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The fo llo w in g  a r t ic le  has been 
t ra n s la te d  fro m  issue no.22 (A u g / 
Sep 85) o f K om on is t, the  c e n tra l 
organ o f  th e  T a rty .

* * *
Why th e n  w ar? Was n o t a j u s t 
p eace  p o s s ib l e  from  th e  end 
o f  s p r in g  82 and th e  e v a c u a t io n 
o f  K horam shahr from I r a q i 
t ro o p s ?  Was n o t th e  s i t u a t i o n 
r i p e  f o r  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  a 
j u s t  p eace?  Why th e n  d id 
Khom eini c o n tin u e  w ith  th e 
w ar? ( M ojahed 253, p .4 )
T h is  i s  a q u e s t io n  t h a t  Mr. 

R a ja v i  p o ses  to  h im s e lf  h e re 
and th e r e  in  h i s  i n te r v ie w s  and 
m essa g e s , w ith  th e  r e s u l t  o f  he 
h im s e lf  g e t t i n g  e n ta n g le d  in 
th e  s k e in  o f  fo rm u la t io n s  t h a t 
he has  woven t o g e t h e r ,  n o t fo r 
th e  p u rp o se  o f a rg u m e n ta t io n 
and a n a ly s i s ,  b u t f o r  propaganda 
and m a rk e tin g . Thus th e  e n t i r e 
a d v e r s i t i e s  to  w hich  th e  m i l l i o n s 
o f  I r a n i a n  t o i l e r s  a r e  s u b je c te d 
u n d e r th e  I s la m ic  R ep u b lic  a re 
p u t down to  th e  v ic io u s n e s s , 
" Im p o s tu re ,"  lu n a c y , and power 
m ongering  o f  a s in g l e  in d iv id u a l , 
so t h a t  c a p i t a l ,  b o u rg e o is 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  th e  arm y, th e 
b u re a u c ra c y ,  and I s la m  sh o u ld 
rem ain  u n to u ch ed  by th e  stigm a 
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  governm ent.

WAR, THE "  ALTERNATIVES ” , AND 
THE WAR OF ALTERNATIVES

Terms such  a s  " im p e r ia l i s m ," 
'e x p l o i t a t i o n , "  " c l a s s , "  and so 
on have been  w iped o u t o f  th e 
M ojahed p o l i t i c a l  t h in k in g  and 
v o c a b u la ry ,  and r e p la c e d  w ith 
em phasis on th e  " p le d g e "  to 
c a p i t a l i s m ,  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty , 
ex te n d e d  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  the 
U .S. and W estern  E urope in 
o rd e r  to  r e f i n e  " th e  o n ly  a l t e r 

n a t i v e "  in  th e  p re s e n c e  o f 
E u ro p ean , and r e c e n t ly  A m erican , 
k in g  m ak e rs . I t  w ould o b v io u s ly 
fo l lo w , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  the 
c a u se s  u n d e r ly in g  th e  I r a n - 
I r a q  war sh o u ld  be in q u ire d 
a f t e r  so n a iv e ly ,  and re c e iv e 
answ ers j u s t  a s  n a iv e ,  v ag u e , 
and a t  t im e s  c o n t r a d ic t o r y .
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A t  a n y  r a t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  M r . 
R a j a v i  h a s  p u t  h i s  f i n g e r  o n  a n 
i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t .  W h y  i s  w a r 
b e i n g  p u r s u e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  e x i s 
t i n g  m i l i t a r y  d e a d l o c k ,  c o n s i 
d e r i n g  t h e  l o s s e s  a n d  d a m a g e s 
i t  h a s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  e c o n o m y 
o f  t h e  t w o  b o u r g e o i s  c o u n t r i e s , 
a n d  t h e  i n t e n s e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
i t  h a s  c a u s e d ,  a n d  i s  c a u s i n g , 
a m o n g  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e 
i n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s ?  I t  i s 
o b v i o u s  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  i t  i s 
t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  w h i c h 
s e e k s  t o  c o n t i n u e  a n d  i n t e n s i f y 
t h e  w a r .  A l s o  i t  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r 
o f  d i s p u t e  t h a t  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  l o o k s  f o r  s u r v i v a l  i n 
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r 
( n o t  o n l y  u s  a n d  M r .  R a j a v i , 
b u t  r o y a l i s t  l i b e r a l s ,  a n d 
i n d e e d  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c 
i t s e l f  h a v e  o n  m a n y  o c c a s i o n s 
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n 
b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  w a r 
a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  r e g i m e ) . 
T h e  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t  i s 
t h e  k i n d  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e 
r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  w a r  a n d  t h e 
s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c , 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h 

e a c h  o f  t h e s e  t r e n d s  a p p r o a c h 
t h e  w a r .  T h e  p r o p e r  a n d  c l e a r 
a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  w o u l d 
r e v e a l ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  i l l u s i o n s 
a n d  d e m a g o g u e r y  o f  t h e  M o j a h e d i n , 
b u t  a l s o  t h e  m a i n  f e a t u r e s  o f 
t h e  r i v a l r y  o f  t h e  a m b i t i o u s 
p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f 
t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  i n  I r a n ,  i d e n 
t i f y i n g  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  t r e n d , 
t h e i r  b e l i e f s  a n d  i l l u s i o n s , 
a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  i m a g e 
t h e y  w i s h  t o  c a s t  f o r  t h e  b e n e 
f i t  o f  v a r i o u s  f a c t i o n s  o f 
w o r l d  i m p e r i a l i s m .

