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President Bakr Stresses
Need for Medical Research
o n July 28 President 

Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr 
visited the College of 

Medicine of Baghdad University
and discussed with its dean and 
professors matters related to the 
means and procedures of fulfill
ing the aspirations of the Revo
lution in the field of medical edu
cation.

President Bakr instructed the 
professors and students to de

vote more time for scientific re
search in all branches of medi
cine and to contribute to, and to 
participate in as many scientific 
conferences and symposia, which 
are held inside and outside Iraq, 
as possible. The President also 
listened to the proposals of the 
teaching staff.
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President Bakr also visited, on
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tistry where 
and profess
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mited in 1920 when Woodrow Wilson's Ad
ministration endorsed the Balfour Declaration. 
Carter's disapproval of Begin s decision to legalise 
Zionist settlements in Palestine is an instance of 
such hp service the Americans have been paying 
to the Arab cause from time to time. But they have 
been avoiding tackling the crux of the problem. They 
refuse to recognise the hard reality that the so- 
called "state of Israel" is itself an illegal settlement 
in the heart of Arab homeland — a racist ghetto 
legalised by U.S. Administration — and this illegal 
Zionist entity as a whole serves as the "stumbling 
block" to Middle East peace. The history of 
"Israel’s'' three decades of existence substantiates 
this conclusion. And U.S connivance at all stages 
of that history, which is the history of genocide, 
mass murder and war of aggression, is an admitted 

If any U.S. President tak
task of finding a solution to t
flict. he can, if he is sincere 
self, proceed from the above
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nisation we have. Enough neg
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scope for further negotiations,
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We must bear in mind th
in the search for a peaceful se
area are dedicated to serve Am
not the cause of peace, be it 
tional. Secondly, they have alw
procrastination. And it appear
collusion with Arab reaction, h
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Arab military force; to inflame f
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overwhelming majority of the House — the coali
tion and Agudat Yisrael Only the two communist 
.actions voted against, whereas the Free Centre. 
Uri Avneri, abstained from voting. The operative 
part of the motion reads as follows

"The Knesset approves the stand of the Go
vernment in favour of steps leading to direct talks 
between Israel' and the Arab countries on the sig
ning of peace agreements, and reaffirms that so 
long as peace is not attained Israel' will continue 
to maintain unaltered rhe situation created by the 
cease-fire arrangements following the Israel's' 
Defence Forces' successful repulsion of enemy ag
gression."

The next part of the resolution said that "the 
Knesset expected the Jewish people to carry out 
the supreme national injunction of 'aliya' to Israel. '

Since then, "Israeli military leaders and poli
ticians began issuing one statement after another 
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considered all the occupied territories as falling 
w ith in the land of Gilead Thus, the Great Rabbi s 
decree becomes "no Jew has the right to turn 
over one iota of these territories unless he is an 
infidel (unbeliever) At the same time, Ben 
Gurion raised his voice to demand lecognition by 
the world at large of the right of military conquest 
which in turn w ill give the authority to settle Jews 
m the occupied territories ("the  liberated" terri
tories. according to him).

In the midst of expansionist attempts to o u t
bid each other, Levi Eshkol finally raised his voice 
The "Israeli Prime Minister spoke for the first time 
on October 28 1967. about what he called "Greater 
Israel which would include the occup.ed territories 
of the Egyptian Arab Republic. Jordan and Syria 
He made this declaration in his opening speech to 

In this article, reference w
ious weaknesses the economy
among which are

"1 Its dependence upon 
Jews abroad, and

2. Its large trade deficit."
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C a r t e r  m d  B e g i n :  A m e r i c a ’#  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 

• I s r a e l ’ ’

