


ERRATA

On page 10, read: Gateway to the Cifte
Minare Mosque - Sivas 
Turkey

In place of : The gateway to Allauttin 
Mosque at Konya Turkey



INTRODUCTION

I. The CENTO Symposium on Archaeology w
at Lahore during March 1964. The Museums A
tion of Pakistan held its annual conference at th
time which enabled nearly 60 of its members to att
joint deliberations of the Symposium and the conf
Iran, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United
were represented by eminent archaeologists. Th
versity of the Panjab played the role of a host pr
many facilities to delegates. The Minister of Infor



The stag — a deity ?-

of Greco-Roman times, soldiers from Europe swept 
across into the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent. Magnificent 
cities and palaces, statues and columns, all over the re
gion, show interpretations of Greco-Roman themes, which 
must, in some instances, have been carried out by local 
craftsmen. Gandhara art sculptures at Swat and Pesha
war present a striking example of this influence. In the 
great flowering of Islamic art, architects and designers 
knew each other’s great buildings and adapted them to 
make the best use of local conditions, skills and materials.

(Sialk III 4000 BC)

Undoubtedly commercial transactions and free movement 
of the artists in those days were contributory to the 
dissemination of these a rt forms.

4. The uniform character of art in this vast region 
often with ethnic and linguistic variety is indeed as sur-



The Eagle, a heraldic or religious theme

wall at Taxila — Pakistan.

prising as it is revealing of the common heritage which 
binds these three countries together from ages past. We 
present here a small selection of photographs illustrating 
this most fascinating link.

5. This booklet is intended as an introduction to the 
historical and artistic wonders found in Iran, Pakistan 
and Turkey and is offered as a by-product of the Sympo
sium on Archaeology held a t Lahore.



EXCERPTS FROM PRESIDENTIAL ADD
BY DR. F. A. KHAN

DIRECTOR OF ARCHAEOLOGY, PAKIST
DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF T

OPENING OF CENTO SYMPOSIUM O
ARCHAEOLOGY AT LAHORE ON MARCH 

The present Symposium is a commendable pro
organized by CENTO, as archaeology is the on
pline which can effectively reconstruct the story
past. Recent developments in archaeological te
both in the field and in the laboratory, make it
for us to visualize the way of life even of those 
women of remote antiquity who made the first ste



Gateways and Mosqi

at Konya — Turkey.

presence of the first metal object in Anatolia and Iran 
introduced the very term “Early Chalcolithic”. In a later 
period. Iranian influence seems to have been the main 
source for animal representation on painted pottery. The 
Hittite archaeology is further contributory to the under
standing of the common heritage of the region.

The Iranian plateau is a triangle, set between two



depressions, the Persian Gulf to the south an
Sea to the north. It forms a promontory wh
steppes of inner Asia to the plateau of Asia 
ly, the mountains bordering the Iranian trian
pleted by a southern chain, the Makran, a 
by two passes, one to Bandar Abbas, former
ous port on the Gulf of Oman, the other le
Baluchistan and Quetta. Geography can thu
the historic part which the Plateau was c
play in the course of thousands of years of hu
The archaeological researches in Iran presen
tively a vivid picture of Iran from earliest t
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Octagonal Mausolea

AH Cofer Tomb, Konya — Turkey 
Mir Masum’s tomb Minaret, 

Sukkur — Pakistan



of the world famous Indus Civilization, at any 
its more material aspects.

About 5,000 years ago, Pakistan witnessed a
revolution which is known as 'The Indus Civilizat
to its immediate ancestry, there is indeed very little
to us. However, the recent archaeological excavati
ducted by the Department of Archaeology, Pakis
Kot Diji, have revealed an earlier phase to the Ind
ley Civilization. At Kot Diji, sixteen strata hav
recognized in one section; the top four of them we
or mixed 'Indus Civilization* while the underlying
were of an antecedent culture. The uppermost o
twelve underlying layers, immediately beneath th
material, produced a Carbon 14 date of 2463 B.C



\ C e r a m i c x  and Inlay Work----------------------------------------------------

the different elements. Similar common forms and con
tents can be observed in calligraphy, miniature painting 
and all branches of Islamic art. This uniform character 
of a rt in this wide region with ethnic and linguistic 
variety is indeed the lasting contribution of the Islamic 
way of life and attitude which conquered the barriers of 
race and language. Mnsjed-i-Vakil, 

Shiraz



CENTO
CULTURAL

RELATIONS
PROGRAMME

Iran, Pakistan and Turkey belong to a 
cultural pattern which is strikingly similar. 
CENTO’s Cultural Programme aims prima
rily at spotlighting this pattern with a view to 
creating greater mutual understanding and 



CENTRAL TREATY ORGANIZATION 
PUBLIC  R E L A TIO N S  D IV IS IO N 

ANKARA, TURKEY
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