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These are the countries of CENTO, the Central Treaty Organisation 
which exists to provide for the collective defence of its members, 
promotes their economic wellbeing and seeks to increase friendship 
and understanding among them. Its actual members are Britain, Iran, 
Pakistan and Turkey, but the United States -  though technically only 
an observer -  is an equally active supporter and contributor.

During its first decade CENTO has been actively grappling with 
some of the major problems common to Iran, Pakistan and Turkey. The 
concept of co-operation for stability has widened to extend far beyond 
measures for military co-ordination. Today CENTO stands not only for 
security but for a massive programme of mutual help in economic and 
social betterment, The major fruits are visible in the transport and 
telecommunications networks starting to span Turkey, Iran and Paki­
stan and link them in turn with other parts of the world, and in in­
creasing interchanges of information and ideas on common problems.

Britain's contribution to this work has included providing men, 
money, materials, equipment and training. Since 1957 she has given 
some £4 million in military aid and over £4? million towards technical 
assistance and other betterment schemes. Starting in April 1965 her 
contributions towards CENTO's economic activities alone will be 
increased to £1 million a year.

The kind of schemes this aid is helping to initiate in co-operation 
with the countries concerned are described more fully in the following 
pages.

Prepared for the Ministry of Overseas Development 
by the Central Office of Information 196S

Printed in England for Her Majo.tr'. Stationery OSes by W. S. Cowell Ud. at the Butter Market, Ipswich



Im p r o v i n g  C o m m u n ic a t io n s

Interconnecting Turkey, Iran and Pakistan by means of efficient trans­
port and telecommunication systems is one of CENTO'S main aims. 
And since 1959 over half Britain's annual contributions to the organ­
isation have been for communication schemes (see also maps on 
pp. 10-11 and inside back cover).

Interlinking by Road
High mountain ranges, great wastes of desert and deep winter 
snows have made direct road communication between Turkey, Iran 
and Pakistan difficult -  often impossible -  in the past. Now, under the 
auspices of CENTO, a common road system is starting to take shape 
and modern all-weather highways are beginning to replace the camel 
caravan trails of a previous era.

The first through road between Iran and southern Turkey has 
been completed and will be formally inaugurated in 1965. Built with 
the help of road-making machinery from Britain and the United States, 
this highway links Rezaiyeh in Iran with Shivelan in Turkey and will 
ultimately lead through Cizre to the Turkish port of Iskenderun, thus 
providing a direct all-weather route from Iran to the Mediterranean. 
Britain has also given equipment to improve part of the old road leading 
from Tabriz in Iran to the Turkish port of Trabzon on the Black Sea.

Two other major CENTO projects will link Iran and West Pakistan. 
One will connect Kerman in Iran with Karachi; the other will run from 
Karachi to the port of Bandar Abbas in the Gulf of Oman. Britain is 
supplying much equipment for the Pakistan section of the latter in the 
Makran province, which, when complete, is expected to stimulate 
agriculture, mining and fishing in this previously isolated and largely 
desolate area.

Interlocking the Railway Systems
The existing rail systems of Turkey and Iran have been separated by

Left (above) Formidable terrain, like this in Turkey, has to be conquered to link 
the CENTO countries by road and rail.
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little more than 230 miles, but the rugged terrain between the termin
presents some of the most formidable engineering problems in 
world including towering mountains, deep ravines and the impe
ment of the largest lake in Turkey -  Lake Van.

Nevertheless, under CENTO, engineers and thousands of wo
men are building a railway to link the two systems, with genero
United States assistance and £100,000 worth of equipment given 
Britain. In 1964 the stretch from Mus in eastern Turkey to Tatvan
Lake Van's western shore was opened. So steep are the mounta
bordering the lake that ultimately the trains will be carried by spec
ferries, now being built, across its great width to Van on the east
shore. From Van the line will run across the border into Iran wher
will join the existing Iranian railway which is being extended to m
it. This new link will not only open up unused land in Turkey and Ir
but will provide Iran with direct access via Turkey’s railway to Euro
Completion is planned in 1967.