B e g i n ,  Z i o n i s m 
a n d  E x p a n s i o n

•  2 9  Y E A R S  H A V E  P A S S E D  S I N C E  T H E 
O C C U P A T I O N  O F  M O S T  O F  P A L E S T I N E

•  B E G I N  S A Y S  T H E  W E S T  B A N K  I S  A 
L I B E R A T E D  T E R R I T O R Y ,  N O T  O C C U P I E D

T h e  Z i o n i s t  i d e o l o g y  w a s  b u i l t  o n  t h e  c o n 
c e p t  o f  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  l a n d 
a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o n  i t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d 

’ J e w i s h  s t a t e ” ; a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  l i q u i d a t i n g  a n d 
g e t t i n g  r i o  ' ' f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e .  A l l  Z i o n i s t 
p a r t i e s  i n  ' ' I s r a e l ”  b e l i e v e  i n  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o r  e l s e 
t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c a l l e d  Z i o n i s t .

S i n c e  1 9 4 8 ,  t i l l  t h e  r e c e n t  M a y  1 7  " I s r a e l i ” 
e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  Z i o n i s t  L a b o u r  P a r t y  c o n t r o l l e d  s t a t e 
p o w e r  a n d  l e d  t h r e e  e x p a n s i o n i s t  w a r s  a g a i n s t  t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  A r a b s  i n  1 9 4 8 ,  1 9 5 6 ,  a n d  1 9 6 7 , 
T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  n u m e r o u s  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c e a s e 
f i r e s  a n d  m a n y  a t r o c i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n 
p e o p l e  —  f r o m  c o n f i s c a t i n g  t h e i r  l a n d  t o  k i l l i n g 
t h e m  t o  t o r t u r i n g  t h e m  s e v e r e l y  i n  t h e  Z i o n i s t 
p r i s o n s  t o  d r i v i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e m  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e i r 
h o m e l a n d .

T h e  n e w  e l e c t i o n s  b r o u g h t  M e n a h e m  B e g i n 
o f  t h e  " L i k u d ”  t o  p o w e r .  T h e  Z i o n i s t  s e t t l e r s  i n 
P a l e s t i n e  c h o o s e  t h e  t e r r o r i s t  B e g i n  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
t h e m ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e  L a b o r  p a r t y  i s  n o t  Z i o n i s t 
a n y m o r e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ’ t  b e l i e v e  i n  i t s  p o l i 
t i c a l  m a n o e u v r i n g  w h i c h  " m i g h t  l e a d  t h e m "  t o 
s o m e  c o n c e s s i o n s  o n  t h e i r  " h i s t o r i c  r i g h t s "  i n  P a 
l e s t i n e .  T h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Z i o n i s t  s t a t e  e x i s t e d 
a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  t h i s  e x i s t e n c e  t h r o u g h  w a r ,  a n d 
p o w e r  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  B e g i n  a n d 
h i s  b l o c  a r e  t h e  o n l y  c a n d i d a t e s  c a p a b l e  a t  t h i s 
p e r i o d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  i m a g e .

T h e r e  a r e  n o t  s t r a t e g i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n 
a l l  t h e  Z i o n i s t  p a r t i e s  i n  o c c u p i e d  P a l e s t i n e ;  t h e  o n l y 
d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  t a c t i c a l  a n d  t h e s e  i n c l u d e  e c o n o m i c , 
m i l i t a r y ,  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  H o w e v e r , 
t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  d i d  n o t  s t o p  B e g i n  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c 
t i o n s  f r o m  c a l l i n g  o n  J u n e  7  f o r  a  " n a t i o n a l  u n i t y 
g o v e r n m e n t "  w i t h  t h e  L a b o r  P a r t y  a n d  h e  " n o t e d 

