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I-EDITORIAL-

The
A rm y of the People

For over half a century since its formation our army has 
demonstrated that it is an integral part of the people. Those who 
tried to tamper with it for their own personal ends have invariably 
learned the un-forgettable lesson, much to their disappointment, 
that this institution is incapable of siding with anybody but the 
people and with anything but its aspirations.

Before the 17 July Revolution, the army was performing its 
task in the defence of the region and valiantly so. After that revo
lution the conception of its duties has been enlarged to include 
a greater horizon, that of the whole Arab nation. With modern 
arms and up-to-date training, it stands ready for the call of libera
tion. In the 1973 War, it responded with speed and alacrity. It 
bravely participated and was instrumental in fending off the 
danger against Damascus. Had it not been for the untimely cease
fire, this army would not have its miss:on cut short.
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With the establishment of the al-Bakr University for Higher 
Military Studies, another horizon has been opened for this army. 
Always putting the cause of liberation in the forefront of its prior
ities, this mass of dedicated men is setting a model to many a 
Third World country. Factions inside the army there, manipulated 
by individuals puffed with selfish ambitions, have been playing 
havoc with the security and prosperity of their countries, ag 
unfortunately is the case in Latin America.

The role of the Army in Iraq has been defined beyond any 
doubt. It is- the safety of the land, its integrity and its devotion to 
the great Arab goal: The unity of the whole nation after liberating 
every single part from occupation, usurpation and domination.
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Every year witnesses a step forward in transforming the 
Iraqi army into an army of all the Arabs. We are confident that 
despite the new trend to accentuate the fragmentation of the 
nation, the armies of every Arab region share with that of Iraq
the aspiration to  unity and the desire to serve one nation whose
area stretches from the Arabian Gulf to the Atlantic.
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B A G H D A D  P L A Y S  H O S T  T O  F IR S T  C O N 

F E R E N C E  O F  P A N -A R A B  S T U D E N T S  U N IO N

Arab sp irit w ill rectify  erro rs 
and overcom e setbacks: Aysami

Students are the spirit of 
struggle in every society. They 
are the pioneering force for safe
guarding the interests of the 
people and establishing demo
cracy. liberty and socal justice.

We all remember how the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party (ABSP) 
wrote a splendid chapter in the 
hstory of the Arab struggle for

unity, freedom and socialism, 
when its student bases, in co
operation with the general stu
dent masses in the Iraqi univer
sities and schools declared on 
20th January, 1962. a general 
strike in protest against the policy 
of suppression, tyranny authori
tarianism which the then autho
rity was resorting to against the 
people, particularly against its

conscious sections with the 
ABSP vanguards in the forefront 
which called for liberty and 
socialism. Several thousands of 
students took part in that strike.

In fact it was a decisive blow 
delivered to the ruling faction 
which a few months later was 
toppled.

Commemorating the glorious 
students strike of 1962. the revo
lutionary Baghdad played host, 
on December 20 last, to  the first 
founding, conference of rhe Pan
Arab Students Union held under 
the theme "THE UNITY OF 
ARAB STUDENTS MOVEMENT 
IS A  STEP ON THE ROAD TO 
BUILDING THE UNITED ARAB 
DEMOCRATIC. PROGRESSIVE 
AND SOCIALIST SOCIETY” .

The conference was inaugu
rated by Mr. Shibly al-Aysami, 
the ABSP Asst. Secretary Gene
ral and attended by several Arab 
and foreign student organiza
tions.

Aysami speaks

In his opening address Mr. 
Aysami stressed the importance 
of the conference being held in 
such "critical conditions" obtain
ing in the Arab homeland, Mr. 
Aysami described it  as "one of 
the decisive replies by the vig
ilant masses against the imper
ialist Zionist reactionary schem- 
ings. It embodies the revolu
tionary spirit which is capable of 
continuing the struggle and rec
tifying the errors and overcoming 
setbacks".

Commenting on the situation 
in Lebanon Mr. Aysami said, 
"The war which is going on in 
Lebanon stirred by imperialist, 
Zionist, and reactionary aliance 
and flagrantly implemented by the 
hireling regime of Damascus in 
collaboration with the isolationist 
Phalangists. It was neither a 
provincial nor a civil war, as they 
usually like to term it. It was 
a fierce conflict between the said 
alliance and the exploitation, op
pression and conquest which it 
represents, on the one hand, and 
the forces of the Arab revolu
tion and the aspirations for eman
cipation from all forms of exploi
tation and subservience which it 
represents, on the other".

"A ll patriotic and progressive 
forces including the Lebanese 
National Movement and the 
Palestinian Resistance are re
quired, to  move sw iftly and ex
pose and resist these hostile 
des gns with a view to steering 
clear of occurence of misunder
standing and confusion between
the forces of revolution and the
forces of counter-revolution". Mr.
Aysami added.

