

¢ advantage of what little legal
rights they had to form their trade
unions, a “‘leftist’”’ tune was heard
for the first time. What it piped
was that “‘organising trade unions
is a premature act”. The one who
called this tune is the head of the
new revisionist rightist clique, who
parted company with Comrade Fa-
had and tried to form a group of
opportunists and make them work
against the Party exactly as Tro-

munist Party of lrag.
fysky had done in his ill-famed

“August Alliance’”. Abont this
hampion of opportunism Comrade
Fahad said: “They are now align-
ing all opportunists and dismissed
individuals under the leadership
— they are all leaders though! —
of a new r who has recently
left our ranks. The aims of this
federation are then very well-
known: in faet, they shamelessly
confess that this federation of var-
ious treachorous and oportunist ele-
ments seted against the T.C.P.
(Those interested in and aequainted
with the activities of the I.(.P. and
the labour movement in Iraq know
only too well who this ‘‘new trai-
tor’’ is).

This new “‘champion’ actually
formed his oportunist group and
called for the party to confine itself
to underground activities, denying
it of all means of open itation.
He obstructed the effor
party to lead the masses :
democratie organisations. FEventu-
ally he preached accession to the
political party of the national bou-
reoisie and at the same time ve-
hemently attacked the National Tii-
beration Party, the nearest revolu-
tionary ally of the T.C.P.

In the year 1945 when there
was slight possibility of open work,
a hitist oportunist movement ap-
peared ealling for the cessation of
underground struggle and confining
the party to open work. This new
movement is diametrically opposed
to the lettist-opportunist one, whi-
ch was against any amount of open
work. Both movements were utterly
wrong. The only eorrect orientation
was the one adopted by the Party,
that of eementing the structure of
the Party in order to make it a real
C.P. on Leninist bases, while simu-
ltaneously making the fullest pos-
sible use of the possibilities of op-
en work. The circumstances prevail-
ing then made it impossible for the
party to come into the open without
running the risk of being persecu-
ted. On the other hand, the possi-
hilities of open work, small though
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they were, enabled the Party to
benefit in penetrating the masses
and undertaking a piloneering role
in the national movement. Comrade
Fahad, therefore, waged a strug-
ole against both deviationist move-
ments and managed to shatter first
the ‘‘leftist” and then that of ‘le-
gal Marxism', which outspokenly
demanded the very dismantling of
the Party. He wrote several arti-
cles in “*Al-Qaidah” entitled *‘Dis-
mantling of C.P. a Wrong Slogan’”
aimed at the latter movement. In
these articles he proved the neces-
sity of keeping the C.P. as a party
of the workers and of the masses
of toilers participating, at one and
the same time, in the general strug-
ole for national liberation. Previ-
ously, in the year 1944, Comrade
Fahad had written: ““The Commu-
nist par e not at all similar fo
clandestine societies whose aims
and inferests are contrary to those
of the people and which resort fo
plots and terrorism. The communist
parties, le and ecland
not hesitate to voice the
take a firm stand on anything con-
nected with their class, eountry or
bwmanity in general. What makes
some communist parties resort to
nnderground work is persecution by
the ruling eclass and its govern-
ments, which prevent the party
from preaching its programme and
from forming its organisations op-
enly. Party members are vietimized
and treated as outlaws (laws of ty-
rannical governments of course).
The Communist are not, needless to
say, in love with dungeons and pri-
sons and are not particularly fond
of police raids; neither are they im-
pressed by the spy’s face following
them wherever they go, but they
put up with all this and mueh more
than this, for one sole reason, whi-
ch is dearer to them than homes
or relatives: they hate the enemies
of their ( who stand in the way
of human progress”. (““A Commu-
nist Party, not Social Democracy’').
The lapse of time has proved
that the Party was right and the

Cont. on p. 18

Attitude to Party Licence Clarified

(From “Ittihad al-Shaah’ of 10-2-1960)

Yesterday the paper *‘Al-Mab-
d1'" appeared in an evening supple-
twent carrying a licence to Dawood
al-Saigh 1o form a ‘‘Communist
Tarty’’ stating that no objections
Iad been raised by the Ministry of
Jaterior against their applieation
during the period fixed by the Law.

As Ittihad al-Shaab has received

itguiries from many citizens regar-
ding this matter, it has interviewed
aae of the applicants for the forma-
ton of the Communist Party of
Ieng, who made the following state-

“ment:—

“All the people know what fook
place regarding the Dawood al-Sa-
igh application. That application
never fulfilled the legal reguire-
ments from the beginning, for it
did not submit, as other parties
did, anything showing it had the
written support of fifty persons ha-
ving the legal qualifications. Besi-
des that its “‘founding committee”
twice collapsed and Tost the legal
requirements and this within less
than one month, o

The first time eight withdrew —
including Kadhim Shawi the editor
of ““‘Al-Mabda’’ — and the with-
drawal of six of them was publi-
shed on Jonuary 14th 1960, and
after a few days that of Thsan You-
sef, who returned later on to the
Saigh cligue.

On the drd of February 1960
aight persons out of twelve took a
decision to withdraw the applica-
tion which they had submitted fo
the Ministry of Interior and to con-
sider tliat application as null and
void. The Ministry of Interior has
the written doeuments which prove
this. [ttihad al-Shaab also has those
dneuments, ;

As for the eleven names publi-
sbed by “*Al-Mabda yesterday cla-
iming that they are the ‘‘founding
committes’, only three of them si-
eied the application as founding
members with the first group. Sai-
ah, Salim Shahin, Ibruiim Abdul
Hassain and others became “‘found-
ing members” at different periods
ard most of them became ‘‘found-
ing members"’ after the decision of
the second “‘founding committee’
to withdraw its application.

Apart from that the application
did not state — just the mere state-
ment — that it enjoys the support
of fifty persons having the lega
(ualifications, otherwise why were
their names not published in the
course of a whole month and even
after publishing the “party lice-
nee'" ?

The member of the founding
committee of the Communist Party
of Trag then aded:—

“We ask the Minister of Inter-
ior:— How were these matters in-
vestigated with regard to the loss
of legality of Saigh's applieation
o two oceasions? And why did he
not ohjeet to Saigh's program
and rules for containing similar
words and matter which he objee-
ted to when they were in our pro-
gramme and rules?

