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In 1833 there was a split among the
Bani Yas tribe and the Al Bu Falasah
section moved to Dubai where they
established themselves as the ruling
family.

Despite the turbulent conditions,Dubai
had by the late 1870s become the
principal port of what was then known
as the Trucial Coast and it was already
larger than Abu Dhabi.

Dubai is often called the Venice of the
Gulf, with a wide creek dividing the
town into two halves and gaily painted
boats moving constantly across the
clear, blue-green water. A forest of
square wind-towers formerly rose into
the blue sky, known as Badgeer from the
Persian, but in the last decade

these have mainly been replaced by tall,
modern buildings although a few old
houses ean still be seen.

Dubai's rise was attributed to the
decline of Lingeh which until 1874 had
been a tribally administered area.
After that the Persians abolished the
Arab governorship and themselves took
over the administration in 1902

the Imperial Bank of Iran began to
collect custom duties on behalf of

imperial customs.
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The effect of this was to drive much
of Lingeh's trade to the opposite shore
of the Gulf and Dubai in particular
benefitted.

Some of the Lingeh merchants came to
Dubai, but others settled on the island

of Abu Musa.
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Until the 1950s Dubai developed steadily “el————— assl, adin by cund (S

but in quite unspectacular fashion. But
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and market itself was quite remarkable;and .

in contrast with Abu Dhabi's slow start,

development in Dubai was extremely

rapid.

Shaikh Rashid Bin Said Al Maktoum,the
imaginative and creative Ruler who sits
at the helm of the Dubai's government
today, is a tall man with strong
features. After serving for nearly

20 years as regent to his father,Shaikh
Said Bin Maktoum, he acceded to the

rulership upon the death of the latter

in 1958. Shaikh Rashid is also paramount

Shaikh of the Al Bu Falasah section of
the Bani Yas tribe, as were his prede-

cessors back in the 1830s.
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deposing Shaikh Said, and, on one

occasion, in 1934, were implicated in

the Bani Hashar line, which currently BSun b by b el el b pSadl
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carious until 1939, when the heads and
influential members of both branches
were dealt a decisive blow on the
occasion of the present Ruler's marriage. J—sige@lisll Jio | g8 poo Somu gl
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the ceremony and before it was over
engaged in conflict with members of the

other two branches, who were charged

with being parties to a conspiracy to
usurp the rulership. Several of their
leading menbers were killed in the

fighting that ensued and others were

exiled.

The incident consolidated Shaikh Said's

rule on the emirate, and as Dubai
grew, Shaikh Rashid came

increasingly to play an important role

in political,commercial and social matters -
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Indeed, Rashid had began to take an
interest in affairs of state from an
early age. He had seen his people
during the harsh times in the early
thirties which are known as ''Seneen
Al Qahat''(years of the drought) and
had vowed to improve their lot. In
the early 30s, just before the events
of 1938 he gained much experience
which was to serve him well as Ruler
of Dubai. He was involved in the
negotiations leading to the opening
of RAF air service facilities and
the opening of the British Bank of
the Middle East in 1946. Going
through the records, it is quite
obvious that all the bank's dealings
were with Shaikh Rashid although

Shaikh Saeed was still the Ruler.

There are some interesting comments
in a report prepared by a person
sent down by the Imperial Bank of
Iran as an expert in which you find
glimpses of Shaikh Rashid's
intelligence. The report also
incidentally gives the names of the

major merchants of Dubai.
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The articles were read over to the ruler,
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—64
insistence that the British expert was
forced to bring down the binding period
to 20 years.

The role of Shaikh Rashid in the
electrification of Dubai was also a
crucial one. Some private merchants had
set up smll generators, but in 1958
Rashid took up the issue of a public
electricity company with the British
Bank. The setting up of a regular

electricity company started in 1959 and

Dubai had its first electricity connection

in July 1961.

Mr.Khalil Al Fardan is a pearl merchant
who left the business some years ago to
go into the money exchange market. He
worked with Shaikh Rashid in the pearl
market during the pearl boom in Dubai
and considers himself a close friend of
the ruler.

Mr.Khalil Al Fardan talked about his
experiences with Shaikh Rashid and said
that he was a totally honest man and
expected the same standards of honesty
from his friends and associates.