How the Union was formed

According to Mr. Ghazi Faisal, 
a member of the preparatory 
committee of the conference and 
secretary for foreign relations at 
the National Union of Iraq Stu
dents (NUIS). proceeding from 
its strong faith in the establish
ment of a pan-Arab union em
bracing all Arab student organi
zations, the NUIS called for a

plenary meeting of all Arab na
tional student unions. The call 
was met with enthusiasm and 
a meeting was held in Bagh
dad on December 3-4. 1975. in 
which 12 Arab organizations took 
part. This meeting was followed 
by other meetings as a result of 
which a preparatory committee 
of 5 student unions of Iraq, 
Yemen, Morocco, Palestine and 
Egypt, was formed. The com
mittee held three meetings, 2 in 
Cairo and a recent one in Bagh
dad. The preparatory committee 
completed the drafting o f the un
ion's constitution and basic char
ter and the rules of procedure of 
the conference.

The conference was attended 
by 15 Arab student national un
ions with 40 other friendly orga
nization representatives who at
tended as observers in additon to





B a g h d a d ,  M a y  1 9 7 6 :  P r e s i d e n t  A h m e d  H a s s a n  a l - K a k r 
r e c e i v i n g  S o v i e t  P r e m i e r  A l e x e i  K o s y g i n

A r a b  R e v o l u t i o n  T h r o u g h  1 9 7 6

A  Y e a r  o f 
S t r u g g l e s 
A n d 
B e t r a y a l s

B y  O u r  P o l i t i c a l  A n a l y s t

T h e  j a r  1 9 7 6  v a s  a  y e a r  o f  l i m i t e d  s u c c e s s 
f o r  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  p e a c e ,  p r o g r e s s  a n d  n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n .  T h e  s p a r k l i n g  v i c t o r i e s  s c o r e d  b y  t h e s e 
f o r c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  H d o - 
C h i n a  a n d  A f r i c a ,  d r o v e  t h e  c a m p  o f  w o r l d  r e a c t i o n 
h e a d e d  b y  t h e  U S  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  i n t o  a  d e s p e r a t e  b i d 
f o r  r e g a i n i n g  t h e  l o s t  g r o u n d .  I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e i r 
v i c i o u s  c o n  p i r a c i e s  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  p e a c e ,  p r o g r e s s 
a n d  n a t i o n  l i b e r a t i o n  s t u c k  t o  t h e i r  g u n s  t h o u g h 

t h e  t  d e  o f  . h e i r  a d v a n c e  s o m e w h a t  w e a k e n e d .

T h e  m o s t  h e i n o u s  o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a c i e s  h a t c h e d 
b y  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  Z i o n i s m  a n d  w o r l d  r e a c t i o n  u n f o l d e d 
i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  w i t h  L e b a n o n  a s  t h e  m a i n  s t a g e 
A f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  h o l l o w  " s t e p - b y - s t e p  d p - 
l o m a c y "  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  h a d  a r i s e n 
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o m e l a n d  o f 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  A r a b 
t e r r i t o r i e s  b y  t h e  Z i o n i s t  a g g r e s s o r s ,  i m p e r i a l i s m , 
z : o n i s m  a n d  w o r l d  r e a c t i o n  s o u g h t  t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  b r e a k  t h e  m o r a l e  o f  t h e 
A r a b  r e v o l u t i o n  b y  i n f l i c t i n g  a  c r u s h i n g  d e f e a t  o n 
t h e  L e b a n e s e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  a n d  l i q u i d a t i n g  P a l e s t i n - 
a n  f i g h t e r s  b y  a r m i n g  t h e  L e b a n e s e  r e a c t i o n  a n d 

d i v i d i n g  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  b y  f o m e n t i n g  c o n 
f e s s i o n a l  p a s s i o n s  a n d  p r e j u d i c e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e 
o n s l a u g h t  o f  t h e  L e b a n e s e  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n  a n d  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  f o r c e s  o f  L e b a n o n ,  u n 
l e a s h e d  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  w a s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  t o  1 9 7 6  w i t h 
r e n e w e d  i n t e n s i t y  a n d  f e r o c i t y .

