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COMMEMORATE THE 100 th ANNIVERSARY
(The following is a zepzint o f the May bay message 
published by the C?1-the Committee Abzoad. The 
tzanslation is by the Association of Suppoztezs of 
the C?1 in Bzitain -B M .)

of MAY DAY

This years' f irs t o f May is one hundred years since the 
revolutionary workers in Chicago confronted the world masters, 
as a united body, and declared that they were no longer 
prepared to work as bosses wished. One hundred years ago, 
workers in Chicago struggled for an eight-hour working day, and 
withstood the armed forces of The class enemy, and suffered 
sacrificies fo r the realisation o f their class aim. To 
commemorate the ir heroic memory and the internationalist 
aspect o f their demand, with the proposal and adoption of the 
second International, the firs t o f May was declared in  1889, 
the international workers' day; and ever since then workers all 
over the world commemorate and stop work on this day, as 
the day of their class solidarity in their struggle against 
capitalism and the world bourgeoisie.

During the past 100 years, since May the firs t 1886, events 
have taken place in the capitalist world and human life , which 
then would not have been even imagined by the revolutionary 
workers of Chicago, and the masses o f workers all over the 
world.

Development o f the productive forces, discoveries as well as 
scientific and technological achievements which are the product 
o f labour and experience o f workers, have now created the 
conditions under which, not only is i t  possible to have a 
considerable reduction in the daily working hours, but also to be 
able to meet all the needs o f the people o f the world. In one 
word, today w ith the aid o f the scientific  and industrial progress 
of mankind, the realisation of a society where there would be 
no unemployment, poverty and starvation, where people 
could work according to their ab ility  and consume as much as 
they need, has become possible, tangible and feasable, more 
than ever before. v ^ .
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Yet, since the ruling social relations are the same as before, 
the world masters are still of the same class as the bosses in 
Chicago of one hundred years ago. the above achievements 
rate ad of serving the needs of workers and masses of people to 
>rovide them with an honourable life , have been in the service 

of the ever greater accumulation of capital, the outmost 
possible profit, as well as m ilitary provisions to protect the 
ligher status of an exploiting minority.

Capitalism, during this 100 years, has stepped Into the highest 
and the most developed stage of its existance ie. Imperialism. 
The whole world has repeatedly been divided and redivided 
amongst the monopolies and imperialist states, and right now 
imperialist blocs are preparing to redivide the world and wave 
their knives at ore another. Poverty, starvation, unemployment, 
social insecurity, lack of political and social rights for a large 
majority of workers end messes of people all over the world, 
repression, torture, prison, and the danger of the outbreak of 
another imperialist war, are the most signigicant and general 
characteristics which have shadowed today’s world and the lives 
of millions of workers and toilers worldwide.
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CRITIQUE OF THE POUT1CAL PLATFORM OF 
THE INTERNATIONALIST COMMUNIST PART

( "  BATTAGLIA COMUNISTA ”
The following is the translation of the 2nd and 
fina l part of an a rtic le  originally published in 
the 2nd issue Cbec.85) of the theoretical organ 
of the C,J1, Besooy-e-Sosgalism (Towards Socialism), 
critic iz ing  the (Political Platform of the 7 C l nt, 
(Partito Comunista Internazionalista- "Battaglia 
Comunista"). The PClnt is one of the groups of 
the "Le ft Communist" trend in Europe, Its P o liti
cal P latform was ra tifie d  in its  2nd Congress in 
1952, and reconfirmed, w ith minor changes, in 
the 7 i f  th Congress (1982), The f irs t part of the 
translation of this artic le  was published in the 
previous issue of Bolshevik Message, which dealt 
with issues such as the characteristic feature of 
capitalist production, the relation between party 
and class, tasks of the party and the question of 
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criticized, and refuted views from the same 
economist viewpoint, and in the same spirit 
and essence, this time in the case of the post 
Second World War period; it has extended it to 
its logical conclusion, i.e., total break with 

democracy and all democratic rights.
Therefore, in so far as concerns a radical 

and theoretical criticism of thesis such as 
u the contradiction between Marxism and support 
of the liberation of oppressed peoples,” "the 
end of the era of national movements," "the 
necessity for the Marxists to break with democ
racy and anti-fascism”, the criticism has existed 
:or 80 years, and we shall document our dis
cussion with Lenin's views in the above mention

ed sources. The PCInt, of course, may oppose a 
Leninist critique of its views, or find it 
inapplicable to present day conditions. One 
thing, however, is obvious: it is the present 
day perpetrator and representative of Kievsky’s 
views and of imperialist criticism in the 
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Therefore, if in the real world the oppress
ed masses have decided to determine their 
destiny through revolution, i.e., the only way 
of obtaining self-determination in the im
perialist era, if national and liberation 
movements and revolutions exist - as indeed 
they do - then issuing verdicts as to the 
eventual defeat of such movements for reasons 
such as that of '’the indigenous capital being 
bound up with international capital” or "severe 
imperialist control” and so on is entirely 
absurd and meaningless.

Everything depends on the role and practice 
of the proletariat, that is the only consistently 
revolutionary class in our time, in these 
movements. When the PCInt, believing in, and 
referring to, the inevitability of the bour
geois orientation of national movements, exempts 
the proletariat from playing this part, it has 
already prepared the grounds for the defeat of 
these movements.

_______________BOL
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p re p a ra t io n s  fo r  th e  T h ird  World War” has 
a p p a re n tly  d r iv e n  the  PCInt in to  f o r g e t t in g 
even the ABC o f Marxism. O therw ise  th e  s l i g h t 
e s t  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  M arx ist p r in c ip le s  should 
enab le  one to  see th a t  w ith o u t democracy and 
the  s t ru g g le  fo r  dem ocracy, w ith o u t g e t t in g 
educated  in  the  p ro cess  o f  t h i s  s t ru g g le  and 
b e n e f i t t in g  from i t s  ach iev em en ts , th e  w orking 
c la s s  would be unab le  to  d e s tro y  c a p i ta l is m 
and e s t a b l i s h  s o c ia l is m . One would know th a t 
the working c la s s  r e q u ir e s  dem ocracy, fo r 
dem ocratic  c o n d it io n s  p ro v id e  th e  most s u i t 
a b le  grounds fo r the  deepen ing  o f c la s s  s t r u g 
g le  and i t s  open and d e c is iv e  ex p an sio n . One 
would know th a t  a t  a tim e when th e  b o u rg e o is ie 
has openly  and d e c i s iv ly  broken w ith  dem ocracy, 
i t  i s  on ly  the  p r o l e t a r i a t  th a t  can , and must 
hold  the  banner fo r  the  s t ru g g le  fo r  dem ocracy, 
and become the  le a d e r  and backbone o f democ
r a t i c  movements and r e v o lu t io n s .  Lenin has 
w r i t t e n  in  "A C a r ic a tu re  o f  Marxism” :

t io n s  th a t  we w itn e ss 
t r i e s ? !  Maybe o p p o s i t i
t io n  because  fa sc ism 
b o u rg e o is  governm ents 
n a tu re  in c re a s in g ly  in
a te d  c o u n tr ie s  a l ik e ?

