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FOREWORD

PRESENTED here is a summary- o f the development pro
carried out in Iraq with all possible speed by the D
Ministry, to ensure a higher standard o f living, a grea
a fuller and more abundant life fo r  all.

In the execution o f  this gigantic yet practical progra
economic, scientific and technical principles, we follow 
IVc call to our help capable minds an fl capable hand



II. \1. King Frugal II. H .K .II. Fnur fbdul-dlah. Thr Crou n Prince. / Veir \ahon in (in ancient 
land, unital around the crau n, the young 1 racp people are building together then common future.



live in a land of abundance. Without it, they can barely exist. 1'herv is no 
middle wav and no mediocre solution to the drama which is al the same 
time their opportunity and their predicament.

The rhe and fall of the Mesopotamian civilisations has been closely 
connected with water and flood control.

Since the establishment of National Government in 1921, the desire to 
develop Iraq after its four centuries of stagnation under foreign nil? was 
paramount. Certain important works were completed. However, good 
intentions were hampered for years by lack of funds and technical staff. 
Bv 1950 more revenues from oil became available and 70% of these ever 
increasing funds were allocated for development. A tremendous opport­
unity was al hand. There can be few countries in the world where the sums 
available for capital development exceed by nearly one third the national 
budget, which itself has nearly trebled within a decade, but so it is in Iraq: 
Iraq’s national budget, amounting in 1947-8 to 25 million dinars ('equiv­
alent to 25 million pounds sterling), is now up to 65 million, while alloca­
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K o v a l  M e d i c a l  C i l y - H n g h d a i l 
l i e u . ’ f r o m  t h e  r i  t e r  ( s o u t h w e s t ) .

P R O G R A M M E
T h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  p r e s e n t s  t n t h e C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  D e v e l ­

o p m e n t  <1 G e n e r a l  P r o g r a m m e  f o r  a  m a x i m u m  s e v e n  y e a r  p e r i o d .  A f t e r  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  h a s 
b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  P a r l i a m e n t ,  i t  b e c o m e s  l a w  a n d  m u s t  h e  i m - 
p l e m e n t e d  w i t h i n  s e v e n  y e a r s .  B e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  D e v e l ­
o p m e n t  s u b m i t s  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  a  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  B o a r d ’ s  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g 
y e a r ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  a n d 
e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  i n c u r r e d  u p  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  B Y  t h i s  m e a n s 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  I r a q ,  i s  e n s u r e d .

I t  i s  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  P r o g r a m m e  o f  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  t h a t  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  I r a q ’ s  d e v e l ­
o p m e n t  c a n  b e  f o u n d .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  m a i n  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p r o j e c t s :  m a j o r  c a p i t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t 
p r o j e c t s  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  s p e c i f i c  v o t e s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  P r o g r a m m e  a n d  e x e c u t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e 
M i n i s t r y  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  s u r v e y s .  H o o d  e m i t  m l ,  i r r i g a t i o n  a n d  d r a i n a g e 
s c h e m e s ,  m a i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  l a r g e  h e a l t h  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t e s ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  m i n i n g  a n d 
p o w e r  p r o j e c t s ,  h o u s i n g  a n d  l a r g e  s c a l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  f o r e s t r y  s c h e m e s  a r e  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e 
c u r r e n t  G e n e r a l  P r o g r a m m e  b y  V o t e s  1 - V H I  o f  C h a p t e r  1 ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  n e a r l y  4 5 1  m i l l i o n 
d i n a r s  o f  a l l o c a t i o n s .  S m a l l e r  p r o j e c t s  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  v o l e s  1 X - X  o f  C h a p t e r  I I ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r 
o v e r  6 9  m i l l i o n  d i n a r s :  t h e s e  a r e  s h o r t  t e r m  p r o j e c t s  i n  i r r i g a t i o n ,  d r a i n a g e ,  r o a d s ,  h o u s i n g ,  a n d 
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  f o r  w h i c h  f u n d s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  M i n i s t r y -  o f  F i n a n c e  t o 
t h e  r e l a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  t o  e x e c u t e  u n d e r  t h e  B o a r d ' s  s u p e r v i s i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e