A s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r e n e w e d  o f f e n s i v e  i m p e r i a l 
i s m .  Z i o n i s m  a n d  w o r l d  r e a c t i o n  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  i n 
s o m e  o t h e r  A r a b  r e g  m e s  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  L e b a n 
e s e  r e a c t i o n  s o  t h a t  t h e  A r a b s  t h e m s e l v e s  c o u l d 
b e  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  A r a b s .  B e i n g  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e 
d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  n e w  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e



alia ned withoui liberating all occupied Arab terri
tories. eliminating all the traces of aggression and 
restoring the full legitimate and inalienable rights 
o f ^ e  Arab Palestinian people including their in

IRAQI ARMY MOVES OUT
On June 9. President 

Hassan al-Bakr despatched 
me Euphrates so that they c
posit on for discharg ng the
lities shoulder to shoulder 
thers against the Zionist e
in accordance with the stand
power and other potentials 
the enemy and not against
as was done by Syrian ruler
authorities were in touch w
like Algeria and Libya on th
were moved out only after
indicated their willingness to
of Iraqi troops.

The Syrian rulers, how
the Zionist enemy and pro



Z i o n i s t  t r o o p s  e r e c t i n g  o u t p o s t s  a n d  b a r b e d - w i r e  f e n c e s 
a f t e r  i n f i l t r a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  L e b a n e s e  t e r r i t o r y

t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  a n d  Z i o n i s t s  a n d  u p h o l d  t h e  c a u s e 
o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  d o c u m e n t  c a l 
l e d  f o r  t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  “ I s r a e l ” 
f r o m  a l l  t h e  o c c u p i e d  A r a b  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  e x 
t e n d e d  " s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  f i g h t  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e 
f o r c e s  o f  t h e  L e b a n e s e  a n d  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e s 

f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a  j u s t  s e t t l e m e n t 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  S y r i a n  t r o o p s ” .

T h e  d o c u m e n t  f u r t h e r  s a i d :  " T h e  A r a b  p e o p l e 
w a g e s  a  h e r o i c  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  Z i o n i s m 
w h i c h  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  U N O  a s  a  f o r m  o f 
r a c i s m ,  a g a i n s t  a l l  i m p e r i a l i s t  i n t r i g u e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a 
a n d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  b u i l d 
u p  t h e i r  o w n  s t a t e  a n d  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  c o m 
p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e ” .

C A L L  T O  U N  T O  R E D E E M  I N J U S T I C E

O n  O c t o b e r  6 ,  w h i l e  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  3 1 s t .  s e s 
s i o n  o f  t h e  U N  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  D r .  S a a d o u n 
H a m m a d i ,  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  o f  I r a q ,  c a t e g o r i c 
a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  I r a q  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  w i t n e s s 
i n  s i l e n c e  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  o f  s u b v e r t i n g  o r  w e a k e n 
i n g  t h e  P a l e s t  n i a n  r e s i s t a n c e  o r  t h e  L e b a n e s e 
n a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t .  D r .  H a m m a d i  c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e 
w o r l d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  p r o v e  e q u a l  t o  i t s  r e s p o n 
s i b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  t h e  A r a b  p e o p l e  o f  P a l e s t i n e  w h o 
w e r e  d r i v e n  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d  b y  t h e  Z i o n i s t 
a g g r e s s o r s .  T h e  I r a q i  F o r e i g n  M  n i s t e r  a l s o  d e 
m a n d e d  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  f o r c e s  f r o m 
t h e  o c c u p i e d  A r a b  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  t h e  r e t u r n  o f 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d  s o  a s  t o 
e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r 
m i n a t i o n .

T h e s e  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  I r a q  a n d  o t h e r 
f r e e d o m - l o v  n g  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t s  f r o m  o c c u p i e d  A r a b 
l a n d s  a n d  t h e  i n v a d i n g  S y r i a n  t r o o p s  f r o m  L e b a 
n o n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  P a l e s t n i a n  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d 
L e b a n e s e  n a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t  w h o  w e r e  f i g h t i n g 
u n d e r  t h e  m o s t  u n f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e r e 

f o r e ,  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  Z i o n i s m  a n d  A r a b  r e a c t i o n  a d 
o p t e d  o t h e r  m e a n s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  e n d s .

N E W  C O N S P I R A C Y  E X P O S E D
O n  O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  a  m i n i - A r a b  S u m m i t  w a s  c o n 

v e n e d  i n  R i y a d h ,  S a u d i  A r a b i a .  I t  w a s  a t t e n d e d 
b e s i d e s  t h e  h o s t  c o u n t r y ,  b y  E g y p t ,  S y r i a ,  J o r d a n , 
K u w a i t  a n d  t h e  P L O .  T h e  p u r p o s e  w a s  t o  a b s o l v e 
t h e  D a m a s c u s  r u l e r s  o f  t h e i r  c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  i n 
L e b a n o n  a n d  p r e p a r e  g r o u n d s  f o r  a  n e g o t i a t e d  s e t 
t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Z i o n i s t s  w h i c h  w o u l d ,  i n  e f f e c t , 
l e g i t i m  z e  t h e  Z i o n : s t  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e

