
Mini?





The Second Anniversary —  sweet 
and fragrant —  of the glorious July 
Revolution is again in sight. With its 
approach, there appear, in relief, the 
marvellous achievements which the 
Revolution has realized —  during this 
short period —  in all fields.

Within 2 years only, our Iraq has 

fundamental and basic reforms— social, 
cultural and economic.

Two years is not a long period in 
the history of States and People — 
nevertheless, the road ahead of us is 
clear, the more we go forward, the more 
its landmarks become visible —  there 
appears a great hope, although distant, 
yet within our grasp: e.g. to see this 



Days passed in the race for time; 
and now the people of the 14th July 
welcome again the second anniversary 
of their great Revolution for freedom, 
overjoyed as they are, with their ever­
lasting happiness.

14th JULY



and signing,

The first anniversary left in the 
heart of every Iraqi citizen a spring full 
of joy and delight, and a fountain, full 
to the brim, with inexhustible hope; 
warm feelings of the 14th July People 
and their hopes continued to multiply 
and embrace each other, until the 
masses have now in sight the second 
anniversary of their festival.

If one has to reflect upon the 
memory of yesterday he is, in fact, ex­
periencing repeatedly, the beloved and 
sweet memory of the past, seeing pic­
tures of the jubilant masses, cheering

through the streets of Baghdad: going 
round each town and village of Iraq of 
14th July, carrying in their throbbing 
hearts two green hopes of love: hope 
of the shining present, and of the simil- 
ing future.

The celebrations of the first 14th 
July were the reflections of the peoples 
whose history had overflowed with mis­
fortunes and tragedies. If they had gone 
out singing, chanting and carrying 
mottos, waving coloured banners, and

their processions



paid —  by gratitude —  its leader who 
set it free from the dark prison.

Thus the memories of the first 
festival of 14th July Revolution w ill 
remain fresh in our hearts —  further its 
picturesque colour shall flow from the 
spring of life, personifying the desire of 
the millions for happiness and serene 
living —  far away from the gloom of 
imperialism and its slavery.

Today we welcome the second anni­
versary of our liberation from the sha­
ckles of bondage, and renew the hope 
in life —  and raise, courageously, the 
illuminating flame of freedom over 
regions unblemished with hum ilitation: 
we shall go forward with sure steps, 
proud of our eternal Republic —  de­
fending it generation after generation.

dancing, they were proclaiming, in all 
the human languages their great re­
joicing over their festival of freedom 
and liberty. It is no wonder that the Iraqi 
people, who were creative even in the 
days of their sorrow and street fighting 
—  this people who would shape its 
griefs and worries —  in a practical way 
during its angry and challenging mar­
ches, and in sad and weeping proces­
sions when following funerals of its 
martyrs and the heroes of patriotic 
fights —  this very people outshone in an 
excellent manner during the proces­
sions of its first festival of its liberty. 
From its pictures films and flood of pa­
pers, the World witnessed the way how 
the Iraqi people braided the laurels for 
its heroes and liberators and how it re­





FISCAL POLICY

In the budget for the financial year 
1960 — being the second during the 
flourishing regime, the expenditure 
reached a figure amounting to ID. 
116,151,918/-, which exceeds that for the 
financial year 1957 by ID. 4,165,240/-. 
This new record registers, likewise, the 
resolution to march with longer and 
surer step on the path toward realiz­
ing, for l' ..le Iraqi people, the re­
forms imtiaieu by the Republican re­
gime, which emerged from the blessed 



for an expenditure amounting, at the 
end of the year, to ID. 112,000,000/-. 
This represents a great rise in the ex­
penditure for meeting the demands of 
the people at a level the like of which 
was never before experienced in the 
fiscal history of Iraq. The excess in ex­
penditure for the financial year 1958 
amounted to over ID. 33 milion’—it was 
spent for strengthening the national 
defences and spread of education, addi­
tional sums for health and social ser­
vices and the improvement of Govern­
ment machinery.

The budget for the financial year 
1960 reflects the same policy adopted 
by the Government ever since the Re­
volution, aimed at making efforts on a 
wider scale to eradicate illiteracy, dis­
ease, to strengthen the Army, and to 
assist Arab countries to regain their 
freedom and liberty from imperialism. 
It is, therefore, only ^natural that the 
expenditure should reach a new record 
figure amounting to ID. 116,151,918/-.

Revenue for the financial year 1960, 
is estimated at ID. 102,130,000/-, out of 
which a sum of about ID. 41,000,000/- 
is from taxation — and this figure re­
flects the affect of the “Taxation Re­
form” accomplished during the past 
year: ID. 50,880,000/- profits from oil, 
which represents 50% Governments’ 
share from oil profits and ID. 11,850,­
000/- from other sources.





i n  b o t h  s t o r e y s  i s  a b o u t  7 0 .  T h e r e  i s  a 
p o r c h  s o  m a g n i f i c e n t  t h a t  i t  u s e d  t o  a t ­
t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a l l  v i s i t o r s  w h o 
u s e d  t o  g o  r o u n d  i t .  W e  m a y  m e n t i o n 
i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  a l - M u s t a n s i r i y a h 
w a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  a l l 
v i s i t o r s ,  g u e s t s  a n d  h i g h  p e r s o n a l i t i e s : 
n o  o n e  w h o  c a m e  t o  B a g h d a d  w o u l d  f a i l 
t o  s e e  i t .  T h e  s c h o o l  h a d  a l l  t h e  a p p u r ­
t e n a n c e s ,  l i k e  s t o r e  f o r  f o o d  a n d  f o r 
m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a ­
c h e r s ,  b a t h ,  k i t c h e n  a n d  a  l a r g e  g a r d e n . 
A t t a c h e d  t o  i t  w a s  a l s o  a  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l , 
h o s p i t a l  a n d  d i s p e n s a r y .  D o c t o r s  h a d 
t o  g o  o n  t h e i r  r o u n d s  d a i l y  t o  v i s i t  s t u ­
d e n t s  f o r  d i a g n o s i s ,  a n d  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e i r 
h e a l t h ,  a n d  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  t e n  o f  t h e 
M o s l i m s  m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e s .
A i r  C o n d i t i o n i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  s c h o o l .

