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Washington, D.C., where the Seventh Session of the Ministerial Council of the 
Central Treaty Organization was held. Above is a view of the Capitol, seat of the 
Legislative Branch of the United States Government.

The Washington Conference Series of the Central Treaty Organization 
was the first which took place under the new name of what had heretofore 
been known as the Baghdad Pact, and also the first to be held in the United 
States.

The Economic Committee met in Ankara from September 1-4 and the 
Military Committee met in London from September 9-10.

Member Governments were represented in Washington at the Minis
terial Council Session by: Iran — Prime Minister Dr. Manouchehr Eghbal; 
Pakistan — Foreign Minister Manzur Qadir; Turkey — Prime Minister 
Adnan Menderes; the United Kingdom — Sir Harold Caccia, Ambassador 
to the United States. The United States was represented by an observer 
delegation headed by Secretary of State Christian A. Herter who also acted 
as Chairman since the United States was host country.

The United States invited the CENTO Ministerial Council to meet in 
Washington on this occasion as “further evidence of the United States 
support of these nations in their determination to maintain national inde
pendence and territorial integrity.”

The public record series is intended as a convenient reference source 
for those concerned and interested in CENTO affairs — and particularly 
the peoples of the Region upon whose understanding and co-operation the 
future of the Organization so greatly depends.



THE COMMITTEES MEET

The Seventh Session of the Ministerial Council was preceded by meet
ings of the Economic, Counter-Subversion and Military Committees.

The dates and locations of the Committee meetings were as follows:
Counter-Subversion Committee Aug. 24-28, 1959 Ankara.
Economic Committee Sept. 1-4, 1959 Ankara.
Military Committee Sept. 9-10, 1959 London.

Economic Committee
Seventh Session, Ankara

CENTO
CENTRAL TREATY ORGANIZATION

H.E. Mr. Semih Gunver (centre) Chairman, speaking during the opening ceremony. 
Above, left to right ore: Mr. H.A.C McKay, Director of CENTO Nuclear Centre; 
Mr. All M. Shopurian, Acting Deputy Secretary General (Public Relations); H. E. Mr. 
M.O.A. Baig, CENTO Secretary General; H.E. Mr. Gunver; Mr. Bulend N. Kestelli,

Economic Committee
Ankara, September 1-4, 1959

ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Seventh Session: Ankara 
Press Communique 
September 4, 1959

The Seventh Session of the Economic Committee of the Central Treaty 
Organization was held in the New Turkish Grand National Assembly Build
ing in Ankara from September 1-4, 1959 under the Chairmanship of Mr. 
Semih Giinver of Turkey.



Delegations from Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, the United Kingdom
United States were present. They were led by H.E. Dr. Jamshid A
(Iran). Mr. G.A. Faruqi (Pakistan), Mr. Mehmet Baydur (Turk
D.A.H. Wright (United Kingdom) and Mr. Donald D. Kennedy (

A t this half-yearly meeting, the Committee reviewed the CEN
gramme of economic activity, while considering the reports of its
Subcommittees and the recommendations thereon by the Economic

The scope of the matters studied included telecommunication
railways, ports, civil aviation, trade, health, agriculture and other 
technical assistance.

It was noted with particular satisfaction that progress has been 
during the brief period which has elapsed since the last meetin
Committee in a number of fields necessitating long planning, co-o



M I L I T A R Y  C O M M I T T E E
P r e s s  C o m m u n i q u e

T h e  M i l i t a r y  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  T r e a t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  m e t  i n 
L o n d o n  o n  t h e  9 t h  a n d  I O t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r .  1 9 5 9  u n d e r  t h e  C h a i r m a n s h i p 
o f  A d m i r a l  o f  t h e  F l e e t ,  t h e  E a r l  M o u n t b a t t e n  o f  B u r m a ,  C h i e f  o f  t h e 
D e f e n c e  S t a f f  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  w h o  a l s o  l e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  D e l e g a t i o n .