O n  O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p  o f 
t h e  A r a b  B a a t h  S o c i a F s t  P a r t y  ( A B S P ) ,  i n  a  s t a t e 
m e n t  e x p o s e d  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y - Z i o n i s t - i m p e r i a l i s t

Z i o n i s t  t a n k s  i n  S o u t h e r n  L e b a n o n

c o n s p i r a c y  a n d  c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e  A r a b  p e o p l e  t o 
d e f e n d  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  A B S P  u r g e d 
t h e  A r a b  m a s s e s ,  n a t i o n a l  f o r c e s ,  r e g i m e s ,  p o l i t i 
c a l  p a r t ' e s  a n d  p o p u l a r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  " t o  s t a t e 
c l e a r l y  w h e r e  t h e y  s t a n d  o n  w h a t  i s  n o w  h a p p e n 
i n g  i n  L e b a n o n  a n d  w a r n e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y - 
Z i o n i s t - i m p e r i a l i s t  s c h e m i n g s  s u c c e e d  i n  L e b a n o n , 
t h e y  a r e  b o u n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  c e r t a i n  s e l f - c o n c e i t e d 
e l e m e n t s  a n d  a d v e n t u r e r s  t o  t r y  t h e  s a m e  e l s e 
w h e r e  i n  t h e  A r a b  h o m e l a n d ” .

O n  O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  a  f u l l - d r e s s  A r a b  s u m m i t  w a s 
c o n v e n e d  i n  C a i r o .  I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
g u i d e l i n e s  o f  A B S P ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  I r a q  r e 
j e c t e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C a i r o  S u m m i t  C o n 
f e r e n c e  a s  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  w e r e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  R i y a d h 
r e s o l u t i o n s  p a s s e d  u n d e r  C a i r o  d a t e l i n e .  I n s t e a d 
o f  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  i n v a d n g  S y r 
i a n  t r o o p s  f r o m  L e b a n o n ,  t h e  C a i r o  d e c i s i o n s  o n l y 
s o u g h t  t o  r e g u l a r i z e  t h e  i n v a s i o n  b y  r e n a m i n g  t h e 

o c c u p y i n g  t r o o p s  o f  D a m a s c u s  r u l e r s  a s  A r a b 
" p e a c e - k e e p i n g "  f o r c e .  T h e  C a i r o  c o n f e r e n c e ,  l i k e 
t h e  m i n i - s u m m i t  o f  R i y a d h ,  f a i l e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  S y r i a n  t r o o p s  f r o m  L e b a n o n .  B u t 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s  o f  A r a b  h o m e l a n d  u n e 
q u i v o c a l l y  d e m a n d e d  o f  t h e s e  i n v a d e r s  t o  p u l l  o u t  o f 
t h e  s o i l  o f  L e b a n o n ,  a n d  i n s t e a d  f i g h t  t h e  Z i o n i s t s 
o n  t h e  S y r i a n  ( G o l a n )  H i g h t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d e c i 
s i o n  o f  A B S P  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  I r a q  t o  r e j e c t
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Saddam Hussein Explains 
Role of Co-operatives 
in Socialist Construction

The increasing attention de
voted by July 17 (1968) Revo
lution for the promotion of co
operative movement in Iraq has 
resulted in the setting up of a 
large number of cooperative as
sociations throughout the 
country.

The cooperative movement in 
Iraq is an integral part of the de
velopment process, and as des
cribed by the Vice Chairman of 
the Revolution Command Council 
(RCC), Mr. Saddam Hussein, 
"the cooperative work and co
operative activity in our country

X_________ .__________

are not a neutral sector or neutral 
field between the private and the 
public sectors, or between the 
socialist and capitalist systems. 
The cooperation sector is an ac
tive field falling within the gene
ral framework of the Revolution's 
ideology and perspectives".

The series o f‘ debates held for 
examining the causes of produc
tivity decline rule out the neces
sity of cooperative movement in 
Iraq. A t an enlarged symposium 
held in Baghdad on December 27 
last, and organized by the Minis

try of Labour and Social Affairs, 
the RCC Vice-Chairman Mr. 
Saddam Hussein explained the 
role of cooperative movement in 
socialist construction. He also 
gave valuable directives to the 
participants who regarded them 
as fresh guidelines for upholding 
the cooperative movement. A 
number of party functionaries and 
government officials participated 
in the symposium.

a study compiled by Ministry of 
Labour and Social Affairs, titled

"AHEAD FOR COMPREHENSIVE 
PROMOTION OF COOPERATIVE 
MOVEMENT IN IRAQ”  It dealt 
with the cooperative move
ments from the thirties till 
now. The study or as it was called 
the 'working paper', reviewed the 
positive and negative aspects of 
the cooperative activity over the 
last four decades and drew up 
the perspectives and framework 
for the promotion of this move
ment in the forthcoming stage.