A  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  a l - M u s - 
t a n s i r i y a h  i s  t h a t  i t  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  l e v e l 
o f  i t s  n o r m a l  t e m p e r a t u r e  d u r i n g  a l l 
s e a s o n s :  t h i s  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  t h i c k n e s s  o f 
w a l l s  w i t h  2 J  m e t r e s  d e p t h ,  a  f a c t  w h i c h 
r e d u c e s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t e m p e r a t u r e  u n d e r ­
g o i n g  c h a n g e s  d u e  t o  e x c e s s i v e  h e a t .  I n 
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a p p e r t u r e s  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g 
a r e  u s e d  f o r  a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  a n d  l i g h t ­
i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a i r  p a s s a g e s  ( b a d g i r ) 
b u i l t  i n s i d e  t h e  w a l l s  f o r  c o o l i n g  t h e 
a i r .

I t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  u s e d  t o  p u t  a t 
t h e  f o o t  o f  e a c h  a i r  p a s s a g e  a  b i g  v e s s e l 
f u l l  o f  w a t e r  t o  m o i s t  a n d  c o o l  t h e  a i r 
g o i n g  t o  t h e  r o o m s  t h r o u g h  a i r  p a s s a g e s . 
Y o u  c a n  a l m o s t  f e e l  f o r  y o u r s e l f  t h e 
h i s t o r i c  b a s i s  f o r  m a k i n g  a i r  c o o l e r s  b y 
t h i s  m e t h o d .
A l - M u s t a n s i r i y a h  C o u r t y a r d .

O f  t h e  m a n y  m a r v e l l o u s  t h i n g s  a t ­
t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  s c h o o l ,  i s  i t s  f a m o u s 
c l o c k  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  v e r a n d a h 
o p p o s i t e  t h e  s c h o o l  g a t e .

T h e  c l o c k  i s  m a d e  i n  a  s e m i - c i r c u l a r 
s t y l e  w i t h  1 2  s m a l l  w i n d o w s  e a c h  o f 
w h i c h  h a s  a  g o l d e n  d o o r .  A t  t h e  f o o t 
o f  t h e  c i r c l e  a n d  o n  b o t h  o f  i t s  s i d e s , 
t h e r e  a r e  2  f a l c o n s  m a d e  o f  g o l d ,  e a c h 
s t a n d i n g  i n  a  g o l d e n  b a s i n .  A f t e r  t h e 
e l a p s e  o f  e a c h  h o u r ,  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  2 
f a l c o n s  o p e n s  a n d  d r o p s  a  n u t .  E v e i y - 
t i m e  a  n u t  d r o p s ,  i t  p r o c l a i m s  t h a t  a n 
h o u r  h a s  p a s s e d .  O n e  o f  t h e  g o l d e n 
d o o r s  o p e n s  —  a n d  t u r n s  s i l v e r y .  B y 
t h i s  p r o c e s s  b a s e d  o n  a s t r o l o g y ,  i t  i s  p o s ­
s i b l e  t o  k n o w  t h e  t i m e ,  b y  t h e  h o u r , 
f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s  t h e  d o o r s 
o p e n .  F o r  t h i s  c l o c k ,  t h e y  a l s o  m a d e 
s u n s  o f  g o l d ,  r i s i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r e a l 
s u n ,  a n d  r e v o l v i n g  a s  i t  d o e s ,  u n t i l  i t s 
s e t t i n g  t i m e .  O n  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  n i g h t , 
b r i l l i a n t l y  s h i n i n g  m o o n s  a p p e a r  i n s t e a d . 
I t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  e n ­
a b l e  o n e  t o  r e a d  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  c l o c k 
b y  n i g h t  a n d  d a y .

T u i t i o n  i n  a l - M u s l a n s i r l y a h .
A l - M u s t a n s i r i y a h  i s  n o t  a  s c h o o l  a s 

i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d ;  b u t  f r o m  i t s 
c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  m e t h o d s  o f  s t u d y ,  i t  i s  a 
u n i v e r s i t y  c o n t a i n i n g  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s 
o f  s c i e n c e .

T h e r e  i s  i n  i t  a  s c h o o l  f o r  j u r i s p r u ­
d e n c e ,  a n o t h e r  f o r  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n s 
( P r o p h e t ' s  s a y i n g s ) ,  o n e  f o r  a l - K o r a n , 
a n o t h e r  f o r  A r a b i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m e d i c i n e 
a n d  m a t h e m a t i c s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  b i g 
I s l a m i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  t h e 
I s l a m i c  w o r l d .  A s  r e g a r d s  j u r i s p r u d e n c e , 
i t  w a s  t a u g h t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
f o u r  T h e o l o g i c a l  s e c t s .  A l - M u s t a n s i r i y 
a h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  i n  w h i c h  t e a c h i n g s 
o f  a l l  t h e  4  s e c t s  w e r e  t a u g h t  a t  o n e  a n d 
t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  T h e  b i g  h a l l s  r e f e r r e d 
t o  a l o n e  w e r e  a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e s e  s e c t s ,  s o 
t h a t  e a c h  s e c t  h e l d  a  v e r a n d a h  t h e r e o f .