T h e  o t h e r  d e l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  l e d  b y :

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  : G e n e r a l  T h o m a s  D .  W h i t e .
C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e

I R A N :  G e n e r a l  A b d o l l a h  H e d a y a t .
C h i e f  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o m m a n d e r ’s  S t a f f , 
I m p e r i a l  I r a n i a n  A r m e d  F o r c e s

P A K I S T A N : L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  M .  H a b i b u l l a h  K h a n , 
C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  P a k i s t a n  A r m y

T U R K E Y : G e n e r a l  R u s t u  E r d e l h u n , 
C h i e f  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  G e n e r a l  S t a f f

N a t i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  l e a d e r s  t o  t h e  S e v e n t h  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  C o m m i t t e e  w e r e 
( l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) : H . E .  G e n e r a l  A b d a l l a h  H e d a y a t ,  I r a n ;  L t .  G e n .  M .  H a b i b u l l a h  K h o n , 
P a k i s t a n ;  G e n e r a l  R u s t u  E r d e l h u n ,  T u r k e y ;  A d m i r a l  o f  t h e  F l e e t ,  T h e  E a r l  M o u n t b a t t e n 
o f  B u r m a ,  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,  a n d  G e n e r a l  T h o m a s  D .  W h i t e ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT by 
His Excellency MR. M.O.A. BAIG 

Secretary General of the Central Treaty Organization

Mr. Vice-President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen.
The Central Treaty Organization is happy to have been invit

United States Government to hold its Seventh Session in Washin
behalf of the Organization, I thank the United States Governmen
invitation and for the excellent arrangements made for the Confe
which I welcome the delegations and wish every success to their
tions.

Up till a short time ago we were known as the Baghdad Pa
ization and we are continuing the same work. We share a common
with the other great international organizations on our flanks, NA
SEATO. We have no formal connection with them, and that is an
situation. Some members belong to more than one of these Orga
but the common front is divided into three segments, each Org



S T A T E M E N T  b y
T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  R I C H A R D  M .  N I X O N

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

M r .  C h a i r m a n .  M r .  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l ,  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c i e s  a n d  d i s t i n g 
u i s h e d  g u e s t s ,  i t  i s  a  v e r y  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  f o r  m e  t o  w e l c o m e  t o  W a s h i n g t o n 
t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  T r e a t y  O r g a n 
i z a t i o n .  A n d  n o t  o n l y  i s  i t  a  p l e a s u r e  i n  m y  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  b e 
c a u s e  m y  w i f e  a n d  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  v i s i t i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s 
w h o  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  m e e t i n g  t o d a y  a n d  o f  b e i n g  w a r m l y  r e c e i v e d 
a s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , 
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  1 w e l c o m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x t e n d  o u r  g r e e t i n g s  t o  y o u  o n 
t h i s  o c c a s i o n .  T o  y o u ,  M r .  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l ,  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  y o u r 
s t a f f ,  w e  e x t e n d  a n  e q u a l l y  w a r m  w e l c o m e .

T h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  p l e a s e d  t h a t 
t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C E N T O  C o u n c i l  u n d e r  i t s  n e w  n a m e  i s  h e r e  i n  o u r 
n a t i o n ’s  c a p i t a l .

T w i c e  i n  o u r  c e n t u r y  m a n k i n d  h a s  s u f f e r e d  t h e  d e v a s t i n g  s c o u r g e  o f 
g l o b a l  w a r .  I n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m o r a l  d e s o l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  i n e v i t -

A t  t h e  o f f i c i o !  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y  o f  t h e  S e v e n t h  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o u n c i l , 
t h e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M .  N i x o n  ( c e n t r e , 
s t a n d i n g ) ,  I s  s e e n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  s e s s i o n .
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s u b v e r s i o n ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  f r e e l y - c h o s e n  g o v e r n m e n t s  w h i c h  a r e 
i n v o l v e d .