During the Second World War the pearl
industry began to wear out, as a result

of which many people become unemployed.
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The operation of air services provided
Jjobs for many of them; some left for
the other Gulf states to look for jobs
mainly to Saudi Arabia with its oil

resources.

Each person in those days had the right
to buy 2 kg of sugar a month for two
rupees and sell it for 20 rupees to
traders who would export it to Iran.
The Ruler appointed a merchant in Dubai
souk, called Eid, to sell rations to
the people, and this was controlled
through ration cards. But if a person
needed more, he could approach the ruler
and would usually get more if he could
convincingly demonstrate that his need
was genuine.

Khalil Fardan once called on Shaikh
Rashid with a friend. at his Al Bahr
Majlis(at present,it houses the Ruler's
Office) one evening during Ramadan time.
There were many people present and entry
was difficult, but Shaikh Rashid saw
Fardan from his room on the first floor
and sent one of his men to bring him and.:
his friend up. They requested some
additional rations which he first refused
to give, saying that they had just.

received their share.
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They replied that the Eid of Ramadan was
coming and they would need more food to
serve at the festival and Fardan's
friend said that his son was getting
married. Shaikh Rashid said that he did
not have enough to give them more and
Khalil replied: I know you have enough.
Do you want to eat it all and let your
children watch? Rashid then ordered some
more rations for them. Such frank talking
was common and showed the rapport between
the Ruler and his people.

During Ranadan, Rashid had the habit of
staying awake all night, receiving

people until the Fajr prayers. After
saying his morning prayers, he would

sleep until the Dhuhr prayers. Any person
could go and talk directly to Shaikh
Rashid and the latter disliked the
practice of anyone bringing a third
person to recommend his case. He felt that
he was available to all of his people.
Rashid is a humble man, a sincere person.
One thing he dislikest is a person trying

to outdo him.

I also interviewed Mr.Duff, Mr.Musarat
Hussain, Mr.Thani Bin Abdullah and the

Indian Merchant Witra.
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Mr.W.R.Duff came to Dubai in 1960, as a
Financial Expeﬁ, and joined the Customs
Department.

In addition to Rashid's role in various

negotiations,and talks on agreements

Mr.Duff brought out the following points.

Although Shaikh Rashid seldom negotiated

directly, he was always present at
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discussions concerning government affairs.

He would listen carefully and follow all
negotiations closely. He is capable of
understanding quite a great deal of
English but he never speaks the language.
Only when negotiating with President
Shaikh Zayed and other rulers would he
take a personal part when conducts
discussions privatelyy; otherwise, he
would listen and now and then raise a
point. His intelligenceis remarkable.

He picks on the right points at the
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right time.With an important foreign visitor

such as King Hussein of Jordan, he will
talk very freely and on fully equal

terms. He would do same thing with the
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British Prime Minister, the only difference

being that he would talk through an
interpreter. Among his close companions
he talks freely and there is a

great deal of good-natured banter when he
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and Essa Buhumaid.

Dubai rulers have always tended to
delegate the tedious business of day-
to-day administration to office staff
(karany). At the same time, their
generosity and lack of petty inter-
ference with the bazar, together with
the reasonable rates of customs charged
by them, constitute one of the principal
reasons for the influx of foreign
merchants which have built up the
country's commerce. A quite unique

feature of Rashid's handling of men is

that he would like his friends to compete

among themselves.

So that is a common fact where
we get a man at the top who is
as good -as every one of his

colleagues.

Rashid listens especially carefully
during his majlis. He would throw out a
little comment. He would say, for
instance, you know, I heard the other
day that there is some funny stuff going
down there....anyone else heard anything
about it? This is his way of getting

people's reactions, hearing all the
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gossip and obtaining news. Rashid also
has prodigious memory. If somebody
said something to him in 1961, and if
the same person said something else

in 1966, he was quick to point out the
discrepancy. Every engineer in Dubai
will testify to the fact that if Rashid
had been told four years ago that they
needed 20 feet of pipe and came later
and said that they needed 22 feet of pipe
for the same job, he would say no,you
told, me 20 feet and 20 feet it will be.
He also would supervise many projects
personally.

Dubai is acknowledged as one of the
most cosmopolitan cities in the world.
This is because of Rashid's toleration
and his innate confidence in himself.

He knows he is good Sunni Muslim and he
does not bother if the other person is
a shia or Christian.

