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Hoover institution otudies, otanford, 196b.

+he israeli Communiist rarty has alwéya suffered from a particular
prédicament -- it exists in e state with whose raison d'etre it is
bassically gt'odds- Thkexparty has been congistently anti-zionist and prior
xnxxhﬁxnxféblishment of the state of disrcel ,'it waé
nowever “sacialist" zionism has tried to color itselr, ena inspite
of the genuinely socialistic experiments that heave been carried out in
israei, zionism is bassically an ultra-nationaliat\ideology which mE
carnot co-exist with Marxism.
come =~arxists and most wsutopean liberal sociélists have EmmxisEam]
consispently supported the. state of lsreel and expresséd sympathy with
zionism-. This can be explained if we bear in mind three basic factors.
rirst that liberal soclalists all over the Qorid hav: to a great extent
identified themselves with nationalism, especialiy in the thnira world
where they considermi it a progressive force- Second, that some ~arxists
and most suropean socialists have been sympathetic to zioniem all along
simply due to has been termed as the "guilt feeling" towards the vews. And
third that dewish socialist experiments in :alestine, especlially the
ajibbutz movement, have been considered as pioneering and successful
socialist utoplas come true. lhe Kibbutz movement andthe ueneral rederation.
of Jewish Labour-- the Histadrut -- which is Lx= itself the largest
employer in lsresel, have both before and after the creation of the state d
% Israel been Emxm the main institutions which represented Jewish
socialism. As mmEimiiztxixxtituxizx zionist institutions, both these

organizations have been and still are anti-communist .



grété to israel, be they from the rar Kast._lndia Or ~lrica, are waiuly
‘uving in israel slthough the Arabs still comprised 6 per cent
L 3 Prisnd GonkSEuERTE 9% By

orthodox ¢Jews who were comparatévely prosperous an
membership. This peroentgge. however, is large considering thzt the arabs
in lsr¥é®Inbkenohst ban8écendgdiirparthenstaftthénjoxkiqhdonke book under
revie¥hexpbainegbitlbaensdwansthuffarey Eremmastbystetenilgdlérge tawhy
aretvéd Lavbghahenhagrhﬁps 4 pepeehéirgnfroighhbe jodntekn pioty Snmhiar
enovivaleferali¢eantgedomhuatsottartyemenhersbof afbprthicime iapstbeine either
counutﬁroteerhgﬁnuaauhemuas ofnthemedothqe kd afiverdindtibd failmraslofn
hh@uﬂtnehtpbnce1aappolnthenteattnenﬁangythﬁthalhetamggiagiaisﬁéﬁghgégg
dareondirpeapméfetifn dmdd®envinved of Lsraelfs ideological raison d'étre.
ih%hghépﬁentrebynanwtahopnhginsvervahtsihgehxsldghhdmaﬁniaabednmae
bheomﬁngia&aﬁ;igratnenAnahfs pteaaneautnp&ahsaﬁknnuahAﬁiftnrﬁhégi&&ﬂ'in
thirbeted ;o adiitautiobasedbaiippent iekdmmeantietshikhewnbek raveptaatl who
erdgsftentd 1sraelgrbet bheylfroachhe the Sash,spolidanar Adriergbsretibinly
brtindoknd ewravwhoa Vereughmpheatiyed ysprbdbpecnps] saed cbnfertednt df their
- membership-'This percentage, however, is large conbidering thzt the arabs
in lsrael now constitute only 11 per cent of the populgtion.

The non-Arab elements in the party sre mostly recruited from newly
errived muropean emigrants‘, especially from the mastern Bloc. Some of
those were already vommunist rarty members of sympathizers in their
country of origin, but most of them jJjoin m«Ql after initisl failures of
ad justment or disaﬂpointment at finding that &ll is not milk and honey
in the "promised om land".

lhe appeal to non-suropean Jewery has been slight mainly because
the initisl emigration drive of non-suropeans is much more religious 1h
charactery; and thus bassically anti-vommunist. ‘he non-suropeans who
emigrate to israel, be they from the rar Last, india or Africa, are mainly
orthodox Jews who were comparatfively prosperous and comfortable in their
countries of origin, who have hérdly experienced the xm anything similar
to the turopeen progroms and ghettos, and thus whose c<ionism is purely
religious and whose political outl .ok is devoid of economic and social

dimensions.