This binsed attitude to patriotic 3

parties and bodies and the attempt
fo raise obstacles in the way of the
[ragi working class enjoying its
just right to political organisation,
embodied in its Iragi Communist
Party — such an attitude does not
only harm the demoeratic life and
the freedom of party organisation
all the people, but also jeopardizes
the safeguarding of the republie.
Tor what the imperialists and their
agents work for is to ereate and
widen differences among the patrio-
tic forces and between the Govern-
ment and some of the patriotic gro-
ups, so as to create a breach throu-
ah whieh fo perpetrate its plots and
conspiracies against the republie.

It is clear from the facts men-
tioned above, that it is incorrect
when Saigh declares that his
“party’” is “licensed’” just because
a month 1 since he sub-
mitted his applieation without ha-
ving any objection raised against
it. And even if one is to suppose
the existence of a “founding com-
mittee’ and fifty supporters, then
the ‘“‘licence’ in itself cannot make
a political party, however insigni-

efreaction in p

Six Patriots from Tellkiff Sen-
tenced to Death

The 1irst Martial Court has pas-
sed death sentences on six patriots
from Tellkiff. Others were also sen-
teneed o various terms, of impri-
conment. We have received a copy
of a petition signed by 254 inhabit-
ants of Tellkiff and addvessed to the
Leader. Ahdul Karim Qassem. The
petition asserted that ‘‘these pat-
riots are the staunchest defenders of
the Republie, who, prompted by
vour appeal, rallied to the defence
of our national revelution and par-
i~ular in the erushing of the cri-
minal Shawwaf insurrection’’. The
\petition also referred to the fact
Aot among other things the mal-
ing of false aceusation: inst fai-
thiul citizens was envisaged by
ion for the fou-
rth plot. Readers will remember
that Ittihad al-Shaab edited a sum-
mary of the lawyers’ statement in
defence of these patriots. The law-
reminded the Court that the
~use had once heen closed because
the real ass ns were unknown.
It was brought up again when pre-
parations for the fourth plot were
afoot, particularly because the ae-
aused wer ive members of demo-
cratic orzanisati and faithful fo
the Republic and its leaders.

Moreover the lawyers contended
that a letter issued by the Military
Governor considered all cases of
murder committed before midnight
12-13/3/1959 as assistance of the
wovernment against the enemies of
the Republic. The murder of two
plotters at Tellkiff took place on
9-10/:3/1939, which comes within
the period specified.

Tn conelusion the petition requ-;
ested that a just investigation be
carried out by an unprejudiced com-
mittee so that justice should be
done to all innocent patriots and so)
that those responsible for these)
conked-up accusations be severely)
punished.

Another petition to the same ef-(
feet singed by 10,000 people was

send to the Government, (?_

ficant.
The member concluded by s

ing: “We are waiting for the Mini-
stry of Interior to reply to our ap-
plication as it satisfies all the condi-

tions demanded by the Law. We

—ic

refer to the fact that we have sub-
mitted our reply to the objections
of the Ministry on the 8th of this
month, as was published in Tttihad
al-Shaab yesterday’.




SAIGH’S RECORD

For the benefit of our readers
abroad who are not familiar with
the Iragi Communist movement,
we republish some brief facts about
the record of Dawood al-Saigh, who
was made into a ‘‘leader’® and given
a licence by the Ministry of Inter-
ior to form a ‘‘Communist Party",

At the 1ime of the second world
war when the loval and eonscious
force Wl elements were devoting
their efforts {o unite themselves in
order 1o defeat the st aggres-
qors, Dawood As-Saigh devoted,
sinee 1943, his efforts to split the
anity of the labour and n.mmm[
movements. He was expelled from
the ranks of the Communist Party
and worked for gathering some op-
portunisis and politically backward
persons in a subversive and |]1~t.1t|-
ent faction that was called, *Rabi-
tat el-Shuyien’' (the league of com-
munists) to fight the “Communist
Party and its h‘ulnulnp and parti-
cularly the person of its lender
eliad u-‘ul of fighting fasecis
and imperialism. This orgam
published a newspaper which was
called  “‘Al-Amal”’  (labour) and
continued under the leader » of
Dawood As-Saigh its subversive ac-
tivity, but nevertheless it continued
to be a worthless, insignificant cli-
([ll(_‘ l!')l.‘l ]P“H';l'l‘H‘\' ihll‘] ]‘lllll{’['i‘
cally and failed to get any mass
5'-|il|[“|l" among ‘II\' I‘("I'll(‘.

In 1947 As-Saigh was arrested
and he did not display any persis-
tanee — as thousands of the v

ns of our people have done —,
confessed on a number of the lea-
ders and members of his own elique
and caused their imprisonment for
varied periods

In the same year,
were deceived by Dawooll As-S
met and decided — while he was
in prison — fo dissove their eligue
as a dissident and opportunist f;
tion. Most of them applied to join
the Tragi Communist Party as indi-
viduals, He himself did not admit
hlh mistakes and opportunism; in
tact he preferred to live alone isola-
ted from those who were with him
and from the Communist Party and
ion of the progressive
| prisoners.

When he was at the head of his

opportunist faction, his activity was
not confined to hwhl:ug the Com-
munist Party alone, In addition, he
practiced subversive activity ag
st the patriotic parties and drove
his clique and supporters to join the
Nutional Demoeratic Party in the
hope of dominating its leadership
during the --h-:llnny This conduct
caused a crisis inside this party
and inside {he national movement
in general.

After his release from prison he
continuned, as he was, to remain out-
side the Communist J.’.nl\, and all
hiis attempts to form a new oppor-
funist faction met with failure.