I t  i s  indeed  a re v
lo g ic  o f  one who does 
im p e r i a l i s t  e ra  i s  th
and d e c l in e  o f  c a p i t a l
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t a to r s h ip .
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^ ^ ^ ^  L E T T E R S  1

—
L E T T E R  B Y  T H E  C O M R A D E S  O F  T H E 
R E V O L U T I O N A R Y  P R O L E T A R I A N  P L A T F O R M 
( I N D I A )  A N D  O U R  R E P L Y  ( A N A L P A R T )

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  C h e  t h i r d  a n d  l a s t  p a r t  o f 
t h e  l e t t e r  b y  t h e  c o m r a d e s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
P r o l e t a r i a n  P l a t  f o r m  ( I n d i a )  t o  u s  a n d  o u r  r e p l y 
t o  i t .  T h e  f i r s t  t w o  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  ( o n 

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  t r a d e - u n i o n s  a n d 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d e m o c r a c y )  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d ,  a l o n g 
w i t h  o u r  r e p l y ,  i n  t h e  2 n d  a n d  3 r d  i s s u e s  o f 

B o l s h e v i k  M e s s a g e .

*  *  *

F I N A L  P A R T  O F  T H E  R P P  L E T T E R ;

O N  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  0 7  K U W b l S T A N
T t h e o r e t i c a l l y  w e  t e c o g n i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s a m e  s p i t i t 
a s  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  L e n i n .  R u e  t o  l a c k  o f  m a t e r 
i a l s  o n  K u t d i s t a n  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o 
e x p r e s s  a  d e f i n i t e  o p i n i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  K u t d i s t a n 
i s  a  n a t i o n  d e m a n d i n g  t h e  t i g h t  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n 
a t i o n  o r  a  l e l i g i o - l i n g u l s t i c  a r e a  w h i c h  n e e d s 
d e m o c r a t i c  t i g h t s  w i t h i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  h a n . 
H o w e v e r ,  w e  c o n s i d e r  a s  i m p r o p e r  y o u r  u n d e r s t 
a n d i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  c o m p 
r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  I r a n i a n  a n d  t h e  K u t d i s t a n 
b o u r g e o i s i e  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  K u t d i s t a n ,  t h e 
C o m m u n i s t  T a t t y  o f  K u t d i s t a n  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s e c e s s i o n .  T h e  p o s 
s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  c o m p r o m i s e  e x i s t s  o n l y  w h e n  t h e 
K u r d i s h  b o u r g e o i s i e  f i n d s  I t s e l f  a  h o s t a g e  I n  a n 
i m m i n e n t  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  I n  s u c h  a  s i t u a t 
i o n  t h e  d e m a n d  f o t  t h e  s e c e s s i o n  o f  K u t d i s t a n 
a n d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  I r a n i a n  a n d  K u r d i s h  c a p i t 
a l i s m  b y  K u r d i s h  p r o l e t a r i a t  a l o n e  w o u l d  b e  w r o n g 
f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  s t r a t e g y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s 
t r u c t i o n  o f  s o c i a l i s m  a f t e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  I n 
t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  K u t d i s h  p r o l e t a r i a t  a n d  i t s 
C o m m u n i s t  T a t t y  s h o u l d  a b a n d o n  t h e  s l o g a n  o f 
s e c e s s i o n  a n d  s t r e s s  o n l y  o n  t h e  u n i t y  w i t h  t h e 
I r a n i a n  p r o l e t a r i a t .  T o d a y  w h e n  t h e  K u r d i s h  b o u r 
g e o i s i e  i s  d e m a n d i n g  f r e e d o m  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  T a r t y  s h o u l d 
s u p p o r t  t h i s  d e m a n d  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s h o u l d 
u s e  v a r i o u s  m e a n s  t o  c r e a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  o p e n 
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  K u r d i s h  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d 
s h o u l d  e x p o s e  t h e  t e a l  a i m s  o f  t h e  K u t d i s h  b o u r 
g e o i s i e  b e h i n d  t h e  d e m a n d .  B u t  i n  n o  s i t u a t i o n 
s h o u l d  t h e  C . T .  b e c o m e  t h e  m a i n  s p o k e s m a n  o f 
s e c e s s i o n  a n d  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

W e  a t e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  i n  f u t u t e  t o o  w e  w o u l d 
e x c h a n g e  v i e w s  r e g u l a r l y  a n d  c o m e  n e a t e r  t o 
e a c h  o t h e r ,  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  s e t t l i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e 
o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  &  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  u s 
t h r o u g h  t h e o r e t i c o - p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e s ,  s i n c e  t h e s e 
d i f f e r e n c e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  m o t e  o f  t a c t i c a l  n a t u r e 
t h a n  t h o s e  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  .  W e  t e c o g n i s e  t h e  n e c e 
s s i t y  a n d  u r g e n c y  o f  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  a  L e n i n i s t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  b u t  w e  f e e l  t h a t  i t s  f o r m a t i o n  r e q u 
i t e s  s o m e  m o t e  t i m e  a n d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e

t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o l e t a r i a n  p a r t i e s  &  g r o u p s  o f 
t h e  w o r l d  s h a l l  a t t a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  u n i t y  t h r o u g h 
m u t u a l  e x c h a n g e  o f  v i e w s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  t h e  b a s 
i s  f o t  a  p r o g r a m m a t i c  u n i t y  ,  T h i s  p e r i o d  s h a l l 
a l s o  s e e  t h e  m a t u r a t i o n  o f  m a n y  e m b r y o n i c  M a t - 
i s t - L e n i n i s t  c u r r e n t s  o f  t o d a y  i n t o  f u l l y - f l e d g e d 
p r o l e t a r i a n  p a t t i e s .  I f  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e 
I t a n - h a q  w a t  y o u  c a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e 
s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y ,  t h e n  y o u t 
p a t t y  c a n  t a k e  m o t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p s  i n  t h i s  d i r 
e c t i o n ,

W e  s e n d  o u t  w a r m e s t  g r e e t i n g s  o n  t h e  o c c a s 
i o n  o f  t h e  1 s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
y o u t  p a t t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  7 i t s t  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e 
O S C T 1 A .

W e  s h a l l  w e l c o m e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  c r i t 
i q u e  o f  o u t  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  a 
f u t u t e  i s s u e  o f  B o l s h e v i k  M e s s a g e .  T l e a s e  a c k n o 
w l e d g e  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  &  k i n d l y  s e n d 
a n y  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  C T 1  o t  H C . M .  o n  t h e  a g r a r i a n 
q u e s t i o n  o f  h a n ,  o n  t h e  T r a d e  U n i o n  q u e s t i o n 
a n d  o n  K u t d i s t a n ,

C o m r a d e l y  y o u t s ,
A . Q h o s h * 

f o t  t h e  C C  o f  f t ? ?

*  l e t t e r  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  c o m r a d e  a f t e r  r e s i g 

n a t i o n ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e t t e r 
c a n n o t  b e  w h o l l y  d e f e n d e d  b y  h i m -  N o t e  b y  B M .