W h y  d o e s  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c 
s e e k  i t s  s u r v i v a l  i n  t h e  c o n t i 
n u a t i o n  o f  w a r  ? N o t e  t h e  a n s w e r s 
o f  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p i n g s  o f 
t h e  I r a n i a n  b o u r g e o i s i e :  M r . 
R a j a v i ' s  a n s w e r ,  r e p e a t e d  b y 
l e f t i s t  l i b e r a l  c i r c l e s  i s  a s 
f o l l o w s :  ” . . .  b e c a u s e  t h e  s h a k y 
K h o m e i n i  r e g i m e  r e q u i r e s  w a r 
a n d  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  t e r r o r i s m  i n 
o r d e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  i t s  r e i g n . ” 
( M o j a h e d  2 4 3 ,  p . 2 )

" W i t h o u t  w a r  t h i s  r e g i m e 
l a c k s  t h e  r e a l  s t a m i n a  t o  a n s w e r 
s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s . 
A l s o ,  i n  c a s e  o f  t h e  w a r  c o m i n g 
t o  a n  e n d ,  t h e  r e g i m e ’ s  p o s s i 
b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e p r e s s i o n  a n d  i t s 
e n t i r e  e x i s t e n c e  w o u l d  v a n i s h  -

t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  i s  c a r r i e d 
o n  u n d e r  t h e  p r e t e x t  o f  w a r . " 
( N o .  2 4 5 ,  p . 2 )
A l s o :

K h o m e i n i  i s  f r i g h t e n e d  b y 
p e a c e ,  b e c a u s e  h e  k n o w s  t h a t 
a  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  o p p o 
s i t i o n  e x i s t s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e 
( a n d  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  p e a c e ) 

t h e  r e g i m e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d o 
s o m e t h i n g  t o  a p p e a s e  t h e  p e o 
p l e ;  i t  m u s t  c a r r y  o u t  r e f o r m s , 
m u s t  e n s u r e  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n 
t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s . 
A t  a n y  r a t e ,  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b 
l i s h m e n t  o f  a  f o r m  o f  p e a c e  a 
c e r t a i n  f o r m  a n d  d e g r e e  o f 
o p e n  p o l i t i c a l  s p a c e  w i l l 
h a v e  t o  c o m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e . 
I n  s u c h  a  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r , 
s o c i a l  d e m a n d s  w i l l  i n t e n s i f y 
a n d  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a n 
e x p l o s i v e  w a y .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e 
t h e  e x a c t  m o m e n t  t h a t  t h e 
r e s i s t a n c e  a s k s  f o r .  ( N o . 
1 9 4 ,  p p . 1 3 - 1 4 ) 
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  p e a c e 
w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t 
o f  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n ,  n o  m a t t e r 
h o w  s m a l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e 
t h e  p r e s e n t  o p p r e s s i o n  i s 
j u s t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  w a r .  ( I b i d ) 

Y o u  a r e  a l s o  a w a r e  t h a t  o n e 
o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n t i 
n u a t i o n  o f  w a r  a n d  t h e  e x i s 
t e n c e  o f  t h e  r e g i m e ,  i s  k e e p i n g 
t h e  a r m y  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  b o r 
d e r s .  ( 1 9 6 ,  p . 1 3 )  B y  c o n t i n u i n g 
t h e  w a r ,  K h o m e i n i  h a s  m e a n w h i l e 
k e p t  t h e  a r m y  p e r s o n n e l  b u s y 
i n  t h e  b o r d e r s  a n d  f o r m e d  h i s 
o w n  p r i v a t e  a r m y ,  i . e .  t h e 
g u a r d s .  ( 2 5 4 ,  p . 4 )

A n d ,  f i n a l l y :
W e  c a n n o t  c o n c e a l  t h e  f a c t 
t h a t  K h o m e i n i  h a s  a l w a y s 
w a n t e d  t o  e x p o r t  h i s  I s l a m i c 
r e v o l u t i o n .

T h e  a n s w e r  p r o v i d e d  b y  B a k h t i y a r 
a n d  h i s  J u a n  K a r l o s  t y p e  c o m p a n y 
i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

W h a t  w e  a r e  s a y i n g  i s  t h a t 
K h o m e i n i  m a y  b e  t h e  o n l y 
p e r s o n  w h o  k n o w s  t h a t  a  r e t u r n 
t o  n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o r  a 
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n 
i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  h i s  r e 
g i m e .  . .  .

K h o m e i n i  k n o w s  o n l y  t o o 
w e l l  t h a t  a  r e g i m e  b a s e d  o n 
b l o o d ,  t e r r o r  a n d  w a r ,  a 
r e g i m e  w h i c h  c a n  b r e a t h e  a n d 
g o  o n  l i v i n g  o n l y  i n  c o n s 
t r a i n e d  a n d  e x t r a  o r d i n a r y 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w o u l d  n o t  f i n d 
i t  e a s y  t o  c h a n g e  i t s  b r e e d i n g

g r o u n d  a n d  g o  o n  a s  b e f o r e . 
( N e h z a t ,  o r g a n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
R e s i s t a n c e  M o v e m e n t  o f  I r a n , 
N o . 8 5 , p . 2 )
K h o m e i n i  h a d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i 
t i e s  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e 
w a r . . . .  B u t  K h o m e i n i  w a n t e d 
w a r  s o  t h a t  b y  i n v o l v i n g  t h e 
a r m y ,  h e  m a y  d e l a y  t h e  a l l i 
a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s 
a n d  t h e  I r a n i a n  p e o p l e  f o r 
t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  h i s  r e g i m e , 
a n d  t o  u s e  t h e  e x c u s e  o f  w a r 
t o  s u p p r e s s  b i s  a d v e r s a r i e s , 
a n d  t o  p u t  t h e  i n e p t n e s s  o f 
h i s  r e g i m e  i n  r u n n i n g  t h e 
t h e  c o u n t r y  d o w n  t o  t h e  w a r . 
M o r e o v e r ,  i n  c a s e  o f  v i c t o r y , 
h e  w a n t e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e 
c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t h r o u g h 
e x p o r t i n g  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e v o l u 
t i o n  ( N e h z a t , N o . l 0 1 , p . l 2 )

K h o m e i n i  u t t e r s  t h e  s l o g a n 
t h a t  h e  w a n t s  t o  r e v i v e  I s l a m 
t h r o u g h  t h i s  w a r .  H o w e v e r , 
w h a t  h a s  v i s i b l y  b e e n  r e v i v e d 
i s  m i l i t a r y  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e 
b l a c k  m a r k e t  f o r  a r m s  w h i c h 
p r o v i d e  t h e  c o m b a t  r e q u i r e 
m e n t s  o f  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s . . . 
w h o  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h i s  w a r ? 