Hindu. He went to opening of the Roman
Catholic Church in Dubai and had coffee
there. He has also been to the Shia Mosque
several times and has had food there.
For so many years, Shaikh Rashid used to
participate in providing help for the
Baharna group of Shias in Dubai in

relation to Ashura ceremonies which are
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held during the first 10 days of Muharram

the first month of Islamic Hijri year.
The same cosmopolitan outlook Rashid
brings to ear on the question of
nationalities. It was this that brought
Indian merchants to Dubai and helped in
Dubai's development. All nationalities
have lived together happily in Dubai.
Mr.Musarat Hussain is a Pakistani

businessman who has enjoyed good and
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Hussain said that at the very beginning

of modern Dubai the only financial
resources consisted of revenue from
custom duties and from water supplies.
These Rashid shared equally with his
family and his people.

Rashid is a man committed to reform and
development and he took one of the
first steps towards developing Dubai by
establishing a road link between Deira
and Dubai. He borrowed money from the
British Bank of the Middle East for
this.

Rashid's relationship with the British
was always cordial. But he always took
decisions independently. For example
when Pakistan International Airlines,

the National carrier of Pakistan, wished
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to introduce a new service to Dubai, Uy ol el G b a0
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involved in the gold business since the
very beginning of the gold era in Dubai,
but Mr.Musarat Hussain thinks that,in

practice, Rashid never directly
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with proper security.
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Interviews with Mr.Thani Bin Abdullah,

a former speaker of the Federal National
Council and close companion of Shaikh
Rashid since his childhood, and the
Indian merchant Mr.Witra.

Thani Bin Abdullah said that Rashid was
among us like one of us. If Rashid is
leaving his place in the Majlis and
someone else, without noticing him, goes
out in front of him, he will not mind

it at all, even if he walks in front of
him.

Both Thani and the Indian merchant

Witra made the comment that Rashid was
able to stop many acts of vandalism

and looting which were taking place
prior to the 1939 movement . One event
was they both witnessed a big fire which
hit Bur Dubai in the summer of 1938.
There was widespread looting while
people were busy in extinguishing the
fire and Sheikh Rashid was able to stop
it .

Witra is one of the few people who came
from India when Rashid was a teenager and
lived and worked in Dubai, he enjoyed
friendly relations with Shaikh Rashid and
his mother Hissa bint Al Mur during the

period.
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building. The merchants at this .Souk
which usedto have a big gate till 15
‘ years ago when the wind of change hit
‘the Dubai market were Hindus. The gate
| was shut in the evening and opened the
| next morning. The Indians traded in
perfumes , textiles and other merchandise
imported from India. Tge rent of i
3 S Leh el a3 sl sl dexe I SU
the shops was collected by the Shaikh

Wdin eS8 Hamd v o>
agent, Al Deweis, with his ”K ani'(clerk)

Mohamed Al Shirawi and then Khamees Bin

Feirous.
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witra had free access to the Shaikh's
palace since his early days in Dubai.
He used to take merchandise to the
palace such as perfumes of all kinds,
cloth and "Zari" embroideried textiles.

He then would give invoices for what he

L 09,0 0 I asgal dw el Sg LSy
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sold

against which a '"Barwa'' payment order

would be issued by Shaikh Saeed to

Abdul Kareem Hamal Bashi, who was the

Customs Officer. The note said that the
" trader should be paid the amount

‘specified which was often on

}F stalment basis, from Customs revenues.
| Customs revenues were collected on each
| consignment as follows:

‘ Rs.2 as port charges on each package;

‘ half-a-rupee.as handling charges;

r and a quarter rupee as Customs

“ Duty, which used to be called government
‘i money .

| Rashid's friends were mostly from
Shandagahand Jumeira. At the beginning

of winter, he and his companions would
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to prepare them for the hunting trips to
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Dubai desert.
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Chapter I The Old Dubai

Al Furda, the custom house on the creek,whichwas also the
ruler's office, synbolises the traditional role of Dubai as
a comrercial centre. An entrepot in the Gulf from the late
19th century, Dubai is a successor to the fabulous Qais
| and Hormuz which had flourished before the coming of the

4 =
| Europeans into the region.

