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Iran -  Iraq war:

The war o f  C a p ita lis t s  Against the workers
The war between Iran and Iraq is the war of capital

ists. The regimes involved in this war, the aims and 

policies governing the war, the direct and indirect 

effects and outcomes of it, the very continuation of 

this war are all and all serving the most reactionary 

and inhuman interests of the bourgeoisie. The main

tenance of these fundamental interests of the capital

ists, has in the framework of the policies of the 

bourgeoisie and world imperialism, given a certain 

desirability to this disgusting war and is the cause 

of its continuation.

A  look at the course of the war discloses the ob

jectives pursued by it and its benefits for the entire 

bourgeoisie until now. War started at a time when the 

Islamic Republic was engaged in an extensive and prac

tical confrontation with the Feb. 1979 revolution. 

The state terrorism and.Black-Hundred type intimi

dation of the people , which were initiated by Kho

meini's decree on Aug 19, 1979, had been pushed back. 

The next political attack by the I.R. on the people, 

which was organised in and based on the atmosphere 

created by the occupation of the American embassy, was 

fading away together with its confusing effects on the 

people and the political forces which for a while had 

tail-ended the regime. Workers were continuing to 

exercise direct authority in the factories. The un

employed workers were demonstrating and protesting in 

the streets. The toiling people were seizing unoccupied 

residential buildings. The revolutionary forces in 

Kurdistan were on the offensive against the Islamic regime

and all those democratic demands, which after every 

retreat, once again emerged in the places of work and 

social activity, were manifestations of a living and 

continuing revolution in Iran. The conflict between 

the people and Islamic regime was continuing over the 

democratic gains of the Feb. uprising. Under pressure 

from this lively course of the revolution, the Islamic 

regime still had to tolerate its liberal partners in 

the government, and bring their family squabblings 

into the open.

In such conditions, Iraq's attack on Iran was wel

comed by the Islamic regime as a "God's blessing".This 

"blessing" enabled the counter-revolution in power to 

organise a new and all-sided attack on the revolution 

which was still alive and once again on the rise. By 

instigating nationalist feelings among vast masses of 

the people for the "defence of the fatherland", the 

war overshadowed the democratic and economic demands 

of the toilers and once again allowed the Islamic regime 

to confuse the people and make them follow it. The 

atmosphere created by war enabled the Islamic regime 

to confront the continuing revolutionary stir in the 

factories and other places of work and social activity, 

to wrest back the remaining gains of the Feb. uprising 

from the people and to consolidate its position against 

the revolution and tolling masses.

Hence, the war in its initial phase was directly 

used against the revolution in Iran and consolidated 

the position of the Islamic Republic regime as well as
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tne en tire  Iranian bourgeoisie and other bourgeois 
governments o f the region, which mere frightened o f 
the prospect c fth e  extension o f the Iranian revolution. 
This was the f i r s t  and most immediate benefit o f the 
war for the bourgeois class and regime In Iran as well 
as for a l l  the bourgeois-imperialist governments o f the 
region.

The conditions under which the war had started came to 
an end with the Pan-Islamic current’ s success in  bring
ing the whole government under i t s  grips - a fte r the 
June 1981 turmoil - and establishing an overt ru le  o f 
te rro r in  Iran. A new phase in  the course o f war started. 
A fter driv ing the Iraq i forces out o f Khoramshahr* 
Pan-Islamic polic ies were monifested in  Iranian regime's 
war slogans, and the army o f Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards** was put in  charge o f the m ilita ry  command. 
From a m ilita ry  point o f view these measures mark the 
beginning o f the second phase o f the war.
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compiled the strategy and programme o f the next govern
ment in  i t s  de ta ils .