M o d e r n i s i n g  A g r i c u l t u r e

A b o u t  8 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  T u r k e y ,  I r a n  a n d 
P a k i s t a n  d e p e n d  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  C E N T O  o p e r a t e s 
a  p r o g r a m m e  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i o n  b y  s p r e a d i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f 
m o d e r n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  v e t e r i n a r y  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  r e ­
s e a r c h  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c h e m e s  t o  c o n t r o l  p e s t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s .

A t  K a r a j ,  i n  I r a n ,  C E N T O  h a s  i t s  o w n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  M a c h i n e r y  a n d 
S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e .  F i n a n c e d  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t 
a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i t  s e r v e s ,  t h i s  c e n t r e  w a s  o p e n e d 
i n  1 9 6 1 ;  i t  n o w  t r a i n s  u p  t o  3 6  s t u d e n t s  a  y e a r  f r o m  I r a n ,  P a k i s t a n  a n d 
T u r k e y  a n d  o p e r a t e s  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  f a r m .  B r i t a i n  p r o v i d e s  m o s t  o f 
t h e  s e n i o r  s t a f f ,  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l 
E n g i n e e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  B r i t a i n  s u p p l i e d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a c h i n e r y . 
V e t e r i n a r y  w o r k  i s  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  C E N T O ' s  p a r a l l e l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A n i m a l 
R e p r o d u c t i o n  a t  K a r a c h i .

O t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  s c h e m e s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  C E N T O 
i n c l u d e  p r o v i d i n g  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  v a r i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w o r k i n g  o n  a n i m a l 
h e a l t h  a n d  c r o p  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  b o d i e s  b e n e f i t i n g  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  t h e 
V e t e r i n a r y  F a c u l t y  o f  T e h r a n  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  E t l i k  B a c t e r i o l o g i c a l 
I n s t i t u t e  i n  T u r k e y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  p i l o t  s c h e m e s  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  p a r a s i t i c 
a n i m a l  d i s e a s e s  i n  a l l  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  u n d e r  w a y ,  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t s 
h a v e  t o u r e d  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  g i v e  a d v i c e  a n d  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g 
c o u r s e s  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  o n  a  g r e a t  r a n g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t o p i c s .

C o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  S c i e n c e  a n d
f o r  H e a l t h

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e  t o  r a i s i n g  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  C E N T O 
r e g i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  C E N T O  h a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  c o u n c i l 
t o  a s s i s t  i t .

T h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  r a d i o - i s o t o p e s  i n  t a c k l i n g  p r o b l e m s  i n  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e  a n d  h e a l t h ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C E N T O

n i g h t  G o o d s  t r a i n  o n  t h e  n e w  C E N T O  r a i l w a y  l i n k i n g  M u s  a n d  T a t v a n  i n
T u r k e y .  W h e n  c o m p l e t e d  t h i s  l i n e  w i l l  j o i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  r a i l w a y .
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Institute of Nuclear Science, recently renamed the CENTO Research 
Institute of Nuclear and Applied Science, which has been functioning 
in Tehran, Iran, since 1959. Its purpose is to train 18 research Fellows at 
a time and conduct research into the uses of radio-isotopes, special 
attention being given to the application of radio-isotope techniques to 
problems of economic importance to the region. This institute is 
financed and staffed on the same basis as CENTO’S agricultural centre. 
Its director administers an annual fund of £30,000 which Britain also 
provides to help scientists of the countries concerned to get minor 
scientific equipment needed urgently for research which might other­
wise be unobtainable quickly for lack of foreign currency.

Backed by the work at this institute CENTO has been able to play 
an important role in introducing the use of radio-isotopes and new 
therapeutic techniques to improve health. Regional health problems - 
including the eradication of malaria, control of narcotics, sanitation, 
nurses' training and the care of children -  are also kept under review 
and are the subject of CENTO conferences, training courses and 
training fellowships made available both in the region and overseas. 
British nursing teams and health advisers have served both in Turkey 
and Iran.