t h a t  L a b o r  a n d  L i k u d  a g r e e  o n  r e f u s i n g  t o  n e g o t i a t e 
w i t h  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o n  o b 
j e c t i n g  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  P a l e s t i n i a n  s t a t e 
o n  t h e  o c c u p i e d  W e s t  B a n k  o f  t h e  J o r d a n  R i v e r , 
a n d  o n  r e f u s i n g  t o  w i t h d r a w  t o  b o r d e r s  t h a t  e x i s t e d 
b e f o r e  t h e  1 9 6 7  A r a b - I s r a e l i  w a r . "  ( V a n .  S u n ,  J u n e 
7 ,  1 9 7 7 )  S o  w h a t  a r e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t 
w e e n  " L a b o r ”  a n d  " L i k u d ” ?  T w o  m i n o r  d i f f e r e n c e s 
w e r e  p u t  f o r w a r d  i n  t h e  d e b a t e  b e t w e e n  P e r e s  a n d 
B e g i n  b e f o r e  t h e  M a y  1 7  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  t o 
w a r d s  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  s o m e  t e r r i t o r y  c a p t u r e d 
i n  t h e  1 9 6 7  w a r ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  i s  o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n
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Dr. Zaid Haider, Member of the ABSP National Leadership and In-charge of the Foreign Relations 
Bureau, received on July 31, Mr. Ted Innes, the /Australian M.P.

Dr. Qassim Sallam, member of the ABSP National Leadership, received on August 9, the Libyan Popular 
Congress delegation lead by Mr. Ibrahim al-Kharasi.

Mr. Aziz Rasheed. Minister of Transport, is seen signing on August 9, an agreement with the Jordanian Minister 
of Finance and Customs on leasing a free zone to Iraq at Aqaba Port.

Mr. Hassan All, Minister of Trade, received on August 9, the Yugoslav Undersecretary of the Ministry of Trade 
and his accompanying delegation.
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c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p .  1 5
p e a c e - m a k i n g  e f f o r t s  f a i l ,  S a u d i  A r a b i a  w o u l d  n o t 
i m p o s e  a n  o i l  e m b a r g o .  H e  a l s o  w a r n e d  A r a b  c o u n t 
r i e s  a g a i n s t  w a g i n g  a  n e w  M i d d l e  E a s t  w a r  b e 
c a u s e  t h e y  c a n ’ t  b e a t  " I s r a e l ”  o n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d , 
( f r o m  A l - A m a l ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s p a p e r  o f  t h e  P h a - 
l a n g i s t  P a r t y ,  A P ,  V a n .  S u n . ,  J u n e  2 9 ,  1 9 7 7 . )  M a y 
w e  a s k  w h a t  t h e  A r a b  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  w a n t  t o  d o ? 
O b v i o u s l y  t o t a l  s u r r e n d e r  t o  t h e  U . S .  a n d  Z i o n i s t 
e n e m i e s .

T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  e l e c t i o n s  d i d  n o t 
r e s u l t  i n  a n y  b a s i c  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e 
Z i o n i s t  s t a t e  o r  t h e  U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s  o r  t h e  A r a b 
r e a c t i o n a r i e s .  W h a t  i t  d i d  s h o w ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  t h e 
t o t a l  b a n k r u p t c y  o f  Z i o n i s t  i d e o l o g y .  D e s p i t e  a l l 
t h e  I m p e r i a l i s t  a i d  a n d  c o n c e s s i o n s  g i v e n  b y  t h e 
A r a b  r e a c t i o n a r i e s ,  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  a n d 
t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  a n d  A r a b  p e o p l e s  i s 
c e r t a i n .

C o u r t e s y :  V o i c e  o f  A r a b  W o r l d

T h e  “ I s r a e l i  B e g i n s ”  "
A n y o n e  c a n  l o o k  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n  " I s r a e l i " 

w h o  i s  p u t t i n g  o n  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  k i n d 
n e s s ;  e s p e c i a l l y  s o  w h e n  a  p a r t i c u l a r 

" I s r a e l i "  i s  h i m s e l f  a  r e c o r d  o f  a l l  s o r t s  o f  c r i m i n a 
l i t i e s .  S a y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  M r .  M e n a h e m  B e g i n 
i s  n o w  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  a p p e a r .  M r .  B e g i n ,  h o w e v e r , 
s u c c e e d s  i n  a s s u m i n g  s u c h  a  p o s t u r e  o f  k i n d n e s s 
—  a n d  h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  t o  s i n c e  h e  t o o k  u p 
p r e m i e r s h i p  —  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  m a n  w i l l 
b e  s t r a n g e - l o o k i n g .