O U R  R E P L Y :

I n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  p o i n t s  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y 
t h e  c o m r a d e s  o f  t h e  R P P  i n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r 
l e t t e r  o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  a n d  K u r d i s t a n 
c o n t a i n  s e r i o u s  a n d  b l a t a n t  e r r o r s .  S i n c e 
t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  b e f o r e  b e i n g  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e 
s p e c i f i c  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  i n  K u r d i s t a n ,  a r e 
g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w h i c h  m u s t ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e 
c o m r a d e s ,  f o r m  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f 
c o m m u n i s t s  i n  s u c h  m o v e m e n t s  -  p r i n c i p l e s 
w h i c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o m r a d e s  c o r r e s p o n d 
w i t h  L e n i n ’ s  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  - 
w e  f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  c o m r a d e s ’ 
v i e w s  a t  a  m o r e  g e n e r a l  l e v e l ,  b e f o r e  s p e c i f i 
c a l l y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  i n 
K u r d i s t a n ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  a n d  c h a r a c 
t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t  i n 
K u r d i s t a n ,  t h e  r o l e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s 
c l a s s e s  a n d  p a r t i e s  i n  i t  a n d  o u r  p o s i t i v e 
a l t e r n a t i v e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s
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tariat of this nation. Moreover, the bourgeo
isie of the oppressed nation which fears the 
closeness and unity between the workers of its 
own nation and the workers of other national-

ist protests and movements. Struggles which 
include not only the working class, but also 
other oppressed and exploited classes. In

Moving from this premise, it is forgotton 
:hat a large part of the people who have na- 
:ional demands and slogans are the very prole

ting nationalist sentiments among the workers 
of its own nation, intensifies national hos-

tions. Therefore the recognition of the right 
of nations to self-determination cannot by 
itself cover the whole of the proletarian 
position on the national question.

Emphasizing the common cause, interests and 
struggle of all workers and defining and pro
pagandizing the content of the destiny which 
the oppressed nation must fight for, is the 
complementary component of the proletarian 
attitude to the national question. The achieve
ment of the right to self-determination is a 
general demand of any national movement, for 
which the bourgecisie of the oppressed nation 
also struggles - however inconsistently and 
with wavering. But there is nc common ground 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in 
the national movement on the question of how 
the oppressed nation is to govern itself, that

dual or organisation, these legitimate movements 
have their own specific objective social bases. 
And so long as these objective bases remain, 
they cannot be eliminated by the will of any 
party or state. From Lenin's standpoint, to the 
same extent that these movements do not directly 
attack the capitalist system and stand for 
definite democratic developments in society, 
they do not overstep the "bourgeois" framework. 
But at the same time, to the extent that they

forcible manner and from below, for bringing 
about these changes, and do not remain con
fined within the bounds of bourgeois legality, 
they are supported by the communists. These 
struggles and movements exist not only in the 
developing phase of capitalism, but also, and 
even more intensely in its decaying stage, in 
the imperialist era. This is because the entry

been attended by the intensification of ex-

motive force of the proletarian revolution. 
The RPP' comrades forget that it is not only 
the bourgeoisie which has national demands, 
but workers of the oppressed nation also have 
national demands, which must be met. Communists 
are never confronted with an abstract prole
tariat and a proletariat as such, but with one 
which is concrete and specific. The same work
ers who are under the oppression and exploit
ation of capital, who suffer from poverty, are 
deprived of unemployment benefit, a 40—hour

ed at length about this question in the second 
part of our reply to the RPP. It would suffice 
here to remind the readers by quoting the 
following from Lenin:

.. . Marxists know that democracy does not 
abolish class oppression. It only makes the 
class struggle more direct, wider, more 
open and pronounced, and that is what we 
need. The fuller the freedom of divorce, 
the clearer will women see that the source 
of their "domestic slavery" is capitalism, 
not lack of rights. The more democratic the 
system of government, the clearer will the

working week, the right to strike and many
other welfare and political rights, are also 
under national oppression and are humiliated

and other national peculiarities. One cannot 
remain indifferent towards these needs of the 
proletariat of the oppressed nation, for in-

ism, not lack of rights. The fuller nation
al equality (and it is not complete without 
freedom of secession), the clearer will the 
workers of the oppressed nations see that 
the cause of their oppression is capitalism,

dependently of our will
national movements

intension such 
take place and

Economism, Coll, works, Vol.23, p.73)

autonomous government is to be, after the a- 
chievement of this right. The bourgeoisie of 
the oppressed nation which at best merely wants

economic lack of rights of the masses in 2/3 
of the world. Therefore the leadership of 
these movements, their radicalization by stren- 
ghtening the proletariat in them and popular
izing proletarian slogans and aims, and draw-

exist and will continue to exist as long as 
the social revolution of the proletariat has 
not put an end to the rule of the bourgeoisie. 
The workers and toilers cf the oppressed nation

THE PLACE & ROLE OF THE BOURGEOISIE OF THE 
OPPRESSED NATION IN THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT

these movements, but because

government in administering the affairs of that 
nation be entrusted to itself, cannot and does 
not stand for radical changes in the state
bureaucracy,the standing army, the living and 
working conditions of the workers and toilers,
the position women,
superstitions, etc. Whereas communists, parti
cularly by relying on the definition and agi
tation of the kind of the government which the 
proletariat of the oppressed nation wants 
after the achievement of the right of self- 
determination, put the proletarian solution 
of the national question against its bourgeois

content of victory of these movements and the 
particular form of self-determination that the 
proletariat puts in the perspective of these 
movements, alongside the exposure of the waver
ings and treachery of the bourgeoisie, are the 
principled, correct and revolutionary tasks of 
the proletariat in every historical era. To

they make up the bulk of the masses of the 
people in every capitalist society, they count 
as the main force of these popular movements. 
In such movements communists are faced with 
two alternatives: Either they take up the lead
ership of the proletariat, advancing its aims, 
slogans and perspectives in relation to these 
movements and popularizing them; or they en
trust the leadership of the movement and thereby

As we explained before, the RPP comrades 
consider the attitude and tactics of the commun
ists towards the national question to be a 
function of the approach and position of the 
bourgeoisie of the oppressed nation towards 
this question. Starting from this wrong point 
of departure, comrades arrive at a wrong con
clusion in dealing with the stand of the CPI 
on the national question in Kurdistan. Comrades

communists in these movements - 
national movements - to the opei 
participation of the bourgeoisie

including

these

bourgeoisie and its parties. In other words, 
instead of leading the proletariat in these 
movements and thereby aiding its organisation

establishment of proletarian hegemony in the 
national movement and the leadership of this 
movement.

The Programme of Komala for the Autonomy of 
Kurdistan and the "Declaration of the Basic 
Rights of the Toiling People of Kurdistan", 
approved by the Kurdistan Organisation of our

the comrades to study these two documents.