THE PROGRAMME O f THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY TO 
COMBAT THE C R IS IS

An expressive document on the future programme o f 
the Tory Party was published in  "The Economist” o f 27^h 
May 197fl. The Economist in  an a r t ic le  under the t i t l e 
o f '‘Appomattox or C iv il War?” wrote:

"A copy o f the f in a l report o f the Conservative 
party 's policy group on the nationalised industries 
has reached the Economist. I t  has been drafted by 
the radical right-wing MP, Nicholas Ridley, and is 
l ik e ly  to cause a humdinger o f a row. I ts  main 
points:
(1) The Conservatives intend to demand that each 
nationalised industry achieve a set rate o f return 
on (variously defined) "cap ita l employed". This 
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B O L S H E V I K  M E S S A G E

i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M r s  T h a t c h e r 
t o w a r d s  p a v i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m o s t 
p o w e r f u l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s *  m o v e m e n t  i n s i d e  B r i 
t a i n *

I n  t h e  s c e n e  o f  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e 
u n d e r m i n i n g  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  u n i o n  r i g h t s  i n  B r i t a i n 

t w o  i n c i d e n t s  a r e  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g .  A  f e w  m o n t h s  a f t e r 
c o m i n g  t o  p o w e r ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p o i n t e d 
S i r  M i c h a e l  E d w a r d s  -  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a g g r e s s i v e  i n 
d u s t r i a l  m a n a g e r s  i n  B r i t a i n  -  t o  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  b o a r d 
o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  -  o w n e d  L e y l a n d  c a r  m a n u f a c 
t u r i n g  c o m p a n y .  F r o m  t h e  s t a r t  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t , 
M i c h a e l  E d w a r d s  b e g a n  t h e  " r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n "  o f  t h e 
L e y l a n d  p l a n t s .  T h e  t r u c k  s e c t i o n  w a s  c l o s e d  d o w n  b e 
c a u s e  o f  n o n - p r o f i t a b i l i t y  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o r k e r s 
w e r e  l a i d  o f f .  D i s c i p l i n e  a t  t h e  w o r k  p l a c e  w a s  t i g h t 
e n e d  a n d  w o r k e r s *  p r o t e s t s  w e r e  m e t  w i t h  h a r s h  a n d 
h a r s h e r  p u n i s h m e n t s .  T h e  p e a k  o f  " r a t i o n l i z a t i o n ”  w a s 
t h e  s a c k i n g  o f  a  w o r k e r  p r o p a g a t i n g  a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l i s m . 
D e r e k  R o b i n s o n  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  " C o m m u n i s t * ’ P a r t y  o f 
G r e a t  B r i t a i n  -  C P G 5 * - ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  w o r k e r  a n d  a 

u n i o n  o f f i c i a l  i n  a  L e y l a n d  f a c t o r y .  H e  w a s  f i r e d  f o r 
w r i t i n g  a  p a m p h l e t  i n  w h i c h  s o m e  c r i t i c i s m  h a d  b e e n  m a d e 
a g a i n s t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m .  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  h i s t o r y  o f  B r i t a i n  t h a t  a  w o r k e r  w a s 
b e i n g  s a c k e d  f o r  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  v i e w s .  A  b i g  p u b l i c i t y 
b r o k e  o u t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  R o b i n s o n 
q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  a n d  t h e  m a t t e r  w e n t  t o  c o u r t . 
T h e  b o u r g e o i s  J u d i c i a l  a p p a r a t u s  v o t e d  I n  f a v o u r  o f 
t h e  L e y l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n  a n d  w i t h  t h i s , t h e  e x 
p u l s i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  B r i t a i n  f o r  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r 
v i e w s  t o o k  a  l e g a l  f o r m .  T h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  o p i 
n i o n ,  u n i o n s  a n d  t h e  l e f t  p a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  w o u l d 
s h o w  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h o w  f a r  i t  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o 
a d v a n c e  i n  i t s  n e x t  o f f e n s i v e .  T h e  p r o b l e m  n o w  w a s  n o t 
c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  o f  o n e  w o r k e r ,  b u t  t h e  e f f o r t 
o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p o l i c y  o f ^ s u p p r e s 
s i o n  o f  v i e w s  a n d  t e r r o r i z a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o 
b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ’ s  d e s i r e d  o r d e r  a n d  d i s c i 
p l i n e  i n  t h e  w o r k - p l a c e .  T h e  u n i o n s  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o 
s u p p o r t  D e r e k  R o b i n s o n .  A  s t r i k e  w a s  o r g a n i s e d  i n  t h e 
f a c t o r y  i n  w h i c h  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g ,  b u t  a f t e r  a  w h i l e  t h e 
w o r k e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h r e a t s  b y  t h e 
e m p l o y e r s .  T h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y  o f f e r e d  n o  s u p p o r t  f o r 
R o b i n s o n  a n d  t h e  f e w  l o c a l  p r o t e s t s  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
w h i c h  w e r e  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  l e f t i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
l a c k e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t r e n g t h  a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y  t o  i n s 
p i r e  t h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  w o r k e r s , 
a n d  c o n f r o n t  t h i s  v i o l e n t  o f f e n s i v e  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e 
o n  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s .  T h e  e x p u l s i o n 
o f  R o b i n s o n  w a s  f i n a l i z e d ,  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  i n d i f f e r e n c e 
a n d  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s *  m o v e m e n t  a n d  t h e 
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t o w a r d s  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o u n d  i t s e l f  i n  a  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  p o s i t i o n 
i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  w o r k e r s *  m o v e m e n t  a n d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c 
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s .