be offered for tender until the relevant specifications and documents pre­
pared by the consultants, who will also advise on the final award of the 
tender. The financial and legal relations of the contractor with the Ministry 
will, of course, be handled by the relevant directorates general, while the 
technical section concerned will maintain strict supervision through res­
ident engineers to ensure that the specifications are fully complied with. 
Only with the completion and satisfactory performance of a project does 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Development cease. The project is 
then handed over to the Ministry concerned if it is for example a hospital, 
a school or a road, or perhaps to a specially created body in the case of some 
new industrial plant. In the case of long term irrigation, drainage or land 
development projects it may be many years before the responsibilities of 
the Ministry and, therefore, of the Development Board come to an end.

Funds, policy, programme and organisation for a comprehensive, tho­
roughly integrated development programme require highly specialised 
knowledge and skill to become operative. Lack of such knowledge and 
skill could have formed a serious obstacle to Iraq’s realisation of her resour­



Heavy duty equipment in tin Iraq bitumen plant.

FIVE-YEAR BUDGET FROM 
1955-59

Grand Total: 
Dinars 500,007.327 

Dollars 1.400,020,51^

1.9% 10,6% 2.1% 14,3% 1.9% 0.7% 3.4% 1.2% 2,3% 0 % 5,1% 1.6% 3.2% 14.4% 35.5% 1.8%
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Public Buildings
Development of Animal and Plant 
Resources and Artesian Wells

Industry, Mining and Power
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Summer Resorts and Resthouses

Public Buildings

Educational Institutions

Seaports

Railways

Airports

Bridges

Roads

Irrigation and Flood Control

Funds for Administration and Studies



FIRSTTECHNICAL
IRRIGATION, FLOOD CONTROL, WELL DRILLING AN

FERTILE, and with an estimated 5,410,000 hectares of arable* l
agricultural future. But at present only 2,015,000 hectares 
traditional fallow system used by the farmer curtails farmin
anti shrinking agricultural activity into one-fourth of the tota

For Iraq, well supplied with water by its rivers, is confron
spring, during the flood season, it suffers from an excess of wale
water. These two abnormal and disastrous conditions of water 
clocklike regularity, turn farming into a hazardous, unstable, 

One hectare-2.45 acres or 4 Iraq mesharas or dunums, and one mush





Hawija Project in the north. Distributed among smallholders, they are 
growing into green agricultural centres.

Dujailah, Latifivah and Hawija were started before the creation of 
the Development Board.

MASTER PLAN
All the projects described so far arc, in fact, the very first steps taken in 

the execution of a master plan which aims at reviving, developing, reclaim­
ing and reforming all the arable lands of Iraq. Many more arc to come. 
These projects are now being studied separately by consulting engineers 
but they form an integral part of a gigantic system of irrigation designed 
to inter-connect them all. and create a network serving all irrigable parts 
of the country.

DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
The scarcity of rainfall, extremely hot and dry summers, underground 

water seepages, and. above all, flow irrigation contribute to excessive 
salinity of the soil in the Twin Rivers Valley. The indiscriminate and un- 
scientific irrigation methods followed lor centuries have turned some 





SECOND 
TECHNICAL 
SECTION
Hoads, Bridges, and 
Public Buildings







lice Headquarters, 
ighter houses, and 
■Is International).1

Baghdad, Biisriih A irpoil. becoming internationally moi 
every passing day, will be enlarged.

Bamcnii .■Hrpoit, serving the Iraqi summ er resorts i 
opened Io traffic during the Second Development Week

Important facilities, including a new wharf, more s

TH E IRAQI MUSEUM
This modern and fully air-conditioned building in Baghdad West will house the world famous 

Sumerian, Babylonian, Assyrian, and Islamic treasures of Iraq. It< lomul.ii ion stone was laid 
in the Second Development Week in 1957, and construction is now in pngi'ess. The cost has

etion at Baghdad



Engineer and worker are building together a modern 
nation on the new frontiers o f  the ancient east.

Kailu ay Bridge nearing completion at Baquba on the Diyala 
Bit er east o f  Baghdad.

^ f-w  suspension bridge a/ Sam ara in the Euphrates ['alley, 
in the background the old pontoon bridge.