THE PLACE OF THE STRUGGLE FOR THE RIGHT OF
SELF-DETEBMINATION 
SOCIALISM

THE STRUGGLE FOR

movements, means to tail-end the policy of the 
bourgeoisie in these movements. In other words 
to leave the determination of the proletarian 
policy to when the bourgeoisie has declared 
its policy before these movements is to deny 
the need for an independent policy by the 
communists towards these movements. It means 
that, as though, since these protest movements 
do not go beyond the bourgeois bound, they 
must be entrusted to the bourgeoisie, with the 
communists merely taking the position of radi
cal opposition to the bourgeoisie.

To take up this position means to side with 
Menshevism and abandon the Bolshevik attitude 
towards revolutionary non-socialist movements

consciousness and preparing the

... We consider as improper, your under
standing that since there is a possibility 
of a compromise between the Iranian and the 
Kurdistan bourgeoisie on the question of 
Kurdistan, the Communist Party of Kurdistan 
should take the leadership of the struggle

In Lenin's view the struggle of the working

taking place in vacuum, but is a struggle in a 
society in which there also exist non-social-

ticularly the dominated countries where the 
question of democracy and democratic demands 
remain unresolved and where other oppressed 
strata and masses exist, besides the prole

grounds for its further advance towards the 
social revolution, 
of the movement,

The alleged position which the comrades 
have attributed to us is totally wrong. First-

toilers within it, in the hands of the bour
geoisie. This would give a free hand to the 
bourgeoisie to bolster nationalist illusions 
within the proletarian masses and turn them 
into a prop for its own ends. To this problem 
Menshevism and Bolshevism have their own par
ticular answers:

of self-determination, like any other demand, 
serves to expand democracy and facilitate the
class struggle of
deems it necessary 1

Thus il

movements. For in the Bolshevik thought the 
working class would not succeed in its task of 
abolishing capitalism and establishing social
ism without democracy and the struggle for it 
and without learning in the process of this 
struggle and making use of its gains. We talk-

Kurdish bourgeoisie that we believe in the 
necessity of securing the leadership of the 
proletariat and communists over the national 
movement. Since even if the Kurdish bourgeoisie 
does not compromise with the central govern-
ment in 
forward 
which is

Iran, the t that it is putting 
autonomous government 
ist the interests and

rights of the Kurdish workers and toilers, 
is reason enough for us to insist on the nece-

native as regards the content of the autonomous 
government. Secondly we stand for taking the

self-determination, not the struggle for sece
ssion. We support the right of self-determina
tion up till and including secession, but do 
not advocate secession ourselves. This apparent
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dualism  in  the  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  communists on 
the  n a t io n a l  q u e s t io n , i . e . ,  th a t  they  defend 
the freedom o f s e l f - d e te r m in a t io n ,  bu t do no t 
them selves c a l l  fo r  s e c e s s io n  has alw ays been 
met by m isu n d e rs tan d in g  and o b je c t io n s  on the 
p a r t  o f many opponents o f L e n in ’ s method of 
approach to  the  n a t io n a l  q u e s tio n . In re p ly 
to  th e se  o b je c t io n s  we can on ly  re p e a t  what 
Lenin s a id  in  re p ly  to  K ievsky more than  70 
y e a rs  ago:

We demand from our governm ents th a t  they 
q u i t  the  c o lo n ie s ,  o r to  put i t  in  p re c is e 
p o l i t i c a l  terras r a th e r  th an  in  a g i t a t i o n a l 
o u tc r ie s  -  th a t  they  g ra n t the c o lo n ie s 
f u l l  freedom o f s e c e s s io n , th e  genuine 
r ig h t  to  s e l f - d e te r m in a t io n , and we o u r
se lv e s  a re  su re  to  implement t h i s  r i g h t , 
and g ra n t t h i s  freedom , as soon as  we c a p tu re 
power. We demand t h i s  from e x i s t in g  govern
m ents, and w i l l  do t h i s  when we a re  the 
governm ent, n o t in  o rd e r  to  ’’recommend” s e 

t h i s  o u tlo o k  d e p a r ts  f
By tra n s fo rm in g  c a
th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  c r
a b o lis h in g  n a t io n a
the  p o s s ib l i t y  bec
"o n ly " !  -  w ith  th e 
racy  in  a l l  s p h e re
a t io n  o f  s t a t e  f
w ith  the  " sy m p a th
in c lu d in g  com plete 
on t h i s  b a s i s ,  in 
th e  p r a c t i c a l  e l im in
e s t  n a t io n a l  f r i c
n a t io n a l  m i s t r u s t , 
c e le r a te d  rapproac
n a t io n s  th a t  w i l l 
s t a t e  w ith e rs  awa
th e o ry , th e  th e o ry
c o lle a g u e s  have m is

(The D isc u ss i
Summed Up, C
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at a slow pace. During the ‘79 revolution, all 
the cities of Kurdistan were liberated by the 
armed revolutionary people. The majority of 

garrisons and army barracks were disarmed, the 
bureaucracy and other state institutions were 
disintegrated, and a real soviet movement was 
taking shape. This state of affairs was un
bearable for the bourgeoisie in Iran. So shortly 
after the February Uprising, the new Islamic 
regime dispatched its however disorganised 

armed forces to Kurdistan.
In the context of the rising movement of 

the people of Kurdistan, the bourgeois Kurd
istan Democratic Party, which had had a 40- 
year presence in Kurdistan, grew rapidly. 
Communists in Kurdistan which were mainly 
orgainsed in the “Toilers’ Revolutionary Organ
isation of Iranian Kurdistan-Komala*' which had 

just publicly announced its existence, were 
still weak compared to the bourgeois party.

The KDP, despite its influence and despite 

revolutionary Marxism
Komala itself) drew 
promote its programme 
and towards this move
founding of the Commu
whose formation Komal
role, was an important
ment of this movement 
of workers and toilers 
ists in Kurdistan.

Today the people of
forces in this movemen
from the very start o
the movement has been 
both with the central 
geois opposition of th
counting on to replace
current which has repe
anti-democratic and an
The whole programme o
analysis consists of c
in the bureacratic and 
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Women of a Revolution: __________________
A look at Women s Struggle and Oppressio

______________________________________________________ Since Mar
What has been happening to women in Iran 

perhaps more than any other factor emerging 
from the 1979 revolution, has proved a per
plexity to many observers of Iranian politics. 
That an economy based on the most savage exploi
tation of the working class, plagued with 
unprecedented inflation, mass unemployment, 
the civil war in Kurdistan and a full fledged 
war with Iraq, should stretch its resources to 
the repression of women of such absurd dimen
sions as segregation in the assembly line, in 
buses, on sidewalks, and in the bread lines, 
that in its present critical condition it 
should allocate resources to appointing special 
guards to patrol the streets in search of 

effort to curb and c
deep-rooted democratic 
embedded in the econo
Iran the principle of t
as the measure for fr
whole, was turned upsid
by the Islamic Republic
tion, stripping women of
rights became one mor
whole population of the

The course of events
the process of the rev
so educative, that mere
the vantage point of t
after March 8, 1979, wh
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t h e  m a r t y r d o m  o f  F a t i m a ' s  s o n ! *

*  A t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  W o m e n  i n 
N a i r o b i  l a s t  s u m m e r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  I r a n i a n  d e l e 
g a t i o n  w a s  s i n g l e d  o u t  n o t  o n l y  b y  i t s  h i d e o u s 
a p p e a r c e  ( w o m e n  c l a d  i n  b l a c k  v e i l )  o r  b y 
b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  d e l e g a t i o n  c h a n t i n g  " w a r ,  w a r , 
t i l l  v i c t o r y "  i n  a  g a t h e r i n g  d e d i c a t e d  t o 
" p e a c e " ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  j u d g i n g  i t  e n t i r e l y  I s 
l a m i c  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  o n  t h e  t w o  o t h e r 
t h e m e s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  - " e q u a l i t y "  a n d  " d e v e 
l o p m e n t " .