T h e  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  S t e e l  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  t h e  n e x t  b i g 
t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  C o s e r v a t i v e s .  T o  m a k e  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y

★  T h i s  p a r t y  w i t h  i t s  E u r o - c o m m u n i s t  a n d  p r o - R u s s l a n 
w i n g s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r i g h t - w i n g  r e v i s i o n i s t  c u r 
r e n t s  i n  B r i t a i n .

" r a t i o n a l ”  a n d  p r o f i t a b l e  -  t h e  R i d l e y  r e p o r t  i n  1 9 7 6 
h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  b r a n c h  o f  I n d u s t r y  a s  l e s s  s e n s i 
t i v e  -  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  f i n d i n g  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s h u t 
d o w n  a  f e w  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  m a k e  m a n y  w o r k e r s  r e d u n d a n t . 
T h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  t h i s  t a s k  I n  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y 
w a s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  M r  I a n  M e  G r e g o r  w h o  h a d  s h o w e d  h i s 

t a l e n t  i n  s u c h  a r e a s  i n  t h e  U . S .  T h e  d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  s t e e l  w o r k e r s  s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 8 0 
o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p a y  i n c r e a s e .  T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n n o u n c e d 
t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y  i s 
n o t  p r o f i t a b l e  a n d  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  p a y  r i s e .  T h e 
s t e e l  w o r k e r s  w e n t  o n  s t r i k e  a n d  s o m e  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e 
s t r i k e  h a d  s t a r t e d ,  t h e  " I r o n  a n d  S t e e l  T r a d e s  C o n 
f e d e r a t i o n "  -  I . S . T . C .  -  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  w o r k 
e r s ,  d e c l a r e d  t h e  s t r i k e  o f f i c i a l .  S t e e l  w o r k e r s  i n 
t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  d i d  n o t  J o i n  t h e  s t r i k e .  T h e  w o r k 
e r s *  m o r a l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  S h e f f i e l d  a n d  Y o r k 
s h i r e  a r e a s ,  w a s  h i g h .  T h e  w o r k e r s  h a d  s e t  u p  g r o u p s 
o f  f l y i n g  p i c k e t s  a n d  p i c k e t e d  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  w h i c h  h a d 
n o t  j o i n e d  t h e  s t r i k e  a n d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  t r u c k s  o f  c o a l 
a n d  i r o n  o r e  f r o m  e n t e r i n g  t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  C o n f r o n t a 
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  d u r i n g  t h i s  s t r i k e  w h i c h  l a s t e d  4 
m o n t h s  w a s  a  d a i l y  r o u t i n e .  F a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  s t e e l 
w o r k e r s  o r g a n i s e d  s u p p o r t  c o m m i t t e e s ,  f u n d - r a i s i n g 
g r o u p s ,  e t c ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  s t r i k e r s .  T e n s  o f  t h o u 
s a n d s  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n 
t h i s  d i s p u t e .  T h e  l a c k  o f  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  s u p 
p o r t  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  t r a d e  u n i o n s  -  a p a r t  f r o m  s o m e 
s e c t i o n s  o f  m i n e r s  a n d  t r a i n  d r i v e r s  w h o  f o r  a  s h o r t 
p e r i o d  e x p r e s s e d  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  s t e e l  w o r k e r s  a n d 
e v e n  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  J o i n e d  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e s  -  p r e s s u r e 
f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e ,  f i n a n c i a l  p r e s s u r e ,  r a p i d  I m p o r t  o f 
l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s t e e l  f r o m  a b r o a d ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  t h e 
c o m p r o m i s e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  s t e e l  w o r k e r s * 
u n i o n  -  w h o  a r e  a m o n g s t  t h e  r i g h t  w i n g  o f  t h e  u n i o n s  - 
c a u s e d  t h e  s t r i k e  t o  f a i l .  T h e  s t r i k e  e n d e d  a f t e r  1 6 
w e e k s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s , 
w i t h  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  a n  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a n a g e 
m e n t  a n d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  u n i o n s .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f 
t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m 
b e r  o f  s t e e l  f a c t o r i e s  i n  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  e x c u l s L o n  o f 
u p  t o  h a l f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r .  I n  t h i s  b a t t l e , 
w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  I n  a  k e y  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  s t r i k i n g  a  h e a v y  b l o w  o n  t h e  B r i t i s h 
w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  a n d  t h u s  w i n n i n g  a n  I m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n 
f o r  I t s e l f .