In 1956 he applied to joint the
communist party. The party asked
Lim to define his stand from his pre-
vious subversive activity and to ex-
ereise self-criticism, He presented a
letter in which he eriticised his past
and admitted that he pertormed op-
portunist factional netivity which is
coutrary to Marxism-Leninism and
promised that he will work to re-
eduncate himself under the leader-
ship and guidanee of the party, but
he hid from the party in that lotter
the fact of his confession on a num-
ber of Lis group in 1947, The party
took n constructive stand towards
him and gave him the chance to
return to its ranks after he lived
14 years outside it. The party put
him under test and assigned him
some tasks which the party thougcht
liim capable of accomplishing. Yet
lie was characterised by his indici-
pline, in comptence and inability to
accomplish sy task he was assig-
ned to perform — no matter how
small it was. When the partyasked
im to go underground in the old
regime, e refused because of his
cowardice and fear;

As a result he was no longer
invited fo party meelings even be-
fore July 14th Revolution in 1958,

At the second half of 1959 when
the national movement in our co-
untry was subjected o a crisis and
when the ctionary forces revived
and imperialist and reactionary pro-
poganda inside and outside our co-
untry fought our republic in fhv
cuise of r\umh:muu communism’’
Dawood As-Saigh once again uw\l-
med his subversive activity. He vio-
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ated party diseipline and order and
started collecting the bands of op-
portunists and those dismissed from
the party and led them in hostile
aetivity. The party strove to give
lim o guiding hand lest he should
deteriorate politieally and go back
the mbrsh of opportunism. Yet
sisted on fighting the Commu-
st Party and published his news-
paper *Al-Mabda’ which became
an instrument of subversion. This
compelled the party to expel him
from its ranks.

Saiol tried in vain fo split the
ranks of the communist party. He
remained isolted and denounced by
4ll the Iragi communpists and the
supporters of the party. In faet the
politician who respects himself can-
not contradict himself and does as
Saizh has done. He wrote himself,
“the patriotic classes may have
more than one party except the
Iraqi working class for its sole party
is the Iraqi 7 ist Party like
every rking class in any other

country’” (Al-Mabdan 28-12-1959).
Then after one week, Al-Akhbar re-
ported on the Hth instant a state-
ment in Saigh which said, “‘he will
not act alone for the formation of
a political party ... and that there
must be no more than one Commu-
nist Party in one country’, (follow-
ing that our Party exerted new ef-
forts to bring him back to the cor-
rect path, but the efforts were in
vain). Five days after his statement
i.e. on sunday the 10th, Al-Mabdaa
appeared earrying on its first page
what he called the “programme of
the Communist Party' and an ap-
peal from ifs “founding committee’
to the members of the party to
“save it as well as the following
news: “Dawood As-Saigh and his
comrades applied the day before
yesterday to the ministry ‘of Inter-
ior for the licensing of the Iraqi
Communist Party in its legal form'”

Those who constructed this lie
forgot that the ““day before yester-
day™ was a Friday which was the
official holiday of all the offices, and
that Al-Mabdan was ]Hl])ll'\l’ll'll on
the 8th and 9th of Jan. and made
no reféerence whatsoever to the re-
quest of licensing *“their party”.

And finally the people who know

Saigh Condemned By International and Arab Working Class

International Solidarity with the
Iragi Communist Party

The world press still abounds

with comments and statements ma-

de by the organs of fraternal com-
munist parties who have condem-
ned, and still are condemning, the
anti-party and opportunistic beha-
viour of Saigh’s elique. The Soviet
press, notably Pravda, lzvestia and
Trudd, editted front-page articles
quoted from Tttihad al-Shaab., The
articles were also repeatedly broad-
cast from Radio Moscow. Ittihad
al-Shaab had, Radio Moscow anno-
unced, issned a National Manifeso
eoupled with an application to the
Ministry of Inferior signed by Com-
rade Zeki Khairi and his co-found-
ing group. According to the Mani-
festo, the Iraqi 'umm\:msts put the
task of achieving the objectives of
the 14thJuly Revolution in the fore-
front. The Radio also added, “The
chief objectives for the realisation
of which the Tragi Communist Party
is now struggling are: elimination

of the last remnants of imperialis-
tic tutelage and exploitation; con-

solidation of the country’s indepen-
dence and liquidation of feudalism;
distribution of land to peasants and
the development of natiomal indu-

stry; preservation of demoecratie ri-
ghts of the people and the ameliora-
tion of economic and cultural stan-
dard of the people. Similar quota-
tions from Ittihad al-Shaab were
also reproduced by the organs of
several other eommunist Parties in-
elnding RUDE PRAVO.

Saigh’s Record
Cont. from p. (8)

As-Saigh and his position in the
communist movement ask: who are
his-“comrades’ P and why does he
not publish their names, addresses
and the names of their supporters
as the three parties have done?

There is no fate for opportunism
other than one which is known by
Dawood As-Saigh and his like who
are well-versed in opportunism and
subversion.

Arab Communists Condemn Saigh

Under the heading ‘“‘Daoud al-
Saigh's ‘party’ al-Nida, a Leba-
nese paper, wrote: “‘Saigh will
soon realize, from experience, that
the licence which he now holds
must be put in a museum where
it belongs. The Iragi people, wor-
kers, peasants and intellectuals, a
quarter of a eentury ago, licensed
the real Iragi Communist Party”
The paper Iqll{‘n pointed out that
progressive public opinion all over
the world has condemned Saigh.
“The fact is that the news of

gh’s licence wa eived by all
friends of the Iragi pvnp]e with' sur-
prise and indignation™. The Iragis
together with all Arabs and the en-
tire people of the world know ful
well that the Iragi Communist Par-
ty rallied to the help of the Revo-
lution and participated in warding
off all the plots hatched against
the Republie. The paper also rem-
inded Saigh that he has become the
favourate topic of ’s as well
as imperialists’ pr and broad-
casts. It was not for nothing, the
paper argued, that Radio London
and VYoice of America never tired
of praising Saigh. In conclusion,
the paper advised Saigh to re-con-
sider his harmful aftitude if he was
really inspired by the interests of
the working elass which is bound
to have one and only one political
party.

Statement
Cont. from p. (4)

attacked eommunism while hypoer-
atically claiming to be communist,
and there were many 1
ties th 11 :‘.1]le the
“popular’ or

] “ hat are really the im-
Imrmnf things are, the actions, the
political plans and the defence of
the people rights. And whatever
name may our founding applica-
tion to the Ministry of the In-
terior our Party, which carrier the
banner of communism in our coun-
try, will remain to the end as the
people has known it to be, the party
faithful to the interests of the peo-
ple, their revolutionary gains, the
interests and the ideas of the work-
ing class, the ideas of Marxism-
Leninism.

