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GULF _ _ NEWS 

GULF FEDE RA TJON 

'I1ie pr0$pecu of the GuJf Federation continued uncertain after the failure of the meeting 

of the Deputy Rulen on Octo~r 26: the Rulen have not ye,r met to discuu tire issue. while ma• 

ny eonjecrun:s uoused in particuW' that 'Bab.rain and Qau.r may decide to teave the Gulf Union 

Pd that Oman may join. 

In the meanwhile, the British press emphasized that Sir William Luu, the Briti1h Govern- 1 ment representative to co-ordinate British policy in the Gulf am, has not yet sm=s,eAted his 6nal i! 
rccommendarioru to the Governmen t: but the departure of a British battalion from Sharjah has g_ 

been described as " the 6nt part of the pLu:uwl. Britah military withdrawal from the Gulf by 1971" J 
A view ~y the "The Times" 

On the issue, The Times of London reported on November 19: ' 'There arc inctta.sing signs 

tbat &brain will sooo decide to leave the Union of Arab Emirates, possibly on Dec.ember 16, the 
ninth anniversary of the Ruler 's succession. 

Bahm.iri ,.is the mo.st advanced and heavily populated of the nine members of the union, 

with 200,000 inhabitants out of a toul in the union of 400,000. Shaikh Isa, the Ruler of Bahrain 
would like the capital of the union to be in Bahrain where the government cou1d be hollied with­

out gret cost. 

Public opinion in Bahrain also carries weigh t and the Rahrainis fee l strongly that tbe states 
of the union should be represented in the federal assembly of the union in pmpOl'tion to the num­

bet of people in each state aud not on the principle of an equal number of representatives from 
each. 

Since the total failme of a meeting of the deputy ruler,: on October 2S, the Rulen have 

not met to grapple with the issue of representation -and do not look like meeting before Dec.em• 

~r 16. Bahrain ll big enough and strong enougb economically to remain on he, own aftd become 
a member of the United Nation,, 

lf .Bwtrain bre.lu aw.ay, Quar.a close rival. may weU follow suit for reasons of prestige. 

Bdng 2km to the ruling~ family in ~udi Arabia, her Ruler can rely on Saudi support and, being 
rich. from. oil. Qatar has .some- claim w Nc.emc also an io.dcpePdent m,em1'u- ~ the 1Jniad N:arioM. 
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Qiltar may, however, feel 1ha1 the union will have more ulvantages for her if Bahrain leaves it. 

Without Bahrain the union at present stands the risk of being ovcnhadowcd by the rich shaikhdom of Abu 

Dhabi, but tberc is now a prospect that the young and new Sultan of Oman may bring hts sure, with its 

million inhabiranis, in10 the union. 

111c date set by the Labour Government for ~main's withdrawal from the Persfan Gulf w;u (k. 

c.ember 31, 1971. Sir William Luce, the Britisl1 Government '._ spcci.11 reprcsentarive, has still not prese111ed 

his firuil recommendatiom to the Government• undersu.nd.ably in view of the inept and bitter rivalry whicli 

persists between the Rulers- but time ii running out.'' 

Other views on Bahraini intentions 

11iis British report was prcci:ded by contrasting repor~ in Beirut and Tcheran. On November J, 

the Dajly Star of Bcirur said that "reliable Bahraini sources" had denied th;i;t the Government w:u. trying 

to divorce itself from the Feder;uicm and had cmphasi"led th.it ii remained :a basic :aim of &?rain's policy 

ro bring the union into being. Practically, the lcbanesc ncwsp;i;ptir asserted rhat Bahrain srill supported die 

proposed Federation despite its objections, voiced at the recent meeting of the Deputy Ru1ers in Abu Dha­

bi, to equal representation of all nine member states in the C.Onsultative Assembly and to the establishment 

of a fede ral capital on the Dubai-Abu Dhabi border . 

.But Kayha11 International of Tchcran ~id on November 4 rl,at acconling to the Kuwaiti press 

Bahrain was "seeking independence with encour.igement frora lr.an, :utd w,u; no longer interested in the Fede­

ration project". The Iranian newspaper added, however, that " in the view of political observers in Teheran" , 

Iran wou1d be glad to see a Federation of Bahrain, Qatar and the seven Trucial States, provided it w:u ··ge­

nuinely" wanted by them and creatc-d af1rr the diffocenct.-s dividing tb.cm 11.ld been resolved. l11c newspaper 

stated that reporu in "certain Kuwaiti newspaper fi~:rnced by lr.1.q" t.ha1 Iran did not wish to see a Fcdera• 

tion materialize were ''uner nonsense". 