T H E  E C O N O M I C  P A L A N C E - S H E E T  O F  T H E  C O N S E R 
V A T I V E  G O V E R N M E N T

F o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  v i c t o r i e s ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  u n d e r 
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  l a u n c h 
e d  a  f i e r c e  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  w o r k 
i n g  c l a s s .  T h e  e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t  w a s  c u t  y e a r  b y  y e a r . 
T h e  n a t i o n a l  i n s u r a n c e ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  N a t i o n a l 
H e a l t h  a n d  s o  o n ,  w e r e  r e d u c e d  c o n s t a n t l y  a n d  u n d e r 
v a r i o u s  e x c u s e s .  I n d i r e c t  t a x e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  V a l u e 
A d d e d  T a x  -  V A T  -  d o u b l e d  a n d  I n c o m e  T a x  w a s  r e d u c e d . 
T h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t  w a s  t a x e d ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
s i n c e  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r .
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The above table il lu s tra te s  that w ith in th is  period 
there had been redundancies o f 70,000 in  bu ild ing , 
50,000 in  mechanical, 50,000 in  car, and 25,000 in 
steel industries.

Theoretically, a l l  o f the Conservative governmnet's 
attempts and po lic ies  were pursued in  accordance with 
the theories o f M ilton Friedman - an American bourgeois 
economist and economical s tra te g is t o f the biggest f in 
ance and banking cap ita l and m ulti-na tiona l companies. 
Some o f the most important points o f Friedman's economic 
strategy are po lic ies  such as decreasing the money 
supplied to the market, increasing in d ire c t taxes on 
consumer goods, decreasing the Income tax, using mod
ern technology (computers and robats), and the crea
tion o f m illions  o f redundancies-, l i f t in g  o f contro l 
over currency exchange, movement o f ca p ita l, and im
ports and exports, and f in a lly  lowering workers'wages. 
This strategy was proposed to solve the present c r is is 
of world capitalism in  favour o f finance, m ilita ry,and 
m ulti-nationals* cap ita ls  by placing the burden o f 

c o n flic ts . The r ig h t o f
o f Roy Jenkins, David 
about to s p l i t  from the 
Social Democrat Party. 
concentrated i t s  energy 
o f the T rotskyist M ilita
Party; the tendency wh
organisation o f the Pa
opinion, which often be
Party leaders, Michael 
Callaghan. In such circ
won the electors* votesa
despite a l l  the suppor
and trade unions gave to
f i r s t  three years o f C
class in  B r ita in  under
Party and trade unions s
other. The la tte r  p ra
stand towards the govern
o f the Ir is h  prisoners.