T h e  a n s w e r  i s  c l e a r  i n  o n e 
r e s p e c t :  h e  w h o  s e l l s  h i s 
a r m s . . . .  h e  w h o  d o e s  n o t  w i s h 
t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  t o  r e g a i n 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  c a p a 
c i t i e s  p e r m i t  a s  e x p o r t e r s  o f 
o i l .  ( N e h z a t , N o . 9 7 , p . 2 ) 
T h i s  i s  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e 

a r g u m e n t s  o f  t h e  k n i g h t s  o f  t h e 
I r a n i a n  b o u r g e o i s i e  i n  e x p l a i 
n i n g  t h e  i n e s c a p a b i l i t y  o f 
p u r s u i n g  t h e  w a r  f o r  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  -  j o u r n a l i s t i c ,  a m b i 
g u o u s ,  i l l u s i v e ,  a n d  p r o p a g a n 
d i s t  c o n c e p t s  o f f e r e d ,  m a i n l y , 
t o  s u i t  t h e  l i s t e n e r ’ s  s t a t e  o f 
m i n d .  T h e  h e a d l i n e s  o f  t h e s e 
c u r r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  c o m m o n 
t o  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  o p p o s i t i o n , 
m e a n w h i l e ,  r e v e a l  t h e  l i n e  a n d 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  e a c h  g r o u p i n g . 
T h e y  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
1 -  T h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  r e q u i r e s 
c r i s i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e !  I t 
c a n n o t  l i v e  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f 
s t a b i l i t y .  T h e  w a r  i s  n e c e s s a r y 
" t o  a m u s e "  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t o  d i v e r t 
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o w a r d  t h e 
e n e m y  w i t h o u t ,  a n d  t o  c o n c e a l 
t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s p h e r e .

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 
s o m e h o w  a n d  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t , 
c o r r e s p o n d e d  t o  r e a l i t y  i n  t h e
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war on a miniature scale. 
Rather, it stemmed from the 
requirements of the bourgeoisie 
as a whole (in the region as 
well as in the imperialist 
countries) to revive regional 
stability in the aftermath of 
the Iranian revolution. We have 
said:

Our point of departure in the 
assessment of the nature and 
the necessity of the Iran- 
Iraq war is not the foreign 
policy of the Iranian and 
Iraqi bourgeoisie; it is not 
their ancient rivalry over 
the Shat-el-Arab, the triple 
islands, or hegemony in the 
Persian Gulf, etc. It is, 
rather, productive relations 
in the region, concrete chan

ranks of the bourgeoisie in 
Iran. (Besooy-e-Sosya1 ism, 
1st series, No.3, p.!9&20).
Based on the above analytical 

foundations, we showed at the 
time that the Iran-Iraq war- 
irrespective of which of the 
two sides may win-is against 
the Iranian revolution. Such a 
war could not be unwelcome to a 
regime whose existence was in 
jeopardy from within and by the 
masses, and that is how it 
turned out to be. At the outset 
the desirability of this war as 
an instrument and a method for 
pounding the waves of the revo
lution in Iran and the restora
tion of imperialist order to 
the region, was, from the point 
of view of the Islamic Republic, 
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o n e  b o u r g e o i s  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p 
i n g .  T h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h i s  s o l u 
t i o n  m u s t  s t r u g g l e  t o  e n f o r c e  i t , 

t o  p r o v e  i t s  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  p r a c -

t i c a b i l i t y , 
a d v o c a t e s  o f 
r o y a l i s t ”  o r

a s  h a r d  a s  t h e 
t h e  •’m i l i t a r y — 

" d e m o c r a t  i c - I s l a

m i c ”  s o l u t i o n s .
T h u s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e 

d e s i r e a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c 

R e p u b l i c  a s  w e l l  a s  a n y  o t h e r 
b o u r g e o i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n  I r a n 

d e p e n d s  o n  i t s  a c c e p t a n c e  a s  a 
p a t t e r n ,  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  a l t e r n a 
t i v e  b y  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  o r ,  a t 
l e a s t ,  o n  i t s  d i g e s t i b i l i t y  a n d 
a b i l i t y  f o r  a b s o r p t i o n  i n t o  t h e 
b o u r g e o i s - i m p e r i a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s 

i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a s  a  w h o l e .  I n 
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e 
o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  i n  I r a n , 
t h e  I s l a m i c  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  A f g h a 
n i s t a n ,  t h e  A m a l  a n d  H i z b u l l a h 
i n  L e b a n o n ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  o t h e r 
r e a c t i o n a r y - I s l a m i c  t r e n d s  i n 
M i d d l e  E A s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  m a k e s 
t h e  I s l a m i c  s w a y  o f  c a p i t a l 
v i a b l e  t o  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  a s  a 
r e g i o n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  t h e  p r o g 
r e s s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h i s 
a l t e r n a t i v e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i s 
t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  c o n d i t i o n  f o r 

t h e  p r e s e n t  r e g i m e  i n  I r a n  t o 
b e  s t a b i l i z e d  b y  t h e  i m p e r i a 
l i s t s .  G o i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
b o u n d a r i e s ,  t h e  ’’e x p o r t  o f  t h e 
I s l a m i c  r e v o l u t i o n , ”  t h e r e f o r e , 

i s  a n  i n s e p a r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e 
e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b 
l i c .  T h e  r e g i m e  g o e s  b e y o n d  t h e 
’’n a t i o n a l ”  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  v a r i o u s 

f o r m s  a n d  b y  v a r i o u s  m e t h o d s . 
T h e  P a n - I s l a m i s t  p a r a d e  o f  t h e 
h o l y  p i I g r i m a g e  ( H a d j e ) ,  s u p p o r t 
f o r  t h e  A f g h a n i  M o j a h e d i n ,  t h e 
d i s p a t c h  o f  I s l a m i c  t r o o p s  t o 
L e b a n o n ,  a n d  t h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r 
a r e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s 
p o l i c y .

