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Zionism
as a  Racist Ideology

The Resolution passed by the U.N. General 
Assembly considering Zionism a form of racism 
has evoked world-wide repercussions. In fact, this 
decision underlines the importance of an in-depth 
analysis of the Zionist phenomenon which formed 
the basis of colonial-settlement in Palestine. This 
study focuses on Zionism as a racist ideology and 
therefore requires, at the outset, a definition of both 
ideology and racism.

1. IDEOLOGY

We can say that there are various trends in 
defining the concept of "ideology". According to 
Adam Schaff, these definitions may be generally 
divided into three categories: genetic, structural and 
functional.

The genetic definition underlines the environ­
mental factors leading to and accompanying

the emergence of an ideology.
— The structural definition springs from the fea­

tures distinguishing one ideology from another 
from the viewpoint of logic and epistemology; 
in other words, the judgements and proposi­
tions that set one ideology apart from other 
ideologies on the one hanu, and from other 
intellectual structures, such as scientific theo­
ries, on the other.

— Finally, the functional definition focuses on. 
and draws attention to, the functions of ideo­
logy vis-a-vis society, social groups and indi­
viduals.

Adam Schaff tended to adopt the functional 
definition of ideology, regarding it as the most des­
criptive and neutral. As such, this definition might 
prove to be the most acceptable to different points 
of view. In this light, Schaff suggests the follow­
ing definition: "Ideology is a pattern of ideas which, 
by being based on a specific set of values, serves 
to delineate the orientations and conduct of men
in relation to  the development of society, social 
groups or individuals".

Though this functional definition might be ac­
ceptable on general terms, in that it is applicable 
to Zionism as well as to other ideologies, Adam 
Schaff's exclusion of genetic and structural defini­
tions is not acceptable, for it is not sufficient to 
solely indicate the function or functions of a given 
ideology. Rather, it becomes necessary, particularly 
in a critical context, to define the genetic origins 
of the ideology under discussion. We also have to 
bring out the basic intellectual components. This 
applies in particular to Zionism We cannot under­
stand the functions of Zionism in relation to Zionist 
groups without determining its origins and internal 
structure.

2. RACISM

Racism is based on the central idea that a cer­
tain race of people is naturally superior to others. 
The distinguishing characteristics of the chosen 
group are usually defined on physical bases, i.e. 
physiogonomy, or on purely cultural bases of that 
chosen group. In addition, there exists a number of 
attributes and values which are often regarded as 
marks of superiority and distinction: like military 
ingenuity, technological superiority or, as the Zion­
ists claim, divine predestination, leading them to 
regard themselves as God’s chosen people. The 
racists, more often than not, claim that the race to 
which they belong is superior from the biological 
viewpoint, which superiority shall continue for

Nazism, which is one of the most prominent 
racist ideologies of modern times, had set itself the 
task of achieving a world peace, "based on the 
victorious sword of a race of masters which shall 
put the world in the service of a superior civiliza­
tion. Japan, before its defeat in World War II. also 
based its extreme nationalism and expansionist 
policy on a nationalist-racist myth.

Africa is a further example of the manner in 
which racism is attempting to create unbridgeable 
gulfs between the white colonial rulers and the 
indigenous black population. Sarah Millen, writing 
on South Africa in the ‘twenties’, declared that 
"the gap between black and white had become too 
wide to  be filled". Similar ideas may also be found 
among ultra-Zionist thinkers who believe that there 
are basic differences between Jews and Gentiles, 
hence the predominant psychological attitude am­
ong the Jews and their mistrust of anyone or any­
thing non-Jewish.

Racism has been employed to justify a diverse 
range of economic, political and social situations. 
In reading of the early days of American colonialism, 
for example, one may discern that the American 
society, which was dominated by powerful religious 
tendencies at the time, had to search for a justi­
fication for the system of slavery imposed on neg­
roes, particularly after the latters' conversion to 
Christianity. As the Christian faith does not allow 
one Christian to possess and enslave another, 
racism became a handy justification of enslavement 
on the premises that negroes were a race inferior 
to the whites, which renders enslavement justi­
fiable; and, as someone stated with formidable 
candour that property is property, and it  is there­
fore in no need of protection by reasonable pre­
texts. It is worth noting in this context that German 
racists had often spoken badly of the Japanese in 
their mention of the "Yellow Danger" describing 
them as "trained monkeys". But when political ex­
pediencies made it necessary to include Japan in 
the axis-group, German anthropologists unaba­
shedly stepped forward to say that the Japanese 
belonged, after all, to the Aryan race.

Modern racist ideology derives its origins from 
the writings of the French author, Count De 
Gobineau, who, in 1855, published a famous work 
entitled "Essai sur ITn6galit6 des Races Humaines” . 
De Gobineau’s racist theory saw the real causes 
of the rise and fall of societies and human civiliza­
tion not in economic, political, religious or social 
circumstances, but only in racial factors. Gobineau 
also held that the human race could only be classi­
fied into superior and inferior. Whereas the former 
was capable of progress, the latter was con­
demned to eternal backwardness.
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G o b i n e a u s  t h e o r y  w a s  t a k e n  u p  b y  s o m e 
o t h e r  w r i t e r s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  c h i e f  a m o n g  w h o m 
w a s  C h a m b e r l a i n  i n  h i s  b o o k  T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e 
1 9 t h  C e n t u r y ,  t h e  F r e n c h  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  a n d  b i o ­
l o g i s t ,  V .  d e  l a  B o u g e ,  a n d  t h e  G e r m a n  a n t h r o p o l o ­
g i s t  O t t o  A m u n .