I n c r e a s i n g  E x p e r t i s e

In addition to actively supporting CENTO'S own programme, Britain 
provides a great deal of direct country-to-country technical assistance 
to Turkey, Iran and Pakistan under CENTO'S co-ordinating auspices. 
Pakistan also receives assistance under other British aid programmes 
and all three countries have economic aid from Britain under inter­
national financial schemes.

The provision of CENTO Fellowships for study or training in 
Britain is a major part of Britain's arrangements for country-to-country 
help. About 400 have been awarded since 1959, and altogether there 
are nearly 100 CENTO-sponsored students in Britain at present, read­
ing subjects related to administration, agriculture, health, education,

Left British cranes at work in Trabzon. The cargo-handling capacity of this 
Turkish port has been raised to over a million tons a year with the aid of 
British equipment.



engineering and economics. Such is the demand for the Fellows
that Britain increased her annual allocation of money to finance t
from £75,000 to over £120,000 starting in 1964.

At the same time Britain matches the provision of study and t
ing facilities within her own borders by increasing the number o
perts in Turkey, Iran and Pakistan and augmenting the equipment 
need for research and training. For instance the Middle East Techn
University at Ankara has thus gained teaching staff and labora
equipment; staff and instructional equipment have been supplie
the Mechanical Engineering Institute at Tehran Polytechnic and f
vocational training centre in Tehran; and equipment has been g
to several soil fertility centres in Pakistan.

CENTO has also made its own arrangements for increasing
pertise in the region. In 1959 it set up a Multilateral Technical Co-op
tion Fund to which each of the five governments contributes and th
used to encourage Turkey, Iran and Pakistan to make use of the



where mass travel and the interchange of people of all kinds can of 
itself contribute to a sense of community. '

The work of CENTO has begun to increase awareness of each • 
other among the three countries, and awareness of the benefits of co­
operation in solving common problems. And CENTO itself is also con­
cerned to ensure that there is increasing understanding by stimulating 
communication and interchange between the three. In addition to its J 
other work it therefore sponsors journalists from one country to tour 
the others, arranges exchange visits between eminent scholars and 
musicians, and organises regional competitions and art exhibitions. Not 
least among these efforts have been CENTO regional seminars at 
which Turks, Iranians and Pakistanis have come together to discuss 
topics of mutual interest ranging from archaeology to the development 
of libraries.

The structure of CENTO itself also makes for closer knowledge 
and understanding of each other's points of view. Its controlling body i
is a Council of Ministers which meets annually in rotation in the CENTO 
capitals. These meetings, attended by Foreign Ministers of the CENTO 
countries, provide an opportunity to exchange views on the inter- .
national situation as well as on specific political questions. Continuous 
interchange is also ensured by the periodic meetings of the Council 
of Deputies in Ankara. And, working at the functional level, CENTO has 
several permanent committees of experts who keep under constant 
review such matters as communications, agriculture, trade, health and 
science and arrange for joint working parties and seminars to examine 
particular aspects. The solid results of the deliberations of these vari­
ous bodies are changing the face of Turkey, Iran and Pakistan at the 
close of CENTO's first decade.

Left (above) Windfinding radar at Tehran airport, part of £200,000 worth of
British equipment given to make the Ankara-Karachi route safer. 
(below) A CENTO student from Iran learns to inteipret weather charts during





Providing fellowships for study or training in Britain is a 
major part of Britain's contributions to CENTO.
(Left) Tool-making instruction in a British factory for an
Iranian engineer.
(Centre left) An Iranian practises air-traffic control at a
British airport.
(Centre right) Three of the Turkish students who have 
studied medicine in Britain, with their tutor.
(Bottom left) Pakistani experts on a bacteriology course 
at Manchester University.
(Bottom right) Experience in using a cobalt unit for a 
British-trained Iranian nurse.
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