A s  w e  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  n e c e s 
s i t y  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f 
i m p e r i a l i s t  o r d e r  t o  t h e  r e g i o n , 
t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  r e l i a b l e  b o u r 
g e o i s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h e 
i m p e r i a l i s t s  t o  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e 
e x i s t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  h a s  p r o 
v i d e d  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  w i t h
t h e  h i s t o r i c  o p p o r t u n i t y 
p r o m o t e  p a n - I s l a m i s m  t o

t o 
t h e

l e v e l  o f  a  r e g i o n a l  s t r a t e g y  b y 
p r o v i n g  i t s  a n t i - r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
a p t i t u d e  a n d  c a p a b i l i t y * .  T h i s

W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  w r i t e s  ( o n

M a y  3 0 ,  ’ 8 5 ) :  ’’H o l d i n g  t h e 
P o s t - K h o m e i n i  I r a n  i n  v i e w ,  t h e 
R e a g a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  t r i e d  t o

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c 
i n  t h e  P r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i s 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e a c t i o - 
n a r y - I s l a m i c  o p p o s i t i o n  C o  t h e 
r o y a l i s t  r e g i m e  i n  1 9 7 9 .  J u s t 
a s  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
r o y a l i s t  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n , 
t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  r e l i a b l e  a l t e r 

n a t i v e ,  a n d  t h e  t e r r i b l e  w a v e s 
o f  t h e  m a s s  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  I r a n 
c o m p e l l e d  t h e  w o r l d  i m p e r i a l i s m 

t o  s u p p o r t  C h e  I s l a m i c  a l t e r n a 

t i v e  o f  c a p i t a l ,  s o  n o w  s u c h  a 
p e r s p e c t i v e  h a s  o p e n e d  u p ,  t h i s 

t i m e  o n  a  r e g i o n a l  s c a l e ,  a n d 

p o t e n t i a l l y  b e f o r e  t h e  p a n - 
I s l a m i c  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u r 
g e o i s i e .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s 
t a n c e s ,  a n d  a s  f a r  a s  r e l a t e s 

t o  I r a n ,  t h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r 
s t e m s  f r o m  t h i s  p o l i c y .

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t 
t h a t  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c , 
r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r 
a n d  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f 
t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t o i l e r s ,  a d v a n c e d 
i n  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a s 

a  l i v i n g ,  o n g o i n g  c u r r e n t ,  t o 
t h e  s a m e  e x t e n t  i t  c u r t a i l e d 
i t s -  u s e f u l  l i f e  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t 
o f  v i e w  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  a s 
t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  i m p e r i a l i s t

a l t e r n a t i v e 
r e v o l u t i o n 

c u m s t a n c e s . 
a l s o ,  t h e

t o  t h e  I r a n i a n 
u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r - 

T o  t h e  s a m e  e x t e n t , 
r e g i m e  f a c e d  t h e

n e c e s s i t y  o f  g a i n i n g  t h e  r e c o g 
n i t i o n ,  e n d o r s e m e n t , a n d  s u p p o r t 
o f  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o w e r s  a s  a  m o r e 
e n d u r a b l e  b o u r g e o i s  g o v e r n m e n t 
t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  b o u r g e o i s  a l t e r 
n a t i v e s .  T h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f 
t h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r  b y  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  i s  i t s  s p e c i f i c  a n s w e r 
t o  t h i s  n e c e s s i t y .  T o d a y  a l s o 
t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  c o n t i n u e s 
t h e  w a r  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  i t s  o w n
s u r v i v a l .  T h i s 
i t  s e e k s  f o r 
t h e  b o r d e r s .

T h r o u g h  t h e

t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,
s u r v i v a l b e y o n d

w a r  t h e I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  i s  t r y i n g  t o l a y  t h e
g r o u n d s  f o r  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  t h e 
p r e s e n t  I r a q i  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  i t s  I s l a m i c 
o p p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  e v e n t 

o f  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l i 
t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c ,  w o u l d  b e  t h e  b e s t

r e f r a i n  f r o m  c h o o s i n g  b e t w e e n 
I r a n  a n d  I r a q . . . .  T h e  A m e r i c a n 
p o l i c y ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  t e s t e d 

i n  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e ,  i s  a 
n e g a t i v e  o n e .

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  r e p l a c e m e n t .  F r o m 
t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c 

R e p u b l i c  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a n d 
t h e  m o s t  d e c i s i v e  s t e p  i n  r e a 
l i z i n g  p a n - I s l a m i s m  a s  a  r e g i o 
n a l  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o l i c y .  S h o u l d 

t h i s  n o t  o c c u r ,  a n d  s h o u l d  a t 
a n y  e v e n t  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c
h a v e  t o  c o n f i n e  i t s e l f  t o n a t i o - 

f a c en a l ”  l i m i t s ,  i t  w o u l d

t o t a l a n n i h i l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n -
t e x t  o f  t h e  a b h o r r a n c e  o f  t h e 
m a s s e s  f r o m  b e l o w ,  a n d  l a c k  o f 
a c c e p t a n c e  f r o m  a b o v e .  I t  i s  i n 
t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  s e e k s  i t s  s u r v i v a l  i n 

t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  w a r .
T h e  I r a q i  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o n  t h e 

o t h e r  h a n d ,  a s  a  m i l i t a r y -  P a n 
A r a b i s t  s t a t e ,  n o t  o n l y  d e f e n d s 
i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  s e r v e s  a s  a 
d e f e n c e  b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t  P a n - 
I s l a m i s m  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  g o v e r n 
m e n t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h u s  i t 

e n j o y s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  v a r i o u s  f o r m s . 
I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r  i s 

t h e  v i o l e n t  f o r m  o f  t h e  r i v a l r y 
b e t w e e n  t w o  b o u r g e o i s  a l t e r n a 
t i v e  f o r m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e
r e g i o n :  t h e 
c h a u v i n i s m 

o p p o s e d  t o 
f a n a t i c i s m .