Oman and the Federation ----------------
As reported in October, Oman's Premier Tareq bin T.aimour, §aid that Oman would not join a Fe• 

duacion at pre5ent, though it might form a "loo:.e unio11" witft some Arab Emirat~S later. 

But Cairo reported 011 Novcmbrr 7 that Shaikh Khalid bin Saqr Qasimi, heir to the Ru1er of Ras­

al-Khaimah,sa.id that Oman :,ho11ld join the Federation: ··the people of Rilll•al-Khaimah had Oman nationality, 

a fact which provides grouuds for hope of .i. unified ~luli:.l fr.>11,,:work for the whole area'', Shaikh Khalid de­

clared according Cairo Radio. 

A ~ssimistic view b'.,_SheU 

Mr. David 8:man. senior managing director o£ Royal Dutch/Sbdll, S.Ud on November 16 that "recent 

efforts to promote a Gulf Federation ~ve ~ery little ground for optimism''. Mr. BaITan was speaking at luncheon 

gven in London by the Diplomatic aud Commonwealth Writcn' !usocianon. Examining the implications of Bri• 

tish withdrawal from the Cuti in 1971 as pfft of a general c!isculli.011 on the Middle Ea~t oil situation, he sa.id 

to be convinced that the British withdrawal would go ahead and that it would cr'ca te a vacuum "and leave an 

area which is not politically viilble in ~ present fonn". ··Saudi Arabia and Iran will wish to exercise a stabili­

sing role", h" stated. 

Ahkough pessimistic about a Gulf federation, Mr. Barran said that the new ruler of Oman had Jiven 

concrete ilSS11rances that his gow,rnrnent would pr-ess ~cad with- de-.-eloprnent projects. 

British trooe_s leave Sh-!!::i!h 

11te Financial Times of London reported on November 24 that the resident British infantry batta· 

lion which has been permauendy stationed in Sharjah in recent years ·•has been pulled out as the first part of 

the planned British 11li.1.itary witb!Uawal from ffie ~ by N71". The newspaper sair.l that bst elements of the 
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first bau,1.lion, Scoll Guards, who served in Sharjah for mnc months, flew out in November to take up new du­

ties in Britain, leaving their newly-built camp of Sharjah. 

!!~ _ _n_ian views on British 12.resence and Abu Musa disp»te 

Mr. Amir Afd1ar, Iranian Ambassador to Brit.Un, s:ud to l1u~ that " at the appointed time the Briush 

Government will withdr::iw its military forces (fron1 the Gulf .u.:.:i ) .,_, expected. He added rh;;r,t there was ;·no risk 

of a defence vacuum resulting" .. 

Mr. Afshar, who was speaking ac a dinner :;ittendcd by rnembcrs of the lrw Society in London on No• 

vember 6, al10 said that Iran would not ''in any circumu:rnces or al any cost" o ... crlook its rights to the "tiny 

islands in the Gulf which belong to Iran". It was generally :wumed that l,c wa1 referring to Abu Musa and the 

two Tumbs, in the Strait of Hormuz, 10 which Jr;an h~ ;aJre;ady l;aid claim.,. (fo Britain's view, Abu Musa belons5 

to Sharjah and the two Tumbs to Ras-al -KahimUl ). 

CE.NTO NAVAL EXERCISE IN TitE GULF OF OMAN 

A lO•day naval e:ii:ercise, known as operation "Midlink" and directed by the Central Treaty Organisation 

{CENTO) was effected in the Gulf of Om;:m in November. The exerci,e, whicli ended on November 21, involved 

81itish, U.S. and lrani:u1 ships. 

11ie- Da.ily Telegraph of London said that the exercise was not followed by RU$$ian ships "as had been 

expected". 

Iranian partcciparion was criticised by the &brain weekly Sada•:tl-Usbu: "Iran had every right to partc­

cipatc, 11cverd1l·les• the timing of the exercise was unfortunate, since it coincided with lhc failure of the Deputy 

Rulen's talks on the proposed Gulf federation , and with reports th:11 Iran was renewing its dajm to certain Arab 

Ulands in the Gulf''., the paper s;i.id. It added th;i.t " Iran has reputedly dcdare-d iu opposition to any external 

intervention in Gulf affain and stre.ucd its goodwill towards all Gulf Emir,ues and its wish to surmoun1 all obsta· 

da uanding in the way of improving and strengtheni.ng it"i relations with them". 

