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International Symposium 
on Ideological Aspects

The liberation movement in the Arab homeland, 
which developed to be a militant progressive anti­
imperialist and anti-Zionist revolution, is the distinc­
tive form of the national progressive struggle at the 
present stage.

The 17 July Revolution of 1968 greatly stimu­
lated the fierce struggle for national liberation which 
is now under way all over the Arab homeland. The 
Arab struggle after this triumphant revolution has 
intensified the battle for unity, freedom and social­
ism. This glorious revolution in scoring the brilliant 
success, laid the solid basis for the victory of the 
Arab nation against all its enemies. So imperialism 
and Zionism resorted to a variety of methods and 
tricks to weaken the Arab revolutionary movement.

Imperialism and Zionism are well aware that 
the scales began to be weighed against them, and 
their strategy received serious painful blows, so 
they attempted, for the strategic value of this area, 
to contain the liberation movements at first. But 
the triumphant march of the 17 July Revolution 
which accomplished many tasks on the level and 
corrected many shortcomings in the method of the 
Arab struggle has infuriated imperialism and Zion­
ism who escalated their aggression to suppress the 
liberation movement in the Arab homeland in an at­
tempt to reverse the tide. But the time in which 
world imperialism could tw ist the peoples round 
its finger has gone.

Imperialist schemings are being defeated, the 
uncompromising struggle for progress and libera­
tion are scoring victories every day, and the role

of the 17 July Revolution has expanded in world 
politics, so it  is natural that all these consistituted 
a decisive factor to confirm solidarity and promote 
cordial links between the 17 July Revolution and 
the October Revolution.

It is noteworthy that the Iraqi-Soviet treaty of 
April 9, 1972, has been a firm basis for cooperation 
of Iraq with the U.S.S.R. and the socialist countries 
as a whole.

Cooperation between Iraq and the progressive 
countries holds a paramount importance in all fields 
to confront the imperialist schemings on the in­
ternal level. This cooperation has been possible 
because the two Revolutions are based on perman­
ent principles...

The Arab nation is well aware of the historical 
role of the October Revolution in the world libera­
tion movements, and the full support of the USSR 
to the national and patriotic forces in their struggle 
for freedom and progress.

It is obvious that there is an interdependence 
between the struggle for freedom and independ­
ence and the historical role of the progressive 
powers. So cooperation between the U.S.S.R. and 
the Arab nation will continue in the future in order 
to achieve strategical objective: the unconditional 
and inevitable end of imperialism, Zionism and all 
forms of suppression and aggression against hu­
manity.

This is the forte of the popular struggle. It is 
the source of strength and the component of the 
popular historical victory.

(M. I.)

of Zionism
The UN General Assembly adopted at its 30th 

session of 1975 resolution No. 3379, "zionism as
a form of racism and
resolution received world-wide acclamation as it 
exposed the nature of Zionism and the main struc­
ture of "Israel". To further acquaint public opinion 
with the ill-intentions of zionism and its collabora­
tion with world imperialism and racist movements 
an international symposium was held in Baghdad 
on November 8, 1976.

The symposium was held upon the initiative 
•of the University of Baghdad in cooperation with 
the Arab Baath Socialist Party, the Centre of 
Palestinian Studies, and the Arab League.

The symposium was opened on behalf of Pre-
sident Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr by Mr. Saddam
Hussein, Revolution Command Council Vice­
Chairman, who delivered an impressive opening 
address in which he reaffirmed that United Nations 
resolution determining that Zionism is a form of 
racism and racial discrimination, came as a reflec­
tion of a significant evolution in the world's con­
sciousness regarding the truth about Zionism and
as an awakening of the conscience of mankind
which constitutes a new springboard towards yet 
a higher level of facing up to the racist-Zionist 
hegemony and to all forms of racism in the world

Some 300 Arab and foreign researchers and 
academicians from 46 countries as well as repre­
sentatives from many Arab and foreign news 
agencies, newspapers and magazines attended 
the conference.

40 research papers were introduced to the 
symposium.

According to Dr. Zaid Haider, ABSP National- 
Leadership member, chairman of the symposium's 
preparatory committee, the aim of the symposium 
is "to deepen objective and scientific awareness 
of the Zionist movement based on fundamental 
studies and its dangers not only in relation to 
Arabs, but also for humanity and the Jews them­
selves.

The symposium had on its agenda several 
topics among which THE RACISM OF ZIONISM 
IN PRACTICE AND THEORY. THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN RACISM AND ZIONISM. THE HUMAN­
ISTIC NATURE OF ARAB NATIONALISM and 
others.

Commenting on the symposium and its e f-, 
feet in combatting Zionist racism. Professor N. K. 
Maian of Madras University, India, said "the sym­
posium was undoubtedly a great ideological demon­
stration against one of the most serious problems 
currently facing mankind".

Mr. Valbrega, Professor of Near Eastern His­
tory at Polana University, Italy, described the sym­
posium as "not only a political convention but 
also a historic and analytical gathering".

As for Mr. Ken Wittingham, member of the 
Commission to Defend the Liberation Movements 
in the Arab Gulf and the Commission to Support 
Palestinian Artists in the Occupied Land (both 
based in London) said, "the scientific and aca­
demic significance of the symposium lies in the 
fact that the true understanding of zionism and 
racism has not yet taken a genuine shape and 
nature".

"Iraq Today" will cany in its next issue full 
coverage of the Symposium.
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Dr. Hammadi analyses 
aspects of Lebanese 
crisis in Cairo Summit

Dr. Saadoun Hammadi, the Foreign Minister 
and head of the Iraqi delegation, while addressing 
the Arab Summit Conference held in Cairo, ex­
plained on October 25 last the reasons that led 
Iraq to reject the resolutions of the recently con­
cluded six-sided Riyadh Summit Conference.