A r y a  M e h r  t y p e 
a n d  m o d e r n i s m  a s 

P a n - I s l a m i s m  a n d 
T h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r

i s  t h e  w a r  o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .
T h e  o t h e r  b o u r g e o i s  g r o u p i n g s 

a r e  n o t  p a s s i v e  o b s e r v e r s  o f 
t h i s  t e s t  o f  p o w e r  b e t w e e n  t h e 
t w o  b o u r g e o i s  f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e 
r e g i o n .  T h e y ,  t o o ,  o f f e r  s o l u 
t i o n s  t o  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c r i s i s 
i n  t h e i r  o w n  w a y .  T h e y ,  a l s o , 
m a k e  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n v i c e  t h e 
p o l i t i c - w e i l d e r s  a n d  s t a t e s m e n 
o f  t h e  w o r l d  b o u r g e o i s i e  a b o u t 

t h e i r  s o l u t i o n s .  A s  w e  s a i d , 
t h e  w a y  o u t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l 
c r i s i s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  f o r  i m p e r i 
a l i s m  i s  a  r e g i o n a l  m a t t e r ,  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  a n y  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e 
I r a n i a n  b o u r g e o i s i e  s h o u l d 
b r i n g  f o r t h  i t s  o w n  ’’a l t e r n a 
t i v e s ” . T h e  h e a d l i n e s  o f  t h e 

r e g i o n a l  p o l i c y  p l a n  o f  t h e 
’’a l t e r n a t i v e s ”  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

F e r v e n t  r o y a l i s t s  a s k  f o r  t h e 
t o t a l  a n d  u n i m p a i r e d  r e t u r n  t o 
t h e  p a s t  f o r  I r a n  a n d  t h e  r e g i o n . 
F r o m  t h e i r  s t a n d p o i n t  s u c h 
r e t u r n  i s  f e a s i b l e  a n d  p r a c t i 
c a b l e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  t h e 
f a l l  o f  t h e  S h a h  a n d  t h e  s u b s e 
q u e n t  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n 
I r a n  d o  n o t  s i g n i f y  t h e  b e g i n 
n i n g  o f  a  n e w  a n d  i r r e v e r s i b l e 
e r a  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f

4
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CRITIQUE OF THE POUTICAL PLATFOR
THE INTERNATIONALIST COMMUNIST P

The fo llo w in g  is the. tra n s la tio n  o f the f i r s t  pazt 
o f an a z tic le  re c e n tly  pub lished in  the 2nd issue 
o f the th e o ze tica l ozgan o f the 071, Besooy- 
e-Sosyalism  (Towazds Socia lism ), Dec.55. The 
second pazt o f the  az tic le  w i l l  be pub lished in 
the next issue o f the BM. Because o f lack  o f 
space we aze not able to  publish the te x t  o f the 
J O ln t p la tfo tm  w h ich  was a supplem ent to  the 
present a r t ic le , Readers w ish ing to  obta in  the 
p la tfo zm  may w zite  to  the J O ln t, address at: 
C.7.1753, 20100 M ilano, Ita ly .

movements, the questi
parliaments, etc. are p
according to no logica
say that from the sta
the arrangement and t
presents, the PCInt 
cohesive political plat
to a party programme. R
neous combination of 
and political stands, 
specific political stri
point clearly and compr
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labour £ the labour producing surplus product J 
is in each case extorted from the immediate 
producer, the worker £ in the general sense 

of the termj.
(Capital, Vol.l, penguin pub. p.325)

To explain the distinct feature of the 
capitalist system, therefore, the particular 
form in which ’’surplus labour is extorted from 
the workers” in this system should be recognized. 
This particular form is nothing but surplus 
value. The capitalist system is the particular 

mode of production in which surplus product 
comes into the possession of owners of means 
of production in the form of surplus value. 
"The essential characteristic of the capitalist 
system” , therefore, can be summed up in the 
production of surplus value, or, more specifi
cally - since this would require of labour 
power to turn into a commodity and the opposi
tion of wage labour and capital - in turning 

ownership of the means

contradiction between ”
of the ownership of the
and ’’the social characte

turn, originates, in th
the distinguishing feat
system compared to all 
formations, i.e. the 

producers from the means
turning of labour power
in fact the specific 
capitalist system and 
this, however, no refe
first article of the PC
only place in the plat
capitalism and its contr

To sum up: the novel th
characteristic of capita
tion between forces of p
of production” completel
the most basic and obv
the capitalist system:
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s t r u g g le  o f  the  w orking c l a s s .  I t  can o n ly 
le a d  to  ig n o r in g , and f a i l i n g  to  re c o g n iz e , 
th e  s t ru g g le  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  o u ts id e  and 
independen t o f  th e  p a r ty ,  and , u l t im a te ly  to 
p a ss iv ism  and w ith d raw a l from such s t r u g g le s .

But a r t i c l e  3 o f  th e  p la tfo rm  goes even 
f u r t h e r ,  tu rn in g  th e  r e l a t i o n  betw een the 
c l a s s  and the  p a r ty  on i t s  head and in to  an 
e n t i r e l y  m e ta p h y sic a l id e a :

In  no phase o f  i t s  h i s to r y  does the  w orking 
c la s s  e x i s t  w ith o u t th e  l iv in g  and a c t iv e 
p re sen ce  o f i t s  p a r ty ,  j u s t  as  a r e v o lu t io n a ry 
P a r ty  i s  n o th in g  i f  i t  does no t s in k  ro o ts 
in  th e  c l a s s ,  i f  i t  i s  d e tach ed  from i t s 
d a i ly  l i f e ,  from i t s  s t r u g g le s  and needs 
( e i t h e r  c o n tin g e n t o r  b a s i c ) .  R ea c tio n  o r 
c o u n te r - r e v o lu t io n  can d e c re a se  o r reduce 
i t  to  a tem porary  s i l e n c e  b u t i t  w i l l  n ev er 
be a b le  to  d e s tro y  i t  h i s t o r i c a l l y .

( A r t i c l e  3 , P la tfo rm )

In  so f a r  as m i l l
under econom ic c o n d
s e p a ra te  t h e i r  mode 
and t h e i r  c u l tu r e  f
c l a s s e s ,  and put them
to  th e  l a t t e r ,  th ey 

(p . 10

C le a r ly  t h i s  d e f i n i
to  o th e r  s o c ia l  c l a s s e s
Marx, in  o th e r  w ords, c
menon whose e x is te n c e 
to  th e  economic c o n d i t i
in  i t s  l i f e - s t y l e ,  i n
O b v io u s ly , th e  econom
liv e l ih o o d  o f  any c l a s
r e l a t e d  to  i t s  p la c e 
r e l a t i o n  to  th e  means 
d e n t o f  th e  m e n ta l i ty  o
c l a s s .  The e x is te n c e 
c l a s s  p a r ty  o f  th e  p r
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class.
In its struggle to destroy the capitalist 

system, the proletariat faces the bourgeoisie, 
i.e. the class which holds the means of produc
tion, has the productive relations of capita
lism entirely and directly at the service of 
its interests, and holds the reigns of politi
cal power and state machinery to safeguard and 
protect this system. The pivotal issue for the 
proletariat in this struggle, and what deter
mines the framework of its strategy and tactic, 
is capturing political power and destroying 
the state machinery of the bourgeoisie. This 
is the link connecting economics to politics, 
and translating the contradiction between 
productive relations and productive forces 
into the contradiction between classes, and 
the struggle over the maintenance or the des
truction of the capitalist system into class 
struggle between the proletariat and the bour
geoisie. Without grasping this issue, which 

c) Actively partici
struggles as far a
concerned.
d) Leading the insu
tionary assault on 
e) Politically l
dictatorship and 
socialist economy.