Nok

Under the heading, “The Imper=-
ialists and Gnvetous are not Expec-
ted to Ap 1 any Step Benefi
to iraq and its National Movement?’
al-Akhbar, another Lebanese paper,
censured Saigh who, by his beha-
viour, las cheered up the imperia-
lists and the covetous. All the foes
of the progressive movement and
national liberation are now busy ap-
plauding Saigh. This, if nothing
else, the paper adds, must serve
Saigh as a good warning. Ironi-
cally, the paper asked Saigh what
sort of licence did he mean. The
Iragqi Communist Party
quarter of a century :
had merely revolted against all its
rules and regulations, its time-ho-
noured traditions and classies. The
history of the Tragi and other eom-
munist parties of the world, the pa-
per warned, abounds with examples
of what miserable fate “‘awaits all
who trod along the path which you
have chosen now'. At any rate,
one thing must be as clear as a pi-
kestaff. \ man is either well-mean-

that ease he must soon
realize that impairing a major na-
tional force cannot but, in the last
, serve the ends of the im-
perialists and thei lies. Or, on
the other hand, he is wot sincere
to the cause but is alien to it. In
this ease, he must be held respon-
sible for all the bad consequences
that his action entails. Concluding,
the paper added, ““The path of ri-
rhteousness and success is obvious
to all who want to see’’.

Reply of 1.C.P.
Cont. from p. (5)
unding committee whenever he wi-
shes by a written application to the
\linl-.ln of Inte a copy of whi-
ch is handed to the |'cJ1||Mm'r Com-
mittee.

6. The Founding Members of the
party are:
7 Khairi Sq
mad \lu]mme-nl Hus
Radhy, Aziz Almad
Abdul Rahim Sharif, Kadhim
Jassem, Dr. Khalil Jamil Al-Tawad,
A Abdullah On hdul Kadir

Al-Bu m  Ahmed
Al-Dawad, Hana Kohari, Mo-
hamed Hussain Abu Al-Tss, Dr.
Hussain Ali Al-Wardi, Ahmad Mul-
la Kadir Banjalani, Abdul Amir
Abbas Al-Ahid.
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Ittihad al-Shaab GCorrespondent
interviewed Hussain al-Radhi, one
of the applicants for the formation
of the Communist Party of Iraq,
and put to him the following two
questions:

First guestion:

Mazny of the readers of our news-
paper Ittihad el-Shaab do not know
the circumstances in which the cen-
tral organ of the Party al-Qaida was
changed into ittihad el-8haab. Cou-
Id you enlighten the readers about
those circumstances and how the
new name was choosen? And what
is the role played by Ittihad al-
Shaab before the revolution?
Second question:

As one who followed our news-
paper Ittihad al-Shaab during one
year, do you think it perfomed its
duiy as required? And what are the
shortcomings of the newspaper and
what do you propose for avoid
them?

First answer:

At the beginning of 1056 the
LCP was proceeding with its strug-
zle iinst the imperialist feudal
I!ID]H]H l1]“|| “}”( h wias 1”IF]UN|’|] over
the conntry. During that struggle
which was full of sacrifices and con-
seiousness, the masses of the people
rallied 3 1d the banner of the na-
tional struggle which was raised by
the Communist Party and the rest
of the patriotic forees staunehly and
persistently.

Under those cireumstances the
work for the unity of the patriotic
forces u-umw\. a paramount impor-
fant rays does — hut the
p\i-dprlw of nal trends and or-
ganisations working against the Co-
mmunist Party and against its unity
obstrueted af the time the task of
the Party in dedicating its efforts
for the unity of the patriotic forces.
Thus the strugele of the Party aga-
inst those organisations and ireml'\

me part of i w’m‘r:;] national
! realised this

and fended to
ies and firm st-

infensify i
ruggle to expose the divisional ideas
and frends on the one hand and to

Interview with:

Husain Al.Radhi

e

handle the question of liguidating
those organisations with a positive
spirit on 1|||* other hawd. Tt is neces-
sary to point out at this respect the
work of the 20th congress of the >
viet Communist Party which furni-
shed — at that time — the Party
andl - the eommunist movement i

| with great ideologic

in this respect.

Thus the representatives of the
Iragi Communist Party and the rep-
resentatives of the two organisa-

ns:  “Ray al-Shaghila™  (the
Bunner of Toi ‘Wihdat al-

i of the Com-
munists) enefered into negotiations
whicli were prevailed by a construe-
tive principlled atmosphere and were
|:]|n\r|\[wl at the end of April of
rear with the admission of the

i it el-Shuyien' organisation
ni \Iu- erroneousness of the continu-
ance of its independent activity and
inisation as ]m:,ﬂ: as

the Communist Party was existent
and eontinuing its struggle stubbo-
ruly and courageou And thus its
ihtants 'm]]lwll for the member-
ship of the party and authorised the
Central Committee of the Party to
i statement to that effect. And
thus a stalement was 1ed on Ap-
ril 25th. Those negotiations were
also culminated with the issue by
Rayat al-Shaghila organisation of
their famous statement on June 13th
1956 in which it admitted that it
pursued a wrong subversive and
splitting activity by nwt.1h]1-|m1;: its
independent orgamsation and lead-
img centre and in which it stated
that their stept whiel they previ-
ously ealled the *'s of the
Party- was an overt h of the
wist-Lieninist principles which st-
ress the pr vation of the unity of
the Party. The militants who wor-
lced with Rayat al-Shaghila applied
for the membership of the Party. At
that time too, other people "l]'l])lli.,Ll
to join the Communist Party and
submitting with their applications
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notifications of self-criticism, of wh.
om 1 remember — by the way
Dawood as-Saigh who admitted i
June 1936 that ‘e “'had violated the
discipline of the Party and defied
{he leadership of the Party™ when
lie worked in its ranks in the latker
period o fthe second world war. He
also mhultlml that his formation of
the **Rabitat’ al-Shuyien'’ (the Lpa-
wue of [ ommunists) afterwards was
a wrone subversive act of division
and le requested that the member-
ship be given to him again.