W e  h e a r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  p e a c e f u l  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h e s e  d a y s .  W e  a l ) 
w e l c o m e  i t .  c e r t a i n l y ,  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  C E N T O .  W e .  i n 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  w e l c o m e  p e a c e f u l  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  b u t  w e  a l s o 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  i f  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  t o  r e m a i n  p e a c e f u l  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  r u l e s  o f  t h e 
g a m e  w h i c h  a l l  w i l l  f o l l o w .  I t  m u s t  b e  f a i r ,  a n d  t h e r e  c a n n o t  b e  o n e  s e t  o f 
r u l e s  b y  s o m e  a n d  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  r u l e s  b y  o t h e r s .

I n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  w e  m u s t  a l s o  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  e n o u g h  t o 
s a y  t h a t  w e  r u l e  o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  f o r c e  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  a n d  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n 
t h e r e b y  b e c o m e s  p e a c e f u l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  k i n d  o f  s u b v e r s i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n 
d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  h e r e  t o d a y  c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d  e n d a n g e r 
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p e a c e f u l  c o m p e t i t i o n  w h i c h  w e  w o u l d  a l )  w e l c o m e  i n  t h e 
e v e n t  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  a g r e e  t o  r u l e s  w h i c h  w e  a r e  t o  f o l l o w .  C E N T O  h a s 
a l r e a d y  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  r u l e s  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d .  I t  f o r g e s  n e w 
l i n k s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  a m o n g  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  S i m i l a r l y  i t  h a s  e s t a b 
l i s h e d  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  n a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  w e s t e r n 
f r i e n d s ,  b a s e d  o n  a  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  a n d  c o m p l e t e  e q u a l i t y .

D e s p i t e  t h e  n a t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  v i e w s  a n d  o p i n i o n s ,  w h i c h  u n d e r 
s t a n d a b l y  a r i s e  o n  o c c a s i o n  a m o n g  f r i e n d s .  C E N T O  s t a n d s  t o d a y  s t r o n g e r 
t h a n  e v e r  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  r e c o g n i z e  f u l l y  t h i s  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f 
t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  t o  b e  a n d  t o  r e m a i n  f r e e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t . 
I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s p i r i t  o f  d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  c o m p l e t e  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t ,  o u r  p e o p l e ,  w e l c o m e s  t h e  C o u n c i l  h e r e 
t o d a y .

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  b e e n  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  C E N T O  s i n c e  i t s 
b e g i n n i n g  a l m o s t  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o .  W e  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  m a t e r i a l l y  a n d  m o r 
a l l y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  C E N T O  S t a t e s ’ p o s t u r e s  a n d  t o  i m p r o v i n g  t h e i r 
e c o n o m i c  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  m a y  I  e m p h a s i z e ,  w h a t  I  k n o w  y o u  r e a l i z e ,  t h a t 
t h i s  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  e n t i r e l y  w i t h o u t  s t r i n g s .  O u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  p r o g r a m , 
i n  a l l  o f  t h o s e  i n  w h i c h  w e  a r c  e n g a g e d  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  i s  t o  s t a n d  f o r 
t h e  v e r y  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  w e  w a n t ,  a s  f a r  a s 
o t h e r  n a t i o n s  a r e  C o n c e r n e d ,  o n l y  t h e  s a m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o 
r e m a i n  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  o u r  p e o p l e  t o  b e  f r e e .

I  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  C E N T O 
t h r o u g h  a l l  f e a s i b l e  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a n s .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  w i l l  w a t c h 
t h e  C o u n c i l ’ s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e s e  n e x t  f e w  d a y s  w i t h  k e e n  i n t e r e s t , 
a n d  w e  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  c r o w n e d  w i t h  s u c c e s s .  Y o u  m a y  b e  a s 
s u r e d  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  p a r t  t o  m a k e  i t  s o .  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c l u d e d 
y o u  a l s o  c a n  b e  s u r e  t h a t  y o u .  e a c h  o f  y o u .  w i l l  c a r r y  h o m e  w i t h  y o u  t h e 
e s t e e m ,  t h e  g o o d  w i s h e s  a n d  t h e  w a r m  a f f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .
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They have asked me, also to offer you their sincere thanks f
and cordial words that you have just addressed to us.