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o d e r n  r a c i s m  e m a n a t e d  f r o m 
G o b i n e a u ' s  i d e a s  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  C e n t u r y  i s  b y  n o 
m e a n s  a  c o i n c i d e n c e .  W e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h e 
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  t h a t  i d e a s  d o  n o t  c r o p  u p .  d e v e l o p 
a n d  m a t u r e  i n  a  v a c u u m .  T h e y  h a v e  t o  b e  l i n k e d 
t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  m o m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e 
t y p e  o f  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y . 
I f  w e  a d o p t  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  w e  s h o u l d  r e c o g n i z e 
t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r a c i s t  i d e o l o g y  c c r r e s - 
p o n d s  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o l o n i a l i z a t i o n  o f 
t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d .  T h u s  t h e  n e e d  a r o s e  t o  c o n t r i v e 
a  c o v e r - u p  f o r  j u s t i f y i n g  t h i s  c o l o n i a l  s y s t e m .  H e n c e 
t h e  c l a i m s  l i k e  ‘ t h e  w h i t e  m a n ' s  b u r d e n '  t o  c i v i l i z e 
b a c k w a r d  n a t i o n s  a n d  s i m i l a r  f o r m u l a e  w e r e  m e a n t 
a s  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r o c e s s .

T h e  a b o v e  s e r v e s  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  c l o s e  a s ­
s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  r a c i s m  a n d  c o l o n i a l i s m .  I t  i s 
s m a l l  w o n d e r  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  Z i o n i s m ,  a s  a  r a c i s t 
i d e o l o g y ,  w a s  t h e  m o v i n g  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  f o r  s e t t l e r ­
c o l o n i a l i s m  i n  P a l e s t i n e .

F O R M A T I O N  O F  R A C I S T  I S R A E L I  S O C I E T Y

T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  J e w i s h 
s o c i e t y  i n  P a l e s t i n e  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f 
Z i o n s t  g r o u p s  w h i c h  w e r e  f o r m i n g  i n  E a s t  a n d 
C e n t r a l  E u r o p e  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y . 
T h e s e  Z i o n i s t  g r o u p s  o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s l o g a n 
t h a t  " n o  p r o p e r  J e w i s h  l i f e  c o u l d  b e  l e d  i n  a n y 
s o c i e t y  o u t s i d e  P a l e s t i n e " .  Z i o n i s m  h e l d  t h a t  l i f e 
i n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  m o d e r n  E u r o p e a n  s o c i e t i e s  c o u l d 
l e a d  t h e  J e w s  t o  b e  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  s p i r i t u a l  a n d 
c u l t u r a l  o p p r e s s i o n  ( r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  d i s a p p e a r ­
a n c e  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  w a y  o f  l i f e ,  u n d e r 
t h e  y o k e  o f  m o d e r n  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s y s ­
t e m s ) ,  a n d  p h y s i c a l  e x t i n c t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  " a b s o l u t e 
a s s i m i l a t i o n "  i n  s o c i e t y .  T h u s  Z i o n i s m  c l a i m e d 
t h a t  o n l y  i n  P a l e s t i n e  c o u l d  a p p e a r  a  m o d e r n  J e w ­
i s h  s o c i e t y ,  t h r o u g h  a  b l e n d i n g  o f  J u d a i s m  a n d 
h u m a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a t  l a r g e ,  o r  b y  a  m i x t u r e  o f 
t r a d i t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i t y .

J e w i s h  s o c i e t y  i n  P a l e s t i n e  a d o p t e d  a  w e l l - 
r o u n d e d  i d e o l o g y ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  s e t  p a t t e r n  o f 
c o h e r e n t  i d e a s ,  a n d  m o u l d e d  t h e m  i n t o  o n e  o v e r a l l 
g u i d i n g  n o r m .  T h e  " p i o n e e r i n g  i d e o l o g y " ,  s p u r r e d 
o n  t h e  p i o n e e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  i n  r e a l i t y  t h e  s p e a r ­
h e a d  o f  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  Z i o n i s m 
w e n t  t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  p r e s e n t  a n  i d e a l  i m a g e

E v e n  o l d  A r a b  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a r c  l e f t  h o m e l e s s  t o  t h e 
m e r c y  o f  n a t u r e !
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s e i z u r e  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  l a n d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x p l o i t  i t 
a n d  w r e s t  i t  f r o m  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  g e n t i l e s , 
n a m e l y  t h e  A r a b s .  T h e  Z i o n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  s t r o v e 
t o  g i v e  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a n 
e c o n o m i c  c o n n o t a t i o n .  B y  c o n q u e r i n g  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e 

- J e w  p u r i f i e d  h i m s e l f ,  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  t h e  p a r a s i t i c 
b e h a v i o u r  t o  w h i c h  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  s o  a c c u s t o m e d 
i n  t h e  D i a s p o r a ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  f o r  m a n y 
g e n e r a t i o n s  f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i n d u s t r y  a n d  v a r i o u s 
p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Y e t ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t  t o 
e m p h a s i z e  t h e  t e r r o r i s t i c  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f 
A r a b  l a n d  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  T h e  l a n d  w a s  n o t  p u r c h a s e d 
f r o m  i t s  o w n e r s ,  n o r  w a s  i t  a c q u i r e d  b y  d e c e p t i v e 
m e a n s .  I t  w a s  f o r c i b l y  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s 
b y  t h e  H a g a n a .  T h u s ,  7 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a 
o f  P a l e s t i n e  w a s  s e i z e d  i n  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r .  i . e . 
i n  1 9 4 8 .

