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But there is no intention in the following pages to ignore Iraq s 
shortcomings or to minimize the tremendous task that lies ahead.

Therefore, if a note of self-satisfaction or complacency is to be 
found in this book it is entirely confined to what has been accomplished 
in the past. This achievement can only be adequately gauged by com
paring the state of the country in which it emerged from the First 
World War with its state today bearing in mind the difficulties and 
vicissitudes that the young nation has had to face during that period.







He was a natural sportsman and soldier, piloted his own plane and 
took an active part in army maneuvers. King Ghazi gave away a large 
part of his personal property to those who had served the nation or the 
Arab Cause. He seldom refused a plea for assistance and showed clem
ency and human understanding in the exercise of his duties.

In 1934 he married his cousin, Emira 'Aliyah, the daughter of 
King Ali. A son, Faisal, was born in 1935 and became heir to the 
throne. Both these events added to the popularity he already enjoyed, 
for in his short reign he had captured the imagination of the masses 
and the enthusiasm of the country’s youth. His tragic death in April 
1939 in a motor accident brought to a premature end the life of a 
promising and popular ruler who, with maturity, would have undoubt
edly contributed much to the country's future development. Since his 
death, the Queen Mother, has shown a very real sense of increased 
responsibility towards the young King and the State. She has taken a 
particular interest in the welfare of the women of Iraq. She is accessible 
to the humblest women of the country and spends many hours of her 
time in active work among the various welfare societies.

Ghazi was succeeded by his four-year-old son, King Faisal II. The 
Emir Abdul 'Ilah, son of King Ali, was appointed Regent and Heir to 
the Throne by Act of Parliament. Born in 1913, Abdul 'Ilah was edu
cated at Victoria College in Alexandria, and in him again Iraq is fortu



I l l

T H E  L A N D
' T h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  K i n g d o m  o f  I r a q  w e r e  f i x e d  d u r i n g 

t h e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r .  T h e  c o u n t i y 
w h i c h  t h e y  i n c l u d e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  w h a t  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y 
b e e n  t h e  t h r e e  T u r k i s h  p r o v i n c e s  o f  B a s r a h ,  B a g h d a d  a n d  M o s u l . 
L i m i t e d  o n  t h e  E a s t  s i d e  b y  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  I r a n ,  a n d  o n  t h e  W e s t 
b y  a  m o r e  a r b i t r a r y  l i n e  i n  m i d - d e s e r t ,  i t s  s e v e r a l  r e g i o n s  v a r y  c o n s i d 
e r a b l y  i n  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  e v e n  i n  c l i m a t e .  I n  t h e  S o u t h  i s  t h e  a l l u v i a l 
p l a i n ,  r e c l a i m e d  b y  t h e  r i v e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  I n  t h e 
N o r t h  a r e  t h e  u n d u l a t i n g  u p l a n d s  o f  t h e  o l d  v i l a y e t  o f  M o s u l .  T h e s e 
a r e  t h e  m a i n  d i v i s i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  i t s  f r o n t i e r s  a r e  a  l a r g e 
s l i c e  o f  t h e  S y r i a n  D e s e r t  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  m o u n t a i n o u s 
K u r d i s t a n .

T h e  s o u t h e r n  a l l u v i a l  p l a i n  i s  e x a c t l y  d e l i m i t e d  b y  t h e  a n c i e n t 
s h o r e  l i n e  o f  t h e  G u l f  b e f o r e  t h e  s i x t h  m i l l e n n i u m  B .  C .  T o  t h e  n o r t h 
c a s t  t h i s  f o l l o w s  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n  m o u n t a i n s  u p  f r o m  t h e  s e a , 
t u r n s  s o u t h - w e s t  a c r o s s  t h e  o l d  r i v e r  e s t u a r i e s  a t  S a m a r r a  a n d  H i t ,  a n d 
r e t u r n s  p a r a l l e l  t o  a n d  w e s t  o f  t h e  E u p h r a t e s .  E n c l o s e d  w i t h i n  t h i s 
b o u n d a r y  i s  a n  e x p a n s e  o f  e n t i r e l y  f l a t  a n d  s t o n e l e s s  r i v e r b o r n  s o i l , 
p o t e n t i a l l y  v e r y  f e r t i l e  i n d e e d  b u t  r e q u i r i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  i r r i g a t i o n  t o  c o m 
p e n s a t e  f o r  c l i m a t i c  s h o r t c o m i n g s ,  t h e  a n n u a l  r a i n f a l l  a v e r a g i n g  a b o u t 
s i x  i n c h e s .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  a r e a  t h e  t w o  r i v e r s  h a v e  m e a n d e r e d  f o r  s e v e n 
m i l l e n n i a ,  c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  c o u r s e  c o n t i n u a l l y ,  o f t e n  r e m a i n i n g  s p l i t 
i n t o  s e v e r a l  b r a n c h e s ,  b u t  l a t t e r l y  a l w a y s  r e u n i t i n g  a b o v e  t h e  m o d e r n 
c i t y  o f  B a s r a h  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  c o u r s e  i n  a  s i n g l e  g r e a t  c h a n n e l  c a l l e d 
t h e  S h a t t - a l - A r a b .  A b o v e  B a s r a h  a l s o  i s  t h e  m a r s h l a n d  o f  t h e  M u n t a f i q 
l i v ' d ,  w h e r e  t h e  d r y i n g - o u t  p r o c e s s  i s  s t i l l  i n c o m p l e t e .  E l s e w h e r e ,  t h e 
r i v e r s ,  b e i n g  i n  t h e i r  d e l t a ,  f l o w  a t  a  l e v e l  a  f e w  f e e t  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e 
r e s t  o f  t h e  p l a i n ,  w h i c h  i s  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a l w a y s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  f l o o d ,  p a r 
t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g t i m e ,  w h e n  t h e  s n o w  m e l t s  o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f 
K u r d i s t a n  a n d  A n a t o l i a .

D e p e n d i n g  f o r  i t s  c u l t i v a t i o n  o n  a r t i f i c i a l  i r r i g a t i o n ,  t h e  e n t i r e 
p l a i n  i s  t h r e a d e d  a n d  c r i s s c r o s s e d  w i t h  w a t e r - c h a n n e l s  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n s
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bring their water to the surface at the desired place. Elsewhere the 
country is normally bare, but a wet spring covers it with an ephemeral 
garment of grass and flowers, which withers in May. Between t ie  two 
rivers, in the center, is a wedge of uncultivable gypsum desert known 
as Al-Jazirah, itself divided by a strange deserted wadi, called Thar-thar, 
which runs due north and south and ends in a salt lake.

After the uplands come the high lands of Kurdistan, forming a 
north-eastern crescent of mountain country with its lower point resting 
approximately on Khanaqin and its upper on the Tigris at Faish 
Khabur. Here are stone-built villages shelved into the side of the hills, 
with tall silver poplars, and terraced cultivation including vineyards 
and tobacco. The mountains run up to 14,000 feet in height and are 
covered with snow throughout the winter. The rainfall is heavy from 
October to May. In the spring, when the valleys are full of flowers and 
blossom this district is as beautiful and attractive to visit as any in the 
world. Large areas of mountain-side are covered with scrub-oak, or less 
often conifers, and there is much game below the snow-line in winter.