I am very happy to perform this pleasant duty, for I fully 
feelings toward you and if my colleagues will permit me to add 
note I should like to .say that we Iranians still remember your v
country a few years ago. the results of which are still felt in the 
ing of the bonds of friendship between our two peoples.

In gathering here we should like, first of all, to request tha
Vice President, convey to the President, on behalf of all of us, the
of our deepest respect.

The outstanding personality of President Eisenhower, who 
destiny of the greatest country of the Free World, as well as 
exerted by the American Government under his leadership to ma
strengthen peace and freedom, have won our complete admiratio

Free men throughout the world have the greatest respect



However, knowing the feeling of gratitude which we all are e
ing. I cannot fail to evoke here the memory of the late lamented 
statesman. John Foster Dulles, whose esteemed presence at the 
of the Ministers held in Ankara and London was most valuable. T
put forth by this late and great statesman, and the services he re
maintaining and safeguarding the peace, arc known to all o f us
never be forgotten.

Before starting my speech. I also consider it a duty to ex
gratitude to Mr. Baig, our Secretary General, and to the staff o f 
tariat. Perfect order prevails in the Secretariat, and an accelerati
work of that body has been noted since M r. Baig has assumed th

Gentlemen, honourable delegates:

In the interval between the meeting o f the Council of Mi
Karachi and that of today, the government of Iraq has officially w



o f  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  m e e t i n g ,  w e  h a v e  c o n c l u d e d  a  b i l a t e r a l  c o 
o p e r a t i o n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

W e  a l )  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  n o t  w i t h  a n y  p u r p o s e 
o f  a g g r e s s i o n  b u t  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n 
t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  e x p r e s s l y  m e n t i o n e d  i n  A r t i c l e s  I  a n d  2  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t . 
T h i s  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  n o  c a u s e  f o r  c o n c e r n  e x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  t h e m 
s e l v e s  h a r b o u r  s u c h  a g g r e s s i v e  i n t e n t i o n s .

W e  h a v e  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  a t t a c k i n g  a n y o n e ,  o r  o f  w a g i n g  w a r  a g a i n s t 
a n y o n e .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  w e  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  h a v e  c l o s e  a n d  f r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s .  W e  h o p e  t h a t  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  p e a c e 
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i l l  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  w h i c h  w i l l  p e r m i t  u s 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  w i t h  p e a c e  o f  m i n d  o u r  e c o n o m i c  p l a n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  d r a w n 
u p  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  l o f t i e s t  i d e a l s  a n d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  a l l  o u r  e f f o r t s 
u p o n  t h e m .

M o r e o v e r ,  w h i l e  n o t  p e r m i t t i n g  o u r  n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y  t o  b e c o m e  a  b a s e 
f o r  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y ,  w e  w i l l  o p p o s e  w i t h  a l l  o u r  m i g h t , 
a n d  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  a l l i e s ,  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  i m p a i r  o u r  f r e e d o m .

W e  d e c l a r e  o u r  u n s h a k a b l e  w i l l  t o  d e f e n d  o u r  l i b e r t y  a n d  o u r  t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y .

T h e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a n d  t h e  e l i m i n a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  w a r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a r e 
v i t a l  p r o b l e m s  b o t h  f o r  u s  a n d  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  w o r l d  p e a c e .

T o  r e m a i n  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e s e  r e a l i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  a n  i r r e p a r a b l e  a n d 
d e p l o r a b l e  e r r o r .

