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shape owing to the paucity o f workers ,in this 
field, and the different places in which they were 
employed. After 3 years, the idea was revived for 
the second time, and an application to establish 
an association in accordance with the provisions 
of the Law o f Associations of 1922, was submitted 
on 6/2/1938. The request was granted on 
4 /5/1938, but the association did not function 
until 4/3/1940. It  obtained, in 1945, a piece of 
land in Saadun to build its general headquarters 
thereon. It  secured, likewise, permission for a 
general subscription ammounting to I.D. 10,000/- 
to ensure the construction of the said building. 
On 18/12/1948, the building in question was 
completed - a fact which encouraged the engineers

the association. 1950 the
members numbered 42, which continued
increase consecutively year by year,
the number of active members to 78
in 1951. During 1954, it  was 161, besides 
supporters; the total reaching 208 members, out 
o f which one third are holders of high degrees.

The Association, ever since its inception, has 
displayed great activities in various spheres which 
fo il within its scope of specialization - a fact 
which was reflected - prominently - by its partici­
pation in Engineers' conferences - particularly in 
the 6th and 7th Conference of Engineers.

During the era of our Republic, these activities 
were marked by a general constructive policy, 
after the tide of foreign contracting companies 
was held and stopped in Iraq, the duties of 
supervision, and designing groups of houses and 
public buildings, were entrusted to our engineers, 
including the planning o f roads, making public 
gardens etc., e.g. various developments ond 
construction projects. During this interval, the 
activities of the Association were directed toward 
many vital fields - a fact which led it  to double 
its exertions to build, consider, study and draw up 
plans whether in its general capacity as an 
association working in its sphere of construction 
or in its special capacity of a social institution 
the members of which go to work individually.
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In 1933 one of the Egyptian 
Scholars addressed o number of 
questions to the great Iroqi Thinker 
ond poet, Jamil Sidqi al Zohawi, 
with the purpose of making the 
poet become his own biographer 
and to  portrait himself with his 
own pen.

The attempt - which covered 
many personal ond general subjects 
connected with the life of the poet- 
disclosed a part of his thoughtful 
and personal life, which had 
remained unknown so far. It 
likewise shed some light on many

of his liberal opinions - erstwhile 
obscure - on politics, science, 
literature, society and other educa­
tional subjects prevalent in his time

While relating to our readers 
some of his interesting answers to 
the queries, we think that to narrate 
the life of that unique personality, 
which contributed toward, ond 
participated in the service of the 
Arab World, defended the Arabic 
language, and struggled for the 
sake o f resolving the educational 
and scientific programme and
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freedom of thought, granting 
women their lost and unsurped 
liberty, is a matter which is conside­
red as foremost o f our patriotic 
duties which aim - first o f all - at 
eulogising the lives of our thinkers 
who, a t the beginning o f the new 
era, revolted against tyranny and 
corruption, and everything result­
ing from the age of decline in the 
Arab East i.e. ugly and sad traces.

The most critical hour in my 
life was when I was put in prison 
by Sultan Abdul Hamid, who later

you can find in the collection of 
Zahauri's poems, Al Lubab and 
Alaushal.

Science ond literature are 
two wings for progress, with which 
nations fly : I do not prefer science 
on literature except a little.

I found that most of the 
criticism was based on partiality 
and ignorance: I welcome the 
criticism i f  i t  is disinterested ond 
honest. However, spiteful criticism 
is harmful in that i t  discourages the 
rising youth.

I wos the first to repute the 
theory of gravity ond to replace it 
by the theory of repulsion, in this 
connection, I wrote many articles 
which were published by Al Muqta- 
to f about 40 years ago. Later, I 
published something about my 
views on the subject in my book 
Al Kainat (Universe), printed in 
the Al Muqtataf Press in the year 
1896. I then amended it  in my 
letter Al Jazibiyeh Wa Ta'lilho 
Gravity and its analysis, which 
was published in Baghdad during

1910. Later I explained it  further 
in my letter Summary of what I 
think.

The East lacks modern scientific 
books and freedom o f thought for 
the people.

We should help the peasant 
by making him a partner with the 
landlord on certain conditions. If 
he contravened them, the partner­
ship would dissolve.