Lastly, as we have said, included in the frontiers of northern Iraq 
is a portion of the Syrian Desert, almost equal in area to the remaining 
half of the State. This is uncultivable and almost waterless, inhabited 
only by Bedouin tribes with their flocks and camels.





Arch of Ctesiphon

throughout the Middle East. The splendor of this early city of Babylon 
was short-lived. After the death of Hammurabi, the Hittites swept down 
from the Northern mountains and laid hold of Babylonia for a time: 
they were followed later by the Kassites from the Eastern mountains. 
The Kassites came to stay.



This remarkable and energetic young Macedonian had set out at the 
age of twenty and conquered Asia Minor and Egypt. 1 hen, at the age 
of twenty-five, he decided to throw the Persians out of Babylon; in 331 
B. C. he defeated the Persian King in a terrific battle near Arbela, 
occupying Babylon a few days later. During the next seven years Alex
ander conquered modern Persia and Afghanistan, crossed the frontiers 
of India, and invaded the Punjab: he built a fleet on the river Indus 
and returned to Babylon via the Persian Gulf. He thus became master 
of the world—or of as much of it as was then known.

In 323 B. C., after 13 years’ reign, Alexander died at Babylon, 
aged 33 years. The succession was disputed, finally Seleucus (one of his 
generals) acquired the Iraq portion of his conquests. The latter built 
a new capital, Seleucia (on the Tigris, twenty miles below Baghdad). 
The Greek House of Seleucus lasted for 175 years, but the culture 
brought by the Greeks and the development carried out by them influ
enced the country for several more centuries.

SUB-PERIOD NO. 7 (247 B. C.—226 A. D.). The next invaders were 
the Parthians (from Persia). After long wars this able people conquered 
the Scleucids and built a new capital called Ctesiphon, just opposite to 
Seleucia, on the other side of the Tigris. During this sub-period the 
great Roman Empire was in being, and Syria formed part of that 



quote the following passages. He says: “The Imperial Court was po 
ished, luxurious, and unlimitedly wealthy; the capital, Baghdad, a 
gigantic mercantile city surrounding a huge administrative fortress, 
wherein every department of slate had a properly regulated and well- 
ordered public office; where schools and colleges abounded; whither 
philosophers, students, doctors, poets, and theologians Hocked from all 
parts of the civilized globe. . . .  T he provincial capitals were embellished 
with vast public buildings, and linked together by an effective and 
rapid service of posts and caravans; the frontiers were secure and well 
garrisoned, the army loyal, efficient, and brave; the governors and min
isters honest and forbearing. The empire stretched with equal strength 
and unimpaired control from the Cilician gates to Aden, and from 
Egypt to Central Asia. Christians, Pagans, Jews, as w’ell as Moslems, 
were employed in the government service. Usurpers, rebellious generals, 
and false prophets seemed to have vanished from the Moslem domin
ions. Traffic and wealth had taken the place of revolution and famine. 
. . . Pestilence and disease w’ere met by Imperial hospitals and govern
ment physicians.”

The Abbasid period witnessed one of the most momentous intel
lectual awakenings in Islam. The brilliant intellectual revival is most 
eloquently described by H. G. Wells in the following passage from his 
“The Outline of History.” He says: "For some generations before 



H IS T O R Y  1914-1944
The modern history of Iraq may be divided into three periods— 

1914-32; 1932-39; and 1939-44.
PERIOD I (1914-1932): In the years before World War I in these 

distant vilayets of Turkish Arabia, Ottoman rule was beginning to 
show a marked deterioration, and wars in Europe were weakening the 
Central Government in Istanbul. Amongst the Arabs these facts, com
bined with resentment at the “Ottomanism” of the Young Turks, had 
already led to a revival of Arab aspirations, and the comparatively new 
concept of “nationalism” claimed its partisans. Damascus and Beyrout 
were the first centers of an organized Arab Nationalist Movement, but 
by the outbreak of the First World War the secret society called Al-Ahd 
had extended its activities to Baghdad.

The impact of Western civilization and Western ideas on these 
inner regions of the Middle East had been a gradual process. But the 
implications of certain events were by no means lost on the Arabs. 



.11 Mustansiriyah

scientious and efficient, but making few concessions to the reviving 
nationalism of Iraq, resulted in a serious check. The Revolution of 
1920, in addition to costing the British Treasury forty-million pounds, 



Furthermore it came at a time when Iraq's national equanimity 
was already seriously shaken. For some years she had been watching 
with increasing disquiet the tendentious aspect of events in sister States 
with whom she felt her future to be identified. Owing to the non- 
fulfilment of the Anglo-Arab Agreement ol 1915, Arab public opinion 
was crystalizing into a strong national movement. In Palestine itself, 
political Zionism waxed aggressive in its fight for unrestricted immigra
tion and political domination. In Syria up to 1940, the piovision in 
the mandate for its own ultimate termination had been ignoied by the 
French, while more recently under the Vichy regime the countiy had 
become a center for the political and military activities of the Axis 
Powers.

Each of these facts screed to increase Iraq’s misgivings, and what 
little reassurance was forthcoming from her ally was insufficient to 
prevent her resistance from being dangerously weakened. It was accord
ingly less surprising when in 1941 this state of affairs culminated in an 
attempt by an unscrupulous and non-representative faction to inter
fere with the legitimate government of the country.

Since 1941 much has been done by both allies to restore each 
other’s confidence, and a landmark was reached in January, 1943, with 
Iraq’s decision to enter the ranks of the United Nations as a belligerent. 





Nebuchadnezzar. The tears of their early captivity were soon forgotten 
in their growing appreciation of this new land of promise, and the 
Greek writers found them prospering in large communities on the 
Euphrates, including their university cities of Sura and Pumbaditha. 
In Sasanian times they even attained sonic measure of administrative 
independence, while the Abbasid Caliphs benefited from their com
mercial and economic acumen. I hey have since been assimilated into 
the life of the country, until today a foreigner will find them barely 
distinguishable from Iraqi townsmen of different extraction.

In Baghdad there are Jewish schools, hospitals and charitable 
institutions, financed by the community, and conforming to govern
ment regulations. The community has a president and two councils 
tvhose appointment is confirmed by Royal Irada.

OTHERS. About thirty thousand Yezidis and an even smaller 
number of Turcomans, Sabeans, Shebeks, and Lurs complete the pic
ture. The Yezidis in the hills north of Mosul have an obscure religious 
formula centered around the propitiation of the principle of evil. They 
are consequently often erroneously called “devil-worshippers.” The 
Turcomans are a remnant of a fourteenth-century invasion. They were 
retained by the early Ottoman rulers in a line of settlements calculated 
to protect their own communications with Turkey from the less reliable 
elements along the route.



the magnitude of their task but saw at the same time that they were 
sadly unprepared for it. There was no feminist movement as such, for 
there was no masculine antagonism. The complete emancipation was 
the joint aim of both sexes, and the education of women was admitted 
to be the first step towards the common goal.