I t  t h u s  d e v o l v e s  u p o n  u s .  t h e  t o r c h  b e a r e r s  o f  l i b e r t y  a n d  e m a n c i p a t i o n 
f r o m  s e r v i t u d e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  n e v e r  t o  l e t  t h e  s a c r e d  f i r e  i n  t h e  h e a r t s 
o f  t h e  f r e e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  b e  e x t i n g u i s h e d .
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below the strengths necessary to act as deterrent. The United
America has so far only joined the committees, but has refraine
coming a member of the Organization itself. It has, however, 
obligations bilaterally with each of the regional sutes separate
protection. The United Kingdom is a full member of the Organiz
ances of this character, made solely in the interest of self prot
not only compatible with the Charter of the United Nations, 
venture to submit, aids to the purposes of that Charter. By their
tence they tend to nip in the bud. thoughts which, in their abse
more easily blossom forth into aggressive designs. This tendency
the bud is proportional to the estimate which a potential aggres
of the earnestness, preparedness and the strength of the alliance
an alliance to be effective, therefore, perpetual awareness an
watch are indispensable. These meetings of the Council of Min
we have twice every year are intended for achieving that awaren
situation, and for informing ourselves of the activities of those 
this body which keep constant watch.



have inspired us and shall give added impetus to the proceedin
Ministerial Council.

May I add right away that the Turkish Government is hig
ciative of the United States Government’s decision to hold this 
Council Session in Washington, the Capital City of the great Am
tion. In this, we see the importance attached to our Organizati
United States Government and the great American nation.

I wish to express my thanks for the warm welcome and 
shown to us since our arrival here.

Before going any further I should like to pay tribute to the
General. Mr. Baig, for his able direction of the Organization, a
excellent work carried out by the Secretariat under his guidance.

I have listened with close interest to the distinguished Prim
of Iran, and the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, who preceded m
rostrum. On behalf of the Turkish Delegation, and myself. I wis



is rapidly becoming a more effective instrument of peace not only through 
its military potential, but, covering all other aspects of like-minded, freedom- 
loving countries dedicated to the maintenance of freedom, independence, 
and human dignity in the World. It constitutes to my mind, a shield against 
aggression, infiltration and subversion of the destructive aggressive forces 
of international communism into a vital area of the world, as well as a link 
in the chain of collective defence arrangements of the Free World like 
NATO and SEATO.

It follows, therefore, that any power or group of powers not nourishing 
aggressive designs upon others should have no fear of its development, 
neither those powers which seem to follow a non-alignment policy should 
see in it a threat to the freedom, independence, and integrity of others and 
by forming a bulwark against such designs, the CENTO constitutes for 
these countries an element of security, stability, and peace.

I have endeavoured to lay before you with sincerity and a sense of 
clear responsibility as a member of CENTO, my thoughts, convictions, and 
hopes.

I am confident that this Seventh Meeting of the Ministerial Council 
in the coming days will, as always, successfully conclude its deliberations 
and adopt measures, give direction to the Organization aimed at further 
strengthening of our Organization, which is the central pillar of the Free 
World’s arrangements of collective defence dedicated to freedom, security, 
a just and durable peace in the world.

OPENING STATEMENT 
b y 

His Excellency SIR HAROLD CACCIA
Her Britannic Majesty's Ambassador 

to the United States

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

First I  should like on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government to thank 
the Vice President for his welcome, and not only for his welcome but for 
his purposeful words, words of encouragement, words of warning for all

THE UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION

Sir Roger Stevens (left). Their Excellencies Sir Bernord Burrows, Sir Harold Coccio, 
ond Admiral of the Fleet, The Earl Mountbatten of Burma.
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o f  u s .  I  a n d  m y  d e l e g a t i o n  f u l l y  s h a r e  t h e  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  e x p r e s s e d  b y  o u r 
f r i e n d s  f r o m  I r a n ,  f r o m  P a k i s t a n  a n d  f r o m  T u r k e y  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  b e i n g 
h e l d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  O u r  p r e s e n c e  t o g e t h e r  t o d a y  i s  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e 
w o r l d  o f  t h e  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S l a t e s  w i t h  o u r  a l l i a n c e .