Although this group, andthe Arab Jews ( especially from Yemen) are
. faced with a brend of racial discrimination inconsistent with the basic
zionist tenets, their-religious zeal ®hx has sBo far kept them away from
the ranks of the vommunist rarty.

Their are of course internal factors which have contributed to mAQI's
weakness. oSimilear to Uommunist parties %q the &rab countiies, the israeli
Coﬁmunist rarty has been since its & 1héeption ( with a different name)
in 4919 too closely identified with the ~oviet ynion and with ooviet
forelgn policy. Like its Arab sisters, it has until very revently been
_considered mainly as a vehicle of coviet propaganda ahd ambitions. Whether
this is-tfﬁe or not, towing the ooviet party line and reversals of poliéy
coinciding with <oviet changes of tactics'have not helped the party gain
many new adherents. Marxists in israel have started organizing themseleves
outside the fold of the xxxmmii officiel vomminist sarty.

1he initial ooviet support for the establishment of the state of
lsraeland the m later reversal of this policy harmed mAQlL as much if not
more thag it did its #xmk counterparts in the Arab countries. All the
vommunist partiegd in the area religiously followed and retionalized ooviet
attitudes and switches of policy.

Tracing the party's political development. 1t ignored the selestine
Arabs, though adopting an anti-zionist stand until the o0's. 1t then
initiated its Arabization drive, adopting both en anti-<ionist and anti-
pritish stand thus identifying itself to a great extent with the arab
struggle against the mandetory power andits promises. During the oecond
wotld mar, it quarelled with arab support for the ~xis and 1dcnt1r;ed ix
itself with the ® Allies, losing much Arab support.

Soviet support for the establishment of the state of ¢arae1 in
1948 was echoed by the party, alienating even more arabs, although i

gaining Jewish recognition and respectabtlity in the states The Soviet



reversal of policy in the pxx 00's and its growing support of the Arab
stand was also reflected in xhe mAQI which beceme the main vehlcle of
Arab political opinion and economic grievances inside israel, being the
only plafform open for the Arabs in that states
- The Sino-coviet split has also had its reprecussions on the party.

A méinly dew&gh faction has recently gained the leadership of the party,
supporting tﬁe ooviets, aﬁd to some exteni'moderating its opposition to
the israeli state; while a mainly arab faction split, supported the
Chinese and adopted & more intrensigent attitude toward the state.

Czudnowski and Landau's study of MAQI during the generql elections
of 1961 is of great value mainly because it is the first study km to go
into any aspect of the lsraeli Communist rarty in deteil. It is also
valuable as oneof the very few studies of the party available. The
background it provides echoes the reaearches of waletr <. Laqueur ”
and do not proﬁide any extra information. Both works nevertheless ﬂave
another thing in common --- they are botﬁ basically entegonistic to the
Commiinist Yarty and sympathetic towrd zlonism.

The 90-page monograph makes good use of scarce material and provide
a detailed and tabulated picture of the composition, attitudes and
organization of mAQI piwm prior to and during the election andthen goes
on to snalyze the results obtained. ‘

One nevertheless tends tobe skeptical of the statistical approach
utilized in the monograph for one often wonders whether other tables or
another set of figures would provide the same kind of picture. The autors

attempt to be comprehensive and accurate, but they unfortunately tend to

“Walter Z. Laqueur, UOMMUNISM AND NATIONALISM IN THE MIDDLE EAST,

Routledge and kegeh raul, London, 1856.



: Uhad oo
rerlect their own prejudicea whenever they analyze the facts at their

disposal-_

The study notes the rise of mAQI votes m in 4961 and attributes it
to the growing Communist strength in Arab localities. It says that =mAQI
appears to the Arabs in " the image of Xk= a party that accords with thier
national-cultural frustrations". Thia conclusion might be true, but all the
tables end figures provided could not. poztibly convince the reader that =m
1t 1a Bos:

Singp the publication of the monograpn.sighirioant developmente have
taken place in the party, especially the already mentioned split. This
split has brought about some electoral losses whose lasi victim was the
Arab Uommunist mayor of mazareth who lost his seat at the municipal
elections last month. 1his is a great blow to the party since nazareth ==

a more-or-less purely arab city -- has miymx always been a Lommunist

stronghold.

Youssef Azmeh
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