Iraq was fortunate in being able to take over straight away the 
most advanced educational theories. Equal educational opportunity 
was the right of all. But it was not possible for women to avoid the 
penalties imposed by their initial handicaps. Schools had first of all to 
be started with teachers brought from other luckier Arab countries, 
where women’s education had not been so neglected. Even now, in 
spite of constant endeavours to train teachers, supply still lags behind 
demand and puts a brake on the growth of women’s education.

There are now about 30,000 girls at school in Iraq, but the number 
alone cannot give any idea of the fervor which women have brought 
to learning. Girls ask for it as a present from their fathers; mothers 
want it as a favour for their daughters. In schools women work with 
such enthusiasm that they have gained some of the highest places among 
the graduates at the Medical College, the Law College, and the 
Teachers’ Training College.



Wedding at Telkaif



VI

GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE
The history of the political development of Iraq, from a forgotten 

province of the Ottoman Empire, to an independent State, has been 
described elsewhere. We have seen that in spite of the country s youth 
it has now an assured place in the community of nations, and its internal 
structure is no less secure. Much of the country s stability is due to the 
prestige and experience of the Hashimite Royal family which had ruled 
it since 1921. But the King of Iraq is a constitutional monarch. His 
powers are circumscribed by legal theory and practice and, in the words 
of the Organic Law, “sovereignty belongs to the people, and it is a trust 
confided by them to King Faisal, Son of Husein, and to his heirs after 
him.”

The rights and duties of the monarch are numerous. He is the 
supreme head of the State, and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces. He orders elections, convokes parliament, and promulgates the 
laws made there. He also by a recent amendment of the Constitution, 
has the power to demand the resignation of the Prime Minister when 



munilics. The Chamber of Deputies sits for four sessions of one ycai 
each, though fresh elections may be held if the Chamber of Deputies 
is dissolved before its session expires.

For administrative purposes the country is divided up into four
teen liwas or districts administered by a mutasarrif, and the liwas are 
sub-divided into a total of forty-four qadhas, administered by a 
qahnviaqam. The qadhas are in their turn divided into nahyas, the 
smallest administrative unit, at the head of which is a mudir. All this 
organization comes under the Ministry ol the Interior. Other govern
ment departments such as Health and Education have their own 
officials in the liwas and Radhas, but it is always the mustasarrif who is 
senior. The post of mutasarrif or qaimmaqam is a very responsible one; 
he is confronted each day by a host of complex problems, and if he 
possesses a strong personality he can exercise very considerable influ
ence over his area in addition to the authority he naturally wields as 
representative of the government.

Justice in Iraq, as in America or Great Britain, is free from the 
interference of government. There are three sorts of courts—civil, 
religious, and certain special courts including the High Court. The 
Civil courts deal with civil, commercial, and criminal cases as well as 
actions for or against the government. Religious courts—Moslem. 
Christian, and Jewish—arc concerned with the questions of personal 



39,920,000 on the same date which is an indication of great financial 
stability. Iraq currency is freely convertible into sterling on London 
and vice versa, subject to such conditions as arc considered essential 
for normal banking purposes. The dinar is, therefore, a very sound 
currency and commands international confidence.

Banking is carried out by four Chartered banks and a certain 
number of private banking houses. The banks have branches in impor
tant cities and report to the Ministry of Finance according to the terms 
of the law for the control of banking. The Rafidain Bank, created in 
1941 under Government auspices, is banker to the Iraq Treasury and 
other official and semi-official institutions. It has now two branches: 
one in Basra and one in Mosul, and correspondents and agents abroad. 
The Government further owns the Industrial and Agricultural Bank 
which make advances and loans to farmers, cultivators, industrialists 
and others on reasonable terms. Banking business is conducted on con
servative lines and aggregate deposits at the end of 1943 were estimated 
at about twenty million dinars.

3). PUBLIC DEBTS
Iraq was formerly an integral part of the Ottoman Empire, and 

when the latter disintegrated as a result of World War I, its public debts 
were distributed among its various former provinces irrespective of 



P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  8 % ;  R a i l w a y s ,  1 4 % ;  G o v e r n m e n t  S e r v i c e s ,  1 4 % ;  o t h e r 
s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e m p o r a r y  a l l o c a t i o n s ,  3 1 % .

T h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a r c  r e g u l a r l y  p u b l i s h e d .  A  d e t a i l e d 
r e p o r t  i s  i s s u e d  a n n u a l l y  w h i c h  g i v e s  f u l l  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  y e a r l y 
a c c o u n t s  a n d  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r . 
T h e  a c c o u n t s  b e a r  t h e  c o u n t e r - s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  a n d  A u d i t o r - 
G e n e r a l  w h o ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e p o r t s  s e p a r a t e l y  t o  P a r l i a m e n t ,  t o  w h i c h 
h e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e .

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s e r v e s  o f  t h e 
T r e a s u r y  o n  M a r c h  3 1 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  a m o u n t e d  t o  3 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  d i n a r s  b e s i d e s 
r e c o v e r a b l e  a s s e t s  a m o u n t i n g  t o  a b o u t  t w o  m i l l i o n  d i n a r s .

5 ) .  C O N C L U S I O N
A s  p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  I r a q  h a s  n o  p u b l i c  d e b t s ;  i t  h a s  o n  t h e  c o n 

t r a r y  a  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  a n d  f i x e d  i n c o m e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  r o y a l t y  r e c e i v 
a b l e  f r o m  t h e  v a r i o u s  o i l  c o m p a n i e s  o p e r a t i n g  o r  h a v i n g  c o n c e s s i o n s  i n 
I r a q .  I t  h a s  a  s o u n d  a n d  e a s i l y  c o n v e r t i b l e  c u r r e n c y  w i t h  a  h a n d s o m e 
r e s e r v e  a n d  w i t h  n o  m o n e t a r y  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  B u d g e t s ,  e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e 
w a r  p e r i o d ,  h a v e  b e e n  s e l f - b a l a n c i n g ,  a n d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  h a v e  u s u a l l y 
r e s u l t e d  i n  s o m e  s u r p l u s  o f  r e v e n u e  o v e r  e x p e n d i t u r e .  T h e  c o u n t r y  h a s 
g r e a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  w h i c h  a w a i t  d e v e l o p 
m e n t .  I t s  k e y  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  M i d d l e  E a s t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i s 
a  g u a r a n t e e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t r a d e  a n d  i n d u s t r y .  F o r  t h e s e 
a n d  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  l o o k s  t o  t h e  p o s t - w a r  p e r i o d  w i t h  h o p e 
a n d  c o n f i d e n c e .

[ 1 2 ]



v a s t  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  K i r k u k  o i l  f i e l d .  T h e  K i r k u k  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s i x t y 
m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h ,  b e t w e e n  o n e  a n d  t w o  m i l e s  i n  w i d t h  a n d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e 
b i g g e s t  s i n g l e  o i l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  o i l  p r o d u c e d  a t  K i r k u k 
i s  s e n t  t o  t h e  p o r t s  o f  H a i f a  i n  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  T r i p o l i  i n  S y r i a  t h r o u g h 
a  t w e l v e - i n c h  p i p e l i n e  w h i c h  h a s  a  c a p a c i t y  o f  f o u r  m i l l i o n  t o n s  o f  o i l 
p e r  a n n u m .