THIRD TECHNICAL 

INDUSTRY, MINING, AND POWER
DEVELOPMENT work is indivisible. It req
phoning requires data. And, to have, da
notably in the industrial held.

MINING SURVEY
In progress since 1954. the geological 

lected valuable data on the geological 
country.

Deposits of iron ore, chromite, copper, l
mountainous north. Test drilling is now 



The Board. conscious of the important role played by low-priced and abund
overall development of the country, has advanced the G.O.R. A. various loan
6,000,000 ($ 16.800,000) for the const ruction of an oil refinery and a lubricant pla

DAURA REFINERY
The Daura Refinery, nine kilometres south of Baghdad, undertaken by (he 

completed in 1955, is now producing 2 5,000 to 2 7,000 barrels daily of fuel oil, ga
benzine and higher grades ot motor spirit. But the productive capacity of this 
being doubled to meet the quickly rising curve of demand for fuel in the country
in Baghdad. When the expansion is completed, the Daura Refinery will produce 
barrels of various grades of motor fuel in a year.

LUBRICANT
The Lubricant Plant, adjacent to the Daura Refinery, opened on October 5

signed to produce annually 25,000 tons of lubricants of all types and grades re
industry, farming and transport. These products are drummed or canned at the 

LIQUID PETROLEUM GAS





TUR ATOMIC ENERGY PROJECT
The Iraq Government has paid serious attention to atomic affairs. The Develo

allocated on 26 November 1956 a sum of one m illion dinars for this purpos
Government has participated in establishing and financing the joint Atomic Ener
C e llin 'o f the Baghdad Pact countries which was inaugurated by H. M. the Kin
Baghdad in March 1957.

The Government has also established a Technical Atomic Energy library wh
up-to-date references, reports, pamphlets, microcards, magazines and film  reels. A
the subject of the.peaceful uses of atomic energy. The recommendation of the
Committee concerning the establishment of a Nuclear Research Reactor in Iraq, s
of which have already been prepared, has been accepted by the government.

The Nuclear Energy Laboratory w ill be constructed as part of the Central Rese
t«i be built in Baghdad. Consulting Engineers have already been selected.

^ ^ a d d it io n . the Government has paid great attention to training Iraqi technicia
this fieliil. Several missions were sent to undergo training on the uses of radio iso
fields of^oedicine, agriculture, and industry'. Other technicians have been 



CAUSTIC SODA
The Board has also drawn up a plan for the erection of a factory to produce, by ele

salt solution, 10,000 tons of caustic soda annually to meet the demands of the proje
and rayon industries, as well as that of the home market.

STEEL PLANT
The Steel Plant, to be built near Kadhimain, a northern suburb of Baghdad, is 

Development Board projects in the final stages of study. This plant, using as raw ma
iron and steel scrap, will, besides meeting a part of the home demand for steel, 
industrial development and building and save a considerable amount of hard currenc

(Consultants are now investigating local scrap supply, and ]>ower and water con
well as the market demand, and gathering data on the kind of steel primarily used

PLASTICS
A project closely associated with the caustic soda plant is the plastics factory. Here 

will polemarize with chlorine, a by-product of the caustic soda plant, and change it in
from which pipes, hardboard, and insulation material can be made.



producing a higher grade o f  cattle 
fo r  thef armers and the bedouin.

bedouin is an objective o f  the Development Programme.

include animal and poultry breeding, the expansion of experimental farms at Abu (dturaib, 
llakraju and Sulaiinaniyah, creation of farming and ‘ “ ry improvement centres, soil survey, land classification, and improvement of rice culture in  the-no th . <. Long-term project': which 
include the protection of forests and pastures, afforestation, expansion of agricultural and veteri­nary colleges, encouragement of research, and creation of agricultural extension service.

AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION
The aim of the  Agricultural Extension Project, for which II). 140,000 IS 592,000) has been 

allotted, is to guide and teach the farmer the  best methods of cultivation and to initiate him into the uses and operation of agricultural machinery.

AFFORESTATION SCHEMES
These aim a t the protection of existing forests, prevention of waste tn timber utilization, 

creation of nurseries, afforestation in the north, as well as e'labli.lm ig tree plantations in 
certain sectors of central and southern regions. The object being the production of wood for 
fuel purposes, and tim ber for industrial use, ID. 1,000,000 <S 2.800.0001 are allotted for these projects.