Those results were a brilliant vi-
ciory for the Party and the teaih-
ings of Marxism-Leninism whieh
called the Central Committee 1o
issue its  famous manifesto  on
June 17th 1956 in which it
welecomed  the new Party mi
tants and ealled for the rein-
forcement and consolidation of the
Unity of the Communist Party. In
addition to that the statement uot
only laid bare the factional ideas
and slogans but it also erificised the
hureaueratic standards in whieh so-
me problems of the comrades were
handled in the past. At the time
when the factional organisations
were dissolved and those working
in their ranks abandoned their op-
portunist slogans and ideas and put
themselves under the disposal of the
Party, it was the duty of the Party
to ensure 1n its internal life a prin-
ciplled atmosphere liberated from
the legacies of the previous state
of division and a loof from the as-
pects of “‘vietory'’ and “defeat’” ex-
cept the vietory of M i Lieni-
nism and the prineiple of the unity
unity of the Party except the defeat
of the opportunist concepts and acti-
vities. In expression of the feeling
of Hu’ Party in this duty and in
order to draw the attention of the
comrades fo it and to educate them
with it, the Central Committee de-
cided to change the mame of al-
Qaida the central organ of the Party
and thus al-Qaida published in its
No. 6 in 19th June 1956 — which
was the Ist issue of it — an appeal

which it invited the comrades
and the friends and readers ““to ex-
press their proposals in choosing a
new name which is convenient to

the noble tasks placed on the news-
paper of the Party™.

After the publication of this ap-
peal, the Party received hundreds
of proposals for the new name fo
| s newspaper which inelude — as

far as 1 can recollect —, “Ittiliad
el-Shaab’’, *“Nidhal n]--‘.\lmni)”, Fals
Tnsaniya™, iwt el-Shaab” (the
Hlll‘(‘ of the pe nplt} “al-Haqiga’’,

“al-Mugawama'” etc. The most re-
peated were “Ittihad el-Shaab’ and
“Sawt el-Shoab’” and we had to
clicose one of these two nice names.

Sawt el-Shanh was more Iucid and

more expressive for a newspaper
published under illegal cireumstan-
ces in which {le freedom of press
was almost non-existant and thus it
could really be the voice of the peo-
ple. But the name of Ittihad al-Sha-

as much more powerful in view
of its identification of the principal
task of the Purty — namely to con-
tribute in uniting the patriotic for-

of the people. The reinforce-

:ement, the consolidation and
unification of the Communist Party
and the ending of the activity of the
factional organisations had provided
the Party more favourable cireun
tances to dedicate its efforts the
unity of th people and their patriotic
Inrees.

Those w the ecircumstances
and the way in which the name of
he central organ of the Party was
changed from nl- Qaida into Tttihad
el-Sliaab eve ody remembers the
struggle Ltti el-Shaab performed
at the same year for the “‘unity of
the people™ and the patriotic forces
in the front of national unity was
horne as a result of the 1956 uprs-
ing.

As for the role which was
shoulderad by Ittihad el-Shaab be-
fore the revolution, in fact it had
no role independent from the role of
the Communist Party itself which
was the biggest politieal popular or-
aanised force in the national move-
ment. Itiihad el-Shaab was its cen-
tral organ and effective instrument
in guiding, mobilising and leading
the masses of the people in the na-
tional struggle which resulted with
great mass actions such as demon-
htmhrms strikes uprisings and this

ss consciousness which the

e wolrd witnessed it in its-most
brilliant forms after the 14th July
revolution whose fire was started by
the army under the leadership of
Abdul Karim Kassim. The role pla-
yed by the Communist Party in the

national struggle throughout a qu-
arter of century is only helittled by
those wrothless individuals who are
ready to deny the sun in the middle
of day ftime if their masters asked
them to do so.

Answer Two:

In my opinion Ittihad el-Shaab
was during the last year a good mo-
del for the press which “want to
spare no effort in serving the peo-
ple and their triumphant republic.
It is not without significance that
it enjoys respect from the toil-
ing of the people and this
councern it 1 s from the various
patriotic quariers and fm outside
the country and the friendly forces
who sympathise with the just cause
of our people.

It was indeed the organ of the
working class and the peasants, the
organ of the u‘\u]ul[mmry intelli-
gentsin and the rest of the people
Arabs, Kurds, Turcomans and oth-
ers, . It is indeed one of the

1¢ ans of the militant and pro-

ive Arab liberation movement

nrul faithifully expressed the prinei-

ple of the. solidarity of the interna-

tional working class and the pro-

oressive anlaad. e whole
world.

Ittilkad el-Shaab guided the na-
tional struggle in Iraq against im-
perialism with perfeet straight for-
wardness, It  propogated  the
idea of the unity of {he patriotic
forces and its importance in safe-
guarding the republie. It fought for
turning that idea into a conecerete
patriotical reality and aetively con-
tributed in a ng the noble revo-
lutionary feeling among the masses
of the people.

Therefore appreciation and ad-
miration is the simplest thing whi-
ch we ean offer to all those worked
in editing, publishing, printing and
distributin 1t — those unknown so-
liders who worked silently with
self-saerifice and relentlessl;

I view their efforts with

tion and inspiving from them

more of spirit of militance and devo-

tion in the struggle.

Among the characteristics of th-

re work in Iitihad el-

b is the fact that they do not

the disease of ‘‘self-conten-

tion’ and their display of the spirit

of self-criticism for developing and

improving TIttihad al-Shaab. This

gives encouragement to exp 0-
me of observations about the
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comines of the work of Ittihad al-
Shaab :

First — any newspaper that puts
into consideration its readers or
those whose interests it defends
must  view this fact not only
in {ockling the warious subjeets
but also in the standard of the lan
guage and the style it nses. And un-
doubtedly the main readers of Itti-
had el-Shaab are workers, peasants
and the rest of the toilers in gene-
ral. Moreover the plan of the news-
paper is to defend their interests
side by side with performing its
general national tasks, Therefore
this aspect of the langnage and the
style of writing should he observed
and the newspaper must strive to
simplify its style and clarify it to
the maximum possible. Tt is noted
that Tttihad el-Shaab did not pay
sufficient attention to that and its
language and style is in general
more complicated even than the rest
of the national press which compels
the workers and peasants readers of
the newspaper to exert more efforts
to grasp its contents.