A l l  t h i s  w i l l  b e c o m e  p o l i t i c a l l y  m e a n i n g 
f u l  i f  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t a c t i c s 
o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  i n  I r a n ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e a l , 
n o t  w i t h  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a 
t i o n  a s  i n  t h e  S h a h ' s  t i m e ,  b u t  w i t h  a  f u l l - 
s c a l e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  n a t i o n w i d e  d i m e n s i o n s , 
w e r e  m e a n t  t o  o p e r a t e  a t  t w o  l e v e l s ;  t h e y  w e r e 
e x p e c t e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t w o  i n t e r r e l a t e d  g o a l s :  t o 
f o r c e  b o t h  a  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  a n  e c o n o m i c  s e t b a c k 
o n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  -  t o  d r i v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o u t  o f 
t h e  s t r e e t s  a n d  r e t u r n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b a c k  t o 
" n o r m a l * ’ , a n d  t o  f o r c e  a  m u c h  l o w e r  s t a n d a r d 
o f  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  A t  t h e  p o l i t i 
c a l  l e v e l  t h e  I s l a m i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l a w s 
a v a i l e d  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  o f  a  p o w e r f u l  w e a p o n , 
n o t  o n l y  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  d e m a n d s 
o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  a p p e a s i n g  t h e  r e g i m e ’ s 
r e a c t i o n a r y  a n d  f a n a t i c a l  f o l l o w i n g ,  b u t , 
g o i n g  b e y o n d  t h i s  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  o f  s u p p r e s s i o n , 
i t  s e r v e d  t h e  r e g i m e  a s  a  d e t e r r e n t  a g a i n s t 
f u r t h e r  p r o t e s t .  I n  a  s h o w  o f  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y  p o w e r ,  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  i n t e r f e r e d 
i n  e v e r y  p r i v a t e  a s p e c t  o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  t o 
d r i v e  t h e  m e s s a g e  h o m e  t h a t  i t s  c o n t r o l  o v e r 
p e o p l e ' s  l i f e  w a s  s u p r e m e ,  t o  s u b d u e  t h e  r e v o 
l u t i o n a r y  m o o d ,  a n d  t o  r e d u c e  p e o p l e ' s  r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y  d e m a n d s  t o  t h e  h u m b l e  d e s i r e  o f  b e i n g 
l e f t  i n  p e a c e .

E c o n o m i c a l l y  " I s l a m i z a t i o n "  p r o v e d  t h e 
e a s i e s t  m e t h o d  o f  d r i v i n g  t h e  w o m e n  b a c k  i n t o 
t h e  k i t c h e n s  t o  s e r v e  a s  u n p a i d  s l a v e s  o f 
c a p i t a l .  R e l i g i o n  h e l p e d  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c 
b e t t e r  t h a n  m o s t  o t h e r  e x c u s e s  u s e d  b y  s e c u l a r 
g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  m a k e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o m e n  r e d u n 
d a n t .  W i t h  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  a l l  a m e n i t i e s , 
t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  f e w  n u r s e r i e s  a n d  c h i l d c a r e 
c e n t r e s  w h i c h  e x i s t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f 
f e e d i n g  t i m e  f o r  n u r s i n g  m o t h e r s ,  a n d ,  r e c e n t l y , 
w i t h  t o t a l l y  s e g r e g a t i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  m i x e d  w o r k 
p l a c e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  M e i l i  S h o e  a n d  L e a t h e r w o r k 
c o m p l e x ,  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  w o m e n  i n  g e n e r a l 
a n d  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  w o m e n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  d e t e r i 
o r a t e d  d r a s t i c a l l y .  D i f f i c u l t  a n d  h u m i l i a t i n g 
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  w o m e n  w h o  s t i l l 
r e m a i n  w i t h i n  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  a r e  s u c h  t h a t 
d e s p i t e  d i r e  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d  m a n y  w o m e n  h a v e 
e m b r a c e d  a  b i l l  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  I s l a m i c  P a r l i a 
m e n t  o n  h a l f - t i m e  e m p l o y m e n t  ( a n d  p a y )  f o r 
m a r r i e d  w o m e n - d e s i g n e d  t o  p h a s e  w o m e n  o u t  o f 
s o c i a l  p r o d u c t i o n .

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  l e a s t ,  v e r y  f e w  " o p p o 
s i t i o n "  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n ’ s

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a d  e m e r g e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e 
o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  r e a l i z e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e 
o f  w o m e n ’ s  r i g h t s  a s  s u c h ,  o r  t h e  f a r  r e a c h i n g 
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r 
s u p p r e s s i o n .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w a s  a n  a s p e c t  o f 
t h e i r  c o n f u s e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  n e w  r e g i m e 
i t s e l f .  T h e  M u j a h e d e e n  w h o ,  f r o m  t h e  v e r y 
b e g i n n i n g  h a d  n o  d e f i n a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h 
t h e  I s l a m i c  r e g i m e ,  w h o  s t i l l  p a y  l i p - s e r v i c e 
t o  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  u n d e r  t h e i r 
" D e m o c r a t i c  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c , "  a n d  t o  w h o m 
g o e s  t h e  d u b i o u s  c r e d i t  f o r  i n v e n t i n g -  t h e 