T h i s  i s  o u r  S e v e n t h  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g .  I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a t  w h i c h 
H e r  M a j e s t y ' s  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  e i t h e r  b y  t h e  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r  h i m s e l f  o r  b y  o n e  o f  h i s  m o s t  s e n i o r  c o l l e a g u e s .  T h i s  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e 
i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  i m m i n e n c e  o f  a  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  i n  m y  c o u n t r y  t o m o r r o w . 
B u t  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  h a s  a s k e d  m e  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n a l 
m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l :

“ M y  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  I  s e n d  o u r  w a r m  g r e e t i n g s  t o  t h e  C E N T O 
C o u n c i l ,  a n d  w i s h  i t s  m e m b e r s  a l l  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e i r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  W e 
m u c h  r e g r e t  t h a t  o u r  d o m e s t i c  p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  h a v e  m a d e  i t  i m p o s s i b l e 
f o r  u s  t o  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  b y  M i n i s t e r s .  T h e  C e n t r a l 
T r e a t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e 
s e c u r i t y  o f  a  v i t a l  a r e a ,  a n d  I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  y o u r  t a l k s  w i l l  a s s i s t 
i n  f o r w a r d i n g  o u r  c o m m o n  a i m s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y . ”

I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  M i n i s t e r s ,  i t  i s  a  s p e c i a l  h o n o u r  f o r  m e  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
B r i t a i n ;  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  I  w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d ,  a s  D e p u t y  S e c r e t a r y 
i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  t h e 
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  t o  t h i s  a l l i a n c e .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  w e  w e r e  f u l l  o f  h o p e ,  b u t 
n o b o d y  c o u l d  t e l l  f o r  s u r e  h o w  t h e  a l l i a n c e  w o u l d  d e v e l o p  a n d  h o w  i t  w o u l d 
s t a n d  u p  t o  t h e  s t r e s s e s  a n d  s t r a i n s  o f  a  w o r l d  o n  t h e  m a r c h .  N o w  t h e 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  s o o n  t o  p a s s  i t s  l u s t r u m ,  i t s  f i r s t  f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d .  I f  y o u 
m u s t  r e g a r d  m e  a s  a  n o n - M i n i s t e r i a l  i n t e r l o p e r ,  a n d . r i g h t l y ,  p e r h a p s  y o u 
w i l l  a l l o w  m e  a s  a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  C r o w n  t o  s a y  h o w  m a r k e d l y  t h e 
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n .  I n  t h e s e  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e  N o r t h 
e r n  T i e r ,  a s  i t  w a s  s o m e t i m e s  t h e n  c a l l e d ,  h a s  r e m a i n e d  a  s u r e  b u l w a r k  i n 
t h i s  a r e a  f o r  t h e  f r e e  a n d  t h e  u n c o m m i t t e d  w o r l d ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  w o r l d  u n 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  C o m m u n i s m .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  d e s p i t e  u p h e a v a l s  a r o u n d 
a n d  b e h i n d  u s .  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s ,  I r a n ,  t o 
a  m o s t  v i o l e n t  a n d  u n j u s t i f i e d  c a m p a i g n  f r o m  i n  f r o n t .  I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e 
I r a n i a n  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  i n d e e d  i t  h a s  f l o u r i s h e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n , 
s l a n d e r  a n d  a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  i t s  a d v e r s a r i e s .  A l  t h e  s a m e  l i m e ,  t h e  d o v e t a i l i n g 
o f  t h e  d e f e n c e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h i s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  i t s  m e m 
b e r s  t o  f r e e  t h e  m a x i m u m  a m o u n t  o f  r e s o u r c e s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i m p r o v e 
m e n t  o f  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e i r  p e o p l e s .  “ D e f e n c e ” ,  a s  A d a m  S m i t h  s a i d  i n 
t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n t u r y ,  “ i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  o p u l e n c e ” . T r u e .  B u t  i f  w e  e a c h 
h a d  t o  p r o v i d e  f r o m  o u r  o w n  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  o u r  d e f e n c e  w i t h o u t  a n y  a l l i 
a n c e s .  t h e r e  w o u l d  s c a r c e l y  b e  a  c o m p e t e n c e  l e f t  t o  u s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  t h e
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On the economic side, perhaps the most spectacular event since the 
last Ministerial meeting has been the opening in June, of the Nuclear Centre 
in Tehran. We are indeed grateful to His Imperial Majesty the Shah for 
opening it. and for the great interest he personally has Uken in our proceed
ings generally. In the less easily publicised, but equally useful field of tech
nical assistance, the now widespread economic activities of the Organization 
have made progress.