b .  M O N O P O L I Z A T I O N  O F  T H E  L A B O U R 
M A R K E T

Z i o n i s t  c o l o n i a l i s m  i n  P a l e s t i n e  w a s  n o t  o n l y 
o f  t h e  s e t t l e r - t y p e ,  b u t  a l s o  a  s u b s t i t u t i n g  o n e .  I n 
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m  a s p i r e d  —  i n 
o r d e r  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  d r e a m  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  p u r e  J e w i s h

s t a t e  —  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  A r a b s  o f  P a l e s t i n e  b y  J e w s . 
C o n q u e s t  o f  l a n d  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d 
h a d  t o  b e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  o f 
t h e  l a b o u r  m a r k e t .  T h e  l a t t e r  w a s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e 
r a c i s t  e c o n o m i c  f a c e t  o f  Z i o n i s t  s e t t l e r - c o l o n i a l i s m , 
c a m o u f l a g e d  w i t h  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  m a s k .  S o m e  o f 
t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h i s  l i n e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  Z i o n ­
i s t  t h i n k e r  J o r d a n ,  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  J e w i s h  w o r k e r 
s h o u l d  w o r k  f o r  w o r k ' s  o w n  s a k e .  L a b o u r ,  i n  p a r t i ­
c u l a r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  m a n u a l  w o r k , 
h a s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  f o s t e r i n g  t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  J e w 
a n d  t h e  l a n d ,  a  b o n d  o f  w h i c h  t h e  J e w  h a d  b e e n 
d e p r i v e d  f o r  m a n y  g e n e r a t i o n s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e 
p a r a s i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  h e  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e 
u p  i n  t h e  D i a s p o r a .

A p a r t  f r o m  a l l  t h e s e  a b s t r a c t  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e 
p u r i t y  a n d  i n d i s p e n s a b i l i t y  o f  w o r k  i n  r e v i v i n g  a 
J e w ’ s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m a n u a l  l a b o u r 
r e v e a l e d  i t s e l f  a s  a  r a c i s t  o n e  i n  t h a t  i t  e n t a i l e d ,  o n 
t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e  i n t r o v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  J e w s  a n d , 
o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  d e n i a l  o f  w o r k  t o  t h e  A r a b s  a n d  f o r c ­
i n g  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  m a r k e t .

c .  T A K E - O V E R  O R  S E L F - D E F E N C E

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s 
o f  t h e  s l o g a n  o f  s e l f - d e f e n c e ,  a s  e x p o u n d e d  i n  t h e 
i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Z i o n i s t  s e t t l e r s .  C o n q u e s t  o f 
l a n d  a n d  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o u r - m a r k e t  m e a n t 
w r e s t i n g  A r a b  l a n d  f r o m  i t s  o w n e r s ,  t h u s  w e a k e n ­
i n g  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a b o u r - m a r k e t  b y 
p r o p a g a t i n g  t h e  s l o g a n  o f  J e w i s h  l a b o u r .

T h i s  o b v i o u s l y  e n t a i l e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o ­
v o k i n g  t h e  A r a b s '  r e s i s t a n c e .  H e n c e ,  t h e  a b o v e - 
m e n t i o n e d  p r i n c i p l e  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  A r a b s  m u s t  n o t 
b e  t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  Z i o n i s t  s e t t l e m e n t 
o r  Z i o n i s t  i n t e r p r i s e s .  O n l y  Z i o n i s t  g u a r d s  s h o u l d 
t a k e  o n  t h i s  v i t a l  j o b .

d .  M O N O P O L I Z A T I O N  O F  P R O D U C T I O N

A f t e r  l a n d ,  l a b o u r  a n d  s e l f - d e f e n c e ,  t h e r e 
c o m e s ,  i n  a  n a t u r a l  s e q u e n c e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f 
m o n o p o l i z i n g  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  m e a n s  b o y c o t t i n g 
A r a b  p r o d u c t s  a n d  b a n n i n g  a n y  d e a l i n g s  w i t h 
A r a b s .  T h e  H i s t a d r u t  p l a y e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  r o l e  i n 
i m p o s i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  J e w i s h  l a b o u r ,  o f  b o y c o t ­
t i n g  A r a b  p r o d u c t s  a n d  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  o n l y  J e w i s h 
p r o d u c t s .

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  o f  Z i o n i s t  c o l o n i a l 
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P a l e s t i n e ,  r a c i s m  p l a y e d  a  p r o m i n e n t 
r o l e  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h i s  J e w i s h  s o c i e t y .  T h i s 
f o u n d  i t s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  a s s e r t i o n ,  b y  v a r i o u s 
m e a n s ,  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  a t  t h e 
e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  A r a b s .



President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, Secretary of the Arab Baath Socialist Party, Regional Leadership, and Mr. 
Saddam Hussein, Deputy Secretary of the A.B.S.P. and Vice Chairman of the Revolution Command Council are 
being received by the founding leader Mr. Michel Aflaq and Mr. Shibli al-Aysami, Assistant Secretary General 
of the National Leadership of the A.B.S.P., on the occasion of ’Id al-Adha.

Mr. Saddam Hussein, Vice Chairman of the Revolution Command 
Sanko Todorov.

Council receiving the Bulgarian Premier Mr.

Dr. Zaid Haider, Member of the A.B.S.P. National Leadership, incharge of the Foreign Relations Bureau, 
receiving a Soviet Party delegation led by Mr. Flaslov, Candidate Member of the Politbureau of the Soviet 
Communist Party.

Dr. Izzat Mustafa, RCC Member and Chairman of the Higher Council for Adult Education and Eradication of 
Illiteracy opening the symposium of Arab experts on eradication of illiteracy in the Arab homeland.



information. This is a result of the fear that the 
values, which the Israeli authorities have been 
pounding into the minds of the Israeli youth, might 
be undermined if the latter should have the chance 
of comparison on a wider scale.
v By propagating the fear of the assimilation of 

Israelis into other societies or the needs of security 
measures, imposed by the military situation with 
the Arab countries, a cultural blockade has in fact 
been set up around the Israeli youth. Nonetheless, 
quite a few have managed to slip out to go abroad 
and settle, particularly in the United States.