In the course of his directives 
to the participants the RCC Vice 
Chairman Mr. Hussein cautioned 
against confusion between co
operatives and socialism. In this 
connection he emphasized that 
" I t  is unjustifiable that the co
operative activity should con
tradict our march for the 
building up of socialism. Coope
rative movement should be 
placed at the disposal of our ef
forts for building socialism, at 
present and in the future".

The RCC Vice-Chairman fur
ther stressed that "cooperative 
activity in all fields is inevitably 
a transition stage on the road to 
socialism. But it  must be noted 
that cooperative work and co
operative activity are important 
sources for providing the sub
jective conditions for socialist 
transformations, and they are not 
so in the political systems of dif
ferent nature” .

Mr. Hussein clearly portrayed 
the socialist society that the Re
volution is building up. In this 
respect he said, "Our socialist 
society is the one which has a

place for private ownership, but 
it is free from exploitation. The 
private ownership is limited to 
the level that should not be in
compatible with the objectives of 
a socialist regime nor with the 
practical admin stration of sub
sequent stages".

Dr. Izzat Mustafa, the RCC 
member and Minister of Labour 
and Social Affairs, delivered the 
opening speech in the symposium 
expressing his appreciation of 
the valuable directives of Pre
sident Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr to 
"the many meetings and debates 
that took place on different levels. 
President Bakr’s directives have 
had considerable effect on deep
ening and w’dening the principle 
of free discussion and exchange 
of views on these free forums".

Dr. Mustafa further said that 
"the debates on the different as
pects of our political, economic 
and social life have gamed and 
are still gaining the profound in
terest of the political leadership. 
The active participation of the 
RCC Vice Chairman Mr. Saddam 
Hussein in the debates held for 
discussing the decline of produc
tivity is indicative of this inter
est".

Referring to the objectives of 
the symposium. Dr. Mustafa 
pointed out that the central or
gans of the government were 
working for achieving these tasks:

1. Strengthening and deve'op- 
ing economic independence.

2. realizing a comprehensive 
coordinated and rapid develop

ment of the national productive 
forces.

The accomplishment of these 
tw o interlinked tasks is taking 
place within the radical changes 
currently being brought about in 
our country for constructing 
socialism.

"The cooperative movement in 
our country". Dr. Mustafa noted, 
"should play a profound role for 
realizing the central national 
tasks and creating the aspired 
changes in the structure of our 
economy” .

W ith the inception of the July 
17 Revolution the cooperative 
movement in Iraq entered a new 
phase. The promulgation of the 
1970 Cooperative Act and the 
other measures which were 
taken aimed at providing the best 
condit ons for the improvement 
of cooperative sector.

Notwithstanding the arduous 
efforts the cooperative sector is 
still characterized by weakness. 
This is because of the heavy 
legacy of obstacles inherited 
from the old regimes.

The symposium guided by the 
d'rectives of the RCC Vice Chair
man Mr. Hussein, took a number 
of resolutions and recommenda
tions which w ill be treated as a 
gu'deline for promoting the co
operative movement in Iraq so as 

-to keep pace with the develop
ment of other sectors in the 
country
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\  ice President Maarouf cutting the ribbon to inaugurate 
the pipeline. The ceremony was attended by Turkish 
Premier Suleyman Demirel



NEW S IN PICTURES

An extraordinary session of the 8th regional < ongress of Arab Baath Socialist Party was held on January 10. 
During it eight more members and three candidates were elected to bring the total number of the Parly 
Regional Leadership to 21 with 5 candidates. The session was attended by Mr. Michel AHaq, A BSP 
Secretary General, Mr. Shibiy al-Aysami, ABSP Assistant Secretary General. Mr. Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, 
Secretary of ABSP Regional Leadership. Iraq, and Mr. Saddam Hussein Deputy Secretary of ABSP Regional

President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr and Mr. Haddam Hussein. RUC Vice Chairman, unending on January G. 
the graduation ceremony of cadets of the Iraqi Military College.

Mr. Naeem Haddad. Minister of Youth, receiving on 
January 7. the Iraqi-Japanese Friendship Society dele
gation.

Mr. Tareq Aziz, Minister of Information, receiving on 
January 8. in Baghdad. Mr. Luth Uglo, the Turkish 
Minister of Information and Tourism.

(>n the occasion of the 56th anniversary of the founding of the Iraqi Army Mr. Saaduun Ghaidan, member of the 
Revolution Command Council and Minister of Communications, laying on behalf of President Ahmed Hassan 
al-Bakr on January 6, a wreath at the Unknown Soldier Monument.



same enemy in 1967 when it was 
stationed in Jordan for a long 
period for the purpose of protect
ing this sister Arab country from 
any Zionist aggression and for 
remaining on the alert to enter 
into any battle when the deci
sive conditions of our Arab na- 
t'on called for it.