B O L S H E V I K  M E S S A G E

T h e  N a t i o n a l  E c o n o m i c  A s s e s s m e n t :  -  A  N a t i o n a l 
E c o n o m i c  A s s e s s m e n t  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  b a ^ i s  o f  c o l l e c 
t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  w i l l  b e  s u s t a i n e d  b y  m u t a l  s e l f - 
i n t e r e s t s .  B o t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n 
M o v e m e n t  w i l l  b e  a n x i o u s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  m o m e n t u m 
o n  j o b s  a n d  s t e a d y  p r o g r e s s  o n  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s , 
a n d  y e t  b o t h  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p o l i 
c i e s  d o  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  d i s r u p t i v e  i n f l a t i o n  o r  b a l 
a n c e  o f  p a y m e n t s  c r i s e s .  E m p l o y e r s  i n  t u r n  w i l l 
k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e 
s t e a d y  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  p r o f i t a b l e 
a c t i v i t i e s .  A l l  w i l l  k n o w  t h e  p a r t  t h e y  h a v e  t o 
p l a y  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  a g r e e d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  t h e 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  f a i l u r e .
T r a d e  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  e c o n o m y :  -  I m p r o v i n g  t h e  c o m p e 
t i t i v e  p o s i t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  i n d u s t r y  w i l l  h e l p  i n 
c r e a s e  o u t p u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a n d  w i l l  g o  s o m e  w a y  t o 
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  p a y m e n t s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  a 
r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  e c o n o m y  i s  b o u n d  t o  s u c k  i n  i m p o r t s . 
W e  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  p o l i c i e s  t o  p r e v e n t  i m p o r t s 
f r o m  d i s r u p t i n g  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s 

o f  a n y  c o n s t r a i n t s  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  R o m e  . . . 
T h e  L a b o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  a l s o  n e e d  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o 
a c t  q u i c k l y  o n  i m p o r t s  t h r o u g h  A g r e e d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
P l a n s  w i t h  c o m p a n i e s ,  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  p u r c h a s i n g  p o l i c y 
a n d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h r o u g h  i m p o r t  c o n t r o l s .  . . .  T h i s 
a p p r o a c h  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  b e  e x p o r t i n g  o u r 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  . . .

-  O u r  p l a n s  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  t o  i m 
p r o v e  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  w e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s 
o f  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o m p a n i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  m u s t 
e n s u r e  t h a t  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o m p a n i e s  w h i c h  a r e  r e s 
p o n s i b l e  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  f o r  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r 
t i o n  o f  o u r  p r o d u c t i o n  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  p r o d u c i n g  i n 
B r i t a i n  h a s  a  f u t u r e . ”

T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  w o r d  t h a t 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  d e s t i t u t i o n  a r e  d u e  t o  c a p i t a l i s m . 
A l l  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f 
t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s '  a c t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c i e s .  I n  t h e  a r g u 
m e n t a t i o n  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o i n t - p l a n ,  e f f o r t s  a r e  m a d e , 
f i r s t l y  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s , 

a n d  f a c t o r y  m a n a g e r s ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  w o r k e r s * .  A  l o t 
o f  e m p h a s i s  i s  p u t  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  t h e  L a b o u r 
P a r t y  c o m e s  t o  p o w e r ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  a b l e ,  w i t h  t h e  c o 
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  t h e  f a c t o r y  m a n a g e m e n t , 
a n d  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  c r i s i s 
a n d  a b o l i s h  u n e m p l o y m e n t .  A s  i f  i t  w a s n ' t  t h i s  s a m e 
L a b o u r  P a r t y  w h o  h a n d e d  B r i t a i n  w i t h  1 . 3  m i l l i o n  u n 
e m p l o y e d  a n d  1 3 %  I n f l a t i o n  o v e r  t o  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s 
a f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  i n  o f f i c e .

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  u n i o n s  i n  t h i s 
c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  c a p i t a l i s t s  i s  h i g h l i g h t e d . 
S i n c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  p l a n ,  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n s  a r e  t o 
a c t  a s  t h e  c h a n n e l  f o r  w o r k e r s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  m a n a g 
e r i a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  t h e  m e a n s  o f 
c o n t r o l  o f  w o r k e r s ,  t h e . p l a n  p l a c e s  a  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s 
o n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  u n i o n  o f f i c e r s  t o w a r d s  a c c e p t i n g 
t h e s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  B r i t i s h  C a p i 
t a l i s m .