Dr. Hammadi pointed out that the Riyadh 
resolutions did not go to the core of the Lebanese 
problem — the problem of the Syrian military pre-

Syrian Armed Intervention 
is the Real Problem

sence in Lebanon — nor did they provide for the 
withdrawal of the Syrian forces from Lebanese 
territory. These were, he said, a fundamental 
issue without which the problem could not be 
properly approached.

The formulation of the Riyadh resolutions did 
not follow the conventional pattern in use by the 
Arab League. Furthermore, he said, the provisions 
of the agreement were inconsistent with one 
another and in a state of imbalance.

Dr. Hammadi in his address also reiterated 
Iraq's belief in the role of the Arab League in hand­
ling the Lebanese issue, and pointed to the resolu­
tions which the Arab Foreign Ministers had adopt­
ed on June 10 this year, pioviding for a ceasefire 
and the establishment of an Arab force to replace 
the Syrian forces in Lebanon. He said that all Arab 
states had approved those resolutions.

Dr. Hammadi pointed out that the main cause 
of the Lebanese crisis was the Syrian intervention. 
He strongly expressed the necessity that the prin­
ciple of non-acceptance of occupation of any Arab 
country by another Arab country should prevail, 
and that this principle should form the basis for

inter-Arab relations, to be safeguarded by all 
without any compromise.

The Foreign Minister explained that the Syrian 
intervention would not solve the Lebanese crisis; 
it, on the contrary, increased the complexity of the 
situation, resulting in bloodshed and overall des­
truction in Lebanon which had repercussions 
throughout the Arab homeland and the world at 
large. He pointed out that this military interven­
tion was not a neutral one to  disengage fighting 
parties or effecting a ceasefire; it rather was 
against a party and in favour of another.

Dr. Hammadi went on to say there were two 
aspects of the Lebanese issue; the first was the 
socio-political struggle in Lebanon which was an 
internal Lebanese affair, and the second was the 
Lebanese-Palestinian aspect, from which certain 
forces had moved, backed by their leaderships and 
foreign connection, towards pushing the Resist­
ance out of Lebanon, driving it away from its basic 
tasks.

Concluding, Dr. Hammadi said that the key 
to solving this issue was the pul'ing out of Syrian 
forces, to be replaced by Arab forces.

The
United Nations: 
A Qualified Success

The United Nations came into being on 24 
October, 1945, in the wake of the Second World 
War "to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war... to reaffirm faith in fundamental 
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the 
human person, in the equal rights of men and 
women, and of nations large and small, and to 
establish conditions under which justice and res­
pect for the obligations arising from treaties and 
other sources of international law can be main­
tained, and to employ international machinery for 
the promotion of economic and social advance­
ment of all.peoples".

How many of those aims have been realised 
during the past thirty-one years of the life of the 
United Nations? Iraq being one of the fifty- 
one states which founded the United Na­
tions, upholds the essence of the United Nations' 
Charter though it has many reservations on the 
attitude taken by the UN toward the Arab cause 
of Palestine and other causes of national libera­
tion. Iraq has the strong conviction that if the 
Charter is put into practice without the interfer­
ence of imperialism led by the United States, 
peace, justice and cooperation will prevail in this 
world.

In the first two decades or so of the life of 
the UN the imperialist countries had their upper 
hand in every question debated by the various 
committees of the UN. According to the imper­
ialist wishes all recommendations and resolutions 
were adopted. But now, the UN is no longer the 
"preserve" of the United States. Even some out­
spoken American officials called for reconsidering 
the U.S. attitude toward the United Nations and 
even its financing. This ■ is because the UN no

longer listens to  the dictates of U.S., and because 
the majority of 145 UN member-states are the 
newly independent African countries, backed by 
the other developing nations in Asia and Latin 
America. The Third World presence in the UN has 
been remarkably felt in the recent years because 
the Third World countries are in the majority and 
the UN should naturally care for their interest if 
it truly lives up to  its Charter.

That the UN General Assembly and other 
committees pass resolutions totally contrary to 
the attitude of the U.S. and its imperialistic inter­
ests and its stooges, is something unprecedented 
and very hard for the U.S. to swallow. The Ameri­
can threats every now and then to reconsider 
financing the UN does not appear strange against 
this background.

No doubt the UN Charter and set-up do not 
provide for a certain power or instrument to im­
plement its resolutions. It is not a supra-national 
organisation which can act as a policeman in 
maintaining peace among nations. No wonder that 
"Israel" or South Africa acts in such a way that 
not only violates the UN Charter and human 
rights, but poses as a permanent menace to world 
peace and security. With the exception of some 
UN forces policing the so-called buffer zones in 
the Middle East, Korea and Cyprus, the UN is 
armless and perhaps powerless. Still i t  has an 
effective weapon of economic sanctions, but it 
also needs a body to see to its full implementa­
tion against the states not abiding by the UN 
resolutions.

Politically ineffective as the UN looks, it re­
mains as one of the greatest forums for nations, 
large or small, to express their views, make their 
legal demands and speak up their justified com­
plaints. Still more the UN is playing an important 
role in advancing cooperation in such wide range 
of fields as, health, agriculture, education, cul­
ture, science and even outer space. The UN posi­
tive presence is felt even in the remotest corner 
of the world in the form of food aid or other 
specialized services rendered by the respective 
UN agencies.

Whatever its shortcomings the UN proved 
more useful, successful and fortunate than the 
League of Nations. Thus the 31st anniversary of 
the United Nations which was observed through­
out the world on 24 October last, is worth cele­
brating.
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Two Sides 
of a Coin

by M. Sadeq Ali

The last presidential polls in the United States 
was fought primarily on domestic issues. The post­
Watergate morality contributed substantially to 
help the average American voter decide which 
party to vote for. The Republicans had to bow out 
in the contest. As for the candidates, the ordinary 
citizen had little to choose between the two med-
iocres.