T h e  e x p o r t  o f  o i l  f r o m  t h e  I r a q i  f i e l d s  i s ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  l i m i t e d  b y 
t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  p i p e l i n e ,  b u t  I r a q  e x p e c t s  t h a t  a f t e r 
t h e  w a r  a  n e w  o u t l e t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  f o r  h e r  v a s t  r e s e r v e s  o f  o i l .

2 )  . M o s u l  P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e 
I r a q  P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y  c o n c e s s i o n ,  t h e  M o s u l  P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y 
( p r e v i o u s l y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  B .  O .  D . )  w a s  g r a n t e d  a  c o n c e s s i o n  i n  1 9 3 2 

o v e r  a l l  l a n d s  i n  t h e  M o s u l  a n d  B a g h d a d  v i l a y e t s  s i t u a t e d  W e s t  o f  t h e 
r i v e r  T i g r i s  a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - t h i r d  p a r a l l e l .  T h i s  c o m p a n y  i s 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  e x p l o r a t o r y  s t a g e ,  a n d  p a y s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a  d e a d  r e n t 
w h i c h  s t a r t e d  w i t h  £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( g o l d )  i n  1 9 3 3  i n c r e a s i n g  b y  £ 2 5 , 0 0 0 

( g o l d )  a n n u a l l y  u p  t o  £ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( g o l d ) .  O v e r  s i x t y  w e l l s  h a v e  b e e n 
d r i l l e d ,  a n d  o i l  i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d .  B y  t h e  t e r m s  o f  i t s 
c o n c e s s i o n ,  t h i s  c o m p a n y  h a s  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  p i p e - l i n e  w i t h  a 
m i n i m u m  c a p a c i t y  o f  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  a  y e a r ,  o r  t o  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s 
f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  t h a t  m i n i m u m  q u a n t i t y .

3 )  . B a s r a  P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y .  O b t a i n e d  a  c o n c e s s i o n  i n  1 9 3 8 
c o v e r i n g  a l l  l a n d s  s i t u a t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  o f  B a g h d a d .  T h i s  c o m -

O i l  P i p e  L i n e s
[ 4 4 ]



DATES
In the reliefs found in the Assyrian Royal Palace at Khorsabad 

the king is shown carrying in his hands the symbol of date fertilization, 
and today in the center of the ('oat of Arms of Iraq is placed a group of 
date palms. This is as it should be, for there is nowhere else in the 
world where dates grow so plentifully or where their quality is so high 
as in Iraq. And the palm tree is not simply a producer of food, its 
various uses are almost as numerous as those of the cocoanut. Its wood 
is almost the only fuel in an otherwise treeless land; its branches pro
vide the material for mats and roofs, while the tough fibres of its bark 
can be used for ropes.

The date-growing part of the world is in the dry belts round the 
tropics of Cancer and Capricorn; the northern of these belts extends 
along the southern shore of the Mediterranean, from Morocco to the 
Nile Valley, and through Arabia, Iraq, and southwest Persia to the 
northwest corner of India. But three-quarters of the date palms of the 
world are found in Iraq, and from the port of Basra before the war 
eighty per cent of the dates entering the international market used to 
be shipped. The war has naturally placed great handicaps in the way 
of this trade, but in peacetime fast steamers used to lie up at the head 
of the Persian Gulf for days, or even weeks, to rush the first dates of the 



be got from a pound of dates. For several hundreds of thousands of 
Arabs the date is actually their staple, and sometimes their only food, 
and these are among the healthiest members of the community.

The date industry of Iraq is now directly under the control of the 
government, and is organized by a Date Board, largely financed from 
government money, which has its headquarters in Basra and assists in 
the marketing of dates abroad. There are also Growers and Packers 
Associations which meet periodically to discuss questions relating to 
these aspects of the business. Finally, there is a Research Station, also 
situated at Basra, which is engaged on the scientific study of improving 
the date crop and utilizing the by-products.

DATE EXPORTS FROM IRAQ

1938 1939 1940

Tons Value in 
Id.

Tons Value in 
Id.

Tons Value in 
Id.

U. S.A....................... 20,822 173,284 20,572 208,953 23,048 266,824

U. K.......................... 13,242 106,924 23,871 244,549 25,540 305,323

INDIA.................... 66,598 223,114 58,066 260,999 53,527 258,546

EGYPT................... 13,582 43,568 8,614 29,609 1,544 9,701



IX

AGRICULTU RE
Writing in the fifth century B. C. the Greek traveller Herodotus 

says of Iraq, “Of all the countries that we know there is none which is 
so fruitful in grain. It will yield commonly two hundredfold or when 
the production is greatest, even three hundredfold. The blade of the 
wheat-plant and of the barley-plant is often lour fingers in breadth. 
As for the millet and the sesame I shall not mention the height to 
which they grow lest it seem incredible.” Many other ancient writers 
agree with Herodotus that Iraq in ancient times was one of the great 
granaries of the world.

It continued so until the thirteenth century A. I), when the 
Mongol invasions destroyed the interior administration of the country 
and the irrigation network consequently fell into ruin. In the genera
tions which followed Persian and Turkish conquerors did little to 



All through these early years the Department received eveiy form 
of encouragement and wise counsel from His Majesty King Faisal I 
who, like his predecessors on the throne of Babylon, took the most lively 
interest in the land. He was the first to introduce on his own estates 
the most modern farming methods and machinery. He encouraged the 
revision of customs duties to exempt agricultural machinery and the 
adjustment of taxes to favor certain crops.

Except in the date-groves and the fruit or market-gardens around 
the large towns, most Iraqi farmers engage themselves in the very 
“extensive” cultivation of wheat and barley, rice, maize, sorghum and 
sesame. This means that a light amount of work is put into a large 
area, and when a careless regime and inadequate drainage produce 
“salting” the farmer merely transfers his cultivation to new ground. 
Uneconomical methods such as these can only be discouraged by con
trol and instruction, and this also has fallen to the lot of agricultural 
officials everywhere in the country.

Of other specific crops, both dates and tobacco have been dealt 
with elsewhere. Cotton cultivation is now very well established and 
has expanded rapidly. It was first mentioned in Iraq by the Assyrian 
king Sennacherib in the seventh century B. C. who referred to it as 



X

IR R IG A T IO N
ANCIENT IRRIGATION. Iraq’s greatest national hero should 

be the man who first thought of digging a ditch to bring water from 
the river to a distant field. For a country with summer shade tempera
tures of 110 degrees F. and no rain for eight months in the year, the 
distribution of water to both crops and human beings is its most vital 
function. In Mesopotamia, the engineering side of irrigation by trench 
and canal had already been brought to a fine art in Babylonian times, 
and the ruins of ancient waterways confirm the testimony of ancient 
writers that Iraq was once one of the great granaries of the world. 
There is no doubt whatever that up till the thirteenth century A. D. 
an immensely greater area of the land was under cultivation than at 
present, and the obsolete irrigation system can still easily be traced. 
In the Hist place the Euphrates, as at the present day, then flowed at 
a slightly higher level than the Tigris. This permitted irrigation From 



Ancient Irrigation Device



ensures the navigability of the main river. The automatic weir at the 
head of the temporary inlet to Lake Habbaniya is another example. 
Finally, it is interesting to note that a variation of the irrigation regime 
at Hindiya Barrage, at the suggestion of British medical experts, almost 
eliminated the local occurrence of malaria.