Our gallant army added to its 
glorious history a new chapter 
during the October 1973 war 
against the Zionists. Our army 
bravely and magnificentlv fought 
on both the Egyptian and Syrian 
fronts. And Syria owes much to 
the Iraqi army which heroically 
warded off an "Israeli”  break
through on Damascus and thus 
protected the Syrian capital from 
falling at the hands of the Zion
ist enemy.

Over the past 9 months the 
Iraqi revolution led by its leading

party, the ABSP, spared no ef
forts to  put at the disposal of 
and make available to the Iraqi 
Army all prerequisites that enable 
it to be one of the strongest 
striking forces in the Middle East, 
an army fully capable of safe
guarding the gains of the Iraqi 
people and the whole land of the 
Arab nation.

On this occasion the Iraqi au
thorities inaugurated several in
dustrial and agricultural projects 
throughout the country.

President Bakr Congratulates the

On the occasion of the 56th 
founding anniversary of the Iraqi 
Army, President Ahmed Hassan 
al-Bakr addressed the following 
congratulatory cable to  members 
of the armed forces:

" I t pleases me on this glorious 
day of our gallant army to con
gratulate you and all members of 
the Army, members of police and 
Security Forces and Border 
Guards, imploring the alimghty 
Allah to  bestow success upon 
all o f us in what serves the well
being, pride and fortitude of our 
armed forces as to be the im
pregnable bastion of the Arab 
nation and capable of warding off 
every vile aggressor pondering 
aggression on our beloved count
ry, and to be an effective instru
ment in realizing the aspirations 
of the Arab nation of unity, free
dom and socialism, in liberating 
the usurped territories of our 
great homeland and in safeguard
ing the achievements of our pro
gressive revolution” .

1976
A YEAR OF PROGRESS

To w ards  Fulfilling
th e Aspirations of 
Revolution

It has been customary, when 
a new year ushers in to review 
the previous year's events in all 
fields to examine whether one's 
course has been right or wrong 
in comparison with others' exper
iences. The following is a brief 
summary of what Iraq has ac
complished over the past year :

In the field of development and 
Construction the 1976 Budget 
amounted to  $ 17153 million of

Development Activities

In April, 1976, foundation 
stones were laid for various in
dustrial projects the total 
cost of which amounted to 
$ 1795.2 million. And during July, 
foundation stones for other pro
jects worth $ 663 million were 
laid. Still, other projects, such as 
the $ 165 million Himreen Dam, 
the construction of part of the 
industrial port at Khor al-Zubair

complex in Wasset Governorate 
at a cost of $ 340 million, were 
also contracted for execution.

The total cost of the projects 
now being implemented by the 
Iraqi State Organisation for Con
structional Industries amounted 
to  $ 901 million. A state com
pany for phosphates exploitation 
was established at a capital of
$ 1190 million. Work commenced 
on the largest ever residential 
town to be built in Baghdad to 
house 20,000 people. Roughly 
99% of the pipelines to transport 
oil products between Baghdad 
and Basrah was completed. Some 
90 multi-purpose industrial pro
jects were also completed. A sum 
of $ 102 million was added to 
special allocations to complete 

the development projects in the 
northern area.

which $ 506.2 million was allo at a value of $ 114.92 million.

18



A seminar was held in which 
discussions dealt with reforming 
the legal system in the country 
and to legislate laws in harmony 
with the socialist transformations 
being brought about in the 
country.

On the cost of living level, 
1976 was characterised by a 
drop in foodstuff and consumer 
goods prices and also in fuel and 
services prices compared with 

the prevailing prices in neighbour
ing Arab countries.

place last year when hundreds 
of Egyptian farmers moved to 
Iraq to work in the "Wihda" 
(unity) agricultural project.

Furthering Arab Cause

Regarding Arab issues, Iraq's 
firm and principled stand towards 
the Lebanese crisis and its call 
for non-intervension in that 
country's internal affairs won ap
preciation on the part of all pro
gressive and patriotic forces 
within and outside Lebanon. The

To conf
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Arab fron
enemy. Co
Arab coun
this consp
aim at im
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P U B L I C  S E C T O R
b y  K a m a l  B u t t i

T h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d 
b y  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  b a s e  f o r 
a n y  s o c i a l i s t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  B u t  t h e  e x i s 
t e n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  a l o n e  i n  a n y  s o c i e t y  i s 
n o t  e n o u g h  t o  e f f e c t  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e 
i n  m o s t  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w i t h 
o u t  a  c o n s c i o u s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a l l  e c o 
n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f a l l  s h o r t  o f  e x p e c t a 
t i o n s  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y .