This cultural blockade has led to an aversion 
against any criticism of political and social practices 
in the Israeli society, to xenophobia, to ideological 
fanaticism as well as to wide discrepancies bet­
ween theory and practice in the enforcement of the 
law. The above-mentioned phenomena resulted in 
fanaticism and racial discrimination within the 
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Tamarin considers this law as the most reac­
tionary for these reasons:
a. The law encourages racism by prohibiting 

mixed marriages between Jews and non»Jews. 
as well as between Jews and certain other 
Jewish groups. As such, it constitutes a gler* 
ing violation of Paragraph 2 of the UN . Ooe* 
laration on Human Rights. From a socio- 
psychological point of view, this law consti­
tutes a source for fanaticism. It also influences 
the non-religious segments of the Israeli 
society by fostering an aversion towards Gen­
tiles.

b. The law allows the formation of an independ­
ent group of theocratic judges not bound by 
the laws of the state. At the same time it 
discriminates against women by disqualifying 
them from becoming judges. It also discri­
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c a r r y  o u t  i t s  m i l i t a r y  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c i e s  e f f e c ­
t i v e l y ,  p r e c i s e l y  a n d  p r a g m a t i c a l l y .  O n e  m a y  a r g u e 
h e r e  t h a t  J i e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e 
I s r a e l i  m a s s e s ,  s u c h  a s  s u s p i c i o n ,  r e j e c t i o n ,  a g g r e s ­
s i v e n e s s  a g a i n s t  A r a b s  a n d  t h e  n o n - J e w i s h  w o r l d , 
a s  w e l l  a s  a g a i n s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e 
I s r a e l i  r u l i n g  e l i t e  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  i t  i s  o f 
t h e  I s r a e l i  p u b l i c ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y 
t h i s  e l i t e .

G r a n t i n g  t h e  f a c t ,  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  s o c i o ­
p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  t h a t  e a c h  n a t i o n  h a s  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  t h a t  t h e  r u l i n g 
e l i t e  w o u l d  n e c e s s a r i l y  s h a r e  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
E v e n  i f  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  e l i t e ' s  d e c i s i o n s 
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t i v e 
p o w e r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  g e o ­
g r a p h i c a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s .

T h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  f a c t  i s  b e s t  r e v e a l e d  b v 
t h e  E i c h m a n  T r i a l  i n  I s r a e l .  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h i s 
T r i a l  b r o u g h t  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e 
I s r a e l i  e l i t e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n  I s r a e l i 
i d e n t i t y  w h i c h  i s  s t r o n g l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  J e w i s h 
i d e n t i t y  —  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  r e g a r d s  s u s p i c i o n  o f  n o n ­
J e w s  —  a n d ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
s t a t e  o f  I s r a e l i s  w h o ,  f o r  m a n y  r e a s o n s ,  a r e  n o 
l o n g e r  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f o s t e r i n g  t i e s  w i t h  J e w s 
l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  I s r a e l .

i n  h e r  E i c h m a n  i n  I s r a e l ,  w h i c h  p r o v o k e d  t h e 
w r a t h  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  r u l i n g  e l i t e ,  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n 
J e w i s h  r e s e a r c h e r ,  H a n n a h  A r n d t ,  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t 
t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e  p u t  o n  t r i a l  n o t  E i c h m a n  t h e  i n d i v i d ­
u a l ,  b u t  E i c h m a n  t h e  s y m b o l .  T h i s  i s  r e v e a l e d  b y 
B e n  G u r i o n ’ s  d e c l a r a t i o n  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  E i c h m a n ' s 
t r i a l :  " T h e  p e r s o n  w h o  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  t r a p  a n d  i s 
a b o u t  t o  f a c e  a  h i s t o r i c  t r i a l  i s  n o t  a  m e r e  i n d i v i d ­
u a l ,  n o r  e v e n  t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a z i  s y s t e m . 
W h a t  i s  n o w  o n  t r i a l  i s  t h e  a n t i - S e m i t i c  i d e o l o g y 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r l d " .

D a n i e l  B e l l ,  i n  h i s  " A B C  o .  J u s t i c e " ,  l i s t e d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  m o t i v e s  b e h i n d  t h e  E i c h m a n  t r i a l .  I n  h i s 
c r i t i c i s m  o f  A r n d t  b o o k ,  B e l l  t h i n k s  t h e  m o t i v e s 
a i m e d  t h a t :

1 .  T h e  w o r l d  s h o u l d  b e  a  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  f a t e  o f 
J e w s .

2 .  T h e  I s r a e l i  e l i t e  w a n t e d  t o  a r o u s e  i n  t h e  n a ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a  s e n s e  o f  g u i l t ,  t h e r e b y  i m ­
p e l l i n g  t h e m  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  I s r a e l

3 .  T h e y  f u r t h e r  m e a n t  t o  g i v e  t h e  I s r a e l i  J e w s  a 
p r o o f  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  l i f e  l e d  b y  t h e  J e w ' ,  i n 
t h e  D i a s p o r a ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  b e i n g  a  m i n o n t y 
g r o u p .

4 .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v e  t o  t h e  I s r a e l i s 
t h e  s o u n d n e s s  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e 
J e w i s h  p r o b l e m .

H a n n a h  A r n d t ,  i n  h e r  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  b o o k , 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  B e n  G u r i o n  h a d  m a p p e d  o u t  t h e  w h o l e 
t r i a l  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d ,  w e l l  b e f o r e  i t  h a d 
s t a r t e d .  H e  b e t r a y e d  h i s  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f 
a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  I s r a e l i  n e w s p a p e r  " D a v a r " . 
O n e  o f  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " c o n t e m ­
p o r a r y  I s r a e l i s  w e r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  t i e s 
w i t h  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h u s  w i t h  t h e i r  h i s t o r y . 
T h e y  t h e r e f o r e  n e e d e d  t o  b e  r e m i n d e d  o f  w h a t  h a d 
b e f a l l e n  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e " .