SOVIET DESIGNS EAST OF SUEZ 

A Nato ruval commander said that Briuin should sray casr of Suez to protect oil sourcrs from Russian 

" will for powu". He also mentionW the Gulf among areas over whicb the Russians have "designs". 

Jtalian Admit~ Gino Birindelli, the new Commander of the Allied Naval Forces of Southern Europe, 

wh0&c headquaneu u in Malta, said in a press interview published by the London Times on November 27, that the 

NATO powers should remedy the limiutiotu set by an alliance with defined .spherc1 of action because many ar.ns 

over whid the RUS$iffl:1 '"evidently bave designs" come within 1lte NATO territory: be luted the Middle East, the 

Pers.ian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. 

Admiral Birindclli said that it was ·• imperative" that Brit.Un should siay east of Suez considering that 

400 M1lion tCN.ol ail.. out of. ii~ 500 million Produced and consumed in the world every day, come from the Mid­

dle East: Out of the toaJ, 200 milliou tons go to Europe and 200 million to South East Asia , India and. w fOf'ffi'. 

OIL RESEARCH IN SHARJAH 

11ie Middle Wt Economic Survey h:is reported that an exploratory wcU wu to be ,pud by Shell corn­

~ in the Juweiza region, some 20· {lliles inland from Sharjah, on Nottmber 25. lhe report said that wildcat wells 

were sun!t u.nsucuss{ulfy in the area in 1958 and 1966, while the bn attempt showed minor indic~ of oil. 

OFFSHORE STRlK.E IN ABU DHABI 

The Abu Dhabi Oil Con:q,;uty has Hruclc low . sulphur oil off Milllaf'Tas. A company spokesman said that 

the weU was yielding iome S,000 hu.felt a day of Ught crude with Q.8 per cent content. Below it another condensa­

ted layer is e:xpected to fluw at a rat.e of 2,000 barrels daily of oil and 450.000 cubic feet of gas. 



ABU DHABI OIL OUTPlJT 

Output of crude oil from the Abu Dhabi Petroleum Compilny's onshore Murban field tot.uled 

1,964,000 long tons in Octobc., bringing the toul production for the first 10 months of this year to 

15,928,000 long to111, or 1,796,000 long tons more th;m ou tput in the ~.ime period of 1969. 

Crude produced by Abu Dhabi Marine Areas toullcd 1,331,735 long tons in Occobcr, an in­

crease of 176,741 tOII.$ in respect of October 1969. 

JAPANESE OIL MOVE IN ABU DHABI 

An operating company. United Petroleum Dcvdopment Uapan), hu br-i.:n fo.mcd by the coruor­

tium of four Japanese groups wl,icl1 reuntly signc-d an ;;igrccment with British Petrolt'Mtt1 for development 

of the Bunduq oilfields io Abu Dhabi offshore waters. lbc opeu1ing comp;iuy h;u a paid in capital of 5.5 

million dollan. The consortiuM comp;iny with ;iuthorized capital of $22.2 million wa.s formed by Qatar Oil 

(S 3.3 million in sl1arcs), North Slope Oil \S 1 million) Abu Dhabi Oil ($ 830,000J and Alukan Petroleum 

Dc\<elopn1cnt (S 280.000}, 

OIL DEVELOPMENT IN DUBAI 

In Dubai's water Coatinenta.l Oil, die opcraux in the Dubai Marine Arca parmcrship, said a well 

ju~t over six miles from the ,•xisting Fateh field flowed at 1,350 barrels daily. This w;u revealed III Paris by 

Co1npagnie Fran~ai•e des ritrok:;, which has 25 per cent of die Dubai parr-,u:r-.J.ip. 111e oc.hcr :ihareholders, 

apan from Contincnta1 (J,; per cent.) are Hispanoil (25 per cent) Texaco l10 per cent,) ,.nJ Sun Oil (5 per 

cent.). CrP said that ale.hough the results from the l.a tesr strike were encouraging funhcr tcst.1 would bC' nee­

ded to cstabUsh the size or cat discovery . 

OIL OU"Jl>\IT IN BAHRAIN ANO QATAR 

111c Bahrain Petroleum Co. produced 2,357,959 barre.I~ of crude oil last October, or 13,407 barrels 

more than October 1969. 