First and foremost amongst the irrigation schemes planned for the 
future is the Bekhmc Dam. The proposed site of this dam is located at 
a point where the greater Zab and Rowanduz rivers meet and flow out 
into the Kurdish foothills through a narrow defile. The dam would 
create a most spectacular mountain lake nearly forty miles long, extend
ing along the foot of the Baradost mountain and up the Zab Valley as 
far as Zibar. Since the Zab is the most important tributary of the Tigris, 
it has been pronounced a perfect solution of the flood problem. In the 
spring the snow water from Kurdistan will be held up and stored, 
thereby removing the danger to Baghdad. In summer it would be 
released and increase the irrigable area of land. It would also be used 
for the generation of electric power on the lines of the Boulder Dam. 
Another scheme is the new affluent from the Lesser Zab which will 
bring the Hawijah district under cultivation, and the extension of the 
Abu Ghuraib and Hurriyah canals, which add 40,000 hectares of land 
to the cultivated area. It is only fair to add that all work of this kind 



duced in Baghdad after the British military occupation in 1917 was 
developed and regulated with a view to encouraging and protecting 
breeders of bloodstock. A stud-book was established with compulsory 
registration, and horse-racing has now become the most popular and 
democratic sport. There are about seventy-five days’ racing each year 
between October and May with not less than eight events each day. 
About eight hundred horses are in constant training and the stakes 
have been sufficiently increased to finance the sport satisfactorily. Bet
ting is by totalisator and in the season of 1943-1944 over ID. 1,500,000 
(about six million dollars) passed through its accounts.

Substantial purchases of Iraq horses have been made in recent 
years by Turkey. Iran, China and other countries for their armies, and 
race-horses with creditable records have found a ready and profitable 
market in India and Egypt.

Although much mechanization has taken place in the armed forces 
of Iraq, yet owing to the peculiar character of the country the horse 
remains indispensable, and mounted police and cavalry are extensively 
used. Polo is played throughout the winter by both these services and 
sometimes eight or nine teams entering for the more important tourna-



X II

O T H E R  LIVE STO C K
In a pre-eminently agricultural country like Iraq, the whole of the 

rural population as well as many townsmen interest themselves in live
stock of one kind or another. I he numbers of beasts in Iraq are now 
estimated as follows: Sheep 6,500,000; Goats 2,000,000; Cattle 600,000; 
Bugaloes 118,000; Horses 100,000; Donkeys 140,000; Mules 30,000; 
Camels 70,000.

The steady increase in Hocks over the past ten years has been to a 
great extent due to the vigilance and care of the veterinary department 
in controlling and eradicating outbreaks of those contagious diseases 
which are endemic in the country.

Research connected with the breeding and nourishment of all 
kinds of livestock is at present conducted on a modest scale, and largely 
directed towards adapting them to local conditions.

Sheep-breeding in Iraq is mainly restricted to the nomadic popula
tion and all sheep are of the fat-tailed variety. Throughout the country 



XIII

TR A N SPO R TA TIO N
RAILWAYS

rhe famous Berlin to Baghdad railway, which was to have been 
the main lever of Germany’s "Drang nach Osten'’ before the First 
World War, only became a fact in this war, when in 1940 the Iraq 
Government completed the line between Mosul and Tell Kotchek on 
the Syrian frontier. Baghdad is thus now linked with Turkey and with 
the European network. Meanwhile daily passenger trains connect Bagh
dad with the principal towns of Mosul, Basra and Kirkuk, and twice 
a week through trains run from Baghdad to Syria and Istanbul.

It was during the First Great War that the British Army laid the 
track which was to become the main part of the present 1555 miles of 
Iracji State Railways. About a third of this is standard gauge and the 
rest metre gauge, but it is hoped that soon the whole system will become 
standard.



second road which led northwards from Mosul to Mardin and Diarbakh 
had served for centuries to carry the produce of northern Iraq up into 
Anatolia. Together with the complementary tracks connecting Mosul 
with the Euphrates at Deir ez-Zor and directly with Aleppo along the 
line of the modern railway, these roads constituted the only form ol 
communication between Ottoman-Turkey and her Mesopotamian 
provinces. Mails and passengers travelled along them in lumbering 
coaches drawn by four horses harnessed abreast, a day s journey aver
aging about thirty miles. Elsewhere there were only pack-animal and 
bridle-paths, where country carts would occasionally venture in fine 
weather. There were as yet no automobiles.

On the rivers boat-bridges were maintained when the principal 
tracks crossed their various tributaries and branches. At Baghdad there 
was a single-bridge of boats, which in flood time was cut and folded 
back against the bank, so that the swollen river could only be negoti
ated in rowing boats. Another pontoon-bridge spanned the Tigris at 
Mosul, but the swift waters of the two Zab rivers could only be crossed 
in unreliable ferries.

The tranquil slumber of Mesopotamia was rudely disturbed by 
the war of 1914-1918. Motor vehicles of the Allied armies spread over 
the Middle East and engineers followed them to improve earth tracks 
and bridge irrigation canals with culverts. When the tide of war receded, 



trail trading lor height arc myriad on both the l igt is and Euphrates. 
They are graceful high pro wed. carvel built craft, a high mast with a 
distinctive forward rake carrying a single large sail. The type was stand
ardized by the local shipwrights thousands of years ago, as antique 
models, recently discovered, have proved.

On the northern Tigris prevailing northwest winds, coinciding 
with the direction of the current, militate against the use of sail craft 
and shoals and rapids tend to limit long distance river transport to rafts, 
plying downstream only. These rafts arc built up of poplar poles lashed 
over a large number of inflated goatskins; they arc broken up on arrival 
at Baghdad where both the poles and skins are sold.

Local produce is carried for short distances in circular basket-form 
craft, the woven shell waterproofed by a thick adhering skin of local 
bitumen. These "gufas” vary up to about ten feet in diameter, and in 
origin go back to antiquity. They are easily recognizable in Assyrian 
relief carvings while the kclek rafts arc mentioned by the famous Greek 
travel-writer, Herodotus, in the fifth century B. C.