In recent years the average American
witnessed corrosion of his values. He has been 
shocked to see that base human instincts are be­
ing played up on the level of the state —  the 
highest form of social organisation of man. He 
has revolted against the assault on his privacy. He 
has felt aghast at the institutionalization of crime 
as a mode of governance. His head has hung in 
shame to see murders, assassinations and bribery 
being practised as methods of international in­
tercourse. He has been grieved at the spilling of 
the blood of his dear children in far away places 
without any cause.

The results of the elections of the first Tues­
day of November, 1976, are the mainfestations 
of the average American's reaction to all these 
malaise in US Administration. It is an accident of 
history that the Republfcan Party was at the helm 
of affairs at the particular period and that was why 
it had to go. It will be naive to think that the

Henry Kissinger

voters have reposed confidence in the Democratic
Party; they have only expressed their aversion to 
the rot that has plagued the Administration. 
This is essentially a negative verdict of the ave­
rage voter.

Mr. Jimmy Carter, the President-elect, who, 
enters upon office on January 20 next, will have 
to take his policy initiatives keeping in mind this 
negative aspect of his election victory. If he can
rise to the expectations of his ordinary voters, he 
may turn these negative aspects into positive 
features giving the American people a sense of 
direction. Or else, he will only add his name to 
the long list of US Presidents, Democrat or Re­
publican, barring one or tw o honourable excep­
tions, who debased their mighty prerogatives at the 
behest of a handful of persons in US society who 
control big money causing concern both at home 
and abroad.

Past records recalled

To the people outside the United States of 
America, the change of party nomenclature of 
the incumbent of the White House does not make
much of a difference. A  Democrat Truman was
primarily responsible for threatening the world with
cold war politics, for subverting the sovereignty of
post-war West European nations by imposing on 
them the North Atlantic military alliance, for ca­
joling the majority members of the United Nations
into partioning Palestine and giving the green
signal to the racist Zionism to launch a war of ag­
gression against the Arab nation as a whole, and
for unleashing a war on Korea which had already 
been devastated by the Axis Powers’ savagery. His

successor, a Republican Eisenhower, enchained a 
large number of nations by military pacts and al­
liances under the pretext of containing commun­
ism, encouraged from behind the scenes the Zion­
ists and Anglo-French colonialists to mount the 
Suez aggression, sought to subjugate the people 
of Indo-China who had just overthrown the French 
colonial power and physically intervened in Leba­
non against the will of its people. The record of 
the two subsequent Democratic Party Presidents 
is no brighter either. While Kennedy brought the 
world on the brink of an atomic war by his Cuban 
adventure, Johnson pursued his predecessor’s 
Indo-China policy more vigorously to subdue the 
Vietnamese people. The savage bombing of the 
Gulf of Tonkin betrayed the mafia mentality of a 
President. During Johnson’s Administration a 
number of popular leaders of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America were violently overthrown with the 
direct or indirect connivance of this or that organ 
of the US Government only because these leaders 
did not agree to serve the US global interest at the 
cost of their own national interest. To crown all 
these crimes came the treacherous aggression on 
Arab land in June, 1967, by the Zionists who were 
armed to the teeth by the Johnson Administration. 
Vast areas of Arab territories including the remain­
ing half of Palestine were occupied by the Zionists 
with the economic, political and military assist­
ance of a Democratic Administration. The miseries 
of the Palestinian people further increased and the 
racist nature of the Zionists was exposed to the 
world when the lands of the forcibly displaced 
Arabs were grabbed by the Zionists to make room 
for the exclusive settlements of the Zionists.

Again entered the Republican into the White 
House. During Nixon's one and a half terms of 
office the balance of forces in the international 
arena tilted against imperialist hegemony. The na­
tional liberation movements gained unprecedented 
momentum. The Non-aligned nations asserted 
themselves much more vigorously against the 
politics of blackmail resorted to by aggressive 
military alliances. The newly independent countries 
refused to be brow-beaten at the United Nations 
and other internationaf forums. The anti-imperialist 
alliance of the socialist and non-socialist countries 
was strengthened. The struggle of the most 
acutely suffered people of the present era, that of 
the Palestinians, grew from strength to strength. 
Most African people threw off their colonial yoke. 
The much publicized Vietnamization experiment 
failed. The Arabs regained their self-condifence in 
the latest war with the Zionists and in their battle 
against oil monopolies. Even the Americans them-



selves dared speak out, protest and parade streets 
against the Administration's certain policies.

New Situation. New Tactics

Nixon was intelligent enough to be able to 
read the writings on the wall. The US interest in 
the international field called for a change in tactics. 
Therefore, a master tactician, Henry Kissinger, 
was allowed to play all his tricks. In order to steal 
the limelight from the Vietnam peace marches at 
home, he rushed to Paris to earn for himself Nobel 
peace prize. He successfully hid the fingers that 
triggered the assassin gun in different parts of 
the globe to silence the voices of national dignity. 
He was instrumental in changing the course of the 
October war in favour of the Zionists; and at the 
same time, donning the Arabian outfit in a Law­
rence of Arabia fashion, he was able to attract 
kisses from his Arab "friends".

But, in spite of his intellectual accomplish­
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By Moheyeddin Ismail

People’s Aspirations Fulfilled
It goes without saying that one of the pro­

minent features of our epoch is the emergence of 
the newly liberated countries. But this fact is being 
accompained by some deep qualitative changes 
which are taking place in the world historical pro­
cess. Among these qualitative changes the new 
drastic shift in the historical process has made 
the world balance, in many aspects, tilt in favour 
of developing countries. In the past few years 
some important changes have also taken place in 
the development of the national liberation move­
ments which accelerated changes in the socio­
political structure in many parts of the world 
especially the Third World, according to the re­
quirements of the age.

The fruitful cooperation among those newly 
liberated countries is playing an increasing role ip 
the efforts to build their new society and solve the 
problems of development and dynamic progress. 
Some of these countries are doing better than 
some of the developed capitalist countries as re­
gards many characteristics or prospects of their 
economics. These countries began to have a high 
rate of growth and planned national tasks which 
can better place the material natural resources at 
the service of their peoples, while the Western 
countries are suffering from economic crises and 
convulsions.

