
PAL
301.431095694
JON

UWVE; f OF EXETER

A NEW BEGINNING IN

wl —

CENTRE FOR AFAS G'&F STU2IES

SERVICE 1949 19 60



T H E

Y . M . C . A .

H A S H E M IT E  K IN G D O M  O F  J O R D A N

THE STORY OF A TENT

C H R I S T I N A  H. J O N E S

J E R U S A L E M  -  J O R D A N

1 9  6  0





find shelter. There was an urgent need to find out, if pos­
sible, how many refugees there were in the area, in other 
words, a census was called for.

The almost impossible task of numbering the refugees 
was solved by the simple expedient of asking the Trans- 
Jordan government to place a six hour curfew over the 
entire area. During that period a large number of volunteers, 
teachers, social workers, and former government officials 
went into action and the task was accomplished with 
reasonable accuracy, perhaps a more accurate census than 
has been made in any attempt since then. A modest office 
which had been opened in Ramallah by the Y.M.C.A. 
served as the center of this activity. Then followed the 
first organization for large scale distribution of food for the 
refugees, which was supplied by the government of Trans- 
Jordan. More important, this census gave the International 
Red Cross a workable basis when it was called on by the 
U.N. in November, 1948 to set up a relief programme.



It is estimated that at the beginning of December, 
1948 there were 67,000 refugees in the Aqabat Tabr camp 
alone. This camp has remained the largest refugee camp 
in the Middle East, having at the present time a population 
of 38,000 persons.

The United Nations through the agency of the 
International Red Cross could provide food, shelter, and 
medical care for the people but the Y .M .C .A . Team saw 
that some program of education and recreation must be 
introduced to care for the young people, who comprised 
almost one-half of the camp.

A school seemed a logical beginning, but when fifteen 
hundred boys applied within a few days after a start was 
made, the idea had to be given up temporarily as there 
was no equipment or facilities of any kind. The resources 
of the Y .M .C.A. were the team, and a solitary tent pitched 
on the border of the Camp area. This was the office 
and residence of the General Secretary and it became the 
nucleus of the significant program that was to grow through 
the next ten years in a remarkable way.



Formal Schooling begins alif, ba. etc. .



To-day, eighty young men are learning to be skilled artisans.

Spraying —Deep concentration as the finishing 
process is done.The project caught on and soon more young men 

were enrolled and more machinery needed. Mr. Nasir, the 
General Secretary, brought this to the attention of the 
Near East Christian Council Committee for Refugee Work. 
The opportunity to give relief constructively to the youth 
of Jordan appealed to the committee and in time it was 
able to contribute to the operating budget to such an 
extent that Mr. Nasir could report in 1958: “ The vocational 
training center owes its continuing existence, in the first 
place, to the NECCCRW.” Others besides the NECCCRW 
have given generous help. The Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, the Presbyterian Church, the Disciples of Christ, 
the Church of the Brethren, the Oxford Committee for 
Famine Relief, Tapline, Beirut, and numerous individuals 
have been moved to give machinery, tools and other aids. 
Today, visitors to the Vocational Training Centre see 
eighty young men learning to be skilled artisans. They 
make wrought-iron and wooden furniture of great beauty, 
and are trained in electric-welding, painting, spraying, french
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Making a stool to be sold in Jerusalem.



polishing, and laundry work* Recently, under a master sent 
by the German Y.M .CA. in the interest of world fellowship, 
upholstry has been developed* Equipment is of a high 
standard and the finished work, sold in the Y.M.C.A. shop 
in Jerusalem, is eagerly bought* This shop, set up in a 
town of considerable size in any country, would attract 
attention with the beauty of its display from the magnificent 
wrought-iron door through which you enter to the smallest 
table in the corner* It is compelling evidence that these 
ancient skills live on in the people of Palestine*

BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM

Splendid as these achievements are, Mr* Nasir and 
his able staff feel that the most successful aspect of the 
program has been psychological* In the early days of voca­
tional training, it was hard to keep the boys long enough 
for them to become highly skilled. Eager to be earning, 
more eager to be getting away from the limitations and 



rebuild their homes and which made the showroom in Jeru­
salem so much admired* He completed his course- in 1957 
when he was eighteen* Two years later, he has his own 
carpenter shop in Amman and employs six workers* Thus 
in a short time seven families are benefiting from the 
industry of one graduate* It took marked initiative for a 
young man to start his own business and hard work to 
make it succeed, but Ramadan had acquired the confidence 
necessary to go ahead from the exacting training and man­
ifest achievements of the Vocational Training School in 
Jericho. His example is an inspiration to the boys in the 
school and has helped break down the prejudice against 
manual work by young men who hold school certificates.