P r o f e s s o r s  o f  a l - M u s t a n s i r i y a h  w e r e 
t h e  b e s t  l e a r n e d  m e n  o f  t h e  a g e ,  o f 
w h o m  I s l a m i c  h i s t o r y  s p e a k s  v e r y  h i g h ­
l y .  T h e r e  w e r e  a m o n g  t h e m  h i s t o r i a n s , 
t h e o l o g i a n s ,  s p e c i a l i t s  i n  m e d i c i n e ,  g e o ­
g r a p h y ,  a s t r o l o g y ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n d 
o t h e r  s c i e n c e s .  W h e n  t e a c h i n g ,  t h e  p r o ­
f e s s o r s  u s e d  t o  s i t  o n  a  c h a i r  c o v e r e d 
w i t h  a  c a r p e t : h e  w o r e  b l a c k  g o w n .  H e 
h a d  t w o  a s s i s t a n t s  o n  e a c h  s i d e ,  w h o 
u s e d  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  l e s s o n s  h e  t a u g h t .  I n 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  t h e i r 
a s s i s t a n t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  d e p u t y  p r o f e s s o r s : 
t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h 
f o r m e d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  o f  a l - M u s t a n ­
s i r i y a h .

A s  r e g a r d s  s t u d e n t s ,  n o  o n e  w a s 
a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  u n l e s s  h e  p o s s e s s ­
e d  a  v e r y  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T o 
c o n f i r m  t h i s  v i e w ,  t h e  t h e o l o g y  p u p i l s 
w e r e  c a l l e d  t h e o l o g i s t s  t o  s h o w  t h e i r 
h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  s t u d e n t s 
e n j o y e d  m a n y  p r i v i l e g e s ;  e a c h  h a d  a 
m o n t h l y  s t i p e n d .  T h e  s c h o o l  w a s  r e s ­
p o n s i b l e  f o r  f e e d i n g  t h e m ,  a n d  u s e d  t o 
g i v e  t h e m  s w e e t s  a n d  f r u i t s  r e g u l a r l y . 
T h e y  w e r e ,  l i k e w i s e ,  s u p p l i e d  w i t h 
s o a p ,  o i l  a n d  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  a n d  o u t s t a n d ­
i n g  f a c t  a b o u t  a l - M u s t a n s i r i y a h  w a s 
t h a t  i t  w a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n ­
m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o 
i n t e r f e r e  i n  i t s  m a t t e r s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  u s s d 
t o  s u b s i s t  o n  t h e  i n c o m e  d e r i v e d  f r o m 
i t s  a w k a f .  S u c h  a t t e m p s  w e r e  m e t 
w i t h  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a s 
f a r  a s  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e m  u n d e r  t h e 
t h e n  e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n  —  g l e a n e d  f r o m  t h e  b o o k 
“ M a d h n o u n ”  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o l l e g e  a f ­
f a i r s ,  g o e s  t o  s h o w  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e  e n j o y e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d 
p r o f e s s o r s .

T h e  s a m e  h i s t o r i a n  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t 
i n  t h e  y e a r  6 4 5  h i j r a ,  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  a l -
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Article 3 of the Baghdad Univer- 
S^^ Law No. 28 of 1958 lays down: —

“The University is concerned with 
everything connected with higher edu­
cation and higher study, and to encour­
age scientific research, to promote lite­
rature, science and art, to revive Arab

and Islamic culture, to patronize 
moral values, and in general, to take 
all steps which would serve the society 
and national causes”.

The Architects Collaborative Inter­
national has, under the supervision of 
Professor Walter Gropins, International

Architect, completed all plans for the 
Baghdad University; and the first ten­
der for constructing the buildings to 
house the Tuition and Administrative 
Staff will be announced during the year, 

This Architects Collaborative Inter­
national Body is represented by two

Iraqi architects, Mr. Mohammed Ali 
Madhloum and Mr. Hisham Munir. The 
Iraqi Republic has also laid down a 
condition to the effect that eight archi­
tects, mechanics and Iraqi civilians 
shall be trained in the work of this Body, 
in order to be readv for work and



supervision of the practical application 
of the architectural programme of the 
University buildings.

The future University building will 
be constructed on an area of 25,150,000 
sq. metres, situated in the southern part 
of Baghdad suburbs, with its gardens, 
known as al-Jadiriyah. When the 
buildings are completed after five years, 
as agreed upon, they will be sufficient 
to take in 12,000 students — male and 
female: this being a record number 
when we consider the historic period 
through which Iraq is passing at 
present.

By looking at the plans drawn up 
for the University, one finds that the 
architect responsible — a singular ge­
nius — was influenced by the architec­
tural beauty of the Orient, and with un­
bounded imagination, mingled the Eas­
tern spirit with the Western culture; 
and produced a stylish architectural 
design, which does not break with the 
past, nor with the present, but has put 
them both together.