Dubai is often called the Venice of the Gulf, with a
wide creek dividing the town into two halves and gaily-—
painted boats constantly moving across the clear, blue-green
water. A forest of square wind-towers formerly rose into
the blue sky, known as Badgeer from the Persian: in the -
last decade these have mainly been replaced by tall, modern
buildings, although a few old houses can still be seen. A
British visitor in 1954 gave a very graphic description of
Dubai.

its Sugs or markets on either side of its broad

creek are the most picturesque I have ever seen

in the Middle East and take one back to the time

of the Arabian Nights. In the narrow lanes

roofed with matting, where the gloom is flecked

by spots of sunlight, Arabs, Persians and Baluchis

display their multifarious and many-coloured

wares. Wild-eyed tribesmen with their camel canes
and daggers haggle with the shopkeepers and the
wealthier Persian merchants with their long

flowing robes and gold-brocaded headdresses pass

N I S W o o P —— i e v e e T
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to and fro, intent upon their business.
Graceful dhows glide into the creek, lower
their sails and cast anchor while the whole

day long small craft are busy ferrying

shoppers from one bank to the other. The
rectangular houses of the Shaikhs and merchants
with their tall wind-towers cast white refle—
ctions on the water. Conditions are no doubt
primitive, but there is an air of bustle and
prosperity about the place that gives it a

| peculiar charm. (Quoted in Rosemarie Said Zahlan, Origins ¥

of the United Arab Emirates, London, 1978 p.13)

Dubai Creek was used by groups of fishermen who lived
in the desert nearby or came from Oman from times immemorial.
It was settled as early as 1820 when a certain Shaikh Hazza
bin Zaal signed the General Treaty of Peace with Britain on
behalf of Dubai, according to J.G.Lorimer, author of the

Gazeteer of the Gulf, Oman and Central Arabia.

The settlement assumed some importance with the migration
of about 800 members of the Al Bufalasah section of the Bani
Yas tribe from Abu Dhabi in 1833. They were led by Shaikh
| Obeid bin Saeed, who died soon thereafter, and Shaikh Maktoum
A bin Butti who assumed the leadership until his death in 1852

from smallpox while on a voyage to Muscat.
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The history of Dubai during the rest of the 19th century
is largely shrouded in mystery. There was the natural cycle
of competition, intrigue and power struggles between different
sections of the ruling family. What is remarkable ,however,is
that alone among the Trucial Shaikhdoms, Dubai was spared the
agony of violent successions. Shaikh Saeed bin Butti, who
succeeded his brother in 1852, suffered from opposition from
his nephews Shaikh Hasher and Shaikh Suhayl. However, this
did not lead to a deposition of the reigning Shaikh, and in
fact he was succeeded in 1859 by Shaikh Hasher, and Shaikh
Suhail's son Butti enjoyed a brief reign in the 20th century.
Shaikh Saeed bin Maktoum similarly faced some opposition from
some of his cousins in the 1930s without leading to his

overthrow.

This was partly due to the liberal policies pursued by the
benevolent shaikhs who shared the privileges of power and
wealth, such as exenption from custom duties, with a large
nunber of menbers of the ruling family. Another was the ability
of the ruling family to accommodate differences of opinion
within the ruling circles. Rosemarie Said Zahlan,author of a
recent history of the UAE, goes so far as to characterise this
as the toleration of a 'loyal opposition' within the dynasty,
although this may be going too far with the analogy of a

Western parliamentary democracy.
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Dubai's opportunity came with the decline of Lingeh,
the then dominant port near the Straits of Hormuz, which until
1874 had been a tribally-administered area. The Inperial Iranian
Government abolished Lingeh's Arab Governorship and tock over
the administration in 1902. The Imperial Bank of Iran began to
collect customs duties on behalf of the Government. A law
introducing very high customs duties for import and exports

drove away the prosperous entrepot trade from thelranian coast.

Dubai was not only geographically well placed to benefit
from Lingeh's misfortune but also provided a liberal commercial
climate under Shaikh Maktoum bin Hasher who welcomed the
merchants, craftsmen, traders and pearl divers. Under his rule
Dubai port grew rapidly and becane a regular port of call for
steamers from 1902 and the Trucial Coast's main commercial
centre. The population of Dubai doubled between 1908 and 1939

when it numbered 20,000 [Zahlan:3-4]

The quarters of Dubai

The growth of Dubai can be traced from the layout of the
city.Shindagah and Al Ras are opposite each other on Bur Dubai
and Bur Deira respectively. These two quarters, in addition to
Jumeirah and Umm Esgame villages, housed the Bani Yas. They
included the Al Bufalasah, who comprise the ruling family of

Al Maktoum, Al Bumeheir, Al Seweidi, Al Merar ( who lived in

a quarter named after them in central Deira) and Al Mazarei.