This is one of the central issues in the modern 
age.

Faced with the awful and gloomy prospects, 
the West has viewed the future with natural alarm. 
The present rate of economic growth in the West, 
which was supposed to give more and more out­
comes, disappointed all optimistic estimates in 
solving the problems of production. Mass unem­
ployment, squalor, instability, failure of price­
controls and failure in breaking bottlenecks, social 
and political instability, and even the possibility of 
the collapse of the major economic plannings in 
the West are now the imminent and most severe 
and urgent character.

But what are the factors which have the 
primary role behind all these acute convulsions in. 
the West?

Some Western analysts and writers try to 
impose their own views ignoring the substance of 
the problem. Those advocates of the socio-econo­
mic order of the West are trying hard to camou­
flage the essence of the Western crisis, by accus­
ing the Third World, especially those countries 
which slashed the oil weapon against the West.

But it was quite evident from the very begin­
ning of this crisis that it is not an ordinary pheno-

menon, because it  is inextricably and organically 
interconnected with the general crisis of the eco­
nomic order of the West. It is not an ordinary 
phenomenon, since it is the outcome of the histor­
ical stage of the contradictions suffered by the 
Western imperialist countries which are spending 
billions and billions of dollars on maintaining their 
military installations of various kinds, besides the 
internal crisis of the Western economic order which 
gripped the whole systems of the West. Ignoring 
the real substantial facts, the advocates and the 
policy-makers of the West began their move to 
soften the impact of the energy crisis as a step 
towards solving the fatal general crisis in the 
Western imperialist countries. They have been well 
aware that the reaction of the public opinion of 
the West is shocked and concerned. So, they tried 
to explain to the public that the resources of the 
energy will not be exhausted in the near future, 
but they only need a proper organisation and new 
capital investment to bring them again to plentiful 
use. They attempted to explain that the ups and 
downs of energy should serve to strengthen the 
Western stand in general against those new move­
ments in the Third World which are behind all these 
crises in.the West. But what is more important 
is that all their explanations and examinations of 
their present crisis could not conduct new initiat­
ives to solve the present difficulties of the socio­
economic order of the West. They could not iden­
tify the options for the future either.

However, a careful analysis of the whole 
crisis of the West leads to the conclusion that the 
West is not likely to get even close to self-suffic­
iency, rather it will become increasingly dependent 
on Arab oil imports. Even the shift to coal, nuclear 
power, synthetic feuls and other unconventional 
energy sources will not serve to solve the problem 
of the energy crisis in the West.

All these premises explain the spasmodic 
reaction in the imperialist quarters towards the 
historical decision of the Iraqi political leadership 
in nationalizing the natural resources of the 
country.

This decision has been the outcome of the 
historical battle the political leadership encountered 
with success and paved the way for enhancing the 
well-being of the people and achieving the rapid 
planned rehabilitation and development of the 
economy of the country.

The task is arduous and complex, but the 
future is with the struggling people...

The aspirations of the people shall be realised 
to the full, and the age shall witness the eclipse 
of imperialism and monopolies.

K jS i Economic Imbalance 
t^H and Price of Oil

by Kamal Butti

Strangely enough the Western economists 
and specialised press circles are making every ef­
fort to  lay the blame for the energy "crisis" on the 
oil producing countries for adopting a policy of 
limitation and regulation of extraction and for rais­
ing oil prices.

In their accusations. Western oil quarters try 
to forget the fact that over a prolonged period of 
time international oil monopolies empfoyed the 
concession system with the object of plundering 
the oil-producing countries. In 1970, multi-national 
oil monopolies secured 90 per cent of the oil out­
put in Venezuela, 83 per cent in Iran, 100 per cent 
in Nigeria and 80 per cent in Indonesia. In the 
Arab countries, they controlled 77 per cent of the 
total oil output.

The international monopolies have pocketed 
fantastic profits from Arab and non-Arab oil. Ac­
cording to the U.S. "Foreign Affairs Journal", in 
the recent past the oil producing countries received 
18 per cent of the profits while the concession­
aries retained 82 per cent. The journal added that 
the economic miracle in the West was possible 
thanks to  the actual subsidies from the oil produc­
ing countries which in most cases are poor count­
ries. And now, the western press are calculating 
how much the oil producing countries, and espec­
ially some Arab countries, will gain after the succes-

sive rises in the prices of oil. They are inclined to 
forget that these countries have for many dpcades 
been financially backing the industrially advanced 
capitalist states. Suffice it  to mention that the rate 
of profit from Middle Eastern oil reached 500 per 
cent at times, knowing that the cost of oil ex­
tracted in the Arabian Gulf is only five per cent of 
that of American oil. In recent years, the multi­
national oil monopolies have been netting an ave­
rage profit of 3,000 million U.S. dollars a year from 
Middle East oil.

For many years the West compelled the oil 
producing countries to sell oil at very low prices. 
This is the reason of their impoverishment and 
backwardness. It is a well known fact that the 
economic boom in the West was largely achieved 
through the exploitation of theue countries.

Time and again the developing countries have 
said that the oil problem is only a part of the 
general problem confronting the whole of the Third 
World, namely, that of the relation of prices of 
raw materials to those of manufactured goods. 
They stress that this problem. should be solved 
through the coordinated efforts of all the countries. 
The justice of this demand is evident from the 
data of the UN Economic Commission for Africa. 
It was stated that in the last decade alone the 
African countries suffered a loss of about 6,000 
million dollars as a result of non-equivalent ex­
change in trade with the West. It follows that the
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higher price of oil will compensate only to a cer­
tain degree for the losses the developing countries 
suffer as a result of buying manufactured goods 
from the advanced industrialised countries at ar­
bitrary prices.