Second — Ittihad el-Shaab is in
need of additional measures to stren-

her its relations with its readers
and correspondents and in need of
paving more attention to their let-
ters by allocating a special field for
that and through personal corres-
pondence with them,

Third — it is noted that Ittihad
el-Shaab is not up fo standard with
regards its. reporting capacity whe-
ther in connection with the inter-
national, Arab or local news.

Fourth — Tttihad el-Shaab is
uot in a convenient standard of pay-
ing atfention to the daily problems
of life of the mases. Its studies in
this respeet are less than they sh-
uld be.

Iifth — in the field of the Arab
liberation movement, it is mnoted
that Tttihad el-Shaab is the most
eoncerned of the national press in
this field. This is something good.
But certain shortecomings are obser-
ved in this respeet, namely that it
does not deal with some historieal
information about the ideological
movement and Arab mnationalism
which confirm the connection and
honds among the peoples of the Ar-
ab countries. The dealing with the
ideological heritage of the Arab mo-
vement and nationalism and their
connection before the first world war
will condemn the policy of patri-
tion which was imposed on the Arab




peoples by the British, French and
Ttalian  imperialists d world
Zionism. It has a pre ive imp-
lication for the y liberation mo-
vement at the present eircumstance.
We can find in that heritage a trea-
sure of demoeratic and liberational
ideas.

Six — the readers of Ittihad el-
Shaab recently missed the section of
“the voice of the Kurdish people™,
which is an extremely muuni'mi
field of the newspaper fields in
view of the importance of con-
solidating the ideas and material ba-
sis for the common struggle of the
Iragi people with its two main na-
tionalities the Arab and Kurdish
and its national and religious min-
orities, and in view of the progres-
sive implication for defending the

special demands of the Kurdish peo-
ple and the development of their
national feeling in the direction of
defending the republic and its inde-
pendence and democratic orienta-
tion

Those are the most important
abservations which T can see at pre-
sent about Ittihad el-Shaab. I re-
a@ard the important measures are to
strenofhen the editorial staff, to rid
the editors of too much work, to
provide chanee for them to mix mo-
re and more with the masses, the
ingreases of the number of the mo-
bile reporters, rengthening of
spiee rengthening of
re I‘mnn- higtween the editorial boa-
rd and the rest of the progressive
writers, researchers, and editors in
the Iraqi republic and to encourage

them to confribute Ittihad el-Shaab
and consult their opinions “and the
opinions of the readers and to study
what they have o say attentively.
All these mensures or any of them
would help in developing the news-
paper and improving its activity
and would salisfy the people and
influence them more effectively.

I know ihat Ttiihad is the most
widely circulated national newspa-
pers and I believe that the impro-
vement of its work will score for it
double suceess in performing its no-
ble mission in safeguarding the re-
public and its independence and de-
mocratic course and in spreading
the class conscionsness in flm ranks
of the toilers and in fulfilling its
wbligations  towards the working
lass and the Traqi people,

CHADERCHI CALLS

FOR

NATIONAL: FRONT

In answer to a question put to

rid Kamil Al-Chaderchi ma-
de the following statement to “‘Al-

him,

Thabat’’ newspape

I firmly believe that party life
15 the surest guarantee of democra-
ey and is part and parcel thereof.
I believe that democracy and all
that goes with it such as parlia-
ment ete. are prerequisites for de-
fending the Iraqi Republic and fur-
ther developing it. Genuine demo-
eracy can only thrive in an atmos-
phere of liberty in which human
dignity and politieal rights eount
for much. This is exactly why
shonld very much like to see mar-
fial law now in force brought fo
an end with the termination of the
fransition period in order to emable
the politieal parties and the press
and all patriots to practise the li-
berties guaranteed by the provision-
al constitution and other laws of
our [epublic. The fact that mar-
fial law is reminiscent of abnormal

situations and that the transition
period waos ended and party life res-
tored is a proof that the conditions
itated martial law
in-the enrly days of our Revolution

which once nec

no longer prevail.

In answer to another guestion
Sayid Al-Chaderchi added: “‘The
unity of the ranks under demoecra-
tie rule as such is that all political
parties feel that there are a number
of vital questions which are com-
mon to all, such as facing a com-
mon  threat or achieving common
objectives, which otherwise cannot
be achieved. It is with this end in
view that national fronts are for-
med in certain conditions and times.
still is in urgent need

eh o front, The front was ne-

ry under the old regime in
order to bring about the downfall
of the corrupt regime and elimi-
nate imperialist conrtol and their
hostile pacts. Whereas at present
the need for the front is to defend

A Was ¢
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the ~Republie, cement democracy
and bring about stability and con-
fidence mnecessary for the further
development of our national econo-
my, ete. These are tasks which no
single party can achieve. Neither
will the front become a reality un-
less all its adherenis really mean
what they say and are prepared to
eo-operate in handling the ques-
tions agreed on, The unity of ranks
will not he beneficial — it may even
be harmful, il it does not embrace
all national parties eoncerned and
is mot prone to monopoly or inter-
front alignments. For it is assumed
that the unity of the ranks or the
national front as I would rather like
to call it, is a political body which
is formed only when all parties feel
that there ure common objectives
for them all. Needless to say that
all sides fo the front must be allo-
wed to pursue their political acti-
vity provided they abide by the com-
mon aims of the front.

G B S e

Iraqi Review Interview

TRADE UNIONS IN IRAQ

(*“Iragi Review™ special inferview)

On February 9th, the Frist Con-
gress of the Iragi Trade Unions op-
ened in Baghdad. The Congress held
by Iragqi workers last vear was the
Founding Co

The Congress received messages
from many conntries oreeting the
hagi worke In its proceedings
many reports were read and deci-
sions taken concerning the, rein
tement of vietimised trade unionists
whao were discharged on grounds of
their trade union activity. The Con-
eress demanded the release of deta-
ined trade unionists. Tt stressed the
need for strengthening the working
class movement and making the so-

al security act all-embracing.