T h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  E i c h m a n n ' s  t r i a l  b y  t h e  I s r a e l i 
r u l i n g  e l i t e  r e v e a l s  h o w  t h i s  e l i t e  i s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
s t r i v i n g  t o  f o r m  a n  I s r a e l i  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f i r m i n g  t o 
a  r a c i s t  p r o t o t y p e  w h i c h  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  m i s ­
t r u s t  a n d  r e j e c t i o n  o f  g e n t i l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a g g r e s ­
s i v e n e s s  t o w a r d s  t h e  A r a b s .  T h i s  i s  a l l  b a s e d  o n 
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r a c i s t  t h e o r y  p r o p a g a t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
J e w s  a r e  G o d ' s  c h o s e n  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s u p ­
e r i o r  a m o n g  r a c e s .

H a v i n g  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i  r u l i n g  e l i t e  h a d 
w o r k e d  o u t  a  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f 
I s r a e l i  g e n e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
r a c i s t  Z i o n i s t  i d e o l o g y ,  w e  w i l l  n o w  p r o c e e d  t o 
c i t e  c e r t a i n  I s r a e l i  s o c i a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f i e l d - 
s t u d i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s p l a y  h o w  t h i s  r e a c t i o n a r y 
s t r a t e g y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  t h r o w i n g  l i g h t  o n  t h e  b a s i c 
i m p l i c i t  a n d  e x p l i c i t  r a c i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i 
p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h e s e  t e n d e n c i e s  a r e  a l s o  c o n f i r m e d  i n 
a  n u m b e r  o f  f i e l d  s t u d i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  I s r a e l i 
p s y c h o l o g i s t  S i m o n  H e r m a n n  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  i n  h i s 
b o o k  I s r a e l i s  a n d  J e w s .  T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e 
s t u d i e s  m a y  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i n v o l v e d 
a  s a m p l e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  1 6 - 1 7  a g e - g r o u p ,  i n c l u d ­
i n g  s o m e  f i r s t - y e a r  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  H e r m a n n 
c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  m a i n  p a r t  o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h  i n  1 9 6 5 , 
w h i c h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 6 8 .

F o r  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  h i s  s t u d y ,  H e r m a n n 
p r e p a r e d  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h i c h  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o 
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  i n  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  H a i f a . 
T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t 
g r o u p s :  T h e  d e v o u t ,  w h o  r e g u l a r l y  o b s e r v e  r e l i g i o u s 
r i t e s ;  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s ,  w h o  d o  n o t  r e g u l a r l y  p r a c ­
t i s e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  f i n a l l y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o n ­
r e l i g i o u s .

H e r m a n n ' s  t h e o r e f c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  i s  r e v e a l e d 
b y  t h e  t y p e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  h e  f o r m u l a t e d  i n  h i s  s t u d y 
o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  i n  f a c t , 
c o n t a i n  b a s i c  r a c i s t  s l o g a n s  i m p l i c i t  i n  Z i o n i s m .

T h i r t e e n  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  f o r m u l a t e d  a n d  c o ­
v e r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b j e c t s :

—  T h e  I s r a e l i s  a s  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  J e w i s h 
p e o p l e .

—  T h e  I s r a e l i  s t a t e  a s  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  J e w i s h 
h i s t o r y .
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Al-Mustansiriyah

In s titu tes  and C e n tre s  of 
L ea rn in g  in O ld Baghdad

Iraq, under the Abbasid Caliph­
ate (750-1258), wrote one of 
the most brilliant chapters of its 
history. This was especially true 
under Harun al-Rashid (786- 
809) and his son al-Mamun 
(809-813). In this period the 
capital Baghdad had attained 
the zenith in glory and power and 
had become a major city of the 
world. In its heyday Baghdad 
stood alone as the rival of By- 
zantium-.

However, it is surprising that 
in old Baghdad considerably 
fewer traces are left now of 
those days of accomplishments. 
The famous circular city built by 
al-Mansur in 762 A.D. on the 
right bank of the Tigris was so 
thoroughly destroyed that hardly 
a trace of it remains and even 
the site of his famous palace 
with its green dome, the Golden 
Gate Palace, is difficult to locate.

On the opposite bank of the 
Tigris —  The east bank — a 
suburb has begun to grow up 
at Risafa. This was the nucleus 
of Modern Baghdad, and it was 
enclosed by a wall with four 
gates; the Bab al-Wastani is 
the only gate that was saved 
from destruction. It is now being 
restored and it throws interest­
ing light on the early principles 
of military defence.

The other surviving buildings 
date from the Abbasid period are 
the famous college building cal­
led al-Mustansiriyah and the Ab­
basid Palace to the south of the 
Ministry of Defence to-day. The 
ruins of both buildings are under 
restoration by the Department of 
Antiquities. The college derived 
its name from the next-to-last 
Caliph al-Mustansir (1226-1242). 
It was founded in the year 1234 
A.D. and was designed to con­
tain four large law schools for 
the four orthodox sects of Islam, 
a magnificent library, a medical 
college and a hospital.

This college was distinguished 
by some sort of a large clock.

which enabled the students to’ 
know the appointed hours for 
lectures and prayers. Further­
more, the college had its own 
commissariat and kitchens, its 
own water supply and baths.

As it stands now the building 
of this college is best seen from 
the river front where there is a 
fine Arabic inscription all along 
the facade. The admirable quality 
of the brick masonry and the 
feats performed in vaulting make 
the halls of this building as beau­
tiful as a palace.

History tells us that the first 
prominent institution for higher 
learning at Baghdad was the 
Bayt-al-Hikma (the house of 
wisdom) founded by al-Mamun 
830 A.D. Besides serving as a 
translation bureau, this institute 
functioned as an academy and 
public library, and had an obser­
vatory connected with it.

Section from the Abbasid Palace
But the other academy at 

Baghdad that became a model of 
institutions of higher learning 
was the Nizamiyah School found­
ed in 1065-7 by the enlightened

Nizam al-Mulk, the vizir of the 
Saljug Sultan, Alp Orslan and 
Malikshoh. The school made 
provision for the physical need? 
of its students, and many of 
them held endowed school- 
arships. It is claimed that cer­
tain details of its organization 
appear to have been copied by 
the early universities of Europe.