F IF T H  TECHNICAL S
HOUSING PROJECTS
T HE  housing problem in Iraq is in a sense a good sign. A higher living standa
achieved during this generation. Population has risen. A growing middle class 
steadi!) more prosperous.

The root of the housing problem goes back, as do so many problems, to centurie
and mismanagement coupled with the poverty from which Iraq had suffered. 
preceding World W ar I, when security and stability were unknown, cities and tow
develop. Rural areas were devastated perennially by floods.

•I
THE CRISIS

|  Independence brought a tremendous change. Economic conditions improved. 
gradually to realise the importance of a comfortable home. Effective checks on epid
a remarkable growth in population. With stability and security assured, rural c
settled down and the towns grew out of their shells. Big families, composed of sev

^ and their children living together under the same roof, began to split up. Public se



To avoid a sharp price increase tn construction materials should the Board purchase hoavjR, 
a decision was taken to experiment on new Construction materials.

To Cope with the shortage of skilled labour, a limited force of foreign skilled labourers was 
engaged on express condition that thm also train Iraqi unskilled labourers during their term of 
employment al various construction sites. A vocational school to train unskilled labourers was 
also established.

One hundred lifts students are now studying in this school in Baghdad, where a number ul 
foreign experts are teaching. Other vocational training centres will shortly open their gates to 
students in the main towns of Iraq.

So far three experimental housing groups have been completed. These comprise a unit of 
105 two-room houses, built by seven different, contractors; a unit of 100 live-room houses, built 
by live different contractors; and 20 small houses.

HOUSES COMPLETED AND UNDER CONSTRICTION
OiW hundred and five houses in Baghdad have been completed. In Mosul 850 houses and 

in Sarchinar 40 0 houses and in Dibis 16 5 houses are nearly completed. Bv November 19 5 9 
1.770 houses in Basrah and 319 houses in Kirkuk and 2.150 houses in IE /hdad will be (om-

Scheduled for construction are 2.529 more houses in Baghdad 520 house-, in Snlaimanh ah. 
arid p>o houses at Hammam al-Alil, near Mosul.

The nine housing projects totalling 7105 houses either completed or about to be completed 
are being built for ID. 8,1.58,0(10 $ 23.47 7,200). Six other housing project'', comprising 2,568 
houses, to be begun soon, will be built at an estimated ID. 5.100,000 iS 14,2 80.-too).

Plans have also been drawn lor housing schemes in Kill, Amandi, Diwanu d: Nasiriyah 
Kerbuk, Najaf. Ramadi. Baqubah, and Arbih

OTHER HOUSING SCHEMES
Housing schemes for workers in various sectors of Baghdad, financed v J r  Development

Board, were undertaken and completed by the Ministry of Social U- ■hum md <>i these
houses were constructed with a new construction material, Storm n. The he. ••• \ <T > built 
at an average cost of ID. 520 {$ 896). The worker is paying for b houy r >•-,*••:\ instal­
ments of ID. 16 ($ 44.80) al the most.

RURAL HOUSING
Surveyed at length, this undertaking includes, beside- the housing ne proper the

construction of water supply systems, drainage and sewerage, road- <110* •*' ‘ Wi< centres. 
But the housing schemes in rural areas require regional planning. .md t . • • . - J I I  I >1 new and 
modern villages must await the completion of overall development L m<̂  " hf-o ue.r.

Twenty three rural settlements are being created in the Goan ) Mu •• vib ^ ' U H I

HUT DWELLERS
Several schemes to get rid of the slum areas are umiet w-a in both Barhd.^ .:u<l B.»iah. 

ID. 100.000 (S 2 80,000) have been earmarked for these projects. 500 bouses have a read) been 
built and distributed among the sari fall dwellers.