In Iraq there is no literary 
renaissance which could satisfy one. 
Scholars and learned men are few

sent me to my country under guard 
and humiliated as a punishment

in asking for a Constitution about 
36 years ago - (i.e. before 63 yeors 
as from 1960)

Again then the Iraqi people 
agitated against me 23 years ago 
(i.e. before 50 years os from 1960) 
on account of a violent article in 
defence of women, published by Al 
Moayyid in Egypt: so much so that 
I wos forced to stay in my house, 
which I could not leave to go out 
for fear of being murdered by the

rebellious people. The then Vali 
of Baghdad Nadhim Pasha dimissed 
me from the post of professor in the 
Law College, Baghdad. My happiest 
hour was when I used to read in 
Syrian and Egyptian papers articles 
appreciating my views and poems. 
And also when on a certain day, 
when I was a professor of philosophy 
in the University of Istanbul, there 
come some senior critics from 
among the professors of the 
University to inform me officially 
that a lecture of mine was consid­
ered as of the first class. The

Ministry of Education had selected 
three professors, including myself, 
to lecture on the subject of 
philosophy, to the University 
students and others among profe­
ssors and those who studied 
sciences.

Sometimes I mean Leila of 
Iraq, whereas in fact, and on 
certain occasions, I mean the girl 
whom I used to love in Istanbul.

My poetry, in which love 
prevails, is embodied in a few poems

and scattered - foremost among 
them is my great teacher Fehmi al 
Mudarris.

In my age, I tried to learn 
English, but was prevented from 
continuing its practice as I was 
very busy in my philosophy.

My father knew Persian, and 
liked the poetry o f A l Khayyam ond 
Al Firdosi. He taught me this 
language, so that I could make 
poems in it. As regards the Turkish 
language, this was the official 
language, which I learned to secure

Had I not been a poet or a 
philosopher, I would have chosen 
to become a lawyer.

The difficu lt task which I 
undertook upon myself to carry out, 
was to oppose the tyranny during 
the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid.

The most beloved personality 
is that o f Muhammad, since he was 
the greatest reformer I like Copernic 
because he was the firs t to prove 
that the land revolves round the 
sun. I like Darwin since he informed 
us about the origin of mankind;

and discovered the theories of 
growth and progress. I like Nutshe 
the German, for his courage in what 
he said and wrote.

The culture which a bold poet 
and a capable dramatist and an 
artist scholar needs is to know 
psychology and to state his 
opinions with courage.

Life is improved with educa­
tion and character.

Study history fu lly and analyse 
i t  impartially.
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At 5 p.m. on the first Saturday 
of October 1960, the citizens of 
Ramadi and their brothers from
Baghdad had a rendez vous a t the 
Public library to attend an 
inauguration ceremony at Ramadi 
where the Ministry of Guidance 
established a third Center of 
Guidance and Instruction.

Just at the time fixed, crowds, 
representing different sections of 
the people, began to gather; and 
the hall of the library and its

spacious gardens wos filled to 
overflowing with guests - prominent 
among whom were the Mutasarrif 
of the Liwa, Sayyed A rif o t Taloboni 
under whose patronage the 
ceremony was held - Director of 
Police at Romodi, commander of 
the garrison, and number of Offices 
of the Army and Police, along with 
the representative of the Ministry 
of Guidance Doctor Akram Fadhil 
Director of Arts and Popular Culture 

As the ceremony commenced

the audience listened to the recital 
of the Holy Koran by the reader 
Sayyed Abdul Rahmon Toufig.

Thereafter, Sayyed al Talabani 
made a brief speech, in which he 
explained the necessity for the 
opening of the center; and 
concluded it  with cheers for the 
long life of the immortal Republic 
and o f its glorious Leader, His 
Excellency Abdul Karim Kassim.

Doctor. Akram Fadhil then 
got up and delivered an interesting

speech in which he explained the 
aims of the Ministry o f Guidance 
which come into being just os the 
first anniversary of the 14th July 
Revolution wos being celebrated. 
He also related the services which 
the Ministry had rendered in the 
field of culture and guidance, 
including the Ramadi Center, the 
inauguration ceremony of which 
wos being held, and which will form 
a meeting place for those learning 
Science and literature from among

the people of Ramadi. The Director 
of Arts and Popular Culture invited 
the citizens to cooperate with the

out its model task - and, in the 
course of his speech, assured the 
public that the Ministry welcomes 
anyone with gifted ideas, that it  is 
ready to receive the work of the 
right thinking cultured Iraqis,, and 
requested them to supply the New 
Iraq" Magazine with articles on 
research, and pictures representing 
various activities of life in our

country.
As the Western music wos 

played, refreshments were served 
to each and every one of the 
Guidance.

Then the Mutosarif cut the 
ribbon and announced the Opening 
of the Center. Later the guests 
were shown, in the large winter hall, 
some of the Cinema films. W ith 
the playing of the Republican, 
anthem, the ceremony came to an 
end a t about 7 p.m.