I r a q ,  b e i n g  a  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r y ,  i s  n o t  a n 
e x c e p t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t 
s t r e t c h e d  f r o m  1 9 2 7  u n t i l  J u l y  1 7 ,  1 9 6 8 ,  R e v o l u 
t i o n ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y 
i t s  c o m p l e t e  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m 
a n d  f o r e i g n  o i l  s e c t o r  d o m i n a t e d  o v e r  a l i  o t h e r  e c o 
n o m i c  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  b a c k 
w a r d  e c o n o m y  w h i c h  i m p e r i a l i s m  d e l i b e r a t e l y  m a i n 
t a i n e d  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  c a p i 
t a l  c a p a b l e  o f  a c t i v a t i n g  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y  e v e n 
w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s .  T h e

s t a t e  w a s  l e f t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  s o m e  p r o d u c t i o n  w o r k s 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m a i n  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e ;  s u c h  w o r k s 
d i d  n o t  y i e l d  l u c r a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  m i g h t  a t t r a c t 
i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  c r e a t e  a  p u b l i c  s e c 
t o r .  I n  f a c t ,  w h a t e v e r  t y p e  o f  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  t h a t 
e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  J u l y  1 7  R e v o l u t i o n  w a s  a c t u a l l y 
m e a n t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  r u l e r s  o f  t h a t  a g e ,  i m p e r i a l i s t s 
a n d  f e u d a l i s t s .

T r u e ,  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  o i l  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g 
o i l  r e v e n u e  g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  s  i n 
t e r v e n t i o n  i n  m a n y  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  l e d 
t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  m a j o r  s e c t o r s :  F i r s t ,  t h e 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  w h i c h  u n d e r t o o k  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d 
i n d u s t r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a d e ,  b a n k i n g  a n d  i n s u r a n c e , 
s e r v i c e s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t  s e c t o r  w h i c h  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  t a s k  o f 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s e r v i c e s ,  i r r i g a t i o n ,  s o m e  i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o j e c t s  a n d  s o m e  b a n k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i r d l y ,  t h e 
f o r e i g n  s e c t o r ,  w h i c h  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  o i l  s e c t o r , 
b a n k i n g ,  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  f o r e i g n  t r a d e .
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----------------- A R T S

Twenty-five years 
of search and 
achievement

Iraqi Art
Movement-I

Until a few years age it  was 
possible to write about Iraqi art 
in more or less comprehensive 
terms as a phenomenon of great 
unexpected significance in a 
country that had begun to deve
lop, together with its physical 
potential, its inner powers, its 
vision. However, as the country 
gained in economic growth in 
the last ten years or so, this phe
nomenon has assumed such 
dimensions that any but a detail
ed account would fall short of giv
ing a true picture of its place in 
the intellectual life of Iraq. Any
one who has seen the first Arab 
Biennale in Baghdad in 1974 
would realize this. Whether hold
ing the Biennale in Baghdad had 
anything to do with the result 
that then emerged will remain 
uncertain —  but the result was 
that Iraqi painting and sculpture 
seemed by far the most power
ful in the vast pan-Arab exhbi
tion, that they were as good, as 
vital, as any in the world.

In the space of twenty-five 
years Iraqi art had come into its 
own as a thing of distinction. 
The art world outside may fly

into all kinds of new directions, creation, to  which Iraqi art can
so many creations of the inven
tive mind may elicit surprise and 
wonder w ith their novelty, their 
technique, often seeming to  anti
cipate the look of the next tech
nological change, 'cut there will 
always remain the painting itself, 
the canvas, the individual's per
sonal relationship w ith his own

by Jabra I. Jabra

be favourably referred and com
pared. For a small country like 
Iraq which has only just come 
out of centuries of stagnation, 
this is no small achievement.

The first comprehensive ex
hibition of Iraqi art was held 
at al-Mansour Club in Baghdad

in February 1956. The ex
hibition was so successful that 
the artists got together soon 
later that year and formed the 
Iraqi Artists Society. When after 
the 1958 Revolution the Ministry 
of Information was established, 
it extended State patronage to 
artists and their exhibitions on a 
large scale. The Artists Society 
and the Ministry of Information, 
combining forces, made the ex
hibiting of almost any artist 
worth the name an easy affair 
that cost him or her next to noth
ing. Moreover, the Ministry, 
building up its permanent gallery 
of modern art, bought works 
from nearly every artist who held 
an exhibition.