Al-Nizamiyah survived the ca­
tastrophe that befell Baghdad at 
its capture by Hulaqu in 1258, 
as it survived the later invasion 
by the Tartars, but was finally 
merged with its younger sister, 
al-Mustansiriyah, about two years 
after Timur-Lane captured Bagh­
dad in 1393 A.D.

The other surviving Abbasid 
building is known by the public 
as the Abbasid Palace and its 
style suggested to a certain his­
torian to be another institute of 
learning, founded in 1230 by 
Sharaf Aldin Ikbal al-Sharabi. the 
vizir al-Mustansir and his succes­
sor, and it is, therefore, called al- 
Sharabiya School.

Founding a school (Madrasah) 
is always considered a meritor­
ious act in Islam. This explains 
the large number of such insti­
tutions established by Abbasid 
Caliphs, vizirs and governors. Ac­
cording to one historian their 
number in Baghdad was about 
thirty, and in Mosul six or more.

Adult education was nowhere 
carried on a systematic way, but 
the mosques in almost all Mos­
lem towns served as important 
educational centres. Mosques 
also functioned as repositories 
for books. Through gifts and 
bequests mosque libraries be­
came especially rich in religious 
literature.



Marjan Mosque

HAM M URABI |

Hammurabi was no less a great king and states­
man than a lawgiver, though his name, which 
means in Babylonian language the great master 
or head of the family, went into history as one 
of the greatest lawgivers. He secured by diplomacy 
and statemanship what he had failed to secure by 
the sword. He was equiped with what present 
day political terminology calls tact and opportun-

Duing his rule of 43 years from 1792 to 1750 
B.C., he was able to bring about the un'fication of 
Mesopotamia under the rule of the Babylonians.

T h e  Proud 
L a w g iv e r  and 
T a c tfu l S ta te s ­
m an

Libraries were used as meet­
ing-places for scientific discus­
sion and debate. Literary saloons 
(Majalis al-Adab) in houses of 
the aristocracy and cultured soc­
iety began to appear early under 
the Abbasids. In the presence of 
several early caliphs poetical 
contests, religious debates and

literary conferences were often 
held.

The bookshops as a commerc­
ial and educational agency also 
make their appearance early un­
der the Abbasids. The capital 
Baghdad boosted over a hundred 
book-dealers congregated in one 
street, some of them were un­
doubtedly large enough to act as

centres for commissioners and 
bibliophiles. The book-sellers 
themselves were often calligra­
phers, copyists and literati who 
used their shops not only as 
stores but as centres for literary 
discussion also.

Sherif Yusif

The borders of this kingdom went far beyond those 
left by his father. The first Babylonian dynasty to 
which Hammurabi belonged and which came from 
the Arabian peninsula, had the greatest impact on 
the Mesopotamians, who were eastern Semites. 
According to Dr. Mahmud Al-Amin, the Iraqi ar­
chaeologist, the first Babylonian dynasty which re­
presented the western Semites had influenced the 
Mesopotamian civilization and forged an everlasting 
tie between the western Semites and ancient Iraq. 
Until our age this tie has withstood all waves of 
foreign invasions which were intended to dissociate 
eastern from western Semites.

Hammurabi carried out a large number of irri­
gation projects and made many social and adminis­
trative reforms. Among the reforms which were to 
have far-reaching effects was the standardization 
of the then valid laws, as the kingdom was made



o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s 
c u s t o m s .  B e f o r e  H a m m u r a b i ,  U r - N a m m u ,  U r u k a - 
g i n a  a n d  o t h e r s  p r o m u l g a t e d  s u c h  c o d e s .

H o w e v e r ,  H a m m u r a b i ' s  c o d e  w a s  r e g a r d e d 
a s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  c o m p l e t e  a n d 
i t  f u l l y  d e a l t  w i t h  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e  i n  B a b y l o n .  I n 
a d d i t i o n  H a m m u r a b i  t o o k  a  l o t  o u t  o f  t h e  o l d  l a w s 
o f  t h e  l a n d  a f t e r  h a v i n g  t h e m  a m e n d e d  t o  s u i t  t h e 
e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a g e . 
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  S u m e r i a n  p e n a l  s y s t e m  w h i c h 
p r o v i d e d  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n  k i n d  o r  c a s h  w a s  r e ­
p e a l e d  b y  H a m m u r a b i  a n d  r e p l a c e d  b y  d e a t h  a n d 
o t h e r  s t r i c t  p u n i s h m e n t s .

I n  t h e  l a t e  y e a r s  o f  h i s  r u l e ,  H a m m u r a b i  o r ­
d e r e d  h i s  c o d e  o f  l a w s  t o  b e  c a r v e d  o n  s t e l e s 
w h i c h  w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  t e m p l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  M e s o ­
p o t a m i a  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  r e a d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c .  O n e  o f

t h e s e  s t e l e s  w a s  f o u n d  i n  S u s a .  I t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y 
e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  S h a m a s h  t e m p l e  a t  S i p p a r .  I t  w a s 
t a k e n  t o  S u s a  b y  t h e  E l a m i t e s  i n  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n ­
t u r y  B . C .  a s  a  w a r  b o o t y .  T h i s  s t e l e  w h i c h  w a s  w e l l 
p r e s e r v e d  w a s  u n e a r t h e d  b y  t h e  F r e n c h  i n  1 9 0 1

w h o  t o o k  i t  t o  t h e  L o u v r e  M u s e u m .  I t s  r e p l i c a  i s 
d s p l a y e d  a t  t h e  I r a q i  M u s e u m .  I t  i s  2 2 5  c m .  h i g h 
a n d  6 0  c m .  i n  d i a m e t r e  a n d  r o u g h l y  c o n i c a l  i n 
s h a p e .