T h i r d l y ,  a s  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ' s  e m p h a s i s  i s  o n  g o v e r n 
m e n t  i n v e s t i n g  a n d  r a i s i n g  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  ( a n d  h e n c e  J o b 
c r e a t i o n ) ,  i t  o f f e r s  a  c o m p l e t e l y  b o u r g e o i s - n a t i o n a l 

i s t i c  p o l i c y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c e d 
c o m m o d i t i e s  a n d  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  v a l u e  ( i n  t h e 
m a r k e t ) .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e ' s  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f 
s e l l i n g  t h e  c o m m o d i t i e s  i s  c o n t r o l l i n g  o r  s t o p p i n g 
i n p o r t s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  e x p o r t s .

T h e  J o i n t  p l a n  t a k e s  a n  o a t h  t h a t  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n  w o u l d  n o t  l e a d  t o  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  t h e  i
c r i s i s  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  a l s o 
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  s e c u r e  t h e  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f 
t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  t h e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l s  I n  B r i t a i n . 
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p l a n  t h e r e  i s  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e 
s t r u g g l e s  o f  e m p l o y e d  a n d  u n e m p l o y e d  w o r k e r s  a g a i n s t 
t h e  p o v e r t y  a n d  l a c k  o f  r i g h t s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  c r i 
s i s .  " B u y  B r i t i s h ,  s a v e  J o b s ” ,  w a s  t h e  s l o g a n  o f  o n e 
o f  t h e  T U C  a n n u a l  c o n g r e s s e s ,  a n d  a s  i t s  s u m m a t i o n . 
D e s p i t e  s u c h  a  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  t h e  s u p p o r t  e x p r e s s e d  b y 
t h e  u n i o n s  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  l e f t  c u r r e n t s ,  t h e  L a b o u r 
P a r t y  w a s  h e a v i l y  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  g e n e r a l  e l e c 
t i o n .  T h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  o n c e  a g a i n  w o n  t h e  e l e c t i o n 
w i t h  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e a d .  T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m e a s u r e s 
t a k e n  b y  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  i t  c a m e 
t o  p o w e r  u n t i l  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s t r i k e ,  w e r e  m e n 
t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,

T H E  S T A R T  O F  T H E  S T R I K E

P r e p a r a t i o n s  b y  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t :  T h e 
T h a t c h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  t o o k  u p  t h e  f i g h t  w i t h  t h e  m i n e r s , 
w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  t o t a l  r e a d i n e s s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d 
s t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  R i d l e y  r e s e a r c h  g r o u p  o f  1 9 7 8 ,  h a d 
b e e n  e x e c u t e d  s t e p  b y  s t e p ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t l y .  I n  a d 
d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e  g o v e r n 
m e n t  h a d  t a k e n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t r i k e ,  i t  h a d  a l s o  a r r a n g e d 
f o r  s e v e r a l  m a i n  e l e c t r i c i t y  g e n e r a t i n g  p l a n t s  t o  r u n  o n  a 
d u a l  o i l / c o a l  f u e l  s y s t e m .  A  s p e c i a l  n a t i o n a l  a n t i - r i o t 
a n d  a n t i - r a l l y  p o l i c e  f o r c e  h a d  b e e n  o r g a n i s e d .  I t  h a d  b e 
c o m e  h a r d e n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 8 0  s t e e l - w o r k e r s ' s  s t r i k e  a n d 
t h e  1 9 8 1  s t r e e t  r i o t s .  T h e  s c a b  l o r r y  d r i v e r s  h a d  s h o w n 
t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  s t e e l - w o r k e r s *  s t r i k e . 
L a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c o a l  h a d  b e e n  s t o c k p i l e d  a n d  i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r a c t s  h a d  b e e n  c o n c l u d e d ,  f o r  t h e 
I m p o r t  o f  f u r t h e r  c o a l ,  i n  c a s e  i t  w a s  n e e d e d .  M r .  M e 
G r e g o r ,  h a v i n g  " r a t i o n a l i s e d ”  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y  a n d 
m a d e  I t  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e ,  a n d  h a v i n g  m a d e  r e d u n d a n t 
o v e r  2 5  0 0 0  s t e e l  w o r k e r s  i n  S e p  1 9 8 3 ,  w a s  a p p o i n t e d 
t o  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o a l  i n d u s t r y .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e 
1 9 8 3  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  v i c t o r y  h a d  g i v e n  a s s u r a n c e  t o 
t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a  c o n s i d e r 
a b l e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  B r i t a i n '  w o u l d 
s u p p o r t  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
a g a i n s t  t h e  m i n e r s .