The United Kingdom has continued to play its part to the best of its 
ability in the work of the Organization. Our latest contributions in the field 
of aid being the undertaking given in March to provide assistance for eco
nomic and technical assistance at the rate of £850,000 a year.

But it is of course not the main purpose of this meeting ahead of us 
simply to act as a sort of milestone, by cataloguing past achievements. We 
must look to the future. This is particularly appropriate at this time, for 
our Organization will shortly be five years old, and the original Pact of 
Mutual Cooperation from which it stems was designed to run in the first 
place for five years. We have in this time weathered many alarums and 
excursions. We have learned to know each other better and to work together. 
That being so, I am confident that we should all look forward to many 
years of successful cooperation in achieving our common aims, the defence 
of peace and freedom and the betterment and progress of all our peoples.

OPENING STATEMENT 
b y 

The Honourable CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 
United States Secretary of State

Your Excellencies and distinguished guests:

I join with Vice President Nixon in warmly welcoming to Washington 
this distinguished gathering of the Ministerial Council of Ilie Central Treaty 
Organization. The Government of the United States, though an observer 
in CENTO, is pleased to be host to this session. Your presence here today 
is further attestation of the readiness of the United States to continue to

THE UNITED STATES OBSERVER DELEGATION

The Honourable Christian A. Herter (left) with Mr. Robert Murphy; Seated rear Mr. 
Andrew H. Berding; Standing Mr. Hermann F. Eilts, and seated Mr.G. Lewis Jones. Jr.



give strong support to CENTO and its programmes. It is also a
deep personal satisfaction to me to have the opportunity to acqu
at first hand with the work of the CENTO association.

The United States has long enjoyed close relations with 
CENTO member states. Those with the United Kingdom are w
and require no elaboration here. There is perhaps less awaren
valued relations with Turkey, Iran and Pakistan. It seems approp
fore. to dwell briefly on these relations. Growing out of many 
mutually beneficial asosciation between the peoples of these co
private American citizens--businessmen, educators, doctors, missi
others—they were forged to a new firmness in the difficult y
followed World War II. It was during this period, too, that Pa
its place as a respected member of the family of independent na
that time, these three nations have been making great strides 
develop themselves.

True to its traditions, the United States wholeheartedly s
with these aspirations. Further, it lent moral and material ai



CENTO has now been in existence for almost five years. Y
some who still profess to deny its significance. It may be approp
fore. to pause for one moment here and to consider its achieveme

First. CENTO stands today as a symbol of the determin
members to maintain their independence and of their unshak
that this can best be achieved through collective security.

Second. CENTO is a partnership which includes three o
states of the Middle East region. The scope of this partnersh
It includes defense cooperation, but also embraces political, ec
cultural association. It is implemented through various media. 
as joint military exercises, attract the public eye through pres
Others, while no less significant, have been pursued more quie
perhaps less well known. These arc the numerous technical me
levels, the active CENTO Technical Assistance Programme, 
to relax visa restrictions among the regional stales, trade pro
prevention of smuggling and the many other spheres of cons



Secretary Herter, as host, was in the chair.
The Session was inaugurated by the Honourable Richard M

Vice President of the United States.

The Council recognized that the holding of a Ministerial M
Washington for the first lime was an open expression of the i
attached to the Central Treaty Organization by the United State
ment and the American people and of the vital role of the Un
in strengthening the efforts of the member Stales to guard the
by collective security. The Council welcomed the conclusion o
agreements last March between the United Stales and the original
They noted with gratification the determination of the United 
assist the signatory nations to maintain their security and ind
while simultaneously contributing to the enhancement of their 
potential.