For sport and recreation the waterways are not much utilized, prob
ably because the fairly swift current makes up stream movement slow 



m o r e  t h a n  2 5 0  p l a n e s  w e r e  h a n d l e d  a n d  s e r v i c e d  a t  B a g h d a d ,  B a s r a 
a n d  H a b b a n i y a  a i r p o r t s .  T h e  I r a q  G o v e r n m e n t  d i d  a l l  i n  i t s  p o w e r 
t o  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  t h i s  i n c r e a s i n g  v o l u m e  o f  a i r c r a f t  a n d  t o  t h i s  e n d  i n 
1 9 3 2  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  m o d e r n  a i r p o r t  a t  B a g h d a d  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  t h e 
l a t e s t  a m e n i t i e s  f o r  p a s s e n g e r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  n i g h t  l a n d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s , 
r a d i o  g o n i o m e t r y ,  r e f u e l l i n g ,  e t c .  I n  1 9 3 5  a  v e r y  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e  w a s  c r e a t e d  a n d  i n  1 9 3 6  a  l a r g e  c o m b i n e d  l a n d - 
a n d - w a t e r ,  a l l - w e a t h e r  a i r p o r t  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  a t  B a s r a  ( M a r g i l ) , 
i n c l u d i n g  a m o n g  i t s  a m e n i t i e s  a n  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  h o t e l ,  s w i m m i n g  p o o l , 
t e n n i s  c o u r t s  a n d  e l a b o r a t e  a e r o d r o m e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s o  t h a t  i t  r a n k e d  a s 
o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a i r p o r t s  e a s t  o f  S u e z .  I n  1 9 3 7 ,  a  s e a - p l a n e  b a s e  w a s  e s t a b 
l i s h e d  a t  H a b b a n i y a  l a k e  f o r  f l y i n g  b o a t s  o n  t h e  C a i r o - I n d i a  r o u t e .

M e a n w h i l e  a m o n g s t  t h e  I r a q i s  t h e m s e l v e s  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  w a s 
a r o u s e d  i n  a v i a t i o n  a n d  a  f l y i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  c i v i l i a n s  w a s  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 3 7 . 
I n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  I r a q  i n a u g u r a t e d  i t s  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  a i r l i n e ,  o p e r a t i n g 
i n i t i a l l y  w i t h i n  i t s  o w n  f r o n t i e r s .  T h e  w a r  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h i n d e r e d 
f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  a i r l i n e s  c l o s e d  d o w n .  B u t  w i t h  t h e 
p r o s p e c t s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  c i v i l  a i r  t r a n s p o r t ,  t h e  I r a q  G o v 
e r n m e n t  i s  p r e p a r i n g  t o  c a t e r  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  p o s t - w a r  a v i a t i o n .  A l r e a d y 
t h e  r u n w a y s  o f  t h e  B a g h d a d  A i r p o r t  a r e  b e i n g  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  m a x i 
m u m  l e n g t h  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  l a r g e s t  a i r - l i n e r s  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r 
d e s i g n .  A t t e n t i o n  i s  b e i n g  p a i d  a l s o  t o  i m p r o v e d  w i r e l e s s  c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n ,  l i g h t i n g  a n d  c o n t r o l .  A  s c h e m e  f o r  e n l a r g i n g  t h e  B a s r a  a e r d r o m e 
i s  a l s o  u n d e r  c o n t e m p l a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  o n  t h e  c o r r e c t  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t 
B a g h d a d  w i l l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  b e c o m e  a n  a i r - j u n c t i o n  o f  m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e 
a n d  a  p r i m a r y  s t a g e  h a l t  f o r  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  c r a f t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  n e t w o r k 
o f  p o s t - w a r  a i r w a y s ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a r c  i n  p r o g r e s s  f o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f 
a  n a t i o n a l  a i r - s e r v i c e  t o  p r o v i d e  “ f e e d e r ”  l i n e s  f r o m  n e i g h b o u r i n g

B a s r a h  A i r p o r t
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depth was increased by 2 feet in 1928. The entire plan cost a million and 
a quarter pounds sterling and was declared complete on December 31. 
1930. An ocean steamer of ordinary size can now take her full cargo 
into, or ship it direct from the port.

The saving in transport costs effected by the dredged channel on 
all classes of cargo coming into and leaving the port up to 1935 was 
estimated at 2>4 millions sterling, whilst the annual dredging due 
imposed in order to finance the scheme amounted to little more than 
two hundred thousand pounds.

Generally speaking the great expansion of trade passing through 
the port can be judged by the tonnage of shipping entering it. Before 
1914 the figure was something less than 400,000 tons. By 1936 it had 
reached the five-million mark and has since exceeded this by many 
thousands.

At the outset of World War II the port had reached a stage of 
most modern efficiency. There are available today forty-nine deep water 
berths, most of them fitted with modern equipment for the expeditious 
handling of all kinds of cargo and many of them are serviced by railway 
lines directly connected with the Iraq and Iranian Railways. An



shahr were only a practicable proposition on account of the fact that 
deeply laden Liberty ships could be brought up the river.

Another valuable contribution that the port has made to the war 
effort has been the export of large quantities of cereals, dates, etc., to 
the Middle East and the countries of Iraq’s Allies. Barley was exported 
in large quantities to Bengal during the recent famine, and doubtless 
contributed in a very material way to alleviate the food situation in 
that province.

The history and value of the port cannot be complete without 
reference to the airport and seadrome which were completed in 1937. 
The Basra airport, which includes an administrative building and hotel, 
an aerdrome and a flying-boat station is sited a mile above the main 
wharves on the right bank of the Shatt. It is ideally situated, presenting 
a landing-ground with exceptionally clear approaches for planes of all 
dimensions. The sheltered reaches of the Shatt also simplify the hand
ling of flying-boats.

The Airport Hotel is a fine modern building with air conditioning 
and "five-star” accommodation. By providing ample and comfortable 
accommodation for the armed forces it has furthered the strategic 
position of the port in general.



in such places instruction in Arabic has from the first formed a large 
part of the curriculum.

TODAY
Iraq’s approach to education today may be characterized as nation

alist, democratic and progressive. It is nationalistic in the sense that it 
tends to make the rising generation nation-conscious; to recall the tra
dition of Iraq as a center of Arab culture in the past, and to stimulate 
its future contribution to human welfare. It is democratic in the sense 
that it provides equal opportunities for education to all sections of the 
population. It provides free primary and universal secondary educa
tion. It recognizes no class, race or denominational distinctions. It is 
progressive in that it appreciates all that is best in western education 
with its attention to physical hygiene and social preparation as well as 
industry and agriculture. But this in no way interferes with its efforts 
to recall the peculiar literary and spiritual heritage of the Arabs and 
stimulate their renaissance.

The present system is composed of three stages. Six years of primary 
and five years of secondary education are followed by higher training. 
The primary stage aims at developing in the children a capacity for 
observation and thinking as a preliminary to studying the language, 
literature and history of their country. Primary education is free and 



men which admits students for a three years’ course in education after 
they have passed their intermediate public examination, physical edu
cation, handicrafts and hygiene are among the subjects taught here. 
On the same level there is a school for girls, which also gives a three 
years’ course in education for girls who have passed their intermediate 
public examination.

The Higher Teachers’ Training College admits students who have 
passed their secondary public examination and gives them a five years’ 
course. This institution is, in fact, a college which prepares teachers 
for the country’s intermediate and secondary schools. The students here 
can specialize in any of the following subjects: 1) Arabic literature, 
2) Chemistry and Biology, 3) Mathematics and Physics, 4) Social 
Sciences, 5) Education and Psychology.

