
(THE FREEDOM HOUR STRUCK -  OUT WITH COLONIALISM) 

D i r e c t e d  b y t  n i l  SROUR

•'The Freedom  H our S t ru c k  -  Out W ith  C o lo n ie  l i s a " » i s  t h e  t i t l e  o f 

t h e  f i l p  d i r e c t e d  b„ b a n e se  f e m a le  m i l i t a n t  " Hany S ro u r"  whose 
f o r  i t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  a  P o p u la r  S ong , ^ h i s  p o p u la r  so n g  i s  b e in g 

r e p e a t e d  by  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e 's  L ib e r a t io n  " m y  and 

t h e  c i t i z e n s  i n  th e  l i b e r a t e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  R eg io n  o f  Oman 

" D h o fa r" :

The s h o o t in g  o f  t h e  f i lm  l a s t e d  two m onths i n  w hich  she 

acco m p an ied  a  g ro u p  o f  t h i r t y  a r t i s t s  and  a g ro u p  from  th e  P e o p l e 's 

L i b e r a t i o n  Army. T h ese  g ro u p s  w a lk e d  f o r  h u n d re d s  o f  k i lo m e t r e s 

u n d e r  t h e  b l a z e  o f  t h e  sun  and th e  bom bing o f  " r i t i s h  a i r c r a f t - 

Hany S ro u r  m anaged to  g e t  a c q u a in te d  from  a  c lo s e  d i s t a n c e  w i th 

th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  9 th  Ju n e  r e v o l u t i o n  from  a l l  a s p e c t s .  T h is 

r e v o l u t i o n  i s  known a s  " th e  Unknown R e v o lu t io n "  i n  v iew  o f  th e 

i n f o r m a t io n  em bargo s t r u c k  a  ro u n d  i t .

The g ro u p s  l i v e d  am ongst th e  m asses  i n  th e  l i b e r a t e d  a r e a 

l i s t e n i n g  to  them  and h a v in g  d i a lo g u e s  w i th  them  and  r e c o r d in g  t h e i r 

d a i l y  l i f e .  T hey  a l s o  l i v e d  a m o n g s t t h e  f i g h t e r s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e 's 

L i b e r a t io n  Army and p i c t u r e d  t h e i r  m i l i t a n t  l i f e  from  d i f f e r e n t 

a s p e c t s  -  th e  m ass iv e  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and th e 

m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  and a c co m p an ied  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  arm y i n  th e 

g e n u in e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m e e tin g s  and w o rk in g 

p r o j e c t s  o f  u se  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  su c h  a s -o p e n in g  o f  r o a d s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e 

and d r i l l i n g  o f  w e l l s .  r  .
Hany h e ld  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f in t e r v i e w s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  " h im y a r i t e " 
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Hany S rcu r gave th e  q u e s tio n  o f  l i b e r a t i o n  of th e  woman in 
th e  T h ird  World s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  and managed to  g ive  prominence to  v iew p o in t of the  f r o n t  tow ards t h i s  im p o rtan t q uestion*  ^hrough 
s e v e ra l  In te rv ie w s  w ith  women from  s e v e ra l  s e c to r s  she managed to 
d e a l wit.m th e  problem and the  s o lu t io n  l a id  down by th e  P e o p le ’s 
F ro n t in  f u l l  manner.

We te e  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  f ilm  th a t  th e  l i b e r a t i o n  of woman 
i s  ta k ing - p la c e  th rough  th e  n a t io n a l  s t ru g g le  f o r  th e  freedom of 
th e  homeland and th e  c i t i z e n  and th rough  the  long -te rm  popu lar 
w ar w hich w i l l  wash out s u p p re ss io n  and c o lo n ia l  enslavem ent 
of th e  homeland and enslavem ent by man of woman o r  as  sa id  one of 
th e  m i l i t a n t s  of th e  p e o p le ’s l i b e r a  io n  army th a t  th e  ro o ts 
o f  any r e v o lu t io n  i s  th rough  h e r look  t c  the  is s u e  o f  th e  woman.

i h is  i s  p a r t  c f  th e  f i l l  w hich i s  com pleted by th e  o th e r  p a r t 
which io tu r e s  th e  c o n s p ira c ie s  a g a in s t  th e  is s u e  o f  th e  peop le  of Oman and the  A rab ian  G u l f .  ^He c o n s p ira c ie s  o f tb e im p e r ia l i s t s 
and t h e i r  lo c a l  puppets as th e  f ilm  co v e rs  docum entary ta p e s 
showing a l l  th e se  th in g s  and showing th e  r e a l i t y  c f  th e ,m i l i t a r y 
p resence  o f  im p e r ia lis m  i r  th e  a rea  w hich i s  be ing  re in fo rc e d 
as  th e  tim e p a sse s  by . A p eriesn  and I ra n  a re  occupy ing  every  p lace 
from which B rite in  from w hich B r i t a in  w ithdraw s and lo c a l  a rm ies 
become a r e p r e s s iv e  to o l  a g a in s t  th e  people and not' f o r  d e fen d in g 
homeland which i s  usurped  by Iran»  America and B r i t a in .