The Ministry of Social Affairs is Still busy in 
preparing new schemes and projects which could 
serve the interests of the public. Peoples' botns 
heads the list of those projects. The experimental 
public baths, which hove been built in certain 
quarters of Baghdad, hove been used with 

between the mo
were between 7
bath. This num
of the residents
such a service a
homes.
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The Museum of Natural 

History in Baghdad was established 
and opened offic ia lly on 2nd Moy 
1946, under the direct supervision 
of the M inistry of Education. 
During December 1946, this 
Museum was attached to the Higher 
Training College, and later to the 
College of Literature and Science 
on 26th March 1957. In the near 
future, it will become an institute 
for Biology Research directly under 

their power of observation, and 
comparison and to support theore­
tical study by observation and 
examination.

Publication of Scientific Research 
Reports

The Museum began, since 
1950, to issue scientific pamphlets 
on subjects of natural history, which 
are studied in the Museum or 
outside it, and publishes the 
research reports by Iraqis and 





ONE OF THE SCENES AT BAGHDAD
DURING THE ABBASIO ERA

During the yeor 305 hijro 
-927 A.D. - o deputation from 
the King of Rome, comprising 
22 members, under o young 
man, visited Baghdad to 
negotiate for the exchange 
of prisoners between Moslems
and Romans, and to agree 
upon an armistice for peace 
between the two parties - after 
skirmishes and aggressions, 
which occured on the frontiers
between the Moslem State 
and the Roman Empire. The 
Caliph Al Muqtodir Billoh 
A I Abbasi received th e
deputation at o ceremony 
considered by the historians os 
one of the outstandign events 
in the history of Baghdad 
during that period. We narrate 
below a full description of this 
ceremony as related by the 
historian Ibn Kothir in his 
book Al Bidayah Wa Al 
Nihayah (Beginning ond End) 

The whole army, number­
ing 160000 cavalry ond 
infantry - fully armed and 
equipped - rode out in addition 
to the troops, in every part of 
the country and their deputies, 
along with 700 ushers. As 
regards canoes, boats and 
gondolas in the Tigris, most 
of them had been decorated.
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the Caliph's Palace, he was 
dazzled by what he saw. He 
beheld decorous attendants, 
decorations and forbiddingness 
which dazzled his eyes. When 
he passed by an usherer, he 
thought him to be the Caliph: 
he was then told that the man 
was a mere usher. He then 
passed by th e  Minister - 
pompous and magnificent - 
and mistook him for the Coliph 
He was informed that the 
person was only a Minister. 
The house wos decorated in
such a splendid manner as no 
one had heard or seen any 
thing like it. There were in it 
38000 curtains and (Screens, 
out of which 10500 were
woven in gold. There had been 
spread in the house 22000 
carpets ond rugs, the like of 
which nobody hod seen. There 
were herds of ferocious but 
'tamed animals which were 
fed ot the hands of the public. 
Also there were 100 lions

with their keepers. The envoy 
was then led to the ‘House of

pond containing clear water, 
in the midst of which there 
stood a tree of gold and silver, 
having 18 branches, most of 
which nad been made of gold: 
in the branches, stems and 
coloured were also golden, 
silvery, hung with pearls and 
rubies. They used to produce 
different sounds from water 
pouring on them: The tree was 
swaying and swinging, like 
other trees, in the movements 
at which the spectators wond-

taken to a place colled Al 
Firdous (paradise) in which

carpets and countless instrum­
ents - the beauty of which 
was beyond description. In
the corridors were 18000
cushions - interwoven with 
gold. Wherever the envoy 
passed, he wondered and was 
dazzled : then he reached the 
place where the Caliph Al 
Moqtadir Billoh was seated on 
a throne of ebony, covered with 
pure silk cloth interwoven with 
gold. There were on the right 
of the throne 17 hanging 
branches ond likewise on its 
left, made of the most splendid 
jewels, the brilliance of each 
of which exceeded the light of 
the day. None of them could 
be valued - so precious and 
priceless they were. The envoy 
and his retinue were stopped 
ot a distance of 100 dhra (arms

Minister A li bin Muhammad 
bin Furot wos standing before 
the Caliph, an interpreter 
stood by the side of the 
Minister, who addressed the 
interpreter who translated, in 
his turn, the conversation 
between both of them. When it 
wos over, the Caliph bestowed 
on them a robe each and gave 
them 50 purses, each contain­
ing 5000 dirhams. They were 
then led away and taken round 
the remaining portions of the 
Caliphs' Palace: on the bonks 
of the Tigris, which flowed 
through the palace, stood 
elephants, giraffes, lions and 
leopards etc.