M i n e r s  s i t u a t i o n :  T h e  d e g r e e  o f  r e a d i n e s s  o f  t h e 
m i n e r s  w a s  n o t  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
f o r  s u c h  a  s t r u g g l e .  T h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  s t r i k e s  i n  t h e 
s t e e l ,  r a i l w a y s ,  a n d  c a r - m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  h a d 
g i v e n  r i s e  t o  a  m o o d  o f  d e s p a i r  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n 
a  l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s '  m o v e m e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n , 
t h e s e  s a m e  s t r i k e s  h a d  s h o w n  t h a t  u n i o n s  d i d  n o t  h a v e 
a n y  d e s i r e  f o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  m i n e r s ’ 
s t r i k e  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  e n t e r  a  l a r g e r  s t r i k e .  U n l i k e  t h e 
1 9 7 2  a n d  7 4  s t r i k e s  ( t h e n  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e 

P a r t y  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  E d w a r d  H e a l t h  w a s  i n
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The NUM leadership's attitude towards unemployment, 
destitution and the policies of the Conservative go
vernment, as well as their corresponding demands, are 
totally based on the essence and main points of the 
Joint-plan of the Labour Party and TUC "Partners in 
Rebuilding Britain", 1983.

In the NUM pamphlet, too, the tendencies of the 
Conservative government, and the management (here the 
National Coal Board), and not capitalism, are intro
duced as the cause of the existing unemployment and 
destitution in Britain. NUM'S alternative plan is 
based on three main points:

Governmental investment in the coal industry, stopping 
Inports and increasing exports. The totality of that 
criticism and those demands stem from a narrow trade 
and, at the same time, bourgeois-imperialist view. 
Throughout the NUM'S demands there is no mention of 
increasing social benefits and unemployment benefits 
(which is the problem of four million British workers, 
whose ranks, at least some of the miners will be join
ing). Instead of proposing a specific demand for redu
cing the number of working-hours to say 35 hours a 
week, without any cuts in wages, the NUM acts as an ad
viser to its "own" bourgeoisie. It calls for stop
ping imports and increasing export as the solution to 
finding market for selling the commodities, and pro
poses this to the bourgeois government. A policy which, 
once carried out, would lead to the impoverishment of 
the miners of other countries. The welfare section of 
the demands neither calls for a specific increase in 
pay, nor a specific reduction in the number of working- 
hours and the retirement age, as a concrete demand, 
nor a specific increase in wages, in proportion to the 
number of years of service. All these demands were 
written so vaguely that none could be taken up as a 
slogan, and a concrete demand of the strike. According 
to those general demands, it was not clear for example, 
how much pay-increase, how many fewer working-hours

per week, how much of a reduction in the age of re
tirement, etc, the miners should be immediately de
manding from the bourgeoisie, as the demand of this 
particular strike, and fighting for it.

It was not accidental that the slogan of "Don't 
close the pits", and nothing more nothing less, re
mained the only slogan throughout the whole year.

In any case, the 120,000 mineworkers began their 
historic strike on 12th March 1984 under the leader
ship of the NUM, in such conditions of unequal balance 
of class forces, and with such demands and slogans.