M o r e  s t r a n g e  s t i l l  i s  t h a t  t h e  B e g i n  h i s t o r y  i s 
k n o w n  f r o m  o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o  t h e  o t h e r , 
n o t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  W e s t .  A n d  f o r  a l l  t h a t  t h e  W e s t e r n 
p r o p a g a n d a  m a c h i n e  h a s  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  t o  c h u r n 
a n e w  f r e s h  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s ,  r e p h r a s i n g s ,  p e t i t i o n s 
a n d  s t o r i e s  a l l  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  e n d  t h a t  n o ,  n o t 
r e a l l y . . .  t h e  m a n  i s  j u s t  a  ' z e a l o t ' . . .  a  ' n a t i o n 
a l i s t '  w h o  l o v e s  h i s  p e o p l e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  m u c h ! 
S o m e  a r e  o u t  t o  d e s c r i b e  h i m  a s  ' h a w k i s h '  ( I I ) , 
b e i n g  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  ' d o v e s '  ( I I ) ,  a n d  t o  c o n d e m n 
h i s ,  o h !  e x t r e m i s m .  O t h e r s  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  m a n  i s 
a  m i g h t y  t e r r o r i s t  a n d  e v e n  a  f a n a t i c ,  a n d  m e n t i o n 
o n e  o f  t h e  e x t e r m i n a t i o n  t a s k s  h e  l e d  i n  t h e  f a 
m o u s  D e i r  Y a s s i n  v i l l a g e  m a s s a c r e .  Y e t  a l l  o f  t h e m 
w h e t h e r  f o r ,  a g a i n s t  o r  i n  b e t w e e n ,  a g r e e  o n  o n e 
m a j o r  t h i n g :  t h a t  M r ,  B e g i n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  " p r o 
m i n e n t  h e r o e s "  w h o  l e d  " I s r a e l ’ s  w a r  o f  i n d e p e n d 
e n c e " !  W e l l ,  i f  p l a n t i n g  t h e  i l l e g a l  ' I s r a e l '  i n t o  t h e 
h e a r t  o f  t h e  A r a b  n a t i o n  a n d  p e r p e t r a t i n g  m a s 
s a c r e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e a c e f u l  A r a b s  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d 
a  " w a r  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e " ,  t h e n ,  w h y  n o t  a l s o  c a l l 
B e g i n  a  " s a i n t "  o r  a  " l a m b " ? !

A l t h o u g h  B e g i n  d o e s  n o t  d i f f e r  a  j o t  f r o m  t h e 
p r e v i o u s  e i g h t  Z i o n i s t  p r e m i e r s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  i m p o r t a n t 
t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' h a w k s '  a r e  l e s s  s e n s i t i v e 
t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s  f o r  s c a n d a l s ;  a  r e a s o n  w h y  p e r h a p s