Three Major groups

There were in the Fifties three

Painting by Haiidli Duroubi

major groups, each led by a pro
minent painter, which embodied 
this struggle fo r the recognition 
of the artist and his view of the 
world: the S.P. (Societe Primi
tive), led by Fayek Hassan, the 
Baghdad Modern Art Group, led 
by Jewad Salim, and The Impres
sionists (made up largely of post- 
impressionists and cubists), led

by Hafidh Duroubi. These groups 
have remained fairly active until 
recent years, comprising in all 
about fifty painters and sculp
tors. As more and more artists 
returned from their studies ab
road (in London, Paris, Rome, 
Warsaw, Zagrab, even Peking), 
or graduated from Baghdad's 
own Fine Arts Institute and Fine 
Arts Academy (the latter being 
part of Baghdad University), 
groups in the Sixties tended to 
multiply or splinter off, w it1’  many 
artsits, of course, preserving 
their independence. There were 
the Academicians, the Innova- 
tionists, the New Vision Group, 
the One-Dimensionists —  and 
others. Each group prided itself 
on being revolutionary after its 
own fashion, ranging in its creed 
from the intensely political to 
the intensely religious oi mys
tic. Actually the ideological 
lines, whether political, mystc, 
or expressionist, Otten cut across 
the groups' formations in a re
markable way. What mattered in 
the final analysis was individual 
talent: the brilliant creators were 
of their own making. Neverthe
less, each group contributed its 
valuable share to the general dis
cussion and examination of id
eas, just as it also made exhibi
tions easier to  hold for the ar
tists themselves.

A  spirit of tradition

One fact that has always to  be 
recognised in understanding Arab 
art today is that however revolu
tionary Arab artists may be in 
concept and in aspiration, a spirit 
of tradition hangs on to them 
which they cannot, w ill not, 
shake off. However much they 
may subscribe to the view of 
'internationalism' or 'cosmopoli
tism' in modern art, they will not 
give up the notion that their iden
tity  can only be shaped by root
ing themselves in. a tradition of 
their own, which helps to give

a distinction to their work, mark
ing them off as tha creators and 
extenders of a national culture. 
Iraqi artists, most of whom have 
a very good knowledge of other 
nations' art history, have right 
from the start attempted to bring 
into existence a view cf an which 
might be called Iraqi, or Arab. 
Hence their harking back to 
Sumerian and Assyrian sculp
ture, to Arab painting, manus
cript illuminations and calligraphy, 
to folk motifs found in handi
crafts and handwuven rugs, and 
to  local popular themes. Their 
achievement in style is the child 
of the wedding of tradition to 
present-day contemporaneity. It 
is only thus that we may begin 
to  understand the works of 
Jewad Salim, Shakir Hassan, 
Kadhem Haider, Dhia Azzawi, 
Mohammad Ghani, Khaled Rah- 
hal, Hameed Attar,and many other 
leading artists. Whatever origin
ality they may posses is thus 
connected, in one way or ano
ther, with the grass roots of their 
society, even though the con
nection may not be always read
ily visible.

Similarly, most Iraqi artists are 
deeply concerned with the dilem
mas of twentieth century man, 
with the struggle of an Arab na
tion emerging as a new force in 
today's world, with the fight for 
freedom and independence that 
marks Palestinian revolutionaries. 
However personal the vision or 
the ultimate style, these are some 
of the major factors that make 
up their work.

Fayek Hassan

A very interesting case is the 
work of Fayek Hassan/.who re
mains, however much he shuns 
the limelight, the coyen of Iraqi 
painters. For nearly forty years 
Fayek Hassan has been produc
ing paintings ; f  remarkable
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The artist who di
what he was doin

Munim Furrat was an Iraqi 
primitive artist who won a world
wide notice. He was posthu
mously awarded the first prize 
of the 3rd. International Exhibi
tion of Primitive Art held in 
Bratislava, Czecnoslovakia in 
September 1972. He was a man 
not spoilt by the psychological 
burdens of formal education and 
modern learning and schools of 
art. He did not read or write. He 
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PRESS O PIN IO N

IZVESTIA (USSR)
The Soviet daily Izvestia warned that the sit

uation in the Arab region would remain explosive 
so long as the Zionists "refuse to withdraw from 
the occupied Arab territories and recognise the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people".

In an article, published on January 2, the 
Soviet Government organ pointed out that there 
were no indications that "Israel" "has any intention 
to withdraw from all occupied territories, therefore, 
the situation in the area will remain extremely cri
tical".
PRAVDA (USSR)

On the other hand, Pravda, the daily CPSU 
organ, described in its issue of January 2 the large- 

"Iraqi army's participat
came without previous arra
leadership; it was done by 
Iraq".

The paper added that
stances Iraq's participation 
been partial or symbolic, b
committed to the battlefie
forces".

"The Iraqi troops", th
"had to enter the war from 
and not from the Jordanian
were deprived of the chan
their fighting skill and stre
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