This meeting of the Ministerial Council was the first to t
under the new name of the Organization. The name. Central Trea
ization. signifies (hat the countries occupying a central area be



violated the most elementary canons of international usage by m
sonal attacks on the Head of State.

The Council condemn this propaganda, which is markedly a
with current efforts to reduce world tension. They express the 
those responsible will in future comply with the Resolution ad
animously by the General Assembly of the United Nations on A
1958, concerning non-interference in the internal affairs of othe

The Council express their admiration for the dignity and dete
shown by his Imperial Majesty the Shahinshah, the Iranian G
and people in standing firm and united in the face of these attack

PRESS C O M M E N T

Following are examples of typical press comment occasion
Washington Session of the Ministerial Council:



and all but written off its diminished successor. It is true that it i
weak and that the dangers which it has to face are greater tha
NATO, which is infinitely stronger. I do not consider that this is
story. Unity and friendship are in themselves valuable assets, 
factors al least have been increased rather than diminished by th
of Iraq. Some doubts about it always existed, since those well 
with the country realised that the Government of General Nuri e
vulnerable in more than one respect. The links with the United S
though they do not technically include her membership, are. n
a source of strength.*’....

UNITED STATES
The New York Times (6/10) in an editorial “ CENTO m

discusses the USA’s position in the organization and continue
fact that the present meeting is called in Washington and is to
by a message from President Eisenhower suggests even greater
support. Such support is all the more in order because both Ind
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H . B . M .  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  E t h i o p i a

H e a d ,  M i d d l e  E a s t  D e v e l o p m e n t 
D i v i s i o n ,  B r i t i s h  E m b a s s y .
B e i r u t

M r .  S J .  W h i t w e l l
M r .  D . F .  D u n c a n

F o r e i g n  O f f i c e
F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ,  B r i t i s h
E m b a s s y ,  A n k a r a

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  ( O b s e r v e r  D e l e g a t i o n )
M r .  D o n a l d  D .  K e n n e d y D e p u t y  A s s i s t a n t .  S e c r e t a r y  o f 

S t a t e  f o r  N e a r  E a s t e r n  a n d 
S o u t h  A s i a n  A f f a i r s

M r .  J o h n  W .  M c D o n a l d ,  J r . U . S .  E c o n o m i c  C o - o r d i n a t o r 
f o r  C E N T O  A f f a i r s

M r .  M e r r i l l  G a y O f f i c e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F i n a n c i a l  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
A f f a i r s .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e

M r .  J o h n  P .  F e r r i s S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e
D i r e c t o r  f o r  N e a r  E a s t  a n d  S o u t h 
A s i a .  I C A

M r .  B e r g e r  A .  I n d s e t h O f f i c e  o f  t h e  E c o n o m i c 
C o - o r d i n a t o r  f o r  C E N T O  A f f a i r s

M r .  D a n i e l  O .  N e w b e r r y O f f i c e  o f  G r e e k .  T u r k i s h  a n d 
I r a n i a n  A f f a i r s .  D e p a r t m e n t 
o f  S t a t e
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UNITED KINGDOM
Admiral of the Fleet, The Earl Mountbatten of Burma.

K.G., P.C.. G.C.B., etc., etc.
Air Vice-Marshal L.W.C. Bower. C.B.E., D.S.O., D.F.C.
Commander J.F.H. Wheeler.
Wing Commander Mervyn Jones.
Lieutenant Colonel W. Crumplin.

UNITED STATES (Observer Delegation)
General Thomas D. White
Major General Douglas V. Johnson
Rear Admiral Elonzo B. Grantham
Colonel Townsend C. Anderson
Colonel William A. Stiles
Colonel Royal B. Allison
Colonel Kendall S. Young
Lieutenant Colonel Timothy 1. Ahearn
Lieutenant Colonel Donald D. Klous
Lieutenant Colonel John F. Davis
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