Most of these people worked as divers, fishermen and seamen.
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The Baharna quarter in the centre of Bur Dubai on the
creek, which accommdates the old Dubai souq, is named after
the very first families which arrived in Dubai from Bahrain
and other places in the Gulf, including Lingeh. Arabs from
Iran shared this residential area: they spokethe same language,
and were involved in the same businesses, such as pearl
dealing (Letwash) and dhow building (Leglaf) in addition to
blacksmithing (Lehdad). These families had a long experience
in these professions, having acquired it in different places

in the Gulf.

The Bastakia quarter to the east of Al Fahidi fort is
the home of immigrants from the district of Bastak in Fars
near the port of Khamir and other Iranian provinces. They came
either at the same time as the Baharna and Arabs from Iran or
thereafter. Speaking Persian and specialising in trade, they
built their houses close to the creek where boats could be
offloaded, and also near the Soug.They introduced the famous
wind towers, a unique architectural characteristic of the
quarter, which has spread all over the Gulf and has been

incorporated into modern architecture.

The Lary are another group of merchants originating from

the Iranian province of Lar. They are located in the Bander

Taleb area of Deira which also accommodates part of Dubai

Central Souq. They make upto 80 per cent of the Murshed Bazar
and Deira Souq traders. The area between the bazar and the

Creek is all land that was reclaimed during the late 60s.
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The creek provided port facilities for all kinds of

businesses located on its shores. The dhows used to anchor

as near the merchants' sheds as possible to unload their

cargoes. Small boats used to carry the goods to the banks of
the creek and directly to the stores which were located by the
creek. Customs officers (karani) visited the merchants'
stores for inspection and duty collection. The dhow building
yards and the associated blacksmith workshops were also
located near the creek for the same reason, enabling them to

launch their ships directly into the water.

Another quarter was named Soug al Banian, inhabited by
Hindus and other Indians who lived and worked next to the Dubai
souq. Arabs used to trade their pearls at Indian ports and
returned with foodstuffs, merchandise and textiles. Dubai
rulers and merchants encouraged Indian merchants to come and
invest in the local trade and bring in their experience. Many

came to Sharjah and Abu Dhabi as well as Dubai.

Soug al Banian used to have a big gate until 15 years
ago. It used to be.shut every evening and reopened the next
morning. The Indians traded in perfumes, textiles and other
merchandise which were imported from India. Many of them were
goldsmiths. Most of the buildings belonged to the Shaikh during
the time of Shaikh Saeed bin Maktoum.The rentsof the shops were
collected by his agent, Al Deweis, with his karani (clerk)

Mohammed Al Shirawi and later on Khamees bin Feirous.
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Witrah, Lwho came to Dubai in 1922 from Karachi at the

age of 12 with his brother-in-law, was among the very few

people who had free access to the Shaikh's palace since his

early days. He relates that he used to take merchandise to

the palace, such as perfumes of all kinds, cloth and zari-

embroidered textiles. He would then give invoices for goods
sold against which a barwa (payment order) would be issued
on the custom officer. The note stated the amount to be
paid, which was often done on an instalment basis from the

custom revenues.

During Shaikh Saeed's time the customs officer was
Abdul Kareem Hamal Bashi. Customs duties were collected on
each consignment as follows: Rs.2 as port charges on each
package; half a rupee as handling charges; and a quarter rupee

as custom duty, which was called government money.

Another quarter of Dubai was known as Fareej Al-
Balouch east of Port Rashid area in which the Baluchi minority
lived in temporary cottages made of palm tree wood. They lived
among other small minorities from Iran and Pakistan for a
number of decades until 1962. With the start of Port Rashid
construction works, the area underwent major changes, so these
people moved to Satwa where many of them managed to construct
their own houses. The only landmark which is left of their

old site is their graveyard which lies on Khalid bin Al Waleed

street.
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Apart from these mjor commnities there were also
a number of people who came as labourers, farmers and water
carriers, while their women worked as housemaids. They lived

scattered in all the different quarters of the city.