“Iragqi Review'' has inferviewed
a member of the executive commit-
tee of the General Federation of
Iragi Trade Unions Mr. Ahdul Ka-
dir Al-Aiash and put to him several
questions regarding the congres
Here are his answers:

Question: Would vou tell us bri-
efly something about the Iragi Tra-
de-Union movement, the number of
Trade Unions in the Federation, the
number of members in each and the
percentage membership for ench
trade?

Answer: The trade union move-
ment in_ Iraq dates back to 1929,
Tts sphere of work enlarged after
the general strike of 1929, Some set-
backs were felt by 1933 and follow-
ing on this it underwent great pres-
sure. Its leaders were hounded by
the authorities. By 1936 some ‘at-
tempts were made fo re-organise the
movement but no sooner had they
started than they were badly eru-
shed. The modern trade union mo-
vement started in the year 1944,
During the period from 1944 to
1946 some sixteen trade unions were
formed, but they faced many diffi-
culties and were subject to suppres-
sion and governmental opposition.
This fighting of the trade unions
ended in 1948 by r']usiug some down
and banning ntiwr. The year 1950
witnessed a rise in the working
class movement, thus the unions
resumed their activities and a per-
manent bureau for them was for-

med in 1951, Once again their ac-
tivities frightened the imperialists.
As a result, all these unions were
banned and their active members
was imprisoned or forced into exile.
So tlie trade unions had to go under-
gmmul until the dawn of the 14th
July. The movement came out into
the open and there was a mighty
upsurge of organisation among the
workers. ;\llvm])iq were made by
divisionist elements to dominate the
trade unions and divert them from
their elass basis. But the conse
ness of the working class and the
long experience they had acquired
as to the far-reachimg dangers of
such faetions shattered these efforts,
and the trade unions all joined one
central organisation. At the present
time there are fitty-one trade uni-
ons, but some are united with other
unions, making the aetual total
forty-four trade unions, which is
also the number of the member uni-
ons in  the General Federation,
These unions have a membership to-
tulling 280 thousand trade unionists
— that is for those working in in-
dustrial enterprises.
Here some figures of the mem-
bership of the main trade umous
Railway .. 13,000
i 16,000
9,500

... 69,500
elegraph 5,800
Electricity 6,000
Muunie I]hlll'\’ projects .. 15,000
Passenger Transport Ad-
ministration

ud Constroe-

The average percentoge u! Imtlu
union members to non-members is
HU“ while in some ma

s, sueh as Oil,

I'.!win:n\ the percentag
above 90.

Question: What are the main
tasks of the First Congress of your
Federation ¥

Answer: The (nn'rrrw- is held
under the slogan: ““Workers
Irag unite for safeguarding the re-
public, developing the national eco-
nomy .nul for general social
rity ! Th are briefly the tasks
the of our first congress.
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Question: Could you mention
the main problems and obstacles
that face the Iragi workers, their
trade unions and the federation in
general ?

Answer: To increase production
is one of the main points. There
was an increase in production of
seed-oil and soap for example of
18% . Reports submitted to the Con-
gress by some trade unions inelu-
ded proposals for improving the
work. The Printers’ Union for ex-
ample put forward proposals for the
complete automation of the State
Press in order to solve the current
printing problems, The trade untons
demanded that means of produetion
be improved and that measures be
taken to reduce the costs of produe-
tion as a necessary step towards in-
creased production and the develop-
ment of the national economy.

Social security is confined to a
small number of workers in indus-
tries employing more than 30 we
kers. The present state of a
does not correspond to the mnclvm
development of economy. Hence our
Federation demands the extending
of social security to all Iragi wor-
kers. Sueh security would inelude
health insurance and unemployment
and old-age benefits.

Safeguarding the republic by
consoli i the unity of the wor-
king class movement. There , Oh
course, some tendencies that hinder
and discourage the trade union mo-
vement, Such tendencies ecan be
found in some official and emplo-
vers' cireles. Nevertheless from the

irt of the trade union movement
!_" T wias 1 "il‘iﬂ]]‘-\\'il]‘_‘ move fnr
affitiatfon, which requires the ex-
istence of o large number of exper-
ienced cadres.

Question: What in your opinion
is the importance of the affiliation
of the Iragi Federation of Trade
Unions o the World Federation of
Trade Unions, and what steps has
vour Pederation taken to consoli-
date the relations with workers of
the Arab countries and of the wo-
rld?

Answer: We endeavour to esta-
blish good relations with the wor-




ITTIHAD AL-SHAAB COMEMORATES
ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY

On Friday, January 29, Titihad
- al-Shaab Iuhl a party to celebrate
the first anniversary of its coming
to light in the new republican re-
gime. Comrade Abdul Radir Tsmail,
l|l1tm in-chief, had, on hehalf of all
and contributors, extended
s to ministers, officers,
of political and soeial or-
anisations as well as to members
of Diplomatic Corps of Aral and
friendly countries. At about six
o'clock in the evening guests began
to appear. Among those present we-
«e: Dr. Irahim Knbba, Minister of
rian [teform; Dr. Mohamad
al-Shawwaf, Minister of Health;
His ]‘,\cv!!('m\ Tal’att al-Saibani,
ister of l'].armm;.l, and His Ex-
v Ahdul Latif al-Shawwaf,
Minister of Commerce. The ambas:
sador of Hungarian Peoples’ Repu-
blie was also present. Other minis-
ters sent their m
tulation and apolc
unable to attend o @ to previous
engagements. Messrs. Mohamad al-
Sa'doon, Khadoori Khadoori, Na'el

“Muhdi and I»

Sumherie, Abdullah Abass, Fadhil
v, Ja'ffar al-Hassani,
all from the National Demoeratic
Party, attended the party. The De-
moeratic Party of Iragi Kurdistan
was represented by Messrs. Ibrahim
Alimad and Helmi Sherrif. Among
the zuests also were: Baghdad Ma-
yor, “Chief Military Information Of-
ficer, Commander of People's Resis-
tance, Col. Jallal Ba]a.ttull and Sa-
yid Adnan Babajan both from Peo-
ple's Court, Sayid Hamid Rawab-
hiyah, reperesentative of Algerian
Provisional government together
with press attaches to the Embas-
sies of 1.5.8.R., People's China,
Peaple’s Bulgm‘iu Demoratic (Ger-
many and Tehekoslovakia also pre-
sented themselves.