It is quite obvious then that the struggle of 
the developing countries for the right to  dispose 
of their oil and other raw materiel--resources as 
they see it fit, is actually a fight for economic inde­
pendence and political sovereignty. The escalating 
national liberation movements in Asia. Africa and 
Latin America and the emergence of young national
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Comrade Shibly al-Aysami, Assistant Secretary General of the ABSP, receiving on October 30, comrade Abdul 
Aziz Sally, President of the Mauritanian National Assembly and member of the Political Bureau of the 
Mauritanian People's Party.

President Ahmed Hassan abBakr visiting the Holy Shrines in Kerbala on October 2. President Bakr also 
visited the Holy Shrines in Najaf and Babylon.

NEW S IN PICTURES

At Baghdad International Airport:
Mr. Saddam Hussein, RCC Vice Chairman, welcoming on November 6, Mr. Manea Manescu, Prime Minister 
of the Government of the Socialist Republic of Romania. Mr. Manescu arrived in Baghdad on a few days official 
visit to Iraq.

Comrade Zaid Haider, member of the National Leadership of ABSP, receiving on November 3, Mrs. Fanny 
Adelman, Secretary General of the World Federation of Democratic Women.
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IM PERIALIST SCHEM ING S IN 
INDIAN OCEAN

T H E  T H IR D  A N N IV E R S A R Y

The Iraqi Armed
Forces in the October W ar

by F. el-Manssoury

World imperialism headed by 
American imperialism has been 
trying by all means at its disposal 
including military threat to impose 
its domination over the strategic 
zones in the world and bring 
their peoples under its sphere of 
influence.

The United States recently has 
been focussing its aggressive 
strategy on the Indian Ocean and 
threatening the security and sta­
bility of the littoral and hinterland 
countries. To the United States, 
the Indian Ocean region has a 
special significance which lies in 
its economic and military import­
ance, its rich fields of oil and 
other raw materials.

These unique factors have 
prompted the United States to 
expand its military bases and re­
inforce its fleets in the ocean. 
The build-up of strong military 
force and heavily reinforced air 
and marine bases coupled with 
the storage of nuclear weapons 
in Diego Garcia island in -the cen­
tre of the Indian Ocean testify to 
the designs of US in the region.

The Indian Ocean is a vast lake 
of 75 million sq. kms in area with 
three continents, namely, Africa, 
Asia and Australia overlooking 
it. It is a link for Anglo-Ameri­
can military activity, between the 
Mediterranean and the Atlantic 
Ocean on the one hand and the 
Pacific on the other. In 1966 the 
US and Britain concluded a bila­
teral agreement whereby Ameri-

ca was granted the right to use 
the Diego Garcia island for 50 
years.

Economic Importance of Indian 
Ocean

From the economic view point 
the countries overlooking the Ind­
ian Ocean are very rich in natural 
resources. Therefore, the West­
ern monopoly companies endea­
vour to perpetuate their exploita­
tion of the riches of these count­
ries. In addition to the fabulous oil 
reserves the region is very rich in 
rubber, jute, tea, gold, diamond, 
copper, manganese and other nu­
merous raw materials from which 
the monopoly companies are 
reaping huge profits.

Struggle of the Region's People

Notwithstanding the imperialist 
attempts to perpetuate their pre­
sence in the region the peoples of 
the littoral and hinterland count­
ries are intensifying their struggle 
for turning the Ocean region into 
a zone of lasting peace. In the 
1955 Bandung Summit Con­
ference, the participants called 
for the Indian Ocean to be a zone 
of peace on the grounds that it 
formed a direct link between the 
African and Asian continents. A 
similar resolution was adopted in 
in the 1964 Cairo Non-alignment 
Summit. The Cairo Conference 
denounced all acts by imperialist 
states to  build up military bases 
in the region' which “ will con­
sequently lead to upset the secu-

rity and stability here". As for the 
5th Non-alignment Summit re­
cently held in Colombo. Sri 
Lanka, it again urged the United 
Nations to ensure that the region 
in made a zone of peace.

In 1971 the UN General As­
sembly adopted Resolution No. 
3832 declaring that the Indian 
Ocean be a zone of peace and 
that the Big Powers desist 
from establishing military bases 
on its shores or islands. In 1972 
the General assembly adopted 
another resolution setting up an 
18-nation commission entrusted 
with task of "studying practical 
arrangements for rendering Indian 
Ocean a zone of peace".

teries in their emplacements along the eastern 
bank of the canal.

Guided by clear aerial photos that had been 
taken by reconnaisance planes, each pilot was 
sent on three sorties. But following the first

On the strength of resolutions reached by the 
Joint Arab Defence Council meeting in Cairo in 
January, 1973, Iraq dispatched to Egypt two 
squadrons of Hawker Hunter ground assault air­
craft. Egypt received this wing complete with its

This proves that peoples of the 
region have been intensifying 
their struggle to secure peace and 
stability in the region with view 
to warding off the ghost of war 
which might turn into nuclear 
holocaust destroying the whole 
zone. It also proves that the 
future of imperialist schemings is 
doomed to failure specially after 
the rise o f the Third World count­
ries as an effective power in the 
world.

Nevertheless the peace-loving 
forces in the world are required 
to concert their efforts and to 
stand firm against any attempts 
by imperialist circles that threaten 
the stability of the Indian Ocean 
region and seek to impose for­
eign imperialist domination.

Part III 
the Air Force in 
the Battle: The Sinai Front

pilots and ground control personnel and it was 
attached to Egyptian air force bases. The agree­
ment reached by the two governments within the 
framework of the Joint Arab Defence Council pro­
vided the Egyptian command with permission to 
use the two squadrons whenever it saw fit to do 
so, without first having to refer to Baghdad. Iraq 
placed all its war potential at the service of the 
Arab nation, although it was not consulted about 
the timing of the zero hour.