The University consists of groups 
of main buildings, placed on a vast 
piece of land in a manner which ensures 
complete harmony without losing its 
beauty-individual or collective. If the 
reader wants to imagine the future 
shape of the University, let him follow 
up the minute designs copied from the 
general plan, linking it between them 
and the pictures: he will thus get a 
mental idea closer to reality than ima­
gination.



The central and chief buildings are 
made up of the following units: — 
1. Administrative.
2. Twenty storey building for the 

teaching staff.
3. Professors club.
4. Modern meeting hall — with seat­

ing accomodation for an audience 
numbering 5,000.
Technical arrangements have been 

made for partitioning the hall, if neces­
sary, into three independent halls each 
seating 1,000, 1,500, and 2,500 persons 
respectively.
5. Library to hold a million books.
6. Another unit consisting of:

(a) an exhibition gallery with a 
special television station for 
the University.

(b) Museum for Natural History.

(c) Students stage.
(d) Complete stage.
As regards the sections to be used 

for study and teaching, they surround 
the large main building mentioned 
above, and consist of:

1. Engineering section — including 
halls for study, laboratories and 
a special library

2. Literature section — along with 
study halls, studios for arts and 
main library.

3. Section for science, study halls, 
laboratories & a special library.

With a view to the necessity of en­
suring a quiet and silent atmosphere 
for study, these buildings have been 
surrounded by a road planted with 
trees, and have been separated from the 
adjoining sections and other buildings.

These buildings are:
Three main residential quarters, 

each of which has to house 4,000 per­
sons, situated at the northern end, set 
aside as living quarters for girls. Any. 
onlooker will find Tahrir college, and 
near it the residence of the Dean of the 
University, along with a hostel to acco­
modate 50 persons.

The southern part, however, con­
sists of two sections, each divided into 
residential groups, each group to house 
650 students in Six buildings varying 
in extent and height. Attached to each 
of these two residential groups is a re­
staurant. This part is surrounded by 
residential quarters for professors: it 
also contains special model primary 
schools.

There are also common buildings 
for joint use: —

1. mosque.
2. sports stadium.
3. outer parade grounds.
4. hospital containing 120 beds 

with an outer dispensary.
5. buildings for services including 

air-conditioning machines, com­
plete press for the University, 
and fire-extinguishing center.

These buildings, with smaller and 
bigger groups, each forming a separate 
homogeneous architectural unit, will be 
put at the disposal of science and cul- _ 
ture. This whole unit will, however, 
lose its individual link with the Iraqi 
society if the idea of its total and com­
plete independence is enforced. In the 
light of this possibility, the Planning 
Board thought it fit to preserve this 
link by means of constructing public 
places, like cinema to entertain people 
of all tastes and colours, establishing a 
general market, some clubs and similar 
places outside the boundary walls of the 
the University but near its entrance, so 
that it may be a meeting place for those 
in the University with the public out­
side it. The Board has also proposed 
to use the island opposite the University 
buildings, and known as Um al-Khana- 
zir, as an experimental farm and a zoo 
with a garden.

It has also been proposed to set 
apart a piece of land adjoining the Uni­
versity from the eastern side for cons­
tructing therein buildings to be used as 
Government laboratories and thus fa­
cilitate the work of those University 
students who want to specialize in 
research work.



MODEL DATE PRESS I BAGHDAD

In the dense forest of date trees and 
in one of the spots at Baghdad with a 
good climate and paved roads, the Iraqi, 
Date Association established in 1953 its 
first Press, resembling the most up-to- 
date presses. It was equipped with 
most modern machinery and equip­
ment, and practical methods were used 
to prepare good dates pressed in wooden 
boxes cartons and celophane.

This Press supplies major portion 
of date exports to eastern and western 
countries, so much so that demands 
from abroad for dates increased since 
14th July Revolution. The total quantity 
of dates pressed in accordance with the 
latest methods, and exported during one 
year, amounted to 3,000 tons, distribut­
ed amongst the Soviet Union, People’s 
Republic of China, Polish People’s Re­
public, Bulgaria, and some western

countries. Thus the Press has started 
work for the first time on a large com­
mercial scale, after it has been limited 
to meeting the requirements of local 
consumption.

How the Press is worked:
Dates are brought in from where 

they are grown in wooden boxes — they 
are evaporated in Evaporation rooms 
by means of liquid bromide gas, which 
destroys insectsand their eggs. They 
are then washed with clean water, and 
are classified on belts of white rubber 
into 3 kinds — good, medium and bad. 
After they are subjected to moisting 
and softening process by means of a 
special apparatus, they are put in boxes 
then they are ready for shipment. 
Before shipping, the packages are sub­
jected to an evaporation process once 
more. They are then shipped to import­

ing countries. All these processes are 
carried out automatically.

The work in this Press is on a sea­
sonal basis, commencing each year from 
the middle of October towards the end 
of March. This seasonal work has a 
salutary effect on the standard of skilled 
workers, since by working in the Press, 
a worker gains skill in some of its 
branches to enable him to work in other 
industrial projects when the season 
ends, and he is obliged to leave the 
Press to find work elsewhere.

The Press, in adition to following 
exemplary methods in pressing dates, 
is also a model in its work. and in 
the administration of its workmen. They 
are not allowed to work in the Press 
unless they are examined minutely to 
make sure that they are free from con­
tagious diseases, and their documents

submitted by the Employment Branch 
of the Directorate General of Employ­
ment are checked. Moreover, special 
quarters have been allotted to work, for 
rest, and for dining. They work 8 hours 
daily, with 2 intervals for rest: t he first 
for a quarter of an hour, after 2 hours 
of the commencement of work; and the 
second, 1 | hour after lunch interval. 
The Press is the first institution to fol­
low this practice.