Graduates of the Jericho Y.M.C.A* Vocational Train­
ing Center may be found in many parts of the Middle 
East* They are earning good salaries and contributing to 
the support of their families. Trained, as they are, to be skilled 
artisans, they can look to the future with confidence, and 
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Exhibition room in Jerusalem for Jericho Products.
This shop has many buyers attracted by the beauty of its display from the magnificent wrought-iron 
door through which they enter to the smallest table in the corner.

JERICHO



JERUSALEM
The basic and continuing work of the Jordan Y.M.C.A. 

must inevitably be centered in Jerusalem. Y.M.C.A. work 
has been carried on in this area for eighty-one years but 
its greatest period followed the dedication of the “ most 
beautiful Y.M.C.A. building in the world” during the 
Easter season. 1933. This building was the realization of a 
vision of service and made possible by the Christian 
stewardship of two successful American business men. Mr. 
James Newbegin Jarvie and Mr. Charles Davidson, and 
Dr. A.C. Harte, their schoolmate, who gave a life of ser­
vice to the Y.M.C.A. Dedicated leaders maintained the 
ideals, of the Y.M.C.A. through the years and it became a 
remarkable Christian witness in the City of Calvary.

With the Partition of Palestine and the further part­
ition of Jerusalem, this building is now in the Israeli 



the Y.M.C.A. sent funds for this and the house was soon 
filled with young men for whom almost no recreational or 
other facilities had been available for a long time*

Fortunately, before the partition line through Jerusa­
lem became the fixed entity it is today, Mr. Nasir was 
able to get seventeen English and Arabic typewriters from 
the big Y.M.C.A. which had been used in their program. 
This made it possible to get on with classes in typing, and 
Mr. Nasir, a professional accountant, taught classes in 
book-keeping and accountancy to competent young men 
and women. Funds were also made available to help thirty 
boys complete the remaining year or two of their high 
school courses.

The Lind house soon became too small for the activi­
ties of the Y, as the young people finding “something to do, 
something to help us get on”  crowded its doors. In 1953, 
Miller Hall, named for Alvah L. Miller who for sixteen 
years was the beloved secretary of the Jerusalem Y.M.C.A., 
was built behind the house. Classes were now provided for 





OLIVET ON PALM SUNDAY

Visitors in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday are invited to 
join members of the Y.M.C.A. on the walk from Bethany 
to the Mount of Olives* Starting at dawn, the party walks 
up the slope of the mountain, past Bethphage and on to 
the Mount of Olives to a site from which Jesus might 
have looked into Jerusalem and wept over it* The city lies 
serene in the morning light, and the rising sun catches the 
lovely colours of the tiles of the beautiful Dome of the 
Rock, casting a glow over the Temple area* In the brief 
service held here* the pilgrim tries to sense the experience 
of Jesus as he wept over the city, realizing he was about 
to face the great challenge to his teachings, and a clearer 
vision may come of the swift-moving events that led to 
Calvary. From here, also, he can visualize the happy 
throng that led Jesus to the Temple, strewing palms in his 
way, singing and dancing as they went, a scene, however, 
which was to be followed in five days by the loneliness of 
the journey to Golgotha.



Bethlehem - Christmas Eve.
Sheep grazing in the Field of the Shepherds, in the foreground is the cave.

Service in the Shepherd’s Field on Christmas Eve.