" I s l a m i c "  c o s t u m e  w h i c h  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e 
r e g i m e  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  v e i l ,  d i d  n o t 
s e e m  p e r t u r b e d  b y  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t h a t 
t h e i r  s t a n d  i n v o l v e d .  I n  p r o p e r  I s l a m i c  f a s h i o n , 
t h e y  b y p a s s e d  t h e  i s s u e .  T h e  p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  t h e  l e f t  w h o  s p o k e  i n  t h e 
n a m e  o f  M a r x i s m  i d e n t i f i e d  a n y  w h o l e - h e a r t e d 
d e f e n c e  o f  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  " i m m o r a l i t y 
a n d  d e c a d e n c e "  o f  t h e  S h a h ’ s  r e g i m e .  O r g a n i z a 
t i o n s  s u c h  a s  F e d a e e  a n d  P e y k a r  d e n o u n c e d  C h e 
8 t h  M a r c h  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o n  s u c h  g r o u n d s ,  a n d 
b y  s o  d o i n g  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  w o r d s ,  i f  n o t 
i n  d e e d s ,  r u b b i n g  s h o u l d e r s  w i t h  t h e  r e g i m e 
i t s e l f .  T h e y  e v a d e d  a c t i o n  o n  s u c h  b u r n i n g 
i s s u e s  a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  c o m p u l s o r y  v e i l  b y 
d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  s u c h  i s s u e s  w e r e  " n o t  t h e 
c o n c e r n  o f  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  w o m e n . "  T h u s ,  w i t h 
e v e r y  n e w  e n c r o a c h m e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i m e  o n  w o m e n 1 s 
r i g h t s  t h e y  c o n t e n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  i s s u i n g  a 
s t a t e m e n t  o f  p r o t e s t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f 
t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  d e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d a w n  o f  s o c i a 
l i s m  i t s e l f !  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e , 
t h a t  t h e  w o m e n ’ s  g r o u p s  a t t a c h e d  t o  s u c h  o r g a 
n i z a t i o n s  b e t r a y e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s 
b y  d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  n o t  t o w a r d  f i n d i n g 
s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  u r g e n t  p r o b l e m s  o f  w o m e n , 
b u t  t o w a r d  r a l l y i n g  c r o w d s  a r o u n d  t h e  m a i n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W h e n  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 8 1  t h e 
r e g i m e  g u a g e d  i t  a p t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  I s l a m i c 
v e i l  f o r  w o r k i n g  w o m e n ,  t h e y  v i r t u a l l y  t o o k 
s t e p s  t o  d i s p e r s e  t h e  t h r o n g s  o f  o u t r a g e d 
w o m e n  w h o  r e f u s e d  t o  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  t r e a t e d  a s 
c o m m o d i t i e s  t o  b e  " s e e n "  o n l y  b y  t h e  m e n  t o 
w h o m  t h e y  l e g a l l y  b e l o n g e d .

T h e  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s  i n  I r a n  p r o v e d  o n c e 
m o r e  t h e  M a r x i s t  t e n e t  t h a t  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i s 
t h e  o n l y  s u p p o r t e r  o f  r e a l  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  t h e 
l i b e r a t i o n  o f  w o m e n  a s  p a r t  o f  i t .  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
M a r x i s m  s t a r t e d  i t s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s 
l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  C P I .  I n  a n 
a r t i c l e  c a l l e d  " T h e  W o m e n ' s  P r o b l e m  i s  t h e 
W o r k e r s '  P r o b l e m "  i t  c o n t e s t e d  t h e  i d e a s  p r e 
v a i l i n g  a m o n g  t h e  M a r x i s t  o p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e 
w o r k i n g  c l a s s  h a d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  t o 
d e a l  w i t h  C h a n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  w o m e n .  W e 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  s o c i a l i s m  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f 
w o m e n  w i l l  n o t  c h a n g e  i r r e v o c a b l y .  B u t  w e 
b e l i e v e  a s  a d a m e n t l y  i n  p r a c t i s i n g  o u r  i d e a s , 
i n  t a k i n g  p r a c t i c a l  s t e p s  t o w a r d  t h a t  g o a l . 
W h i l e  a t  a  m o r e  g e n e r a l  l e v e l  t h i s  i n v o l v e s ,  a 
s t r u g g l e  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  c l a s s  a n d  t h e  p o l i 
t i c a l  s y s t e m  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t  i s  s e r v e d  b y  t h e
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SJ 184 _________  AZIZ-F 140
The Association NOVEMBER NADER-310 200
o f Supporters o f cwrnrui cu- FN 500
CPI 150 ----------  FK 300
HH 400 AKH 200 S-1917 500

Contributions received

The CPI wishes to acknowledge the receipt n P T n oF Pof the following contributions for the ULUJDtn
ttecLber 85,'m d January 86: ' '  SWEDEN

_________  MOTHER-T 100 H-TT 
SEPTEMBER____KLARS 200 MN

C o d ./N _  W n l  STAMAC 100
-------------------------  The Association
SWEDEN Skr o f Supporters o f F.S
MG 70 CPI 125 F.G.
® H BRITAIN £ H.SS

HVA 130 FZ 5
FS 150 F-NR 5 •
JL 130 SAEED-B 11
HSS 130 TheAssocia- j 2
HV 150 tion ofS u p- ■
PZ 100 porters o f • n

SSH 100 CPI 40
JM 240 PAM 6
44 150 M-A 16 "  "
AS 150 AMIR 26.37 "
EB.99 100 NADER 1 S.B.
AM 50 AHMAD 10 MOD
8 B 400 SALMAN 1 AS
JH 200 SIAVASH 1 SS
SNW 200 RY-1985 10 A.R.S.
LL 240 FERAYDON 6.90 J-H-
H-1 100 ALI 2 E -B -99
TAKO 50 SHAMAL 5 AZADY
FG 100 AHMAD 5 Y°
S-1 200 J ANE 4 J '2 0

R-53 200 MOSA 6 B

3074 50 TAGHI 4 A-500
FSO 50 HAMID 1
217 100 SE 500 F-S°
20 1 1 0 0  FRANCE Frk AMD
M-N2 200 ----------
JR 100 A.MI 70 VV
AA 150 MFI 50 RAMON
VV 150 SY 50 J-M.
GF-SHAHOO 200 B-200 50 G.F-SHAHOO
BR5 100 D-FARZIN 50 2 ”
A30 200 M-100 50 MD-2
GH-L 200 K-B 50 F/U/R
S-100 100 SH-001 50 L.L.
H-TT 150 KH-REZA 50 N-200
Acorn, from F-101 50 MANSOOR
Sweden for po l. S-40 50 SASAN
prisoners 200 AT33 50 "
SRO 65 J-50 50 SRO
PZ-16 70 D-FARZIN 100 , 1

AKH 1A5 
1 37000 I

US A $ MAK-11 150 -----
KARIM 300 RAHIM-NY 100 H
SASAN 45 W.BERLIN DM AK*11

FRANZ 544.80 A_N 6 2  DENMARK
DENMARK Dkr S-N 80 AW
AW 340 M' D 6 0  PM

AZIZ F 300 S-D 50 NADER 310
NADER -  310 400 ^ H  40 FN
FN 500 S" F 2 0 0  PR
PM 240 w.GERMANY S-1917
™ ____ f f i  „ , S S M  „  » ™
S-1917 500 A supporter from '
OH BO 1 ,.„  so "S

BRITIAAIINN  £f   
G H -L  2 0 0  BM 50
HTT 1 5 0  SA M I 2 0 0

FARSHID 5 8-100 100 NM 50
Skr F.2. 5 BR-5 100 Kh.T 100
1 5 0 S.A. 11 JJ 250 AP 100
1 0 0 AHMAD-SO 24 FOS 50 ROBERT-GH 80
100 P00YAN-P1 " 200Toman f100 MOJGAN-Mj 6 MS 100 BRITAIN £
150 BZ 3 VV 250 FASRSHID 5
1 s n MZ 16 A35 150 FZ 6
130 R-SH 6 G-N-1 300 SA 11
130 The Association GF-SHAHO 200 The Association
1 7 n o f Supporters o f 2-1 100 o f Supporters o f
130 CPI 28 AS 150 C P I 8 0
70 JANE 4 44 200 AHMAD-SO 10