It remains to be stated that the 
work in this Press is not confined to 
pressing dates only; but it also makes 
some pastries from dates mixed with 
walnuts and sesame by means of ma­
chines. Although these pastries are 
produced on a small scale, it is hoped, 
however, that the work will be expand­
ed in future for export.







OF COLOURS-PEOPLES, NOBLE AND ORIGIN

Some of the experts in socialogy 
believe that the most prominent guide 
to the unity of a nations’ culture and 
thought is its unified dress and clothes. 
This belief is true, to a great extent, in 
the case of Iraqi Society which had, 
during its long history, to pass through 
political and suuial upheavals — 
stormy and changing —  and culminat­
ing in a number of nationalities and re­
ligions; a fact which was followed, na­

goat hair; a big cap wrapped
handkerchief, and a silk gir
the waist in many folds.

The dress of heads of tri
larges and towns is composed
ing outer gown, a cloak, and
with silvery or gold threads, a
pped in a silk handkerchief. 
Turkmans in Arbil and Kir
dresses which differ from thos
Kurdish villagers in the so



M a n y  p e o p l e  t e n d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t 
P o t t e r y  i s  a  N e w  A r t .  I n  a  s e n s e  i t  i s . 
Y e t  w e  a l s o  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o l d e s t 
o f  c r a f t s ,  u n i v e r s a l ,  a n d  e x i s t s  a l o n g 
w i t h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  m a n ’s  h i s t o r y  i n 
a l l  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  g l o b e .  S k e l e t o n s  a n d 
P o t t e r y  s e e m  t o  b e ,  a t  t i m e s ,  t h e  o n l y 
l e g a c y  f r o m  o u r  d i s t a n t  a n c e s t o r s .

H o w e v e r ,  f r o m  m a n ’ s  e a r l y  b e g i n ­
n i n g s  t o  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s 
a g o ,  p o t s  w e r e ,  i n  t h e  \ W e s t ,  a n d  t h e 

M i d d l e  E a s t ,  a l w a y s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s 
h u m b l e  t h i n g s  o f  d a i l y  u s e  a n d  l i t t l e 
t h o u g h t  o f  a s  w o r k s  o f  A r t .

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  e x c e p t i o n s  d u r i n g 
p e r i o d s  w h e n  p o t s  r a i s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o 
“ h i g h e r ”  s p h e r e s ,  y e t  s p h e r e s  o f  f o r e i g n 
c o n t e n t  a n d  f a l s e  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  f r o m 
t h e  p o t t e r ’ s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  b e c a m e  p r e ­
t e n t i o u s ,  i n s i n c e r e  a n d  a m b i t i o u s .  T h e y 
w e r e  u s e d  a s  m e a n s  t o w a r d s  o t h e r  e n d s , 
a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  b o t h  C l a s s i c a l  G r e e c e 
a n d  R e n a i s s a n c e  I t a l y ,  w h e n  p o t s  b e ­
c a m e  a  m e r e  f i e l d  f o r  t h e  p a i n t e r ’ s 
p u r p o s e .

I t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  E a s t  a n d  m o r e  s p e ­
c i f i c a l l y  i n  C h i n a  t h a t  P o t t e r y  h e l d  i t s 
o w n  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e s  a n d  s t o o d  b e s i d e s 
p a i n t i n g ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  p o e t r y ,  c a l l i g r a p h y 
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a r t s ,  a n d  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d 
o f  e q u a l  m e r i t  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

T h u s ,  C h i n a  g a v e  t h e  w o r l d  a  C l a s ­
s i c a l  S t a n d a r d  w i t h  t h e  T a n g  a n d  S u n g 
p e r i o d s .  A n d  a l t h o u g h  m a n y  o t h e r  n a ­
t i o n s  h a d  g r e a t  p e r i o d s  a n d  l e f t  u s  m a n y 
g o o d  p o t s ,  t h e y  d i d  s o  u n c o n s c i o u s l y . 
W h e r e a s  d u r i n g  S u n g  t e c t o n i c  s y n t h e s i s 
a n d  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  p r o d u c e d  a  w o r l d 
o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p o t s .  T h e y  b u i l t  o u r 
l a n g u a g e  a n d  w e  c a m e  l a t e r  t o  c o m p o s e 
i t s  d e r i v a b l e  g r a m m a r  a n d  i t s  l a w s  t h a t 
w i l l  g u i d e  u s  i n t o  o u r  n e w  m o d e r n 
m o v e m e n t

A t  a  s t e p  l o w e r ,  s t a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f 
t h e  w o r l d ’ s  b e s t  p e r i o d s ,  p o s s e s s i n g  a l l 
t h e  p u r i t y  a n d  g o o d n e s s ,  a l m o s t  a  p e r i o d 
f r o m  e v e r y  n a t i o n ,  f r o m  w h e r e  t h e 
p r e s e n t  d a y  p o t t e r  a n d  s t u d e n t  c a n  d e 
r i v e  i n s p i r a t i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  t r a d i t i o n , 
p l u s  a  t e c t o n i c  a n d  f u l l y  c o n s c i o u s  a p ­
p r o a c h  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  a  p e r s o n a l 
c r i t e r i o n ,  a  k i n d  o f  f i l t e r i n g  m a c h i n e 
w i t h  w h i c h  h e  m u s t  d i g e s t  a n d  a s s i m i ­
l a t e  a l l  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e s .