PROJECTS UNDER STUDY
Eighteen housing projects for a total of 16,000 

houses are now being studied by the consultants

Refuse from the heat o f  the Phu as, vacation 
quarters in the liardish mountains con 
structed under the Development Programme.

i m m i H ^ m i i f f i  ® M » ^ « w ? ^





Salaheddin
52 Kilometres north of Arbil, Salaheddin is a summ er resort known for its marvellous climate 

and charming scenery. The Administration has built here 27 houses and equipped them with 
all comforts. I t also maintains in this resort two hotels, one of 14 and the other 50 rooms, with





STATE LANDS MIRI SIRF 
SETTLEMENT PROGRAMME

l i Mini Suu hud dmrilM iliM  and development pn^-umme, w ho * purpow i* Io * U  Ie landlew 
pi i-.mH and help them attain a higher standard of living, started in  1945 us another step towards

In order to comprehend the potential impact of the land distribution programme, one must 
... p in mind that in Iraq today there are 3,150,000 hectares (8.0O million acres) w ithin the

.mv one season. After the current flood Control, irrigation, drainage, and water storage schemes 

.•11-completed, that figure is expected to he doubled. Most of the land reclaimed w ill bn govern-

M ln-i L iu  No. 13 of 1945 wu* enacted to distribute and develop the Dujaila project on a 
■ ' .. . .mil then l.aw No. 15 of 1951 and Ordinance No. 40 / 1952 enlarged the scope of the 

e1.gramme and extended it to cover all M iri Sirf land. Accordingly a M iri Sirf Land Develop­
ment 1 ........   wus set up with .1 central office in Baghdad and branch offices in the various

"^st- '  -cialists in many fields assist the Committee in carrying out Ito task*.
! h. law -pecifie- that the land is 10 be divided on the basis of owner-operated family farms, 

prim in l.i-mg given to the occupants of the area intended for distribution. The size of the iudi- 
. du.d '. ;i 11 nt land varies from one locality to another depending on the availability of water, 
r  11 ih ti of the kind, etc. However, the law provides the following limits on the size of each unit:

< iraduate* of agricultural schools, retired police mid army officials, retired civil servants and 
p  aduatn* of primary and religious schools are entitled to receive M iri S irf land under the same 
iinidilions as actual peasants. Those conditions could be summed up briefly as:

11. The applicant must be over 18 years old.
I>. lb- must be free from contagious desenses and must be physically fit to work the land.

<1. Priorities are also given to those with previous farming experience.

The cultivator is required to settle on the unit allotted to him, work and farm it according 
to the suggestions of the M iri Sirf experts.

Passport to a belter Life; a landless Iraq farmer has received 
his rule to take up land M  a State Lands Settlement prefect
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Landi Srfi^ewTxt prq<a.
M ax a / the girl* arc weanng 
drew * m a tt  muirr their 
tc ^ h rr 'i  wpcrifiton.

icd>.rosary trtiuuCMiM recede 
tra m tt$ ly  coreful ir^nntng.

Child care clinics help the Iraq mother 
to keep her children healthy.

ft Central Committee for K um i Development 
w ill be w< up, curwMirig o f tvpt* ** n U tit$ 
director* general of the Ministries of Ag« 
ricuhurc. Social Affair*. In te rio r' Ix h io tio ii, 
Health, Economics anil Contnmnicaiionv 
arid Works, and Development.

I'ht’ two nt <iu principle* 10 lx* followed Ato 
the use o f specially trained personnel ami rn - 
courdgernent to the p^ ip le tohe lp  tbrtrne lve- 
Tho aim w ill lie to develop live qualities 
of leadership and in itia tive  in the* people 
Dnlv by making people aware of the ir own 
problem*, and eager to find the answer* for 
tlmtnsdve^ can ileop and lu t in g  improve­
ments lie mode. T h *  Liwa Councils Kuroi 
Project Development Committee* and Kurai 
Dofolopinenr Councils (the village councils 
*ct up under a recent law for villa^i* exlmini- 
4r.sun:n w ill all h<ve an iinjK inam  p«rl to 
piny. T nc  services of experts of the various 
n im ^ tr ir*  OOlKvrned w ill be lu lls utilised.

The ultim ate aim o f the tremendous devel­
opment programme transforming W en as­
pect o f Iratfw eooiuMtK i- to m -n the liv ing 
standards at the people oi Iraq. I he creation 
of the S ix thT fchn io d  SUGWM mack* a Mgnil- 
icant advance towards the realisation of that

am Slalt
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