10Q SHAMAL 5 SN-W 100 MOHAMAD-ALI 50
50 AHMAD-12 5 LL 200 MISS-SHA 4

130 MOSA 6 EB-99 100 REZA 2
150 TAGHI 2 N-100 50 MA 4.30
200 ALI 2 JALLAL-M 100 STOKE A 6
100 STOCK 3 SB 200 STOKE B 5
130 MEHRAN 3 SS 300Toman STOKE C 5
2QQ M-COVERNTY 21 14 270Toman STOKE P 2
? n n RAMIN 2 MOO 200 STOKE F 2
1 5 n MEHDI 10 KAHAP 50 JANE 4
9 MOHAMAD-ALI 50 MANI 100 AL 5

SH, M, R, P, AV 50 BL 2
100 H, S, £1 each JH 100 ALLEN 0.60
100 HFtRAANNLCLE  FFrrkk  

2 ^  ICO CL 10
5Q 1Q 0 S T 0K E_C 0 LL E C _

100 AMI 70 ASO 100 TED 3
100 MFI 50 R-B-13 200 SAE, HAM, MON,
2 n n SY 50 FB-14 200 A FRIEND £1 each
500 B-200 50 G-B 50
100 D-FARZIN 50 RB-16 50 FRANCE Frk
50 M-100 50 The Association AMI 7Q

250 K-B 50 o f Supporters o f M f I
150 SH-001 71 CPI 1452.50 eY 50

1 5 0  S-40 30 HVA M ° - ™ Z1 N  “ '

100 H' 5 0  SO SIA ISO SH ' 00 1  1 7 0

A FRIEND 3000 AKB 100 e '/n  ?n
“  A FRIEND 60 JZ 50 ”

200 D-FARZIN 100 M.Sh 100 1 50 ’ 5
2 0 0  RN 50 SINA 50 J ' 5 0  301-15

5 0  7 TA 50 P- 1 2  50
™  A ™  ^  ^  P-20 ^ 0

DM M-32 1000 A°gh e r  ™  SH-H 150
■ L  B  200 ° * A  8 0

100 PARVANEH 200 -  Z ‘ R 50
150 BC T0BER 1 0 0  SMA 200 AUSTRIA Sch

Okr N-2°0 I f 0  PARVANEH 100
340 U-S.A. $ 25Dkr g 1Q0
3A0 COMRADES FROM COMRADES o f OCTOBER 500
A00 DALLAS 102 „  D 1 0 0

500 ERSHAD-D 30 AK 11 an K 50
a  s ’  s  “ »  ^ '  5 0

350 DENMARK Dkr
200 AW 3 4 0  ^

PM 340

No.5 - JULY 86

t < S-1917 500 C 60
“  FK 300 K 50 MARXISM & THE QUESTION OF RUSSIA

NIMA 1 5 0  USA t BULLETIN OF VIEWS & DISCUSSIONS(In F a rs i)
DECEMBER OLDOOZ 300 ------

’ FOAD 28774 179 MEHDI-D 30
SWEDEN Skr AS 1 0 0  SASAN-D 30
NA IDO BM 50 ERSHAD -D 25
R-3-3 100 F.KH 71 REZA-D 10
M-2 200 SA 50 DALLAS 5
M-80 100 BRITAIN £ TURKEY $
MB 100 -----------  ----------
ALI 200 106L 11 SHIREEN 11
RAHMAN 50 1U L  ®
BEHROOZ 50 TomanZO .̂ GERMANY DM
AKBAR 4 A 6.5o DM 40
F-SO 50 5  DM 10
VV 200 B  2 1  M.I.M 220
AMD 150 2 STOKE 15
201 100 ^  22 W.BERL1N
j j  200 SIAVASH 6 The Association
120 9nn 100L 6 o f Supporters o f£  a  10’ 1 6 BPI 4S0

Th
lement to  the th e o re tica l organ o f the CPI, 
Besooy-e-Sosyalism(Towards Soc ia lism ). I t s  f i r s t 
issue (March 86) conta ins the fo llo w in g  a r t ic le s 
and documents:

•  The background to  the de v ia tio n  and defeat o f 
the p ro le ta ria n  re vo lu tio n  in  Russia(A se le c t
ion  o f  d iscussions in  an in te rn a l pa rty  seminar) 
Trotsky and the c r it iq u e  o f the re la t io n s  and 
s ta te  in  Russia. Farhad Basharat

•  A look a t Tony C l i f f ' s  "S tate C ap ita lism  in 
Russia". Javad Meshky

• A f te r  ca p ita lism , what? Paul Sweezy
•The s p e c if ic i ty  o f  Soviet cap ita lism . Charles 

Bette lheim
•On the recent d iscussions between Sweezy and 

B ette lhe im . Mansoor Hekmat
50 100 103L 6 JANUARY 86
217 100 104L 6
JH 100 105L 6 SWEDEN SKr
SW 1 5 0  *  HTT 150
AA 150 108L  6 MN 1Q0
N-100 50 109L 6 A_3 0  1 0 0
Jalal-M 100 110L 6 S—100 50
LL 200 112L 6 MOO 150
EB-99 100 B-M 6 ND 100
SN-W 200 C-M 6 H s s
MOO 150 A STOKE 6 FS  15D
14 100 C STOKE 5 1917 13Q
GANAVEH-M 100 B STOKE 5 CL 50
H.H.H 150 AL 5 cwi 200
VO 50 A-L 5 EDN 200
M0HAMMAD55 100 T-L 5 JJ 25QGH-L 200 D STOKE 2 v v  200

•R ussian cap ita lism  and the recent polemic o f 
Sweezy and B ette lhe im . I r a j  Azarin

•C a p ita lism  in  Russia. Siamak Sotoodeh
•Theses on the myth o f the construction  o f 

soc ia lism  in  one country. Daryoosh Navidy
•S o c ia lism  in  one country. E.H. Carr
• B r ie f  remarks on the in te rn a l opposition w ith in 

the Bolshevik Party in  the 1920s(plus documen
ts ) .  Gholam Keshavarz

H.TT 150 RE 2 SNN 200
MN 100 PA 2 AMD i4Q
S-100 100 B-L 2 M J A L A L  1QQ
NP-11 50 F STOKE 2 MCH 50
FARHAD 130 G STOKE 3 FA F 2 4
S-55 130 HA 3 .. T .L ir. 6QQ
FG 150 JANE 4 M-80 1Oo
KK-10 130 RUTH 1 R3C 150
G.L 50 MEH 1 A S  15Q
FS 150 MOH 1 201 100
1917 130 SHA 4 2 17 100
The Association f RANCE Frk JH 100
o f Supporters o f ---------  SB 200
CP I -Gothenburg AMI 50 4737 16

3000 MFI 50 CF-SHAHO 200
MANSOOR 3184 SY 50 SR 100
N-200 100 B-200 50 44 Z50
SASAN 700 D-FARZIN 50 C H I i 0Q
ARS 450 M-100 50 MANSOOR 200
SMA 100 SH-001 93 N-200 100
SRO 50 F-101 50 SASAN 50
FRANZ 955 S-40 50 AR S i 0 0
GHAZAL 50 A-33 50 SMA 100
SL-12 50 J-50 978.35 SR 0 5 0
M 100 M 50 RAMIN NKr 520
A-K-11 150 SH-H 2050 SS Toman 490