Tbe Qatar Perrolc1.1m Co. produced 764,000 long tons last October, 01' 58.000 tons less than Octo­

ber 1969. Output in 1he first \0 months of current year 7,367,000 long tom, or 433,000 tons less than in 

the coHcspondcnt period 0£ 1969. 

OIL FIRE QUENCHED IN OMAN 

_A fire in a well ,operated by Shell in the Ytbal region, south-west or .Mmcat, bas been uringuished, 

after more than two months that it broke out, by drilling lin,aklti0cW well alot1igsidc the 6ring well and filling it 

with water transported acr01s the desert . 

DIRECT AIR LINK BETWEEN DUBAI AND KUWAIT 

Gulf Aviation, owned jointly by the Government or Bahrain , Qatar and Abu Dhabi and tl1c Brituh 

°"crsc:u Airways Corp • • ha, introduced direct nighu between Dubai and Kuwait every Monday. Tbe journey, 

which covers 539 miles and ta~es 85 minutes, 1s the longt:u non -stop commercial flight so far euayed in thc 

Gu.If region. BAC 1-l 1 jct planes, with both first and econg,pi,ic clus u~ating, art used for it. The oew service 

i, a<iditiwa,I to Gulf Aviation's thric.e-wecltly flighu bcrwee11 Dubai and Kuwa.it via Babu.in. 

AIR LINKS BE1WEEN IRAN AND GULf 

Iran Air and Gulf Aviation have Ugncd an agreemeu1 on Novembu 18 under which the two compa• 

nic1 wiU operate fl.igflt!J between Shiraz and Bandar Abb.as and the Gulf Em1rate1 of Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Qa· 

tar and Dubai . 
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From December 16, Iran Air will operate twice-weekly nights from Shiraz and B,md:11 Abbas 

to each of the four emirates and rwo 1non flights from Bandar Abbas to Duba;. Gulf Avi2tion will opera• 

te twicc-weeldy flights from each of the ft:,d,f Ge.If State5 to Bandar Abba, and Shir:lz and rwo additional 

flights from Dubai to Bandar AbbllS. 

GOLD PURCHASES RV DUSAJ 

Dubai purch..scd golJ in the first ten mond1s of 1970 totalling 220 rm-tric tons, the highest YO­

lumc ye1, according to the State's Cwtoms Dcpa..rtment. 

This was the cqui'IIUCnt of 16 per cent. of 1969 free world production (1,260 tom). Duba.i's 

imports in October were 27 tons. Dubai gold imporu. hue far surpaued the previous record achieved. in 1968 

when imporu by the Trucial State, were 167 tons. Lut year they fell to 139 tons. 

U.K, Customs figuru show shipmcnu to Dubai of about 3m. ounces in dte fint niue months of 

1970. About hJ.lf Dubai's gold imporl'S come from Britain, with the ha.lance being provided by Switzc:rlzand, 

France and the Netherlands. 

DUBAJ ORDER FOR BRIT AlN 

The Ruler, Sh.Ukh Ruhid, on November 15, signed a Lst 2.7 million contnct with the British 

Costain Civil Engineering organisation for the corutruction of ii new rWlway and taxiway and the installa­

tion of a new lighting syuem at Dubai lntemationa.l Airport, whett passenger traffic has doubled and freight 

movement trebled in the past three years. Completion of the work, c,:.pected by 1972, will enable the airport 

to take jumbo jet planes. Lloyds Bank is lcndmg Dubai Lst. 1.5 million, and extra finance bas been arranged 

by the merchant bankers MOt"gan GrenfeU 10 cover the C051 of the project, Wlder the guarantee of the British 

Government's Export Credits Guarantee Dcpxtment. The consulting engmecrs are Robert Matthew, Jobnson­

Marshall & Partners. 

QUATAR ORDERS FOR BRITAIN 

The cnginl"t!ring division of the British Whcssoc organis.ation h:a received orders worth some Lu. 400,000 

for heat exchangers and compreuor intcrcoolers to be installed in tl•e fertiliser comple,:. now under construction 

at Umm Said. 11te orders were placed by the Power Gu Corporatlon, the main contractor for the project, and 

by one of its sub-contractors, Coopcr-Beuemer {UK). 

BAHRAIN: BRITISH TRADE TEAM EXPECfED IN BAHRAIN 

A 12 • man British trade mission from the Merseyside Chamber of Commerce and lndUitry will arrive 

in Bahrain in the fint week of December, and later \'Utt Qlrta.r, Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Kuwait. A Bahrain Ch-1mbcr 

of Commerce spokesman said that it!I members would represent manufacturers of textiles, plastiu., pharmaceuticals, 

refrigeraring and electrical eqlllpmcnt and li.slu aad ~ ngineering plant. 