The objectives which the Ministry of Education has set itself may 
be summed up as follows: a primary education which is universal, a 
secondary and technical education which answer the increasing educa
tional and technical needs of the country. The campaign against illit
eracy is already under way—tribal schools have been opened, books are 
distributed free to the poorer students. At the same time schools are 
being used as the best medium for improving the health of the nation— 
free meals and medical attention are being provided where necessary 



XV

A N T IQ U IT IE S
It is probably safe to say that the name of Iraq is mainly associated 

in the mind of the outside world with two things—oil and antiquities. 
The second of these is the more long-standing, for scholars and explorers 
from the West made pilgrimages to Babylon and Nineveh long before 
the mineral wealth of the country had begun to interest foreign indus
trialists. Throughout the land a strange variety of standing monuments 
testify to its illustrious past, and represent a succession of widely dif
ferent periods in the longest history of any single state in the world. 
In Iraq the stone-built temples, the pyramids and rock-hewn tombs of 
Egypt are missing, for the natural building material is brick which does 
not stand up to the passage of time so well. Yet the ruins of many brick 
buildings survive and others have been brought to light by excavators' 
pick.





city and the name of Baghdad. The line of its walls enclose the nucleus 
of the modern city, but the only architectural remains of old Rusafa 
are the famous college building of Al-Mustansir Billah called the Mus- 
tansiriyah and the Abbasid Palace in the citadel, whose ruins have now 
been partly restored. Few other buildings in Baghdad have survived the 
seven centuries of war and general insecurity which have intervened 
between the fall of the Caliphate and the present day, but certain of its 
mosques, notably that which covers the tombs of the two Imams at 
Khadimcin make up in the richness of their ornament for what they 
lack in antiquity. The city of Mosul has perhaps suffered less at the 
hands of invaders. Here numerous buildings have survived with medi
aeval ornaments beautifully carved in stone. The best of these date from 
the time of the curiously named Atabeg Sultan, Badr-ud-Din Lulu. In 
the Shi'a cities of Kerbela and Nejef, the fine ornament and accumu
lated treasures of the two famous shrines are known to foreigners only 
by hearsay.

Until a hundred years ago the buildings we have just mentioned 
were all that remained to testify to the antiquity of Mesopotamian cul-





Aerial View of Al-Ukhaidir Palace

for many months. It seems that these Sumerian notables were not only
buried with all their personal finery and possessions but were accompa
nied to the grave by a great retinue of guards and male or female
attendants, fully equipped and dressed in ritual ornament, who in their
turn became human sacrifices to the after-world comfort of their mas
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HEALTH A N D  M E D IC IN E
A thousand years ago there was nowhere more famous for its doc

tors and schools of medicine than the land of the Two Rivers. In the 
hospitals of Baghdad, Rhazes and Avicenna taught and practiced, and 
their influence for many centuries dominated the East and profoundly 
effected medicine in the West. Then came the successive waves of 
invaders—Mongols, Persians, Turks—and for six centuries Iraq lived 
in a twilight of ignorance and neglect. Medical practice fell into the 
hands of charlatans, plagues and famines periodically swept the land, 
and when by the middle of the nineteenth century Iraq once more 
opened relations with the outside world, travellers found only a 
shrunken population, mostly diseased and living on the edge of 
starvation.

It was Midhat Pasha, Turkish Governor of Baghdad and a great 



It is only through vigorous preventive measures that the country 
will be rid of its endemic disease. The problem of malaria is of such 
vital importance to Iraq that a separate chapter has been devoted to it, 
but some of the other diseases most frequently met with deserve a word 
of explanation.

Hookworm and Bilharziarsis are both diseases caused by worms 
which live in the human body. The hookworm parasite lives in mud 
or muddy water and burrows into the body, often through the feet of 
the peasants who still in most parts of the country walk about bare
footed. The effects of hookworm are not easily noticed, and by no means 
always produce serious results, but it causes a great deal of anaemia and 
weakness and may render other diseases more dangerous. Moreover, a 
survey carried out by the Royal Hospital at Baghdad in 1926 showed 
that probably as much as one-third of the population of Iraq was suffer
ing from the disease.

Bilharziarsis is a more serious disease, and in some parts of the 
country, particularly the rice-growing areas, even more widespread than 
hookworm. Like the hookworm, the bilharzia parasite lives part of 
its life in the human body and part in water, but to complete its cycle 
of development it must enter the body of certain small snails and 
molluscs which are found in the streams and irrigation channels of 



river cause swamps which favor malaria breeding. 1 he second zone 
stretches along the westerly river plain from the Shatt-ahArab to Bagh
dad. Although most of this area has been comparatively free of malaria 
up till now, the disease is on the increase here. The third zone is the 
easterly-river plain between the second zone and the Persian frontier. 
At the moment it is relatively free from malaria but is in danger of 
becoming infected. The fourth zone consists of the Upper 'Tigris plain. 
It is fairly malarious in places and is threatened with becoming more 
malarious if irrigation is not carefully handled. The fifth zone is the 
belt of northern hills from Mosul down to Khanaqin. It is extremely 
malarious and two dangerous carrying mosquitoes have adapted them
selves to the special water condition which exists there. The sixth zone 
is the valley of the Diyala river. Malaria is widespread here.

On the basis of these surveys it will be possible to carry out modern 
methods of dealing with malaria. The method which has been recently 
worked out by malaria specialists is known as ‘‘species sanitation,” that 
is to say the attack on the individual species of dangerous mosquitoes 
in their breeding grounds.

The first point which has struck all specialists who have considered 
the problem of malaria in Iraq is that its complete eradication ought to 



XVII

A R C H ITEC TU R E AND
T O W N -P L A N N IN G

The Mongol invasion in the thirteenth century and the 
dred years of war, flood and general insecurity which foll
reflected in the appearance of Iraq’s cities at the beginn
present century. The capital, Baghdad, had shrunk to the 
of a small Arab market-town whose twisting lanes and rick
covered scarcely more than half the space enclosed by the 
remains of its mediaeval walls. In the villages peasants built
houses of mud and reeds, identical with those of their
ancestors. Such ancient buildings as had survived throu
country were in a ruinous state and of the magnificent edi
Abbasid Caliphs hardly a brick remained standing upon ano
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opera house completed in 1940, and now providing an impressive back
ground for civic functions. Nor should it be thought that public works 
have been confined to the capital alone. In almost every provincial 
town the improvement of civic amenities have been the care of a suc
cession of local governors. The new railway station and public gardens 
at Mosul, the airport and other buildings at Basra and the attractive 
layout of many smaller cities such as 11 ilia, all testify to this.
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X IX

POLICE
Travellers to Iraq never fail to be impressed by the courtesy and 

efficiency of the Iraqi police constable, and the further into the country 

the traveller penetrates, the more this will be noticed. The police force 

fulfills a dual role of police and gendarmerie. It is administered by a 

Director-General who is responsible to the Minister of the Interior, 

and the present strength of the force is 197 officers, 683 under officers 

and 16,548 other ranks, of which 4,727 are mounted and 11,841 foot 

police. At headquarters there are four Assistant Directors, each in 

charge of one of the four branches—Administration, Operations, 

Quartermaster General (supply), and Political and Criminal Investiga

tions. In the provinces the organization of the police force follows the 

political divisions of the country; that is to say there is a Director of 

Police in each liwa, and under him Assistant Directors in charge of 

qadhas; and Mufawwadhs (Station Officers) in charge of individual 
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IRAQ AND WORLD WAR II
Since Iraq's entry into the war the activities of its national admin

istration have been greatly expanded and coordinated with the war 
efforts of the United Nations in the Middle East.