Farhad Besharat 
Nov. 1985

To be continued
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Debates on the Question of Soviet Union". OWM'S attlcles can 
be found in Wotkets Ttuth {Bulletin of CWTdf) no.3, Oct.65 and
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tried, for the third time, to make workers participate 
in elections, through threats and intimidation. The 
Islamic Council had warned that if the time-card of 
any worker did not bear the stamp of the Council elec
tions, he or she would be sacked. It had also threat
ened that the implementation of the job clasification 
scheme would be delayed by 2 years for those workers 
who did not take part in the elections. But despite 
all these threats the majority of the workers refused 
to take part in the elections. It is interesting to 
know that 12 out of 13 candidates for the Islamic 
Council were Islamic Society members, Islamic poli
tico-ideological officers, and some factory super
visors. The candidacy of the last person who had been 
nominated by the workers was cancelled because the 
Islamic Society did not approve of him.

The workers in Oaroopaksh factory (a state-owned 
pharmaceutical factory) ignoring the Islamic Council 
(one of whose tasks according to law is to maintain 
the contact between the workers and management), held

s ti ll ongoing
been published. The 
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socialism. But when OMLWP presents its  own alternative, i t  la 
unfortunately yet another programme for capitalist development 
in Russia. Having examined tho matter, OMLWP concludea that the
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.. .  OHLWP'S article holds many positive points. Firstly in 
their analysis of the Soviet Union, the OMLWP comrades rightly 
part company with the current critica l schools (i.o. Trotskyism, 
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Our party, through its publications and radio pro
grammes, encourages the workers to set up their real 
councils as apposed to the Islamic Councils. All the 
workers of each production unit and factory will be 
members of the workers' councils and will' regularly 
come together in the general assemblies to discuss and de
cide about their problems. The workers in these councils 
will elect representatives from among themselves for a 
certain period for purposes of carrying out particular 
policies and actions. These representatives of the 
workers must answer any question regarding their con
duct of affairs, before all the workers. The only 
legitimate body to approve of their suitability as 
workers' representatives is that of the workers them-

(Translated from Komonist no. 30, Feb. 87, central 
organ of the CPI) gj
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ice of whet actually happened in tho industrialization 

programme of Stalin's faction. Here, i t  ia not necessary for us 
to enter into a discussion about the ins and outs of such remarks:
whet matters is that such modificationa and changes in the firs t
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which 9° far deeper then any form of workurn* control. That is 
why they continue: "At the stunt time, to really  hove social 
ownership and control of the means of production, commodity pro
duction needed to bo attacked, an even more d if f ic u lt  task.” 
-precisely here lies the crucial issue. The kernel o f the economic 
alternative of the pro letariat is not Ito  d ifferen t rate of 
industria lization or ito  alternative form of co llec tiv iza tio n - 
matter* which need to be separately examined and ascertained • 

but i *  the adoption of those fundamental economic erasures which 
lead to the abolition of commodity-production and the formatted 
of socialist relations of production. In fa c t, d ifferen t versions 
of socialism poet company st thia very logjam, the reasoning 
common to both the Trotskyists and the Russian revisionists is 
that, the abolition of commodity -production and the building of 
socialist relations is possible only when the productive forest 
existing in u society hove gone through a very high level of 
development. Such an understanding of socialism was pivotal to 
the fact that a ll  the debates on the question of economic plan
ning in Russia in the 1920s concentrated on the rate and the 
acceleration of the process of industria lization  and 
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Workers and the Islamic

This year, the Islamic Republic is  try ing  to  set up 
Islamic Councils in  the factories and production un its . 

I t  is  try ing  to re c ru it workers in to  these Councils in 

order to create a base for i t s  influence w ith in  the 
working class. At the moment, the setting-up o f Islamic 

Councils in  production un its  has an important place in 

the overall anti-worker po lic ies  o f the regime. The 
Islamic Councils, which the regime is  ac tive ly  try ing 

to pose as workers* organisations, are supposed to 
lead to peace and consensus between the workers and 

the regime and i t s  representatives in  the factories 

( l . e . ,  the management and Islamic Societies). The aim 
o f these Councils is  to implement the po lic ies  o f the 
Islamic regime and conduct propaganda In i t s  favour among 
the workers. The Islamic Republic is  spending a lo t  o f 

energy for forming and consolidating the Islamic Coun

Councils i
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