Other quests of Ittihad al-Sha-
ab were: Mohamad Muhdi al-Jaw-
aheri, fhe famous Arabs’ poef; Sa-
lih Bahir al-Uloom, Sayid Abdul
Fettah ITrahim; Sheikh Latif Ha-
feedzadah ; Kadhim al-Samawi, ac-
ting director of Broadeasting Sta-
tiom.

Comr Bdas!

Journalists from nearly all ne-
wspapers and periodicals of Bagh-
dadd attended the party. Scores of
professors and important govern-
ment officials-nlso attended.

The guests were welcomed by
Abdul Kadir Ismail,
Zeli Khniri, Mohamad Hussein Abu
al-Iss, Amer Abdulla and Abdul .
Raheen Sherrit together with ot
staff and editors of [ttihad al- Shaab,
The walls of the hall were decorated
with slogans for the realisation of
which Ittihad al-Shaab had vele-
mently struggled.

Among other things entertain-
ments included national songs and
folklore.

Kurdish songs and dances were
periormed by a group of Kurds.

The guests were at last seen off
by the editors and staff of Tttihad
al-Shaab who promised to confinue
their message dedicated to the well-
being of the people and its prospe-
Tity.

kers’ trade unions in the Arab cou-
ntries. We have at present good re-
lations with the Marocean Labour
Federation and the Labour Federa-
tions of Tunisin and Algeria and
with the Trade Union Federafion of
Lebanon. Before the 14th July there
were some relations with the Gene-
ral Federation of Arab Trade Uni-
ons but the reactionary Naserite
elements in ‘the leadership of the
Federation caused the cessation of
this cooperation. We sincerely de-
sire to have strong relations with
the trade unions of all Arab count-
ries for the defence of Arab wor-
kers' interests and for Arab solida-
rity.

As for our relations with the
World Federation of Trade Unions,
although our affiliation was decla-
red on December 17, 1959, our tra-
de unions did have firm contacts
throughout its underground and le-
gal activities and received support
ever since the foundation of the
World Federation in 1945,

Our Federation has relations
with many countries of the world,
such as Indonesia, China and oth-
ers. We strongly desire to establish
relations with all trade unions of
the world and particularly those of
Africa and Asia.

Question: The membership ﬁgu-
res of the trade unions show o gr-
eat rallying of the workers around
their unions. This fact is worthy
of econsideration in view of the you-
th of the legal trade union move-
ment and the under-development of
industry in Iraq. What in your op-
inions are the causes of this pheno-
menon ?

Answer: The trade union move-
ment sinee its formation in 1944
was the objeet of suppression., It
pursued its activities underground
fo defend the workers’ interests and
to raise the consciousness of the va-
rious strata of the working class.
No sooner did it come into the epen
than its aims beeame apparent and
its stand in defence of t}]]:e workers’
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rights and interests became known
to an ever-increasing nurnber of the
population. This in our opinion is
ihe reason for this massive rallying
around the unions.

Question: What are the achieve-
ments of the trade unions for the
welfare of the Iragi workers?

Answer: The main and most im-
portant achievement of the trade
unions is the procuring of higher
wages for the overwhelming majo-
rity of the workers in the large es-
tablishments and for agriculfural
workers, The minimum rate increa-
sed from 120-350 fils daily, and by
10% in other smaller establish-
ments. Other achievements are the
opening of anti-illiteracy centres,
the provision of reduced medical
assistance, the formation of cultu-
ral art groups, as well as the arra-
nging of lectures, while cultural
committees have heen formed in
every irade umion. In addition, the
trade unions have helped to solve
many labour disputes.




Gomrade Hussain Mohamed al-

Shehiby, executed by Nuri Said

rigime togather with Comrades

Fahad and Zeki Basim on Feb.
12, 1949.

/

Iraqi Bomrr;'o'nists putting'a wreath on 0‘6mrade Fahad’sgrave. \
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Iraqi Teachers vote for the Demo-
cratic List

On February 13th more than
twenty thousand Iraqi teachers we-
nt to the polls to elect their repre-
sentatives for the general council
of the Iraqi Teachers’ Union. There
were two lists to choose from, one
is the “Teachers’ Front’, represen-
ting the right wing and anti-demo-
cratic elements and the second is
the *‘United Vocational List’” rep-
resenting the democratic teachers.
The result is a crushing defeat for
the right wing and a major victory
for democracy. The ‘‘United Voca-
tional List” won in twelve of the
fourteen provinces and got 919% of
the seats (432 seats out of 500). The
demoecratic list also won in Bagh-
dad, Mosul and Basrah.

W. F. T, U Greets
Iraqi Workers

W.F.T.U. sent the following tele-
gram to Iraqi Workers Congress

On behalf more than 100 mil-
lion members World Federation of
Trade Unions extend to participants
your Congress and through you to
wroking class and all workers in
[raq its warm fraternal greetings
We wish you still greater success
in the strugele for the defence of
interests Iraqi workers and people
and safeguarding national indepen-
dence. W.F.T.U. delegation has not
vet got visa which explains absence
from your Congress. Fraternally.

Louis Saillant,
(General Secretary, W.EF.T.U.

183,000 Support the Iragi
Communist Party so far

Ever since the Iraqi Communist
Party field its application signed
by Comrade Zeki Khairi and his
co-founding group, thousands of
citizens have written (with copy to
us) to the Ministry of Interior in
support. Today, Monday, Feb. 15,
the total number of signatories has
just reached 183,000 from all over
the country. The supporters, com-
ing from different nationalities and
various social strata, present a
cross-section of our militant people
and their attitude to the Iraqi Com-
munist Party and its loyal leader-
ship.

Ar-Rabita Press, Baghdad