In the air attacks preceding and accompany­
ing the crossing of the Suez Canal by the Egyptian 
land forces, the Iraqi wing took active part in the 
assaults on enemy bases and communications. 
One squadron was assigned to the Egyptian 
Second Army as its air arm. while the other served 
in the same capacity with the Egyptian Third 
Army. The Iraqi wing was entrusted with a parti­
cularly important task; it was to destroy the vital 
radar station at Gedi and the HAWK missile bases 
in el-Tassa as well as silencing the 175 mm bat­

sorties and after a study of the aerial photos regis­
tering the results of the raids, the pilots were 
told that they need not go on the two other 
sorties; they had fully accomplished their task in 
the first one.

On the second day of the war — the 7th 
of October —  the wing had two missions to ac­
complish: the destruction of a base in el-Tassa as 
well as the HAWK batteries east of this base. 
Then on the next day, an Iraqi formation active on 
the Second Army front was ordered to bomb and 
strafe the headquarters of the enemy command 
in the middle sector. Two other formations were 
dispatched to attack the columns of retreating 
enemy armour. The first formation achieved its 

task, but ack-ack‘ and surface-to-air missiles in­
flicted losses on its planes as they had been flying 
at a low altitude to avoid the danger of long-range 
SAM missiles.

The next couple of days witnessed a lull in 
Arab air activity as the skies were intentionally 
left free for enemy aircraft to roam and thereby 
become target for the SAM missiles.

Then on the 10th, eight enemy aircraft (four 
phantoms and four Mirages) raided the air base 
where Iraqi planes were stationed and damaged 
the air strip, but they failed to hit any Arab plane. 
Engineer units were able, with the assistance of





i s  m o r e  v i c i o u s  f o r  r e a s o n s  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  e v e r y ­
b o d y .  T e l l  u s  b r i e f l y  w h e r e  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  s u b ­
j e c t e d  t o  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t o r t u r e  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h a t 
w a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  t e n d e n c y  o r  a  g o v e r n m e n t 
p o l i c y .

A .  M o s t  c e r t a i n l y  ( i t  i s )  a  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y . 
T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r a c i s t 
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Z i o n i s t  t h o u g h t .  B u t  I d o  n o t  t h i n k 
t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e c i f i e s  c e r t a i n  m e t h o d s  f o r 
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  t o  f o l l o w . . .  h e  i s  e n t i t l e d  a n d 
g i v e n  t h e  g r e e n  l i g h t  t o  i n v e n t  a n d  e v e n  “ c r e a t e " 
( n e w )  m e t h o d s ;  o f  c o u r s e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  “ a c a ­
d e m i c "  s t u d i e s  h e  r e c e i v e s  a t  t h e  “ I s r a e l i "  a r m y .

f o l l o w i n g  n a m e s :  M o h a m e d  A b d u l l a h  a l - A y a s h , 
2 1 ;  N a s s e r  a l - S h a k h s h i r e  ( r e l a t i v e  t o  M a r y  a l - S h a k h - 
s h i r e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  b r u t a l l y  t o r t u r e d  a n d  i s  s u f ­

f e r i n g  a  l i f e  s e n t e n c e ,  ( I R A Q  T O D A Y ,  S e p t e m b e r 
1 6 - 3 0 ,  1 9 7 6 ) ;  S h a k k e r  a l - K h a r r a z z ;  F a r r i d  a l - T a r - 

t o o s h ,  J o s e p h  a l - J e b b a l i ,  4 5 ;  N i m e r  J a c o b  S h a k k o u r ; 
A b d u l l a h  H e l l a l  T o m a h  a n d  f i n a l l y  m y  o w n  f a t h e r 
O s m a n  a l - B a h s h  w h o  w a s  l i q u i d a t e d  b e f o r e  m y 
o w n  e y e s .  P r o f e s s o r  I s r a e l  S h a h a k  i s s u e d  a  c o m ­
m u n i q u e  c o n d e m n i n g  t o r t u r e  i n  “ I s r a e l "  a f t e r  t h e 
m u r d e r  o f  m y  f a t h e r .  A l s o ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  m e n t i o n 
h e r e  t h a t  v e r y  f e w  c o r p s e s  a r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e 
f a m i l i e s  c o n c e r n e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  w i p e  o u t  a n y  e v i d ­
e n c e  o f  p r a c t i s i n g  t o r t u r e . . .

O n e  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  t o r t u r e  f a c t o r i e s

I f e l t  t h e n  t h a t  m y  t o r t u r e r  w a s  e n j o y i n g  h i s  w o r k . 
H e  u s e d  t o  r e a c t  w i t h  a  s m i l e  t o  e v e r y  s c r e a m .  I 
r e m e m b e r  o n c e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  h a d  t o l d  m e  “ y o u 
a r e  i n n o c e n t  a n d  b e i n g  w r o n g e d "  b u t  “ I  w a n t  t o 
t o r t u r e  y o u " .  H e  i s  c a l l e d  A b u  M o s h e ,  a n  o f f i c e r 

w i t h  t h e  r a n k  o f  c a p t a i n  a t  S a r f a n d  ( m i l i t a r y  j a i l ) ,

Q .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  f e l l o w 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  s u r v i v e  t h e 
i n g e n i o u s  “ I s r a e l i "  m e t h o d s ?

A .  I t  i s  o n l y  a  m i r a c l e  t h a t  I a m  s t i l l  a l i v e .  A n d 
b e i n g  a  w i t n e s s  t o  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  m y  c o m ­
r a d e s  w h o  m e t  t h e i r  m a r t y r d o m  b e f o r e  m y  o w n 
e y e s  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  m y  h e a r i n g  I  c i t e  t h e

Q .  I n  w h i c h  p r i s o n s  d i d  t h e s e  c r i m e s  t a k e 
p l a c e ?