j a r g o n i z i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  d o v e s  a n d  h a w k s  c a n  b e 
p r e t t y  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  ' I s r a e l i s ’  s o m e t i m e s ;  i n  a d d i 
t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  p r o j e c t i n g  a n  i m a g e  o f  d e m o 
c r a c y .  R a b i n  c a n  e a s i l y  d e c l a r e  t h e  K a d u m  s e t t l e 
m e n t  i n  t h e  W e s t  B a n k ,  a s  i l l e g a l ,  b u t  h e  w o u l d 
n o t  m o v e  a  f i n g e r  t o  d o  a n  a c t u a l  t h i n g ,  t h o u g h 
t h e  ' I s r a e l i s *  a l l e g e  t h e y  r e m o v e d  t h e  s q u a t t e r s . 
S i m i l a r l y  w o u l d  a n y  o t h e r  ' d o v e '  w i t h  a  d a s h  o f 
p r o g r e s s i v e n e s s  c r y  o u t  l o u d  a g a i n s t  t h e  G u s h 
E m u n i u m  H i t  G r o u p ,  l o o k  w o r r i e d ,  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d 
e v e n  s n e e r ,  b u t  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  a c t i o n  a l l  h e 
w o u l d  d o  i s  t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  b e  d o n e , 
Y o u  s e e ,  d e m o c r a c y !  B e g i n ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a n d 
i n d e e d  f o r  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f  s o m e .  A r a b s ,  i s 
b l u n t l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d :  h e  d e c l a r e s  t o  y o u r  f a c e 
t h a t  " I s r a e l  w i l l  l i b e r a t e  a l l  A r a b  l a n d s " ,  o r  t o  b e 
m o r e  p r e c i s e ,  ' I s r a e l '  w i l l  g o  o n  k i l l i n g  A r a b s  a n d 
o c c u p y i n g  l a n d s  t o  d o o m s d a y .  J u s t  d a r e  a n d  o b 
j e c t .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  h e  w o u l d  a s k  f o r  a  " t r u e 
p e a c e "  s e t t l e m e n t !

I t  i s  n o  s e c r e t  t h a t  M r .  B e g i n  i s  a  p o t e n t i a l 
k i l l e r .  Y e t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  B e g i n 
" h a r d - l i n e r "  i s  j u s t  a n  e x c e p t i o n  o r  a  l a b e l  o f  a 
f e w  s i m i l a r  p e o p l e  i n  ' I s r a e l ' ,  t h e y  a r e  i n d u l g i n g  i n 
a  c r u e l  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n .  Y e s ,  a  s o - c a l l e d  ' m o d e r a t e ' 
l i k e  M r .  R a b i n  c o u l d  r e t a i n  o c c u p i e d  A r a b  l a n d s , 
p r e p a r e  t o  o c c u p y  m o r e ,  d e c l a r e  i n t e n t i o n s  f o r 
' p e a c e ’  a n d  m o r e o v e r ,  a p p e a r  ' j u s t i f i e d ' .  Y e t  n o 
' I s r a e l i '  w h a t s o e v e r  c o u l d  s o u n d  c o n v i n c i n g  i f  h e 
d a r e s  r e f u t e  o r  j u s t i f y  t h e  d a i l y  k i l l i n g ,  t o r t u r i n g 
a n d  e x p e l l i n g  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A r a b s .  I t  i s  t i m e 
e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  ' I s r a e l i s '  a r e 
j u s t  v a r i a t i o n s  o n  t h e  B e g i n  c a s e . -

T h e  ' I s r a e l i  B e g i n s '  e v e n  t u r n e d  t h e  w h o l e 
c a s e  f r o m  a  b l u n t  o c c u p a t i o n  i n t o  a  q u e s t i o n  o f 
' s t r u g g l i n g . f o r  l i b e r a t i o n ,  h e r o i s m ,  s u r v i v a l '  a n d 
w h a t  h a v e  y o u .



The Babylonian and Arab 
Contribution to 
Astrology and Astronomy

by Sherif Yusuf

T he belief in a connec
tion between heavenly 
bodies (sun, moon and 

planets) and the life of human 
beings has played an important 
part in human history. For long 
ages astrology was identified, 
and the belief in it is found in 
a developed form among the an
cient Sumerians and Babylon
ians, and directly or indirectly, 
through the Babylonians this’ be
lief spread to  other nations.

The history of astrology can 
inow be traced to the earliest 
phases of Babylon history 3000 
B.C. In Babylonia as in Assyria 
astrology took its place in the 
official cult as one of the two 
chief means at the disposal of 
the priest for ascertaining the 
will and intention of the gods; 
the other being the inspection 
of the liver of the sacrificial ani-

Even at the present day astro
logy influences many minds. To 
such believers in astrology man's 
life and happiness are largely 
dependent upon phenomena in 
the heavens. In the early age of 
culture, it was a natural step for 
priests to perfect a theory o f 'a 
complete accord between the 
phenomena observed in the hea
vens and the occurrences on the 
earth.