T h i s  s t e l e ,  w h i c h  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  p i e c e  o f  a r t 
i n  i t s e l f  i s  m a d e  o f  b l a c k  d i o r i t e .  O n  i t s  u p p e r  p a r t 
i s  a  c a r v i n g  r e p r e s e n t i n g  S h a m a s h  t h e  g r e a t  g o d 
s e a t e d  i n  h i s  t h r o n e  a n d  H a m m u r a b i  i s  s t a n d i n g  i n 
f r o n t  o f  h i m  w i t h  a  b e f i t t i n g  l o o k  o f  a w e  a n d  r e s ­
p e c t  o n  h i s  f a c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  d i e t y .  S h a m ­
a s h  i s  h a n d i n g  o v e r  w i t h  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  t h e  s c e p t r e 
a n d  m e a s u r e  t o  H a m m u r a b i .  I n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  t w o 
r a y s  o f  l i g h t  i m p l y  t h a t  S h a m a s h  i s  t h e  g o d  o f 
j u s t i c e  w h o  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p u t t i n g  a n  e n d  t o 
d a r k n e s s  a n d  i n j u s t i c e .  H a m m u r a b i  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d 
i n  p r i e s t  a t t i r e  a n d  w e s t e r n  S e m i t i c  h e a d g e a r .  H e 
l o o k s  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  g o d .

T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t e l e  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  c o l u m n s 
o f  t e x t  i n s c r i b e d  a n d  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  m o s t  p o e t i c 
B a b y l o n i a n  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  t e x t  i s  m a d e  o f  2 8 2  p r e ­
s e r v e d  a r t i c l e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o l o g u e ,  o r  t h e 
p r e a m b l e  a n d  t h e  e p i l o g u e .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e 
c o d e  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  m o r e  t h a n  3 0 0  a r t i c l e s . 
B u t  s o m e  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  e r a s e d  b y  t h e  E l a m i t e  k i n g 
w h o  o v e r t o o k  B a b y l o n  a n d  i n s c r i b e d  i n s t e a d ,  h i s 
n a m e  a n d  t h e  d a t e  h e  o c c u p i e d  B a b y l o n .

P r a i s i n g  t h e  g u a r d i a n  g o d s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  B a b e l , 
t h e  p r o l o g u e  s a y s :

I ,  H a m m u r a b i ,  t h e  p i o u s ,  g o d - f e a r i n g  p r i n c e  c a m e ; 
T o  c a u s e  j u s t i c e  t o  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,
T o  d e s t r o y  t h e  w i c k e d  a n d  t h e  e v i l ;
T o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  s t r o n g  m a y  n o t  o p p r e s s  t h e  w e a k .

R e v i e w i n g  H a m m u r a b i ' s  f e a t s  a n d  h i s  p u r e 
m a j e s t i c  c o n d u c t  t o w a r d  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  p r o l o g u e 
g o e s  o n  p r a i s i n g  t h e  k i n g  w h o  i s  c a l l e d  " T h e  K i n g 
o f  t h e  F o u r  Q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  W o r l d " .  *

C a l l e d  b y  M a r d u k ,

" T o  g u i d e  t h e  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  r i g h t  p a t h ,  a n d  t G 
r u l e  t h e  c o u n t r y ,

I h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  l a w  a n d  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  k i n g d o m , 
t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e " .

T H E  C O D E  O F  L A W S

T h e  c o d e  o f  l a w s  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w ­
i n g  t w e l v e  c h a p t e r s :
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P R E S S  O P I N I O N

A T H - T H A W R A  ( I r a q )

T h e  l e a d i n g  I r a q i  d a i l y  A t h - T h a w r a ,  t h e  o r g a n 
o f  t h e  A r a b  B a a t h  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  c o m m e m o r a t i n g 
t h e  8 t h  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  o n  t h i s  d a y  a  y e a r 
a g o ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e r  P r e s i d e n t  A h m e d  H a s s a n  a l - B a k r 
a n n o u n c e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f 
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s h a r e s  o f  t h e  o i l  c o m p a n i e s  o p e r a t ­
i n g  i n  I r a q .  O n  t h i s  d a y  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  I r a q  n a t i o n a l i z e d 
t h e  B a s r a h  P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y  L t d . ,  a  s u b s i d i a r y 
o f  t h e  p a r e n t  I r a q  P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y  L t d .  ( I P C . ) .

" T h e  D e c e m b e r  d e c i s i o n  w h i c h  i s  a  c o n t i n u a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d e c i s i o n s  t a k e n  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 7 2 , 
w h e r e b y  t h e  I P C  w a s  n a t i o n a l i z e d ,  w a s  a n o t h e r 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r ­
s h i p  h a s  c r o w n e d  i t s  f i r m  a n d  s t e a d f a s t  p o l i c y  a n d 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  l i q u i d a t e  a l l  t r a c e s  o f  f o r e i g n 
d o m i n a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y " ,  t h e  p a p e r 
e x p l a i n e d .

" I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  b r e a k o u t  o f  t h e  1 9 7 3 
O c t o b e r  W a r ,  I r a q  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
A B S P ,  t o o k  a  p r o m p t  a c t i o n  t o  n a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  U S 
i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  B P C ,  a n d  t h u s  d e l i v e r e d  a n o t h e r 
b l o w  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  t o 
i t s  f l a g r a n t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Z i o n i s t  e n t i t y ” .

T h e  p a p e r  c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e  m a s s e s  t o  c o n s i d e r 
s u c h  o c c a s i o n  a s  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  " i n c r e a s i n g  p r o ­
d u c t i o n ,  d o u b l i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d  u t i l i z i n g  a l l 
m i n u t e s  i n  h a n d  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u r  n a t i o n " 
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  " t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  f u l l  n a t i o n a l 
s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  o u r  o i l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d 
m a r k e t i n g " .