I r a q  g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  g o o d 
p o t s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  I s l a m i c  p e r i o d 
w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  b e s t  p e r i o d s .

N o w ,  w h a t  i s  o u r  l a n g u a g e ,  o u r 
g r a m m a r  a n d  o u r  l a w s .  A n d  w h a t 
m a k e s  a  g o o d  p o t .

C l a y ,  o u r  m a t e r i a l ,  i s  l i k e  a  j e a l o u s 
g o d .  I t  h a s  i t s  l a w s  a n d  i t s  d e m a n d s 
w h i c h  w e  o b e y .  W e  b e g i n  b y  u s i n g  i t 
w h e n  w e  a r e  y o u n g  i n  t h e  c r a f t  b u t  i t 
i s  o n l y  w h e n  i t  u s e s  u s  t h a t  a  g o o d  p o t 
i s  b e i n g  m a d e .  M o r e  s o  w h e n  w e  a r e

f u l l y  a w a r e  w h e n  t h i s  h a p p e n s .  A  p o t 
i s  g o o d  w h e n  y o u  c a n  s m e l l  t h e  v e r y 
e a r t h  r r o m  w h i c h  i t  w a s  m a d e  a n d  s e n s e 
t h e  f l a m e s  w h i c h  h a v e  m a t u r e d  i t .  S i m ­
p l i c i t y ,  h o n e s t y ,  h u m i l i t y ,  d i g n i t y ,  g e ­
n e r o s i t y  a l l  c o m e  o u t  o n  a  p o t ,  a n d  w h e n 
a  p o t  r e f l e c t s  s u c h  q u a l i t i e s ,  i t  i s  a  g o o d 
p o t .  C l e v e r n e s s ,  i n t r i c a c y ,  t o o  m u c h 
f i d g e d i n g  a n d  s l o w n e s s  a r e  s i g n s  o f 
i m m a t u r i t y  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  a n d  a c h i ­
e v e  t h e  c o n t r a r y  e f f e c t .

W h a t  a r e  o u r  m a n i f o l d  p r o b l e m s 
h e r e  a n d  h o w  d o  w e  f a c e  t h e m .  O u r 
m u l t i t u d e  o f  a e s t h e t i c  l a w s  h a v e  t h e i r 
p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m a t i c  s i d e  b e f o r e  t h e y 
c a n  b e  a p p l i e d .  G o o d  c l a y ,  a  g o o d  w h e e l , 
a  k i l n  a n i  c h e m i c a l  m a t e r i a l s .  W e  h a v e 
t h e m  a l l  a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  F i n e  A r t s . 
E x c e p t  f r o m  c l a y ,  t h e y  a l l  c a m e  t o  u s 
f r o m  a b r o a d .  T h u s  w e  n o w  t r y  t o  r e ­
p l a c e  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  c a n  w i t h  w h a t  c a n 
b e  o b t a i n e d  o r  d i s c o v e r e d  l o c a l l y .  F o r 
i t  i s  o n l y  w h e n  w e  d o  s o  t h a t  w e  a c h i e v e 
t o  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s .  F e r r u g i n o u s  r o c k s 
f r o m  R o w a n d u z  f o r  r e d  c o l o u r ,  v o l c a n i c 
s t o n e  u s e d  l o c a l l y  a s  s c r a p e r  f o r  t h e 
h e e l  w h e n  b a t h i n g ,  r e d  d e s e r t  s a n d  i n 
a  g l a z e ,  m a g h a r  f r o m  M o s u l  t o  r e p l a c e 
I r o n  O x i d e ,  T e i n h a w a ,  a s  a n  a l k a l i n e 

e a r t h  i n  g l a z e s ,  e t c . ,  e t c . . .
B y  d i s c o v e r i n g  o u r  c o l o u r s  f r o m 

s u c h  s i m p l e  s o u r c e s ,  a p a r t  t h a t  t h e y 
a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l ,  t h e y  s e e m  t o  e n h a ­
n c e  o u r  a e s t h e t i c  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  b y  b e i n g 
l e s s  p u r e  a n d  m o r e  h u m a n .  F o r  a  p o t 
s h o u l d  b e  b o t h  a l i v e  a n d  h u m a n  q u a l i ­
t i e s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e  w i t h  o v e r - p u r i ­
f i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  p a s t e s  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e ­
r i a l s .  M a n y  p o t t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r 
s e l v e s ,  p r e f e r  t h e  d i r e c t  f i r i n g  f r o m 
w o o d  o r  o i l  t o  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  s c r i f i c i n g  s e ­
c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  i n c i d e n t s  a n d 
a c c i d e n t s  t h a t  m i g h t  e n h a n c e  o u r  p o t s .

O u r  m o v e m e n t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
w o r l d ’ s  g r e a t e r  s t r e a m ,  a n d  w e  g o  a l o n g 
w i t h  i t .  C o n t r a r y  t o  m a c h i n e  v a l u e s 
w h i c h  a r e  h i g h l y  t e c t o n i c  a n d  c o l d l y 
c o n c e i v e d  w i t h  m a t h e m a t i c a l  p r e c i s i o n 
a n d  o f  a  c o m p l e t e l y  a b s t r a c t  a p p e a l , 
o u r  a r t  i s  m o r e  h u m a n i s t i c  a p p e a l i n g 
m u c h  t o  t h e  s e n s e s .  O u r  f o r m s  a r e  m o r e 
i n t u i t i o n a l ,  y e t  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  m i n d 
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  W e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y 
t r y i n g  t o  s y n c h r o n i s e  a n d  b r i n g  t o  i d e n ­
t i c a l  p l a t i t u d e  t h e  H a n d ,  t h e  H e a r t  a n d 
t h e  M i n d ,  w o r k i n g  i n  u n i t y .