BETHLEHEM
CHRISTMAS EVE

Another special service which the Y.M.C.A. offers is 
through the service at the Shepherds Field near Bethlehem 
on Christmas Eve. This plot of ground was bought by Dr. 
A. C. Harte, secretary of the Jerusalem Y.M.C.A. from 
1918-1930. For many years, members of the Y, their 
friends and visitors, have gathered for an annual service 
and supper such as shepherds might have shared. At this 
place, away from the noise and confusion of the town, it 
is easier to think of the shepherds gating into the clear, 
starry skies and seeing the one star that was to lead them 
to the Child.
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Each year the group that meets here is larger. A 
service of Christmas hymns and prayers and a talk is held. 
The discovery in recent years of a remarkable cave has 
added to the atmosphere of the Shepherds Field. Nowa­
days, the sheep for the “ feast”  are roasted in it and fol­
lowing the service each visitor has a piece of lamb with 
freshly baked whole-wheat bread.

But the Shepherds Field is not kept as a shrine or a 
“ museum-piece” . It is a year round place of activity. In 
1955, an attractive hostel was built through the kindness of 
Mr. Donovan Beachley of Hagerstown, Maryland, and the 
International Committee of the Y.M.C.A., New York. Its 
purpose is to serve as a retreat and a summer camp center 
and it is ideally situated to serve both purposes. To people 
no longer young, its serenity and simplicity assures rest and 
inspiration, and it provides a place where leaders of the 
Y.M.C.A. can meet to plan their work. During the sum­
mer, 180 boys camp on the spacious grounds in two-week 
shifts. Away from the Old City with its crowded streets, 
it affords plenty of room for games and constructive 
recreation of all kinds under the trees.

In the summer of 1959, it was placed at the disposal 
of the Y.W.C.A. for a ten-day camp for school girls. They 
came from Amman, Jericho, and Jerusalem and under able 
leadership the girls had a happy time. Study and play
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under the trees in the daytime and “ sings”  under the stars 
in the Shepherds Field before bedtime cannot but be a 
beautiful memory to help these girls through life.

A NEW BUILDING FOR THE NEW DAY

The present membership of the Jerusalem Y .M .C.A . 
is 350 and it is open to young men of all creeds. The 
miracle of the Jerusalem Y.M .C.A. in Jordan today is that it 
does so much with such limited facilities. The need for a 
larger building is urgent as membership grows and new 
opportunities for service develop.

Recently, the land adjoining the present Y.M .C.A. 



Facilities of the new Y.M.C.A. Building

A New Building for a New Era

BASEM ENT
1. Swimming Pool
2. Bowling Alleys

^  3. Arts & Crafts for Boys
4. Changing Rooms:

J£ (a) Boys (b) Adults (c) Mens club.
5. Boiler room.

GROUND FLOOR
I. Library
2. Squash Court
3. Gymnasium
4. Weight-Lifting Room

^4 5. Juniors’ Club Games Room
6. Soda Fountain
7. Restaurant
8. Kitchen
9. Lounges

FIR ST FLOOR
1. Auditorium
2. Four class Rooms
3. Meditation Room

SECOND FLOOR
l .  11 Double rooms x 2 =  22
2. 6 Single rooms =  6

THIRD FLOOR
I. I t  Double rooms x 2 =  22
2. 6 Single rooms =  6

34 rooms total beds 56
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T h is  pamphlet has told the first part of the 

Story of a Tent. The second chapter is for the 

future, much of which depends on our friends. 

May we invite you to have a part in the 

development of this program.

Contributions toward the new building or 

any aspect o f the work may be sent to

Mr. Labib Nasir,
General Secretary
Young Mens Christian Association

P. O. B. 23, Jerusalem. JORDAN.
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WORLD Y. W. C. A. WORK  WITH ARAB REFUGEES.

REPORT FOR THE Y EAR NOV :  1954 TO OCT:  1955.

Another year has gone by and still the needs of the Arab Refugees are 
as great as ever. The United Nations has agreed to care for them for another 
five years, but this very fact bringing with it a sense of greater permanence is 
depressing. Better and more schools have been built, though in the Aqabat Jaber 
Camp the extra accommodation is for boys and the capacity for girls is the same 
as in October 1954 when it was increased. It will be seen therefore that the 
World YWCA School (or Centre as it should now be called for it is so much 
more than a school) is serving a very real need for women and girls in the 
largest camp in Jordan.

The addition of a kitchen and storeroom built very largely with the first 
profits of the small doll industry, have been invaluable for the cooking classes 
and for the safe keeping of the food for these, clothing when available, and 
other stores.

