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grad. After the October Socialist Revolution of 
1917, the Bolshevik government divulged the con­
tents of the agreement, a copy of which was avail­
able at the archives of the Russion Foreign Minis­
try. The agreement proved to be a document of 
Himalayan deception to the Arabs though a sec­
tion of their leaders thought erroneously that the 
imperialists would liberate their land from the Ot­
tomans.

Thus, the struggle of the Arabs for the unity 
of their homeland became interwoven with their 
struggle against imperialist penetration, occupation 
and hegemony. It was also proved that there was 
no room for opportunism in national liberation 
struggle, it had to be thorough-going and based 
on principles. Or else, the struggle for fieedom 
would end up in changing masters only.

The most pernicious deception was played 
against the Arabs the next year when the British go­
vernment declared its intention for planting in the 
Arab homeland a Zionist state as a spearhead of 
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In 1948 when "Israel ’ was imposed on the 

Arab homeland, the Arab Baath Socialist Party 

called upon the Arab masses to take up arms and 

join the volunteers of the Palestine Liberation 

Forces who were waging a bitter struggle to undo 

the partition and occupation of Palestine. The 

Party also enlisted its own armed cadres and sent 

them to the front.
On April 3. 1949 when Colonel Hussni al-Zaeem, 

chief of staff, staged military coup d’etat in Syna. 

the leaders of the ABSP were either arrested or 

forced to go underground.
On August 14. 1949, when Colonel Sami al- 

Hannawi overthrew Hussni al-Zaeem, in the wake 

of the Arab debacle in Palestine, the British govern­

ment hatched a scheme to annex Syria to Iraq in 

order to extend the Royal Iraqi regime over Syrian 

region. The ABSP opposed the move. On Decem­

ber 20. 1949, Colonel Adib Shishakly took over 

power by another coup.

Ups and downs in moveme

In February, 1958, th
unification of Egypt and S
ment of the Hashemite F
and Jordan and the outbre
intervention in Lebanon pla
carious position. General K
(1958) Revolution in Iraq
desired changes in the si
tions were forcibly dissolv
and regional opportunist te
Iraq and elsewhere.

In these circumstance
Congress of the Party was 
27. 1959. The Congress e
the Algerian Revolution. N
its Fourth National Congres
the situation arising from th
ian and Iraqi regimes towa



From the Ideol
of the Party

W hy The

"W e are nothing but the product of our 
nation. If we have been able to do something, 
the credit certainly goes back to this awakened 

More explic
acquainted with th
distinctive movem
our contemporary 



draft it within a revolutionary framework which 
renders it a daily task of struggle moving the mas­
ses on a line uniform and unified with their struggle 
for freedom and ridding themselves of exploitation.

NEW REALITIES IN ARAB LIFE

After the "Sick Man" had almost totally aban­
doned the burdens of his empire late in the 19th 
century and more precisely, after he was compel­
led to abdicate his empire, our Arab people had 
already paid an exorbitant price for having been 
throughout generations subjugated to the Ottoman 
imperialistic domination. The greatest peril that the 
movement of Arab awakening encountered in the 
early part of the 20th century was the fact that it 
was facing the charge of apostasy and "menacing 
the authority of God’s shadow on Earth". Despite 
all the oppression which converged on our Arab 
people, the nationalist movements were opening 
their way — (under many appellations — into the 
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Along with this transformation, it was normal 
for democratic movements to rise, importing our 
people s need of freedom from the West in the 
manner that other commodities were imported... It 
was also normal for this specimen of democratic 
movements to emerge from grounds favouring 
fragmentation, since unity threatens their new 
thriving interests.

However, this current, which expressed itself 
in the patriotic and democratic parties in some 
parts of the Arab homeland has given — despite 
its inadequacy — the Arab popular movement some­
thing fresh and important, when it saved it from 
the emotional, national attitude and diagnosed its 
aspirations sensibly and concretely.
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were obliged to w
as a fact of life of
unity as a matter
matically or by t
These movements
of some intellectua
tal, detached from
of life of the mass

From here we
the beginning of th
Was it something
Arabs? Did it de
their conception?.

Here again s



need for achieving independence and adopting de­
mocratic institutions such as parliamentary free 
elections. They believed that the best form of go­
vernment for the Arab nation is the truly represent­
ative form, based on free election, cabinet respon­
sibility before parliament, rule by majority and de­
mocratic peaceful change, by educating the masses 
and ameliorating their social conditions so that 
they may be in a position to exercise their rights

But after the World War II. social justice be­
came one of the most popular themes in the writ­
ings of the politicians and thinkers. Under this 
influence of the new generations, the political ideo­
logy began to evaluate properly the prerequisites 
of the social change They began to wonder how 
to bring the activity and creative initiative of the 
people into full play and how to mobilise all the 
favourable positive factors and circumstances to 
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A healthy trade union movement safeguards 
the rights of the workers and mobilizes the labour 
force to participate effectively in the economic 
development programmes. The Federation of Iraqi 
Workers maintains comradely relations with 
counter-part Arab organizations and the progressive 
international labour movement.

Mass organizations of women, students, youth 
and peasants are flourishing. The revolutionary 
government is rendering them all possible facilities 
and care.

A revolutionary spirit —  democratic, peace- 
loving and humanitarian — is being inculcated in 
the vast membership of the trade union and mass 
organizations.
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The nationalisation of Iraq Petroleum Company 
and associated companies shares and operations, 
which liberated Iraq’s oil wealth from imperialist­
monopolist domination and effected a great leap 
along the path of completing the country's econo­
mic independence, has actually realised a dream 
which entertained the masses of people for decades. 
This historic achievement by the ABSP in 1972 
could well be considered a rallying focal point which 
strongly contributed to speeding up the formation 
of the front as it strengthened the anti-imperialist 
line of July 17 Revolution.

The aforementioned achievements have placed 
on Iraq and its political revolutionary leadership the 
arduous tasks of building a steadfast and solid 
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For long, the Baathists had been accused of 
being Utopian idealists, but their arduous struggle 
throughout the years has revealed their clear vision 
and farsightedness. Indeed, the Egyptian regime 
under the late president Gamal Abdel Nasser ended 
up Sy adopting the slogan of the ABSP.

Mr. Aysami also expounds his views on the 
necessity of establishing democracy and freedom 
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documentaries won recognition 
when they had been shown ab­
road in festivals. The Iraqi film 
"The Head' which was shown 
recently in Baghdad was not as 
warmly received b^ critics as was 
expected. Some critics went so 
far as to claim that the film does 
not justify the money spent to 
make it. Setting aside the claims 
of critics, the film was a promis­
ing endeavour in trying to be both 
interesting and committed. It was 
interesting because it dealt in a 
detective manner with the head 
of the Arab King Sanatruk. which 
was stolen from the Hatra mus­
eum. and how it was recovered. 
It was in some way committed 
to the great Mesopotamian land 
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