Public security organizations, such as police, censorship, etc., have 
been enlarged in order to furnish the necessary protection for the large 
Allied forces stationed in Iraq, and for the immense supplies of war 
material that have been transported through the country en route to 
Russia.

All telephone and telegraph installations have been placed at the 
disposal of Iraq’s allies. Iraq has reduced civilian use of long distance 
and local lines to a minimum. Moreover, telephone communications 
with neighbouring countries have been completely suspended for 
civilian purposes and handed over to the Allied military forces. Trunk 
lines, switchboards, instruments, wires, poles, and other equipment 
which the Iraq Government had in stock and on order for the much- 



.Among major works carried out by the port technicians have been:

(a) Construction of two deep-sea berths.
(b) Construction of berths for discharge of lighters.
(c) Surfacing of areas for storage purposes.
(d) Erection of additional quay cranes.

AIR COMMUNICATIONS. All Iraq’s air communication facili
ties such as airports, landing fields, hangars, workshops and equipment, 
have been handed over to the Allied military forces for their exclu
sive use.

IRRIGATION. Flood control: The Department of Irrigation has 
had to give full protection to the country’s strategic communications, 
to the large areas occupied by the armies of the United Nations and to 
numerous storage installations housing valuable stocks of war materials. 
The building and reinforcing of river bunds and other protective earth
works such as diversionary outlets, sluices and gateways has necessitated 
a 50 per cent increase in the department’s engineering staff and an 
increase of over 400 per cent in its labor force. The available stocks of 
building material, originally intended for the expansion of irrigation, 
in accordance with Iraq’s plan for economic development, have been 
used almost entirely for military purposes.



Not only will the cost of these replacements after the war be more 
than their original value but as no customs or other revenues have been 
collected on anything connected with the war effort from which a 
reserve fund cotdd have been built up, the Nation will have to face a 
tremendous tax burden in the post-war period. And during that period 
both the economic and social requirements of the country will be 
handicapped.

Customs revenue formed 54 per cent of the budget before the war 
and now it has dropped to 44 per cent, the deficit has to be made up 
by increased taxation.

It is estimated that about 35 to 40 per cent of the labor available 
in Iraq has been used for unproductive military purposes and this will 
have its repercussion on the national income in the years to come. The 
high wages paid to labor for war work has drawn manpotver from the 
shepherd tribes and cattle breeders and has retarded the land settle
ment movement. Thus, the supply of farm labor has become short.

Except for dates, Iraq did not export vegetables or fruits. These 
were cultivated in quantities just sufficient to supply the country’s 
requirements. The large Allied forces and refugees stationed in the 
country were allowed to buy vegetables and fruits without restriction. 
This condition decreased the supplies available to Iraqis and has caused 



t h e i r  e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  t h e i r  c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  T h e  p r o b 
l e m  w i l l  b e  t a c k l e d  f r o m  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  s i n c e  s e v e n t y - 
f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  I r a q  d e p e n d s  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  i t s 
l i v i n g ,  a n d  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b a s e d  o n  a g r i - 
c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  A n y  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m e t h o d s  w o u l d 
m a k e  m o r e  f o o d  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h e n  l e a d  t o  b e t t e r  n u t r i t i o n  f o r  a l l . 
P a r t i a l  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  a l r e a d y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p r o d u c 
t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  l a n d  a n d  s o  h e l p i n g  t o  f i l l  t h e  g a p  c a u s e d  b y  a  s h o r t a g e 
i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a n t i q u a t e d  f a r m  i m p l e m e n t s .  M o r e 
o v e r ,  w i d e  a r e a s  o f  u n c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  w i l l  b e  p u t  i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e 
i n d i v i d u a l  p e a s a n t  w i l l  h a v e  m o r e  l a n d  t o  c u l t i v a t e  a n d  h i s  s h a r e  i n  t h e 
f i n a l  p r o d u c e  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  m a n i f o l d .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e n d s  t o  e n 
c o u r a g e  t h e  s m a l l  h o l d i n g  s y s t e m  w h i c h  a l l o w s  t h e  s m a l l  f a r m e r  m o r e 
i n d e p e n d e n c e .  R i v e r a i n  w a t e r ,  w h i c h  i s  a b u n d a n t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w i l l 
b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  u t i l i z e d  a n d  w i l l  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  d i s t a n t  f a r m s  b y  m e a n s 
o f  n e w  i r r i g a t i o n  c h a n n e l s  a n d  m o r e  w a t e r  p u m p s .

F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  n e w  i r r i g a t i o n  s c h e m e s  a r e  b e i n g  w o r k e d  o u t . 
M o s t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  B e k h m e  D a m  s c h e m e  i n  t h e  N o r t h 
w h i c h ,  w h e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  w i l l  s t o r e  u p  m u c h  o f  t h e  T i g r i s  w a t e r  w h i c h  a t 
p r e s e n t  r e a c h e s  t h e  s e a  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  u s e d  a n d  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t o w n s  a n d 
v i l l a g e s  l o w e r  d o w n  t h e  r i v e r  f r o m  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  H o o d s .  A  s i m i l a r  f o r m 
o f  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  E u p h r a t e s  i s  e n v i s a g e d  i n  t h e  H a b b a n i y a 
r e s e r v o i r  s c h e m e .  A  t h i r d  r e s e r v o i r ,  f o r  t h e  D i y a l a  r i v e r ,  i s  b e i n g  c o n 
s i d e r e d ,  a n d  a  b a r r a g e  o n  t h e  E u p h r a t e s  n e a r  F a l l u j a  h a s  a l s o  b e e n 
p r o p o s e d .  A l l  t h e s e  s c h e m e s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p u t  a v a i l a b l e  w a t e r  t o 
g r e a t e r  u s e ,  a n d  t o  s o l v e  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o b l e m  o f  t r i b a l i s m  b y  s e t 
t l i n g  t h e  s t i l l  n o m a d i c  t r i b e s  o f  I r a q  o n  c u l t i v a b l e  l a n d .  I n  g e n e r a l 
f a r m e r s  w i l l  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e  a n d  w o r k 
b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  m o d e r n  v i l l a g e s  w h e r e  h o u s e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d 
r e c r e a t i o n  g r o u n d  w i l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  S t a t e  m o n e y  a n d 
e f f o r t .

C o o p e r a t i v e  s o c i e t i e s ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p a s s e d , 
a r c  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  g o v e r n m e n t  g u i d a n c e  a n d  f i n a n c e ,  w h i c h 
w i l l  a f f o r d  b o t h  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  a  b e t t e r  v a l u e  f o r  t h e i r 
m o n e y .

E n d e m i c  d i s e a s e  i s  t o  b e  f o u g h t  b y  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t . 
S p e c i a l  h e a l t h  c e n t e r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r 
c a p a c i t y  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  i s  l i m i t e d  b y  t h e  m e d i c i n e ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  s t a f f 
a v a i l a b l e .  T h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e  r e m o v e d  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  I t
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