W e  r e s p e c t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  o u r 
c l a y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e ,  b o t h 
i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  o u t  i t s  i n n e r  c h a r a c t e r 
a n d  a s  a  s a f e t y  l i m i t  f o r  o u r  a d v e n t u r e s . 
T h e  s a m e  g o e s  f o r  e v e r y  p r o c e s s  i n 
m a k i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  w h e e l .  W e 
t r y  t o  m a k e  p r o c e s s e s  d o  w h a t  i s  w i t h ­
i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r .  W e  a r e  t h e  e x ­
p o n e n t s  a n d  w i t h i n  w h a t  m a r g i n  i s  l e f t , 
w e  t r y  t o  b r i n g  i n  o u r  p e r s o n a l i t y .
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with coloured fountains and hanging 
gardens. The most note-worthy thing to 
see there is the upper ceiling — extend­
ing 8 metres on each side in the shape 
of an aeroplane wings. There are con­
crete sloping stairs going down to the 
pools, beside the stairs. All this beau­
tiful building was designed by the 
architects Madhat Ali Madhlum, Hu- 
sham Munir, and civil engineer Niyazi 
Fetto; the construction being supervis­
ed by the Amanah engineer, Abdul 
Husain al-Hallawi.

Let us now take another car to go 
to the children’s recreation park at 
Kadhimiyah — cross the Ahrar brdige, 
then Rashid Street — Imam Adham 
Street and then Jisr al-Aimmah, which 
links Adhamiyah with Kadhimiyah. 
There we see a beautiful fountain, on 
the left side of which and opposite 
Tigris river, lies the children’s Recrea­
tion Park at Kadhimiyah built on an 
area of 17,000 sq. metres and divided 
into 24 parts, 12 of which were utilized 
for building children’s places. The re­
markable thing in the Park is the monu­
ment — 18 metres high — with 2 wings, 
built of concrete covered by mosaic on 
both sides, on which will be engraved 
“14th July”. The portion opposite the 
river will be a forest in which a casino 
and swimming pool will be constructed 
on the river bank. This recreation park 
was designed by the architect Qahtan 
Hasan Fehmi, the construction being 
supervised by a committee, comprising 
engineers Suleiman Sami and Kamal 
Haji Hasan.





The scarcity of rains in Iraq, and its 
climate with moderate heat, does not 
help us much to grow dense forests. For 
this reason, forests could not be a guide 
to Iraq, its people or its history, as is 
the case with date trees, or oil, recently. 
However, Nature is no longer able to 
dictate the fate or the destiny of man­
kind and its means of subsistance after 

projects have expanded and more oppor­
tunities have been offered to the Depart­
ment concerned. It will suffice to state 
some statistics to know the degree of 
expansion of this vital field during the 
Republican regime.

The outturn of saplings for the 
current season is expected to be 1132000 
plants — as regards tree planting the 



Medical radio-isotopes work is in 
full operation now in Baghdad, and is 
carried out at the Radioisotopes Depart­
ment of the Republic Hospital, The 
Department is situated in a private 
building on Dijla Street. The cost of 
the adaptation of the building to a clinic 
and the cost of equipment already pre­
sent has been contributed by the Iraqi 
Atomic Energy Commission and the 
Ministry of Health.

A total of 3.500 patients have so far 
been examined and treated with radio­
isotopes uptill now. Patients are re­
ferred to the Department from all 
Government and private Hospitals and 
also (from private clinics all over the 
country. After a thorough examination, 
the patients are either treated in the 

Department or sent back to their referr­
ing physician.

Adequate records are kept so that

in cases of follow-up re-examinatio
the previous tests and treatments w
be taken into consideration in furt
management.

The Department is equipped n
to examine patients with thyroid gla
disorders, hemolytic anemias, intesti
fat absorption disorders and Card
output studies. The therapeutic ser
ces include now the treatment of th
rotoxicosis, cardiac trouble caused 
protracted angina pectoris and cong
tive heart failure, treatment of leuk
mias and lymphomas, palliation for p
tients with malignant pleural effusi
and ascitis, as well as various oth
cancers.

Several research projects are car
out with the co-operation of the st
of the Medical College and Repub
Hospital. Studies of iron deficiency 
hookworm disease, iron loss in t







It is not possible for any nation to 
raise its athletic standard, or spread it 
on technically correct lines, or make it 
penetrate in all the walks of its people’s 
lives unless the following factors are 
made available.

1. Competent trainer to coach 
youth and athletes with their 
different standards, and to pre­
pare them for various athletic 
tournaments.

2. Stadiums prepared on a high 
standard.

3. Allocation of sufficient funds for 
the administration of athletic 
affairs, and for meeting its re­
quirements.

All these fundamental factors were 
made available by the Revolution 
Govt, in its flourishing regime — it 
established a higher Physical Training 
Institute for graduating teachers and 
trainers for various kinds of physical 
training, in addition to sending several 
missions to the World’s civilized coun­
tries to ensure a high state of prepara­
tion. Generous allocations of funds were 

3. A swimming pool, 50 metre
long and 25 metres wide, furnished wit
internationally legal jumping j)lanks
it will also have room enough for 5,00
persons, and will be surounded by step
for seating spectators.