In all those sit
yet possible to f
the Party must d
tasks simultaneousl
able that the party
partial and immediat
class.

While it is true 
party even in the immedi
of the workers is inac
tial issue would nonet
is aiming at by its pres
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violent, and immediate opposition of the govern
ment to any strike or protest action of the 
workers, the close, and of ten obvious, relation 
between economic and political matters in many 
of these countries, are all factors which 
prepare the ground for revolutionary tendencies 
in the workers' movement, and leave little 
manoeuvring space for reformism or compromise. 
In other words "the totalitarian domination of 
imperialism" over these countries has created 
the objective grounds for radicalism among the 
workers and the workers' movement. This radi
calism is directly reflected in the policies 
and practices wherever the workers have succeeded 
in forming their mass organizations. This is 
exactly the reason why in most of these coun
tries "the totalitarian domination of imperi
alism" - which, according to PCInt should 
first and foremost have turned the unions into 
a necessary part of their domination - is 
absolutely incompatible and contradictory with 
the very existence of mass workers' organi
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workers* movement - 
all-embracing organi
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dominating them - it
adopt a correct and
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BESOOY-E-SOSYALISM, No-2 , D e c .85 -  th e 
t h e o r e t i c a l  o rg a n  o f  th e  CPI ( i n  F a r s i ) ;

■  S ta te  in  r e v o lu t io n a ry  p e r io d s . Mansoor Hekmat 
■  C r i t iq u e  o f th e  P o l i t i c a l  P la tfo rm  o f  th e  I n t e r 

n a t i o n a l i s t  Communist P a r ty .  Hamid Taghvaee
■  C r i t iq u e  of th e  O rg a n isa tio n  o f Communist 

U n ity : the  anatomy o f  l e f t - l i b e r a l i s m  in  I ra n 
(p a r t  2 ) .  Mansoor Hekmat

■  Review o f  th e  B r i t i s h  m in e rs ’ s t r i k e .  Farhad 
B eshara t

■  The method of F eda ieen  (M in o rity )  in  id e o lo 
g ic a l  s t r u g g le .  I r a j  A zarin

R eview :

STATE IN REVOLUTIONARY PERIODS
M.Hekmat

The a r t i c l e  i s  an a ttem p t to  o f f e r a  dynamic 

Having d e f
shows how the 
works (though n
out th e  le g it im
shev ik  s t a t e  i
1922. The w r i t
t io n in g  has i t s
o f  the  p r o l e t a
phase economic 
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economic s te p s 
second p h ase , a
c o rre sp o n d in g  t
d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  i

The a r t i c l e



20 BOL

In memory of the fallen c
COMRADE BASHI SHOKRI (BAYAN) C o m m u n is ts  do n o t sh roud  th e  m e m o ry  o

in  a ha lo  o f  su p e rs tit io u s  and re lig io u s 
s a c r if ic e  fo r  th e  cause o f e m a n c ip a tio n  is 
v ic to ry  o f a c lass whose youngste rs , e ld e t
and  w om en d ie  and  com e to  l i f e  in  fa c
and in  th e  w ho le  o f th e  b a rb a r ity  w h
nam ed so c ie ty .

The m e m o ry  o f  fa l le n  co m m u n is ts  a re 
since th e y  have fo u g h t cease lessly and t
cause w h ic h  is  i t s e l f  dear and sa c te d : th
o f the  w o rk in g  class and th e  w ho le  h u m a
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CATERPILLAR WORKERS WIN
THEIR DEMANDS AFTER 45 DAYS 

OF ST RUGGLE
The Caterpillar factory in 

- workers prevented the removal 
of the official documents. 
But later on during the protest 
the managers used armed guards 
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NEWS OF EXPULSIONS IN THE
FACTORIES
■  FIAT FACTORY: 40 workers 
were recently expelled from 
the construction section of the 
factory. The workers were ex
pelled individually to prevent 
them from organising mass action.

I  PEPSI-COLA: Some time ago the 
management announced that the 
’cutting section’ of the plant 
was not needed any longer and 
would have to be closed. As a 
result, the 10 workers employed 
there were made redundant.

■  Shiraz Petrochemical Compound : 
About 600 construction workers 
have bee sacked from this plant 
over the last few months.

main manufacturing items needed 
by the factories has been 
stopped.
■  It has been reported that the 
night-shift work in the Chit- 
Ray textile factory in Tehran 
is to be abolished. The workers 
in this shift (about 700) are 
either to be sacked or integrated 
into the morning shift.

■  402 of the workers in the 
Iran-Cylinder factory may be 
sent to the war-fronts; although 
the government's own official 
communique on the conscription 
of workers called for 102 of 
the workers from this factory 
to enlist. The workers are 
being sent to the fronts on the 
promises of being paid normal 
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2 6 B O L S H E V I K  M E S S A G E

7 t o m  p . 2 8

w e r e  i n f l i c t e d  o n  t h e  r e g i m e ' s 

f o r c e s .
△  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  1 4 t h  J a n . , 

s e v e r a l  u n i t s  o f  K o m a l a  P e s h m e r 
g a s  e n t e r e d  t h e  c i t y  o f  M a r i v a n 

a n d  b r o u g h t  c e r t a i n  S e c t i o n s  o f 
t h e  t o w n  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .  D u r i n g 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t w o  v e h i c l e s 

c a r r y i n g  P a s d a r s  w e r e  a m b u s h e d 
a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  g u a r d s  w e r e 

k i l l e d .
△  O n  t h e  n i g h t  o f  3 1 s t  J a n . , 

K o m a l a  P e s h m a r g a s  e n t e r e d  t h e 
c i t y  o f  D i v a n d a r e h  a n d  s e t 
a m b u s h  o n  t h e  r e g i m e ’ s  f o r c e s . 