CEMENT MARKET STUDIES BY BAHRAIN 

The Bahrain Government ii giving dou attention to condition$ affecting the .sale of imporuiJ cement 

and it considering the cstablishlQlftt of a c.ement markctiDg <ommittec to prevent pric.e Ouctu.atioru,, du: Bahrain 

weekly Sada al-Usbu has reported. 
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Southern dinricts of East P:tkistan were eavaged a cyclonic storm on November J.3 in what h:u been 

described as the "worst disaster of humankind", Offici,V figures have indicated 150,000 deaths but> unofficial esti• 

mates put the victims at more than one million. Poor rdief intervention by W"t Pakistan, due to diffucult cornmu• 

nications between the two areas of the Sil.me country, have aroused separatist sentiment in Bengala, Tbe Pakistan 

military Govcnunent decided to use troops to see that the S'mcral election in E:ut Pakistan, due on December 7 

pus off puccfully, 

llie death toU from a typhoon which bi1 Manila in early November was of 222. 

144 young people met their deaths in a dance haU fire di.sa.stc: r at St. Laurent du Pont, France, on No­

vember t. 1he Minister of the Interior toid the French Parliament that the dis~ter would have been avoided if fi.. 

re rcgul:ations had been observed. 

·Jlie Soviet Union scored on November 11 a major space triumph by landing on the Moon a remote• 

controlled ,cieurific laboratory webide, Lunokhod J.1he,U~h1cle has rolled down from the unmanned Luna 17 mooa • 

craft, carrying a scienrific, payload including a French laser reflector and apparatus for studying the n,oon's swface, 

The tight-wheeled wehide ha.1 the task of investigating the moon's surface at varying distances from the laiuling spot. 

President Ahrocd1Sckou 1ourC of Guinea announced on November 22 that hundred of Portogucse merce­

nary troops coming from nearby Guinea Bi.,.sau :mempted to inv~c Congu.y, the Guinean capital, from the sea. 

President TourC asked for United Nations Security Council to send U.N. troops to Guinea bu1 a five-men U.N. mis• 

sion, immediately sent to Conakry, left after a few days of investigation. ~sulu of the U.N. enquiry have not),ccn 

disclosed as yet but ii was generally believed that the attack against Guinea was mounted by Guinean nationals op­

pased to Touri:'s regime, PortugaJ denied any as:tociation in t.he coup. 

Mr, Yukio Mishima, a mccusful Japanese writer, considered by ~,auy as a likely candidate for a Nobel 

Prize, committed hara -ki.ri (ritual sclf-disembowllment) in an .-my headqUMtcrs in Tokyo on November 25 after 

exhorting some 1.000 troops from a balcony to rise and compel the: Government to reVlic the ~hst constitution 

imvcsed upcn Jap:,.n by the allied power :,t the end of the Second World Wu. 

One of main difficulties of ftaly's <.::eotte Left coalition government was ovcrcQlllC at dawu of December 

2 wLen the Chamber of Deputies approved, 319 againu 286, a biU introducing divorce. llic measure had been sharply 

opposed by du-istian Dcmocrau and by die Roman Catholic d1urch. At the same time, the Iralian deputies also VO· 

tcd to rcfiticd a Government's Finance decree intended to boost Italian e&onomy. 

BRITISH VIOLATION OF SOUII'H YEMEN CLAJM,ED 

British aircraft o~rating from air bases in Oman and other Gulf area! were accused of violating the a.irJtP-1,• 

cc of South Yemen ll'M>w iumed the People'• DcAMw:..tic Re~ a£ Yemm) aod 5hclling a remote village clo.se to 

the ieastun'bordcn with Oman. 

Defence Minister Ali Na»er sold, pressiw:a the 1.hcUing incident of Alhauf village. cook phcc 011 November 

28, and citizens there 1Uiiamcd l&jllr:,- and dam..- to their property. "Oi.U was not be: fmt time British a.ircraft have 

violated South Yemeni :lffapace under thr pretcx 0£ chasing Gul~ rebels operating in neighbouring Dhofar, the Mini• 

ater uid, Egbteen violation incideqts by &r:itisb aircufc and J6 Sa»dl ~ La-vc been rcport-ed . 