4. Several stadiums for practisin
by different teams in basket ball, volle
ball and football etc.

It appears from the above that th
project means a small athletic town
which fills a great gap from which th
country suffers at present: when it wi
be ready, it will be possible to invit
foreign teams for emulations and com
petitions in stadiums complete and ver
well equipped and resembling othe
stadiums in the world.

As regards the other projects pre
pared by the Government, it is a larg
and vast athletic city to be built a
Karkh — right bank of the river; — th
land on which it is to be built has a
ready been allotted; and the work o
drawing up of its plans has been entrus
ed to a famous international Enginee
Pro. Korpeozi. It is hoped that the de
tailed maps will be finished during th



1. The Leader Abdul Karim Kassim 
opened the Day of the World Child 
on 1st June I960, held by the Minis­
try of Health. In the picture is 
seen the Leader along with H.E. Dr. 
Mohammed al-Shawaf, Minister of 
Health.

2. On 19th June 1960, the unified 
agreement concluded between the 
Iraqi Republic and the United Na­
tions was signed at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; H.E. Sayid Hashim 
Jawad, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
signing on behalf of the Iraqi Re­
public, and Mr. Malling, Resident 
Representative of the United Na­
tions, for the United Nations.

3. Instruments of ratification of the 
cultural agreement between the 
Iraqi Republic and the United 
Kingdom (Great Britain and Nor­
thern Ireland) were exchanged on 
the 13th June 1960, at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

4. A cultural agreement was conclud­
ed between the Iraqi Republic and 
the Peoples Republic of Mongolia 
at Baghdad. It was signed on be­
half of the Republic of Iraq by H.E. 
Dr. Faisal al-Samir, Minister of 
Guidance, and officiating Minister 
of Education.
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During the spring of this year, many springs flowed and gushed out, 
the most prominent among them being that of tunes. Listeners to the Bagh­
dad Radio heard the name of Schubert in his symphony and in which the

Baghdad Philharmonic Orchestra took 
part for the first time.

This is the beginning; but it had a 
lot of daring. If the history of art in 
modern Iraq is destined to record, with 
some modesty, the birth of this new 
artistic event, it will print in shining 
lines the emergence of talent and 
energy —  which had been, till yester­
day, wrapped in oblivion.

The birth of orchestra in the Fine 
Arts Institute is of great importance 
being a credit and honour to the Art 
in Iraq: and it is to our advantage that 
we celebrate its birth with pride.

From the festival of light, song and 
colours emerged feelings and words, 
out of their narow frames, to become 
stages for colour and picture before 
the eyes of the people.

The artistic tablets expanded so 
much that they actually out —  did their 
traditional limits known to the public 
at Exhibitions, and began to speak, as 
it were, with their alphabetical scripts 
and colourful measures, about good 
ideas prevailing in our planet; to all the 
people, standing on the lower and 
higher steps of the ladder of life and 
knowledge.



popular songs, traditional dresses 
homely chats.

and

V

This is what, the tablets on the 
walls —  work of the students of Paint­
ing in the Fine Arts Institution —  speak 
and talk about. This is the first of the 
experiments of wall paintings, which 
will come into being after some time.

In the spring festival, the public 
had a look at the old Baghdad of the 
early days of the 20th century and 
through its famous coffeeshop of Az- 
zawi —  re-lived some hours of Baghdad 
of the past, when they enjoyed the 
orchestra of local musicians, and listen­
ed to the songs and tunes, the atmos­
phere of which made pleasant by the 
routine clicks and tinkings of the small 
cups of sour Arab coffee.

They likewise saw Mosul in its 
daily life represented in one of the his­
torical quarters of the town, with its

The idea of festival means the par­
ticipation of the people in their joy, 
and likewise invites them to think, med­
itate, see and acquire knowledge. It is 
for this reason that the festival cannot 
be considered aprivate one; opened its 
gates to all spectators. Its extensive 
programme included many and various 
artistic activities, during which plays 
by students were displayed on the stage, 
also paintings, sculpture, photographs 
and handicrafs (in the Kurdish wing).

Perhaps the thing which attracted 
most visitors was the ceramic works, 
which equalled in their artistic stan­
dard the international level.

The spring festival was a copious 
spout of perfume in our dry world; it 
represents the broadest feature of our 
artistic life in the flourishing Republi- 
can regime; a fact which filled with joy | 
the heart of our faithful Leader who * 
praised and spoke very highly of the | 
artists and their work. S



The Republic of Iraq has allocated 
a further one million dinars in addition 
to the sum already allotted in the Pro­
visional Economic Planning Law No. 
181 of 1959, thus bringing the total allo­
tment to ID. 393181971/- instead of ID. 
392181971/-

On 24th May 1960, was issued the 
Law approving the International Ag­
reement of Labour No. 106 of 1957 re­
lating to week-end “A day for rest 
during a week" — for those employed 
in commerce and general offices. The 
Law had been enforced. The general 
Congress for the International Labour 
Body, which met at Geneva on 5th June 
1957, had already approved of this 
Agreement.

Financial experts of the Interna­
tional Cash Fund have decided that 
Iraq should pay in one lump sum, the 
excess in its share as a member of the 
said Institution, the reason stated being 
the soundness of the position of Iraq as 
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