To the Babylonians moon and 
sun had divine powers, and same 
held good of the planets. Of the 
planets five were recognized: 
Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Mercury 
and Mars. These five planets

were identified with the great 
gods: Jupiter with Marduk, Ve
nus with the goddess Ishtar, 
Saturn with Ninib, Mercury with 
Nebo and Mars with Nergal. The 
moon-god was called Sin and the 
sun-god Shamash. The move
ments of the sun, moon and the 
five planets were regarded as 
representing the activity of the 
gods in question.

If, therefore, one could cor
rectly read and interpret the acti
vity o f these powers, one knew 
what the gods were going to 
bring about. The Babylonian 
priests accordingly addressed 
themselves to the task of per
fecting a system of interpreta
tion of the phenomena to be ob
served in the heavens. And it 
was natural that the system was 
extended from the moon, sun 
and the five planets to the more 
prominent and recognizable fixed 
stars.

The system involved not me
rely the movements of these 
planets, but also the observa
tion o f their relative position to 
one another and to all kinds of 
peculiarities noted at any point 
in the course of their move
ments. To all these phenomena 
some significance was attached, 
the most significant being the 
eclipse of the moon. In this way 
a mass of traditional interpreta
tion of all kinds of observed phe
nomena was gathered, and these 
became a guide to the priest for 
all times.

The astronomical knowledge 
which accompanied early Baby
lonian astrology was essentially 
of empirical character. As early 
as in the days of Hammurabi 
(2000 B.C.) the combination ol 
prominent groups of stars with 
outlines of pictures was fantas
tically put together. The theory 
of the ecliptic as representing 
the course of the sun through 
years, divided among 12 cons 
tellations with a measurement of 
30 degrees to each division, is 
aslo of Babylonian origin. Simi
larly, the other accomplishments 
of Babylonian astronomers, such 
as their system of moon calcula
tions and the drawing up of pla
netary tablets of moon belong to 
them.

The middle of the 4th century 
B.C. was definitely fixed as the 
period when Babylonian astro
logy began its triumphal march 
to the West, invading the domain 
of Greek and Roman culture and 
destined to exercise a strong 
hold on all nations, more parti
cularly Egypt, that came within 
the sphere of Greek and Roman 
influence.

From Babylonians the Greeks 
derived their first notions of as
tronomy. They copied the Baby
lonian ’ asterisms, appropriated 
Babylonian knowledge of the

planets and their courses, and 
learned to predict eclipses. This 
is a cycle of 18 years 11 days, or 
223 lunations discovered at un
known epoch in Chaldaea. Re
cords dating from the reign of 
Sargon of Akkad (3800 B.C.) 
imply that even then the varying 
aspects of the sky had been 
long under expert observation.

The . Babylonian computers 
were not only aware of the fact 
that Venus returns in almost 
exactly 8 years to a given start
ing point in the sky. but they 
were also able to establish simi
lar periodic relations in 46, 
59. 79 and 83 years respectively 
for Mercury. Saturn, Mars and 
Jupiter.

Subsequently, in the hands of 
the Greeks and Egyptians both 
astrology and astronomy were 
carried far beyond the limits at
tained by the Babylonians. The

combination of the two fields 
seems to grow more complete 
with each age until we reach the 
threshold of modern science.

During Abbasid Period

The Arabs, during the Abbasid 
period, not only assimilated the 
classical heritage of Greece and 
the ancient lore of India and 
Persia, but also adapted both to 
their own need and ways of 
thinking. In astrology Abu-Ma- 
shar, who lived and worked in 
Baghdad, was the most disting
uished figure. Apart from his be
lief in astral influence as the 
cause of birth, events of life and 
death of everything, he communi
cated to the West the law of 
tides, which in a treatise he ex
plained on the basis of the rela
tions to moon's rising and set
ting.