The Pearl Era

The economy and social life of old Dubai centered around
the pearl industry, the great "gmash" as much as if not more
than modern Dubai does around the oil industry. Pearl fishing
was described at the end of the 19th century as ''the premier
industry." The purchasing power of the inhabitants depended
very largely on pearl fisheries. ' Were the supply of pearls
to fail', commented Lorimer, author of the Gazeteer of the Gulf,
Oman and Central Arabia. "the ports of Trucial .= =
Oman, which have no other resources, would practically cease

to exist.'" (Lommerp, 2220).

It was an industry which engaged most of the able-bodied
men throughout the summer months from May to September, when
the sea was calm and the water warm. More than 22,000 people
were engaged in the industry all along the coast. They manned
1,200 boats, the largest number, 410, belonging to Abu Dhabi,
and 335 operating from Dubai. It yielded a revenue of about
£7,000 to the former emirate and £5,000 to the latter at the

end of the 19th century. (Lorimer,I: 2220-2285)

}
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Dubai prosperity in those days was due primarily to the
pearl trade, with many of the local families engaged in alio

such as Bin Dalmouk.

Shaikh Mohammad bin Ahmed bin Mubaraq Bin Dalmouk was
active in Dubai during the first half of this century. He was
politically and financially powerful, having gained much
influence from his domination of the pearl industry during the
boom era of the 'great gmash'. He owned a number of pearl boats
and financed many boat captains in order to enable them to
equip and provision their vessels and pay advanced to their
divers. Shaikh Ahmed drew his political influence by virtue
of being a member of Dubai's ruling family. He had a large
sums of money to put into the pearling business, and was thus
entitled to buy pearls at cheaper prices, about 20 percent

below the market value.

The pearl merchants commnity consisted of different
categories. One was.the pearl dealer, ''tawash', who bought
and sold pearls with some experience and financial capability
behind him. Some of the leading 'tawash' of Dubai were
Humaid Al Basty, Bayat Al Mur, Mejren bin Sultan Al Mur, Jassim
Al Bagali, Rashid bin Huraiz, Rahma Al Shamsi, Hammad bin
Majid bin Futaim, Hammad Al Ghurair, Mohammad Obeid Al Budour,
Mater Musabeh, Salem Musabeh, Haj Yousef Al Sayegh, Hussain bin
Ali Al Sayegh, Al Haj Abdulla Al Mutaai,Haj Hassan bin Makki,
Ebraheem Al Daasaqi, Mohammad bin Obeid bin Medaie, Essa bin
Thani, Hareb bin Hareb, Saleh bin Behzad Nasser bin Sultan

Al Suweidi and Mohammad Al Ameel.
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The pearl fishermen would stay at sea for the entire

season. Some dealers used to approach them at the pearl I
banks or meet them at Dalma island when they come to
replenish their supplies of fresh water. To buy pearls

there used to be hard bargaining.

The second category was of pearl experts such as Haj

Ebraheem bin Fardan and Sultan bin Oweis who were also

prominent ''tawash''. And then there were the pearl traders
who traded in other commodities as well. They used to
collect pearls from the merchants and acted as intermediaries
to sell in the international market in India and in Europe.
Traders such as Abdul Qader Mohammad Abbas, Abdullah Murad and
Farouq, were very active in this field. The pearl dealer
would seek the help of the traders to sell his pearls in the
international markets since the latter had good connections
abroad, especially in India and France. The trader in turn
would seek the advice of the pearl experts to classify his
wares in accordance with the well-known categories of the
pearl scale. Abdul Qader Mohammad Abbas had an office in
Bonbay as well as in Paris, where he dealt with the pearl trade
in particular and in foodstuff and garments in general. One of
his brothers stayed in Paris for almost 15 years. Mustafa bin

Abdul Lateef was functioned from Bombay .

Rahma Al Shamsi, a pearl dealer who later left to go into

the building construction business still talks excitedly of

the days when he used to act as a pricing expert for pearls
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and settle disputes between pearl merchants over the value of
their goods. His judgement was accepted as final, so great
was the authority he enjoyed by virtue of his reputation as

an expert.

In 1940, Shaikh Rashid decided to enter the pearl industry,
so he called Rahma to do the buyding on his behalf. The venture
was successful, but Shaikh Rashid decided not to continue in
this business in order not to be seen as interfering in affairs
of the pearl community or taking away business from the

traditional pearl dealers.