Anniversary celebrations were held early in December, when eleven girls 
received certificates for dress making having successfully passed an examination. 
An entertainment was given by the girls to a large audience, which included 
songs, recitations and a short drill display.

Elia Photo-Seroice Jerusalem Doll Making

One of the older girls has proved herself so useful she has now been taken 
on the staff to help with teaching literacy and other simple subjects to the 
younger girls, for which she receives a monthly salary. It is most interesting to 
note how the girls, who have been attending regularly now for two years have 
developed in every way. They are more alert mentally, self respecting, reliant 
and helpful.
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A kind g ift fro m  the Am erican Friends o f the M iddle East made it  pos
to build a pou ltry  house and start a pou ltry  p ro je c t w ith hens from  the 
Developm ent Society. The girls are taught the co rre c t feeding and how to 
the birds healthy and the  house and run clean and fresh. The eggs, which
in great demand, are all scamped w ith  the  name of the centre . A second h
fo r  the rearing o f baby chicks is now being bu ilt, also from  the p ro fits  o
doll industry.

This litt le  industry has succeeded beyond all expectations. During the 
m er when the UNRW A school was closed and about sixty extra girls were t
in to  the centre  fo r  dress making cooking and doll making, there  were one hun
and seventy girls on the register and the huts were very overcrowded. T
were so many orders fo r  the litt le  models in national costume that seventy 
received paym ent fo r  work done in addition to the two staff m em bers em pl
fo r this. One of the best g irl workers now receives a m onth ly salary instea
being paid by piece w ork. In the last six m onths gross takings have been Jo
Dinars 250. As orders come from  overseas payments are o ften  slow in co
a fte r the dolls have been dispatched, so this figure  is only approxim ate and 
not include outstanding amounts due. W hen all expenses, salaries and wages 
been paid all p ro fits  are put back in to  the centre  in im provem ents o f some 

The wom en’ s group has grown so large it is impossible to  m eet all toge
There are now one hundred and twenty m embers and they m eet twice a 
in two groups. In o rder to  encourage the m others to  keep th e ir  children c
and healthy a Baby Show was held in the early sum m er w ith th ree  classes, u
th ree  years, two years and one year. Prizes were given in each class and e
child entered received a suitable garm ent. The UNRW A camp Health Educ



As in A m m an th e  w o rk  is seriously handicapped by th e  sm all prem ises and th e re 
is u rg e n t need to  m ove to  a m ore adequate house. C lub A c tiv ities  are ca rried 
on in all centres.

O w ing to  th e  gen ero s ity  o f o th e r YW CA N a tiona l Associations it  has now 
been m ade possible th ro ugh  th e  M utua l Service C o m m itte e  o f the  W o rld  YW C A, 
to  have a paid N a tiona l G eneral Secretary w o rk ing  fu ll t im e  fo r  th e  YW C A o f 
Jordan and tak ing  ove r gradua lly th e  respons ib ility  fo r  th e  Refugee W o rk . Miss 
Julia Awad fo rm e r ly  G eneral S ecre ta ry in A m m an and a YW CA w o rk e r o f many 
years expe rience , has been app o in ted  to  th is  post.

Two delegates fro m  Jordan w e n t to  th e  W o rld  YW C A C ouncil m ee ting  held 
in London in this cen tenn ia l year o f the  YW CA, durin g  which th e  Association was 
accepted in to  fu ll a ffilia tio n  w ith  the  W o rld  YW C A. This expe rience  o f m eeting 
w ith  th re e  hundred  w om en fro m  nearly sixty d if fe re n t coun tries  was inspiring 
and enrich ing  and they  should have m uch to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e ir  own associa­
tio n . A lthough  th e ir  fares w ere  found  in o th e r ways th e  local cen tres  gave JD 60. 
fo r  th e ir  council expenses so these delegates cou ld  tru ly  fe e l they  w e re  sent by 
th e ir  fe llo w  m em bers. W ith  th is  happy sp irit  o f loyal c o -o p e ra tio n  th e  YW C A 
o f Jordan looks fo rw a rd  co n fid e n tly  to  the  fu tu re .

HILDA G. POLE

Jerusalem, Nov. 1955

London Studio Amman Home Economic’s Class, Amman

rue COMMERCIAL PRESS - JERUSALEM
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