The scientific study of astro
nomy was begun under the in
fluence of an Indian work, the 
Sindhind (Siddhanta), brought 
to Baghdad in the year 771. The 
Greek influence ranked first in 
importance. An early translation 
of Ptolemy's Almagest was car
ried by several astronomers. In 
connection with his school, the 
Bayt-al-Hikmah, Caliph al-Mamun 
erected at Baghdad an astrono
mical observatory. Here the Ca
liph's astronomers not only made 
systematic observation of the 
celestial movements, but also ar
rived at remarkably precise re
sults.

Al-Marnun's astronomers per
formed one of the most delicate 
geodetic operations —  the mea
suring of the length of a terrestr
ial degree. The object was to 
determine the size of the earth 
and its circumference on the as
sumption that the earth was 
round.



Ths cosmic dimension of Isla
mic rites, especially the daily 
prayers, brought into focus the 
importance of astronomy for the 
religious community. The time of 
the daily prayers had to oe deter
mined throughout the year for 
every geographical latitude and 
longitude where there were faith
ful Moslems, and the direction 
for the prayers facing Mecca had 
to be determined again for every 
locality where the prayers were 
performed

The instrument spread later 
into Europe and was the fore
runner of the mechanical clock. 
A comparative study reveals the 
strong influence of Islamic instru
ments upon those used by Eu
ropean astronomers. The astro
labe was introduced into Europe 
by the Arabs as early as A.D 
700. Marine s astro’abe was the 
instrument used by Columbus 
With the tables of sun s declina
tion he could calculate his lati
tude by meridian altitudes of the 
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POETRY by Abd

To Rafael Alberti
The last child in exile, weeping for Madrid.
Singing the five of the Spanish exiled dead poets: Lorca-Machado. 
The last giant in his coat weeping 
Under the Polar Star 
Under under the snow.
We stood by the light post, and "Rome was looking fot Rome,” 
I called you: Alberti!



self shouting loudly. Sadly did he realise that his 
voice was very feeble. Notwithstanding that, he 
continued crying out as hard as he could:

"AGAINST OCCUPATION!"
"AGAINST ENEMIES!"
"AGAINST... AGAINST...".
He was unable to know for where the demon

strators were heading; at what street, the number 
of the demonstrators . He was just walking to
gether with them from street to street, from square 
to square. He was aspiring to see his child awake 
to help him know the places and all the other 
things. She. some moments later, awakened trem
bling and trying to behold nothing.

"Oh. my child!"
She opened one eye and saw multitudes of 

people shouting loudly; she saw dust mixing with 
sunbeams:

"Is this war? Has her grandfather fled with 
her to a safe place as he had done before?"

"N o ...”
She raised her head, bringing it nearer to  her 

granfather’s and whispered:
"Grandfather...
He answered in a low and feeble voice:
"Get up... How dare you sleep and all 

people...?’
Fully awake, she began talking:
"W e are in a large square, grandfather."
She hardly could stop crying, for she found 

no end of the throngs of people. She then wept

bitterly and dried her tears. Listening to some
body’s speech, she noticed that her grandfather 
was also weeping.

"W hy are you weeping, grandfather?!", she 
enquired.

He uttered no word for he was unable to ex
press his depths which exploded with feelings 
that could not be calmed down or tamed. The old 
man found at a city far-off from his village bro
thers so ebullient that no force whatever it might 
be could put their enthusiasm out. That feeling of 
union made the child soar high. The old man con
tinued shouting:

"W ith blood... with blood".
It occurred to the child, while smiling, that she 

would never forget the war calamities; her father’s 
murder, the flee from the village, guns bombard
ment... These pictures would never fade away 
from her mind.

"From now on, I won’t be afraid... I must not 
run away", wondered she.

On their way back, she was shouting loudly 
with others wishing not to go home. But. the 
grandfather said gently:

"Wonderful, difficult and never ending days 
are going surely to begin .