D‘ A  5 0  MOTHER Toman 400PENMARK DKr. Z_R 5 0  „  DKr 70
^ n  AUSTRIA Sch M 100

PM 240 -----------  AK-11 150
AZIZ-F 300 B 100
NADER 310 340 M-32 800 DENMARK DKr
FN 500 PARVANEH 100 AW 200

MANSOOR 340 SAE 1 M 53.75
AZIZ F 200 D-M 40 D-F 1600

JAN. 500 H-A 3
OLDOOZ 200 MOH 1 AUSTRIA Sch
S-1917 500 SHA 4 y 1 0 0
SH.SH 100 MEH 1 g 1QQ
F0AD-287740 150 L-114 5 PARVANEH 1OO
*  100 L-A 5 M-32 1000
SAEED 50 F-NR 25 K  5Q
•KH 73 L-106 11 SOLIDARITY 100

AS 100 L-107 5
SJ 100 L-103 5 USA $
YJMA 1 5 0  FRANCE Frk. Reza-NY 500
BRITAIN £ F _10 1  5 0  AFSHIN DM160
-100 6 SH-001 50 W-GERMANY DM
-IDT 6  J-50 50 jhe Association

--IDA 6 AMI 50 o f  Supporters o f
-105 6 MFI 50 C P I j "
-107 6 SV 50 DARMSTADT 119
-108 6 B-200 50 GIESSEN 291
-11° 6  HAMBURG 53
-111 6 " ’ J?0  50 HANOVER 130
-M 6  A-33 50 co m ra t je  Support-
M 6  n l 2  en e r s  i n  Main2 110
-L 6 D-A 50
Y 2 2R 50 E
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"KONONIST" i s  the cen tra l organ o f  the CPI publ
ished in F arsi. I t s  24th issu e  was published 
recen tly :
Koaonist No.24, March 1986
•W o rk e rs 1 S o l id a r i ty  Funds. Habib Farzad
•  N ational C ouncil of R es is tan ce  and the ’'democ

ra tic* ' r e l ig io u s  governm ent. A bdollah Mohtadi 
•Communique o f Komala on the  Ja n .2 4 th  c la sh e s 

in the F edaieen (M inority ) h e a d q u a rte rs .
Women’s t r i v i a l  demands, or M ojahedin’ s t r i v i 

•  The KDP: once ag a in
mic R epublic.

•O n the UN g e n e ra l 
v io la t io n  o f human 

•T h e  d e c is io n s  o f 
c o u rt o f  Komala on 
to r s  o f th e  regim e.

•News o f the w orkers
Pishro N o .12, Jan .86

•T h e  7th  Congress o f
deadend. J a f a r  S haf
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MAY 85_ MAY 8 6 ,________________________

WORKERS’ STRUGGLES IN  IRAN INTENSIFIES!
(The following is the reprint of a leaflet 

published by the Association of Supporters 

of the CPI-Britain on the occasion of May 

Day-BM.)

The Hundredth Anniversary of the May Day arrives when the 
class division is deeper than ever, and after all these years our 
class is engaged in great battles for some elementry r ig h ts .The 
memory o f the heroic miners strike was s till alive when the 
printworkers at News International Group entered another battle 
to save their jobs. The news of workers protests, strikes, 
sackings, redundancies . . . ., in various industries are constantly 
spreading around.

If here in Britain the workers at Forge Master Steel Plant 
managed, a fter 15 weeks o f struggle, to win their demands and 
saved 700 jobs, in Iran 5000 of their class comrades at Esfahan 
Steel Factory were expelled recently. I f  6000 workers at News 
International have been sacked, the printworkers at Keyhan and 
Abrar Publishing Groups in Iran are at the moment on strike for 
better living and working condition. The story is the same all 
over the world.

The working class in Iran is denied of every elementry right. 
The right to assemble, to organise and strike is openly trampled 
on. 60 hour working week is a very common practice in work 
places in Iran. Expulsions are made with no regards to the fate 
of the workers. The condition of the work places is appalling. 
Unemployment is well above 7 million. Child labour abuse is 
widespread. Women workers are savagely exploited. In addition 
to the various reactionary and mediaeval treatments o f women 
in Iran, they are segregated from their brothers and are 
prevented from any contact with their male work mates. Many 
key industrial work places have been militerized and the armed 
guards are there to terrorize the workers.

Although the extent of repression and exploitation of the 
workers is horrifying, the opposition to the existing conditions is 
equally high. The workers in various sectors have stood up to 
the violation o f their right. The unrest, go-slow, protest and 
strike have hit most sectors of the industry and on many 
occasions the workers have managed to force the management 
and bosses to retreat. The workers are challenging the exploiters 
and their state. The welcoming of a movement to set up 
"workers solidarity fund" amongst the workers indicates the 
determination o f the Iranian working class to confront the 
Islamic Republic Regime.

Since last May, the workers movement, in the forefront o f a 
general protest has enjoyed a considerable escalation. The 
following are some selected extracts from the English 
publications of the Communist Party of Iran (report and 
Bolshevik message); covering the events since May 1985:

*  Workers strike in oil industry (2nd July 1985) demanding:

1) Better living condition

2) Re-payment of benefits which were stopped by the 
orders of oil minister

3) Dismissal of oil minister

*  Steel Factory in Esfahan:

Reduction of wages under the cover of compulsory 
retirement.

* Tabriz Tractor Factory:

3000 workers are made redundant.

* Zamyad (Radiator) Factory:

Workers protest over unpaid wages.

*  Iran - National Car Factory:

The Islamic management imposes night-shift work on 
workers.

*  Iran - Sypa Factory:

Workers protest over the cut of allowances.

* Arak Car Industry:

Protest against changed working hours.

*  Fomanat Textile Factory - Rasht:

Protest against reduction of wages.

• International Transport Company:

200 workers are sacked.

* Land Rovers (Assembly Factory of the British made Land 
Rover car in Iran) . 40 workers are sacked.

*  Starlight (Textile) Factory:

Workers protest against expulsions.

•  Transfo Factory - Zanjan:

Workers say no to production rise.

* Pooshesh Factories (Textile) - Rasht:

40 workers are sacked and further 40 are given notices.

•  Tabacco Factory - Tehran:

60 women workers are sacked.

*  Caterpilar Factory - Tehran :

Workers throw out the managers and take over the factory
fo r 10 days.

*  Shokoh Textile Factory -  Esfahan:

The factory closed down - 100's lost their jobs.

*  Sepehr -  Electric Factory - Ghazvin:

8 workers die.

•  Chit-E-Ray - Tehran:

Workers go on strike to get their unpaid wages.

•  Electro-Lux Factory -  Tehran:

Workers strike for 8 hour working day.

•  Tehran Gas Company:

Workers go on strike for wage rise and better living 
condition.

•  IR Cable Factory - Saveh:

180 workers are expelled.

* Starlight Factory -  Tehran: S ee  P .3

FREEDOM , EQUALITY , WORKERS’STATE
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