A .  M o h a m m e d  A b u  A y a s h  w a s  m u r d e r e d  i n 
S a r f a n d  j a i l ;  N a s s e r  a l - S h a k h s h i r e  i n  B e i r  S a b b e ’ e . 
S h a k k e r  a l - K h a r r a z z .  N i m e r  J a c o b ,  A b d u l l a h  H e l l a l 
a n d  J o s e p h  J e b b a l i  i n  N a b l u s ;  F a r r i d  a l - T a r t o o s h 
i n  S a r f a n d  a l s o ,  w h i l e  m y  f a t h e r  w a s  d o n e  t o 

d e a t h  i n  N a b l u s  p r i s i o n .

Q .  I g a t h e r  f r o m  w h a t  y o u  s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h e 
p l a c e s  w h e r e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  d e t a i n e d ,  a  s p e c i a l l y 
v u l g a r  a n d  c r u d e  k i n d  o f  t o r t u r e ,  t h e  f r u i t  o f  a
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B O O K S

J a c q u e s  C o u l a n d

I s r a e l 
e t  I e

P r o c h e - O r i e n t  a r a b e

e l s

F o r  n o n - M i d d l e  E a s t e r n e r s  a n y  r e v e l a t i o n  o f 
t h e  t r u t h  l y i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  M i d d l e 
E a s t  i s  a n  e y e - o p e n e r .  F o r  u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n y 
w r i t i n g s ,  h o w e v e r  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e 
o f  b e i n g  o b j e c t i v e ,  c o m e  t o  e m p h a s i s e  w h a t  i s 
a l r e a d y  k n o w n  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s c o v e r  n e w  f a c t s  o r 
m a k e  b r e a k t h r o u g h s .

T h e  a u t h o r  t r a c e s  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e 
o f  ' ’ I s r a e l "  b a c k  t o  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r .  T h e  i m ­
p e r i a l i s t  p o w e r s  c o v e t e d  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  T h e y 
k n o w  t h e  d a n g e r  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i f  t h e  l i n k  b i n d ­
i n g  t h e  A r a b  n a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  s o  s t r o n g  a s  t o 
m a k e  o f  t h e m  o n e  s t a t e .  I n  t h e  s e c r e t  S y k e s - P i c o t 
t r e a t y  t h e  W e s t  p l o t t e d  t h e  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
A r a b s  a n d  t h e  d i s m e m b e r m e n t  o f  t h e i r  l a n d s , 
w h i l e  w i t h  t h e  B a l f o u r  D e c l a r a t i o n  t h e y  d r o v e  a 
w e d g e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  A r a b  n a t i o n .  I n d e e d  t h e 
n i g h t m a r e  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a 

s t r o n g  A r a b  n a t i o n  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e  A r a b i a n 
G u l f  t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O c e a n .  F r o m  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l 
t h i s  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  i n  t h e 
w h o l e  w o r l d .  W i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l  i t s  v a l u e 

i n c r e a s e d  h u n d r e d f o l d .

V a g u e  p r o m i s e s  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  A r a b s 
d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n s .  T h o s e 
p r o m i s e s  e v a p o r a t e d  a s  s o o n  a s  v i c t o r y  w a s  w o n .

A s  t h a t  w a r  w a s  j u s t l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  c o n f l i c t 
b e t w e e n  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o w e r s  f o r  i m p e r i a l i s t  e n d s , 
m o r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  s c a r c e l y  r e l e v a n t  i n  j u d g -

“ I s r a e l ”
a n d  t h e  A r a b  N e a r  E a s t

b y  J a c q u e s  C o u l a n d
A  b o o k  w r i t t e n  i n  M a y ,  1 9 6 9 ,  a b o u t  t h e 

M i d d l e  E a s t  ( s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  F r e n c h  a s 
t h e  N e a r  E a s t )  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  u p - t o - d a t e  t o 
g i v e  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p i c t u r e  o f  a n  a r e a  w h e r e 
h i s t o r y  i s  c h a n g i n g  e x t r e m e l y  r a p i d l y  a s  i f  t o  m a k e 
u p  f o r  i t s  i m p e r c e p t i b l e  p a c e  s o m e  c e n t u r i e s 
b e f o r e  t h e  t w e n t i e t h .  V e r y  f e w  a r e a s  i n  t h e  p r e ­

s e n t  w o r l d  m a t c h  t h i s  o n e  i n  t h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n 
o f  e v e n t s  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e 
o f  i t s  s o c i e t i e s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  s u d d e n  r e ­

v e r s a l s .  u p h e a v a l s ,  w a r s  a n d  c i v i l  w a r s .

i n g  t h e  t r e a c h e r y  o f  t h e  a l l i e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  A r a b s . 
I t  w a s  f o r  t h e  A r a b s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  w r e s t  t h e i r 
f r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e i r  n e w  o p p r e s s o r s .

T h e  a u t h o r  s t r e s s e s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  m o t i v a ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  w h i c h  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  a r e a 
s i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  a n d  s u c c e e d s  i n 

e x p o s i n g  t h e i r  u t t e r  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  i t s 
p e o p l e s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  A r a b  p e o p l e .

W h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  Z i o n i s t  s e t t l e m e n t s 
b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  " I s r a e l "  h e  m a k e s

i  2 8 .
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which proved better than the 
bricks used in earlier Arabic build­
ings. For this reason al-Mustan- 
siriyah has survived the weather­
ing which caused the collapse of 
the most important monuments in 
Iraq, not to say the least about 
floods, foreign invasion and raids.

Al-Mustansiriyah is provided 
with every utility and facility. It 
has its own mosque, bath, dis­
pensary, stores, garden and big 
library. The school carried on giv­
ing lessons until 1533 when 
Baghdad ceased to be the seat 
of government and centre of cul­
ture and learning, i.e., when this 
great city was vanquished.

were completely taken care of. 
They were given free food and 
board as well as a monthly salary 
to help them cover the outlays 
which might have been neces­
sary in a city offering beside edu­
cation every sort of pleasure arid 
fun.