The pearl industry began to decline in the 1930s with the
international monetary crisis at that time and the growth of
| the cultured pearl industry[primarily in Japan]. The decline
gathered momentum during the 1940s and the whole industry died

out completely in the 50s.

The decline of the pearl industry brought countless
problems for the people working in it. The boat captains went
bankrupt, and the divers fell into debt. Many of them had to

sell off their property, but still could not pay off their

debtors.

Though the pearling industry was controlled by merchants

who had interests in other businesses also, the collapse of

pearling nevertheless hit them hard and many of them were
‘ rendered bankrupt.

Their sons had to look for jobs with boat builders and
blacksmiths, although they were absolutely ignorant of the

l demand of these trades.
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During the 1950s when the pearl industry died out completely,
a new phenomenon became a major economic factor in Dubai. This
was the gold trade to India which helped the growth of Dubai

and thus encouraged banking activities.

The dictionary defines smuggling as the 'act of bringing
goods into a country without payment of customs duty'". Although
many referred to Dubai as the Centre for gold smuggling, this
was incorrect, for the trade did not contravene Dubai laws. It

was in fact, genuine re-export business.

Kuwait had been the primary exporter of gold to India in
the early 1950s. But the growth of other economic activity in
Kuwait saw it relinguish its position to Dubai, which had the

advantage of being closer to the subcontinent.

British Bank of the Middle East which was originally called
the Imperial Bank of Iran and which opened branches in Kuwait in
1942, in Bahrain in 1944 and in Dubai in 12 October 1946 was a
large importer and seller of gold, but on behalf of bankers from
Dubai.

The National Bank of Dubai and the First National City Bank
of New York were also big importers of gold, while some merchants

ordered their own gold from Lodnon direct.

India has always been a bottomless pit for gold a sponge

which absorbed about $200 million worth of gold every year.




-9d-

The price in Dubai in 1967 was $.35 an ounce and it was

sold in India at $.68 an ounce.

Dubai allowed the free import and export of gold and

these was thus on its part no illegality in the transactions

carried out here.




AGE

NAME

NATIONALITY

CONTACT ADDRESS

MARITAL STATUS

QUALIFICATIONS

| WORK EXPERIENCE

1]

2]

3]

COMPANY

PERICD
POSITION

DUTIES
REASON FOR LEAVING
COMPANY

PERIOD
POSITION

DUTIES

COMPANY
PERIOD
POSITION
DUTTES

BIO DATA

st ABBAS ABDULIA MAKKI

: UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

: 32 YEARS
: PO BOX 63
DUBAI [U.A.E]
Tel No.459575 Ext.236[Mornings only]
457255 [Evenings only]
: MARRIED

:: DIPIOMA IN ARABIC-ENGLISH

TRANSLATION FROM THE POLYTECHNIC
OF CENTRAL LONDON,UK. GRADUATED
IN JULY 1981[COPY OF CERTIFICATE
ATTACHED] .

:: EMBASSY OF U.A.E. IN LONDON MEDICAL

DEPARTMENT

: JULY 1979 TO OCTOBER 1981
:: INTERPRETER AND TRANSPORT OFFICER

: ACT AS AN INTERPRETER BETWEEN THE

PATIENT AND THE DOCTOR.

: RETURNED HOME AFTER COMPLETION OF

STUDIES,THE REASON WHY I WAS THERE.

:: KHALEEJ TIMES NEWS PAPER

DAILY ENGLISH NEWS PAPER

:: MARCH 1982 AND STILL WORKING THERE
:: TRANSLATOR AND REPORTER

: TRANSLATE THE ARABIC ITEMS RECEIVED

BY THE TELEPRINTER OF THE NEWS AGENCY
INTO ENGLISH AND WRITE ARTICLES ON
TRADITIONS OF THE COUNTRY [COPIES
ATTACHED] -

:: DEPARTMENT OF PORTS & CUSTOMS

: MARCH 1983 AND STILL WORKING THERE
:: LIAISON OFFICER

:: CORRESPONDENCE , TRANSLATION , DOCUMENT

DESIGNER,PUBLIC RELATIONS REGARDING
ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL MATTERS
WHICH RELATES CUSTOMS AFFAIRS.
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