A  n u m b e r  o f  m i l i t a r y  v e h i c l e s 
a n d  a  b a s e  o u t s i d e  t h e  t o w n 
w e r e  a t t a c k e d .  T h e  r e g i m e ' s 

f o r c e s  s u f f e r e d  h e a v y  c a s u a l t i e s 
i n  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s .

R E G I M E ' S  A T R O C I T I E S  A G A I N S T 
T H E  T O I L E R S - S T R U G G L E  B Y  T H E 
M A S S E S
△  O n  1 3  t h  D e c .  t h e  r e g i m e ' s 

f o r c e s ,  w h i l e  c o n t r o l l i n g  a 
r o a d  i n  t h e  S a r d a s h t  a r e a , 
s e i z e d  h o l d  o f  t w o  p a s s e n g e r s 
a n d  e x e c u t e d  t h e m  i n  f r o n t  o f 
t h e  p e o p l e .  T h i s  l a t e s t  c r i m e 
h a s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  h a t r e d 

o f  t h e  r e g i m e .
△  O n  1 5 t h  D e c .  t h e  r e g i m e ' s 

f o r c e s  e n t e r e d  a  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e 
S a g h e z  a r e a  a n d  a r r e s t e d  o n e  o f 

t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  T h e  p e o p l e  o f 
t h e  v i l l a g e  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t 
t h e  a c t i o n  a n d  t r i e d  t o  f r e e 

t h e  a r r e s t e d  p e r s o n .  T h e  P a s d a r s 
t h e n  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  c r o w d  i n j u 
r i n g  a  w o m a n  t o i l e r .  T h e  a r r e s t e d 
y o u t h  f i n a l l y  e s c a p e d  b y  t h e 

a i d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .
△  O n  1 5 t h  D e c .  a  l a r g e  c o l u m n 

o f  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  f o r c e s  e n t e r e d 
a  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  D i v a n d a r e h 

a r e a  a n d  a r r e s t e d  t h e  w i f e  o f  a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  t o r t u r i n g  h e r  t o 
f i n d  a b o u t  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f 
h e r  h u s b a n d .  T h e y  f i n a l l y  f o u n d 
t h e  p e r s o n  t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g 
f o r  a n d  e x e c u t e d  h i m  o n  s i t e . 
T h e  p e o p l e  o f  6  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e 
r e g i o n  h a v e  h e l d  c o m m e m o r a t i o n 
s e s s i o n s  i n  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  e x e c u 

t e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a n d  a s s e m b l e d 
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  r e g i m e  ' s  m i l i t a r y 

c e n t r e s  i n  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e 
c  r  i m e .
△  O n  2 2 n d  D e c .  t h e  r e g i m e ' s 

f o r c e s  a t t a c k e d  a  v i l l a g e  i n 
t h e  S a g h e z  a r e a ,  b e a t  u p  t h e 
r e s i d e n t s  a n d  a r r e s t e d  4  o f 

t h e m .  T h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e 
p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t a c k

a n d  t r i e d  t o  f r e e  t h e  a r r e s t e d 
y o u t h s .  B u t  t h e  4  w e r e  t a k e n  t o 
t h e  B a n e h  p r i s o n .

△  O n  2 7 t h  D e c .  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  a 

n u m b e r  o f  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  M a r i v a n 
a r e a  h e l d  a  g a t h e r i n g  i n  f r o n t 
o f  o n e  o f  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  m i l i t a r y 
c e n t r e s  i n  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e 

m o r t a r - s h e l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  h o u s e s . 
△  O n  9 t h  J a n .  t h e  r e g i m e ' s 

f o r c e s ,  b a s e d  i n  a  v i l l a g e  i n 
t h e  S a r s h i v  a r e a ,  a t t a c k e d  t h e 
p e o p l e ' s  h o u s e s  a n d  i n f l i c t e d 

d a m a g e s  o n  t h e m .  T h e  p e o p l e  o f 
t h e  v i l l a g e  j o i n t l y  p r o t e s t e d 
a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t i o n  a n d  g a t h e r e d 
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b a s e .

△  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  w a v e 

o f  p r o t e s t s  b y  t h e  s t r e e t - s e l l e r s 
i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  S a g h e z  a g a i n s t 
t h e  p r e s s u r e s  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s , 
o n  1 1  t h  J a n .  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f 
t h e  u n e m p l o y e d  a s s e m b l e d  o u t s i d e 
t h e  T o w n  H a l l .  T o  p r e v e n t  t h e 
s p r e a d  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e 
t o w n ' s  m a y o r  s a i d  t h a t  s o m e 

p l o t s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y 

o f  t h e  t o w n  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e 
s e l l e r s .  T h e  u n e m p l o y e d  y o u t h s 
i m m e d i a t e l y  s e t  o u t  t o  p u t  u p 
t h e i r  s t a l l s  i n  t h e  l a n d .  B u t 
o n  t h e  s a m e  n i g h t  t h e  r e g i m e ' s 

b u l l d o z e r s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  s t a l l s 
a n d  d e s t r o y e d  t h e m .

C O N F R O N T A T I O N S  W I T H  T H E  K D P

△  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  6 t h  D e c .  a 

u n i t  o f  K o m a l a  P e s h m a r g a s  e n c o u n 
t e r e d  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  K D P  ( t h e 
K u r d i s t a n  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y )  i n 

a n  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  t o w n  o f  B a n e h , 
a n d  a  b a t t l e  b r o k e  o u t  b e t w e e n 
t h e m .  A f t e r  a  s h o r t  c o n f r o n t a 

t i o n ,  t h e  K D P  f o r c e s  r e t r e a t e d 

f r o m  t h e  a r e a .  O u r  c o m r a d e s 

w e r e  u n h u r t .  W e  h a v e  n o  n e w s  o f 
t h e  K D P  c a s u a l t i e s .
A  O n  9 t h  d e c . ,  a  u n i t  o f  K o m a l a 

P e s h m a r g a s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  K D P  f o r c e s 
i n  a  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  M a r i v a n 

a r e a .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  2 - 
h o u r  b a t t l e ,  a t  l e a s t  3  K D P 

P e s h m a r g a s  w e r e  k i l l e d  o r  w o u n 
d e d ,  a n d  t h e  K D P  f o r c e s  w e r e 
f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  O n e 
o f  o u r  c o m r a d e s  a l s o  l o s t  h i s 
l i f e .