J A M I Y A  ( I n d i a )

U n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  " I r a q  o n  t h e  p a t h  o f  c o m p ­
r e h e n s i v e  a d v a n c e m e n t "  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  I n d i a n 

n e w s p a p e r ,  J a m i y a ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  I r a q  w a s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  f u l l  d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n  t o w a r d s  a c h i e v i n g  a l l - r o u n d  s o c i a l  p r o g ­
r e s s  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

" W i t h  i t s  r e c e n t  f i v e - y e a r  p l a n " ,  t h e  p a p e r 
w e n t  o n ,  " I r a q  i n t e n d s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  h u g e  u p - t o - 
d a t e  s c i e n t i f i c  b a s e  w h i c h  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  b o t h  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s " .

G i v i n g  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  I r a q i  i n d u s t r i a l 
a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  t h e  p a p e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t 
t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  a i m  a m o n g  o t h e r s  a t :
1 .  E r a d i c a t i n g  e c o n o m i c  b a c k w a r d n e s s  i n  t h e 

c o u n t r y  a n d  a c h i e v i n g  r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t .
2 .  C r e a t i n g  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e 

c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d 
e x p a n d i n g  t h e  a r e a s  c u l t i v a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  u s e 
o f  t h e  l a t e s t  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  m e ­
t h o d s .

3 .  P r o m o t i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r . 
4 .  D e v e l o p i n g  o i l  i n d u s t r y .

Y E N I  U L U S  ( T u r k e y )

T h e  T u r k i s h  n e w s p a p e r  Y e n i  U l u s  q u o t i n g  t h e 
V i c e - C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  C o m m a n d  C o u n c i l 
( R C C )  o f  I r a q ,  s a i d  t h a t :  " M r .  S a d d a m  H u s s e i n  i n 
h i s  d i s c o u r s e  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l 
C o o p e r a t i v e  C o n f e r e n c e  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e 
o f  e c o n o m i c  p l a n n i n g  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s o c i a l i s t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " .

I n  a n  a r t i c l e  t i t l e d  " R e l i a n c e  o n  N a t i o n a l  E c o ­
n o m y  i s  a  P r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  R e a l  I n d e p e n d e n c e "  t h e 
p a p e r  e m p h a s i z e d " ,  t h e  A r a b  B a a t h  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y 
w h i c h  c a r r i e d  t h e  s l o g a n  o f  u n i t y ,  f r e e d o m  a n d 
s o c i a l i s m ,  h a s  b e e n  s p a r i n g  n o  e f f o r t  t o  r e a l i z e  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e c o n o m i c  r e n a i s s a n c e  i n  I r a q .  M r . 
H u s s e i n  r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  r e l i a n c e  o n  a  s t r o n g  n a ­
t i o n a l  e c o n o m y  b y  m e a n s  o f  u s i n g  a n d  e x p l o i t i n g 
t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f 
t h e  p e o p l e ,  i s  a  d e c i s i v e  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  r e a l  p o l i t i c a l 
i n d e p e n d e n c e " .

N E P S Z A B A D S A G  ( H u n g a r y )

T h e  H u n g a r i a n  d a i l y ,  N e p s z a b a d s a g ,  a n  o r g a n 
o f  t h e  W o r k e r s  P a r t y ,  i n  a  l e n g t h y  a r t i c l e  t i t l e d 
" I s r a e l ,  D a n g e r o u s  T r e n d s "  w r i t t e n  b y  a  r e n o w n e d 
H u n g a r i a n  a n a l y s t  V e i d  P e t e r ,  s a i d .  " T h e  d e t e r i o r a t ­
i n g  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  h i g h  r a t e  o f  i n f l a t i o n 
e x c e e d i n g  1 2 0  p e r  c e n t  c o u p l e d  W i t h  w o r s t  l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  c o n t i u o u s  w o r k  s t r i k e s  d i d  n o t  p r e ­
v e n t  I s r a e l  f r o m  a m a s s i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  s o p h i s ­
t i c a t e d  w e a p o n s  t o  t i l l  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  p o w e r  i n  t h e 
r e g i o n  t o  i t s  s i d e .  W i t h  s u c h  a n  u n e a s y  e c o n o m i c 
c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  I s r a e l i  l e a d e r s  a l l o c a t e  4 0  p e r  c e n t 
o f  t h e  b u d g e t  t o  m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s " .

" D u r i n g  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  f i s c a l  y e a r  t h e  U n i t e d 
S t a t e s  h a s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  6 . 8  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r 
f o r e i g n  a i d s .  I s r a e l ' s  s h a r e  f r o m  t h i s  a m o u n t  i s  4 . 5 
b i l l i o n  U S  d o l l a r s " .

C O M M E R C E  A N D  I N D U S T R Y  M A G A Z I N E  ( D u b a i )

U n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  " D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n  i n  I r a q " , 
t h e  C o m m e r c e  a n d  I n d u s t r y  m a g a z i n e  o f  D u b a i 
w r o t e .  " T h e  r u l i n g  A r a b  B a a t h  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  h a s , 
s i n c e  a s s u m i n g  p o w e r  i n  I r a q  9  y e a r s  a g o ,  r e a l i z e d 
p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  w h i c h  i s  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  o r d i n a r y 
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  I r a q .  A l l  I r a q i s  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
P a r t y  f o r  i t s  w i s e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  o n l y 
o p p o s i t i o n  t h e  P a r t y  h a d  w a s  t h e  K u r d i s h  i n s u r ­
g e n c y  w h i c h  c o l l a p s e d  1 5  m o n t h s  a g o " .

" N e w  r e v e n u e s  f o r  I r a q  m e a n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  a n d  n e w  b u i l d i n g s 
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  i m n g e  o f  o l d  I r a q  i n t o  a  n e w  m o d e r n 
c o u n t r y " .
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