AGRICULTURAL 
GUIDANCE
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Agricultural guidance is the means and
instrument for educating and instructing the
farmer, and directing him to follow modern 
methods of agriculture in accordance with latest 
evolution in the world of agriculture to support 
production and to raise the living standard of the 
fallah, and also the living standard of the people 
in general. The basis on which rests the agricultural 
guidance is the collective information gleaned 
from Scientific research being carried out in our 
local Departments, or from the research and
experiments by foreign institutions: and to transmit 
this information to the farmers in a simple way
through eosy language by means o f tablets of
guidance and printing of agricultural pamphlets
and films, In addition, elementary explanations
are given by Agricultural guides through personal 
contact with peasants, in order to make them 
understand and direct them to work for increased

output by applying modern methods. This activity 
in guidance covers all branches of agriculture 
from vegetables to grains and gardens etc. Below 
is given an abstract of some of the activities 
carried out by the Agricultural guidance during 
the last interval :-
1. IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING GARDENS.

The Agricultural guides working in all the 
Liwas of Iraqi Republic applied the process of 
improving apricots, pears, apples and citrus trees, 
and a considerable numbr of selected gardens 
belonging to citizens in most parts o f the Republic. 
These processes consisted of cutting branches of 
trees in a proper way, the turning over of soil and 
manuring it ,  the sprinkling of trees with poisons to 
destroy insects in accordance with the special 
sprinkling programme carried out in the presence 
of the persons concerned in order to show them 
how to work so that they may be able to do it  by 
themselves later.
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deeds and liked development. 
When he took over charge of 
Baghdad, he built a large 
school - i.e. Mirjan School - 
and a big hospital. In order to 
ensure the continuance of 
work and service for these 2 
humanitarian institutions, he 
built this Khon, so that the 
revenues accruing therefrom 
could be spent on the school 
and hospital, in addition to 
the revenues derived from 
other Khans and many shops, 
which he endowed therefor.

As already stated, the 
Khon Mirjan consists of 2 
storeys, the first containing 
22 rooms and the second 23- 
f.e. o total of 45 rooms. The 
length of the hall is about 30 
metres, and its width 11 
metres: the height up to the 
ceiling being 14 metres appro­
ximately.

In this .building there 
are distinguishing and remark­
able features, which show the 
degree of progress in the ort 
of construction during that 
period of Iraq's history. The 
most morvellous method by 
the mosons was the way they 
ensured the supply of natural 
light therein. Up to thot time 
the construction of long holls 
would not permit of building

KHAH miRJAn 

on miRjAn 

CARAVARSERM

windows in the long walls of 
the holl owing to the necessity 
of erecting many props ond 
side rooms in these walls to 
support the vaults. They 
considered it  enough, there­
fore, to open windows in the 
walls breadthwise - a fact 
which tended to reduce the 
quantity o f light needed for 
the holl, especially so, if  it  was 
rather long. To remedy this 
defect, they had recourse to 
opening windows in the roof, 
but as this method tended to 
weaken the joining hold o f the 
vaults and affect adversely 
their solidity and firmness, the 
architects responsible for the 
building o f Khan Mirjan 
planned the- construction of 
vaults in such a manner os 
would permit the opening of 
windows in the long walls - 
lengthwise - and dividing the 
vaults in equal portions in the 
shape of big arches, and then 
to f i l l  up the vacuity between 
them by sloping or graduating 
vaults. These show us the 
origin of the modern vaulting 
in which iron girders or joists 
are used. By this method, it 
became possible for them to 
open sufficient number of 
windows in the walls which 
were built in the vacuities left 
by the arches.

This contrivance used in 
making roofs provided the 
hall with a wonderful look - 
and olso showed the complex 
process of its construction.

It remains for you to 
know that the Khan Mirjan is 
not a mere relic for spectators 
to see: i t  is a t present used as 
a museum for Arab antiquities, 
after the Directorate of 
Antiquities salvaged it  from 
the heap o f relics of past 
centuries, and made it  service­
able afresh.
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£  The Economic Planning Board 
has allocated ID. 40,000 for the 
construction of two primary schools 
and two kindergartens within the 
Erbil housing project The Board has 
also allocated I D. !0,0C0 for the 
construction of a modern market 
and a casino in the said project.
•  The Directorate General of 
Posts and Telegraphs will announce, 
within the next few days, o tender 
lor the supply of three automatic 
exchanges of 5,000 numbers, each 

services of a Norwegian dair
expert to carry out economic studie
on the production and industry o
dairy, and on the import policy a
well os for drowing up the regula
ion for the administering of plan
and safes business according 
modern methods.

The Administration is a
present studying the subject o
banning the import of dried an
concentrated milk in the light o
the demand of local markets an
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