Translated from Arabic original by 
Hashim Gati' Lazim

A R T S
by Jassim al-Mutair

where he joined the Painting 
Section of the Academy of An. 
Finally, the Sorbonne University 
conferred on him a doctorate in 
art. His thesis was on "Iraqi 
Painting During the Islamic Mid
dle Ages".

In 1954, he returned home to 
join the Fine Arts Institute. 
Five years after he became the 
Principal of the Institute of Fine 
Arts;'and in 1961 he founded the 
first Academy of Fine Arts. He

Dr. Khalid al-Jadir’s 
Paintings acclaimed in Berlin

S
elected works of Iraqi 
painter. Dr. Khalid al- 
Jadir, were recently re

ceived in Berlin with keen in
terest.

The works, which were ex
hibited in the spacious gallery 
of the city’s important Old Mus
eum, were heralded by a flood of 
posters depicting one of the ar
tist's famous and magnificent 
paintings of a 'Nomadic Arab 
Camp’. The duration of the ex
hibition which was opened last 
April, had to be extended, due 
to  incessant flow of visitors. A r
tists, critics and journalists of 
Berlin expressed high apprecia
tion o f the works of the Iraqi 
painter.

Altogether 83 works were dis
played. They portrayed the dif
ferent aspects of the life in Iraqi

towns, villages and remote rural 
areas and reflected the 
characteristics of the Iraqi citi
zen and his love for work. Of 
these works 45 were oil paintings 
and 38 were sketches in Chinese 
ink.

One cultural magazine in the 
German Democratic Republic 
(GDR) evaluated the exhibition 
in these words: "The personality 
of artist Khalid al-Jadir is dis
tinctly reflected in his sketches 
of the life of the people of Iraq 
in villages and small towns. As 
to his artistic taste, one cannot 
help saying that it is of a high 
standard” .

Khalid al-Jadir graduated from 
Baghdad's Institute of Fine Arts 
in 1946. A  year later, he obtained 
the diploma of the faculty of law. 
Thereafter, he left fo r Paris,

represented Iraqi artists in the 
UNESCO in 1959. He was later 
elected President of the Iraqi 
Artists Association.

Dr. al-Jadir held many ex
hibitions inside and outside Iraq. 
His exhibitions abroad which 
began in 1959 were held in the 
GDR. Czechoslovakia, Romania. 
Denmark, Algeria. Saudi Arabia. 
Belgium, France. China, India. 
Poland and the USA. In all these 
places, his works won the in
terest and respect of the visitors 
and many articles and studies 
were written about him.

The recent exhibition in Berlin 
clearly reflected the originality of 
the people of Iraq and their deter
mination to build a new life. The 
works of Dr. al-Jadir are known 
to be closely connected with the 
unique traditions of his people. 
They are also characterized by a 
conspicuous illustration of the 
life of craftsmen, a deep sense 
o f the beauty of nature and a 
genuine love for popular heritage 
and Baghdad's old quarters.
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The city was located at a 
point where the Euphrates and 
the Tigris approached within 
twenty miles of one another. It 
was in the eighth century that 
the navigable Isa Canal was built 
joining the Euphrates with the 
Tigris at the gates of Baghdad. 
Thus the products of Syria could 
reach the capital by water down 
the Euphrates, in the same man
ner that the trade with India and 
the Arabian Gulf came up the 
Tigris. The main land route from 
the east to the rest of the cali
phate passed through the loca

culture to the Indian culture, the 
winds of the west and the east 
melted in the cultural pot of the 
Arabs. Inheriting all the ancient 
civilizations in the Mediterranean, 
Islam opened her heart to the 
people and cultures of her far- 
flung homeland.

Mansur, the builder of Bagh
dad and the founder of the Arab 
Islamic science is still remem
bered in the Baghdad of today. 
A carving of his head, executed 
by al-Rahal, a Baghdadi sculp
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