△  O n  1 1 t h  D e c .  a  u n i t  o f  K o m a l a 

P e s h m a r g a s  c o n f r o n t e d  a  g r o u p 
o f  t h e  K D P  f o r c e s  i n  a  v i l l a g e 
i n  t h e  M a r i v a n  a r e a .  I n  t h e 

c o u r s e  o f  a  s h o r t  b a t t l e  2  K D P 

P e s h m a r g a s  w e r e  k i l l e d .  O u r 
c o m r a d e s  w e r e  u n h u r t .

K D P  P E S H M A R G A S  J O I N  K O M A L A
D u r i n g  t h e  t w o  m o n t h s  o f 

D e c e m b e r  a n d  J a n u a r y ,  1 2  m o r e 
K D P  P e s h m a r g a s  d e s e r t e d  t h e 
r a n k s  o f  t h i s  p a r t y  a n d  i n t r o 
d u c e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  K o m a l a 
P e s h m a r g a s .
R E L E A S E  O F  P R I S O N E R S  O F  W A R

F r o m  3 r d  D e c e m b e r  t o  3 1 s t 
J a n u a r y ,  2 6  p r i s o n e r s  o f  t h e 
I s l a m i c  r e g i m e ’ s  f o r c e s ,  c a p 
t u r e d  i n  t h e  b a t t l e s  i n  K u r d i s 

t a n ,  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  K o m a l a  ' s 
p r i s o n s .  O n e  o f  t h o s e  r e l e a s e d 
a s k e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f 

K o m a l a  P e s h m a r g a s .

D E S E R T I O N S  F R O M  T H E  R E G I M E ' S 
F O R C E S

F r o m  7 t h  D e c e m b e r  t o  2 n d 
J a n u a r y ,  9  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e



BOLSHEVIK MESSAGE

In revolutionary 
Kurdistan

The follow ing is the summazy of 
the main news o f stzuggles in 
Kuzdistan dazing becembez 85 
and ^anuazy 86. Moze detailed 
news of the stzuggles in Kuzdistan 
aze zegulazly published as biweekly 
newslettezs in 7azsi, English and 
Tzench by the Repzesentation of 
the Kuzdistan Ozganisation of 
the dJl-Kom ala-Abzoad. The 
news also appeaz in Repozt, the 
biweekly newslettez o f the C71- 
the dom m ittee  Abzoad, in English, 
Jzench & Qezman.

KOMALA PESHMARGAS CONFRONT 
THE REGIME'S FORCES

△ On 2nd Dec. a unit of the 
Peshmargas of the Kurdistan 
Organisation of the Communist 
Party of Iran-Komala- who had 
entered a village near the town 
of Marivan for political discus
sions among the toilers, con
fronted a column of the Islamic 
Republic's armed forces advan
cing on the village. The offen
sive was repulsed and the re
gime's forces suffered some 
casualties.

△ In the morning of 6th Dec. a 
Komala Peshmarga who was in a 
village near Marivan was attacked 
by large numbers of the regime's 
forces. He engaged in a 10- 
hour battle with the guards and 
finally managed to leave the 
village with the assistance of 
the toilers. During this incident

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR THE KURDISTAN ORGA- 
NISATION OF THE C P I- 
KOMALA- MAY BE CREDITED 
TO THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT: 
BNP 01184282 
FONTENAY AUX ROSES 
FRANCE

3 guards were killed and 2 were 
injured. The following day the 
regime's forces entered the 
village to harass the people and 
took their belongings, but the 
toilers drove them out of the 
village.
△ On 7th Dec. the regime's 
forces attacked a village in 
the Marivan area where the 
Komala Peshmargas were sta
tioned. After a heavy battle, 
our comrades broke through the 
encirclement of the enemy and 
left the village. In this battle, 
3 guards were killed and several 
others were injured. The Pasdars 
later arrested two villagers, 
executing one and wounding the 
other.
△ On 12th Dec. the regime's 
forces attacked a village near 
Baneh. Our comrades in the 
village repulsed their attack 
and regained control of the 
village heights. The enemy- 
forces retreated, having suf
fered some casualties.
△ In the afternoon of 15th 
Dec., several units of the 
Komala Peshmargas attacked a 
military base of the regime 
near the town of Baneh. A heavy 
battle raged for 2 hours. The 
regime's forces suffered heavy 
casualties and a large part of 
the base was destroyed. Unfor
tunately one of our Peshmarga 
comrades also lost his life.
△ In the morning of 25th Dec. a 
large military base of the

THE KOMALA REPRESENTATIVE 
BUREAU ABROAD MAY BE CON
TACTED AT THE FOLLOWING 
ADDRESS:
R.K.A. c /o  KHOSRO
B.P 95 93800
EPINAY SUR SEINE
FRANCE

Islamic regime near the town of 
Saghez was attacked and fully 
captured by the Komala Peshmar
gas. During this operation, 19 
of the guards were arrested and 
the rest died in confrontations. 
Large quantities of guns and 
ammunition were also seized.
△ On 25th Dec. several units of 
the Komala Peshmargas brought 
part of the Saghez-Marivan road 
under control. A passing mili
tary vehicle of the regime was 
ambushed and a number of the 
guards were killed. Some guns 
and ammunition were also seized. 
△ In the morning of 5th Jan. 

the government forces attacked 
a village near Baneh. The Komala 
Peshmargas present in the region 
confronted them and forced them 
to retreat. The reinforcements 
sent to the area were attacked 
and were forced to flee. The 
battle lasted for 5^ hours and 
some casualties were inflicted 
on the enemy.
△ On 9th Jan. a garrison of the 
regime's forces near Baneh was 
attacked by the Komala Peshmar
gas. During this offensive a 
section of the garrison was 
destroyed and some casualties 

See p.26
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GOKAN

Victory to the Revolutionary Movement of the Kurdish Masses!
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