A  turbanned professor with 
his Hinnaed (Dyed) beard and 
dignified black robe used to sit 
on a stool flanked by two assist­
ants, and give his useful lectures. 
The young students who were 
also turbanned but with no 
beards, sat opposite the profes-

sor attentively to grasp what he 
was saying; the Koran classes 
might have been very interesting, 
for the majority of students were 
selected from the blind. They

the medical students, as the blind 
were supposed to repeat many 
times what verses of the Koran 
the professor had said before 
these were committed to their 
young and sharp memories. Every 
professor had 30 students to 
teach Koranic sciences whereas 
other disciplines had a smaller 
number of students.

A  special bath was reserved 
for the canonists while the staff 
and students used the school’s 
public bath. The medical profes­
sor was supposed to be a Mos­
lem and highly qualified. He was 
assisted by ten medical research­
ers. Al-Mustansiriyah school's 
library was world famous. Thous­
ands of books and manuscripts 
were placed at the disposal of the 
students. A history book points 
out that once robbers broke into 
the library and made away with 
the money deposited with it. No 
doubt this suggests that books 
were lent to non-member readers 
against a deposit. It is also said 
that the library was staffed by 
three men.

Other buildings were annexed 
to this school to provide addition­
al room for lectures. Tradition 
says that a time-keeping device 
or a clock of some sort was in­

stalled in a prominent part of the

A t present the small mosque 
of Al-Mustansiriyah is converted 
into a small museum displaying 
some relics of its time. Repro­
ductions of similar Baghdadi 
buildings help the visitor to make 
a full idea about the artistic skill 
of the Moslem Arab artist who 
contributed in some way or ano­
ther to this monument. Maps of 
Baghdad and the world as ima­
gined by Arab geographers toge­
ther with reproductions showing 
the school before its restoration 
are also displayed. A small set of 
coins minted in the era of Al- 
Mustansir Billah, together with an 
astrolabe give some idea about 
the role of this cultured Caliph. 
On display also are the tree of 
the Arabic inscriptions as well as 
reproductions of letters from Pro­
phet Mohammed to the Negus, 
Kufic writings, and samples of 
tombstones which are beautifully 
engraved.

However, the continuous work 
currently being carried out by the 
Directorate General of Antiquities, 
in this important site, will provide 
further useful information and 
details on the architecture of this 
school.

Medical Profession 
Originated in Iraq

In the fertile valley between the 
Tigris and the Euphrates medical 
texts written on cuneiform tab­
lets, comprising collections of 
prescriptions, have been disco­
vered at the Library of Ashur- 
banipal at Nineveh. These cunei­
form texts first describe the sym­
ptom, then a list of these cunei­
form texts first describe the symp­
tom, then a list of pharmaceutical 
material and end with instruc­
tions for the preparation and ap­
plication of the remedy. Hammu­
rabi's Code unearthed in Baby­
lon regulates surgery and medical 
profession by strict laws.

Medicine in ancient Iraq is of 
tw o sorts — one kind based on 
magical acts and the other on 
pure medical prescription. The 
magic priest-physician is not 
covered by Hammurabi's Code

because of his sacred character 
but if  he practises surgery he 
submits to the Codification. Ac­
cording to our ancestors disease 
is a punishment inflicted by the 
gods upon men for their sins. 
They believe if a man sins his 
god abandons him, paving the 
way for bad demons to penetrate 
his body. To discover the key 
to health, it is imperative to put 
the question to the gods, who 
are considered the absolute mas­
ters of all destinies. The sick man, 
in sinning, offends his god who 
protects him. The priest-physic­
ian, who is called Ashipa, sees 
the disease from this magical 
standpoint. Therefore, he pres­
cribes only one remedy: placate 
god to recover his protection to 
drive out the demons. The priest­
physician asks his patient: What

is your sin? Have you ever in­
cited son against father, father 
against son, friend against 
friend? Have you committed ag­
gression against your neighbour? 
Have you stolen, or caused 
others to steal? Is your mouth 
true but your heart false? Then, 
according to the patient's ans­
wers to these or other questions, 
magic rites are performed.

But a practitioner-physician has 
to spend years at school learning 
the basic sciences and many 
more years with a senior profes­
sional master physician. These 
types of physicians practise their 
medicine solely without the help 
of a magician. They seek botanic­
al and mineralogical sources for 
their prescriptions. Most of their 
drugs come from plants such as 
palm tree, mustard, thyme, figs 
and pears. They also make use 
of processed products, such as 
wine and vegetable oils.

Exchange of doctors and phy­
sicians from one country to ano­
ther is a common practice. Doc­
tors from ancient Iraq are sent 
to the Hittite king in Turkey and 
to the Egyptian pharoahs. The 
Persians invoke the help of the 
Assyrians, who establish the 
school of medicine and hospital 
called "Jindisabur". All the sur- 
sounding peoples depend on this 
medical school’ and hospital for 
completing their studies and 
learning the methods of treat­
ment practised by other people. 
One of its talented Arab students 
is Al-Hareth bin Keida, a pre- 
Islamic medical man.

Annual shows on latest medi­
cal techniques are held in Baby­
lon and Nineveh. These exhibi­
tions are supervised by court 
physician-surgeon. Prizes are 
awarded for oustanding exhibits. 
A t one of such shows in the 
city of Babylon a model liver 
given to medical students to 
teach them the secrets of dia­
gnosis by which the disease has 
been exhibited.
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PRESS O P IN IO N
ATH-THAWRA (Iraq)

The Baghdad daily Ath-Thawra sternly casti­
gated the US-led capitalist campaign against the oil 
producing countries to bar them from readjusting 
the prices of their oil or "more specifically speaking 
to make a very partial re-adjustment would not 
exceed the lowest lim its".

The daily organ of the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party noted that the campaign was being escalated 
as the ministerial meeting of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) scheduled 
for mid-December next in Doha, Qatar, drew nearer.

"The campaign", the paper stressed, "has been 
taking different forms, the most dangerous among 
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