^he documents a l s o  p ic tu r e  th e  c o n s p ira c ie s  by the  B r i t i s h 
w ithd raw al o r  " th e  a r t #  of w ith d ra w a l f o r  the  sake o f s ta y "  and th e  methods of n e o -c o lo n ia l  ism . ^ t  i s  a l s o  resem bled  c l e a r ly 
in  th e  rep lacem ent by th e  B r i t i s h  o f  Saeed t i n  Taimour by 
h is  son Qaboos in  o rd e r  to  absorb  th e  m assive w ra th . The r o le o f 
th e  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  in th e  A nglo-Q aboosite  coup ap p ears  c l e a r .

W hile our people l iv e  i #  poverty , m ise ry  and hardsh ip*  the 
accoun ts  o f  th e  r u l e r s  a re  iw a l le n .  Two p ic tu r e s  c o n t r a d ic t in g 
w ith  each o t h e r .  The poor and m i l i t a n t  m asses o f th e  people on 
one hand and th e  puppets i f  t h e i r  ex tra v a g a n t l i f e  on the  o th e r . 
The poor m i l i t a n t s  w ith  t h ^ i r  s i - p i e  arms b u t w ith  t h e i r  i r o n i c 
w i l l  and deep b e l i e f  in  v i c to r y  on th e  one hand and th e  t i a i t o r s 
and t h e i r  m ercenary a r n i e s  arid in v ad in g  f o rc e s  o n th e  o th e r .  T h is 
f i lm  i s  a com bative to p i  a n  says  th e  p ro g re s s iv e  d i r e c to r  Hany S rour in  h e r r e p ly  to  8 q u e s tio n  on h e r  A m bitions in  th e  cinema* ^ h e n  I 
c a r r i e d  th e  came I  d |d  n o t do so in  o rd e r  to  p le a s e  m yself b u t to 
defend th e  crushed a ad thoMe o p p ressed?"

’................3 /............
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VIEVS OF CRITICS IN C^NN FESTIVAL

T his  f i h  was chosen by th e  c r i t i c s  a c c re d i te d  to  P a r is  by th e 

Committee f o r  I n te r n a t io n a l  C r i t ic i s m  Week a lo n g  w ith  seven o th e r 

f i lm s  from am ongst mere than  100 f i lm s  nom inated by tw enty  f iv e 

c o u n t r ie s  f o r  s h a r in g  in  th e  w orld c r i t i c i s e  week a t  Cann 1974 

F e s tiv a l*
H ere s e le c t i o n  o f  any film  f o r  th e  C r i t ic i s m  V.'eek i s  reg a rded 

as a  m orale v ic to r y  f o r  i t  as  th e  c r i t i c i s m  week i s  th e  in d ic a to r 

to  show th e  a r t i s t i c  v a lu e  of th e  film an d  n o t th e  t r a d in g .  M oreoever 

th e  w eek’s f i lm  a re  r e - e x h ib i te d  in  F a r is ,  New York and M exico, 

^he f i lm  was a ls o  chosen f o r  th e  "fC Isa d o ra  " f e s t i v a l  in  P a r is  and Niece 

as  one o f th e  docum ents d e p ic t in g  th e  cause o f th e  woman.

F a r s e | l e  M artan -  (Ekran m agazine 74) and o f f i c i a l - i n - c h a r g e  o f 

th e  c r i t i c i s m  week in  Cann in  1974* I t  i s  a rem arkab le  p o l i t i c a l 

f ilm  a s  i t  com bines between th e  a b i l i t y  to  ex tend  and i  tro d u c e 

e s s e n t i a l  documents in  a s i  p ie  manner to  show th e  anonymous 

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .

L u is  M arco ri1, cinema c r i t i c  on th e  Le Monde -  2nd May 74* 

and m enter o f th e  C r i t ic i s m  Committee s a y s :  Hany b e l ie v e s  w ith  warm 

sympathy in  th e  q u e s tio n  w hich i s  b e in g  ta c k le d  by i t  in  a nodern 

nann er.A lth o u gh  S h o fa r l i v e s  a. l i b e r a t i o n  w ar th e  sch o o ls  open 

in  th e  bushes and th e  women tak e  p a r t  in  th e  f i r s t  raws of the 

s t r u g g le .

Mary -  cinema c r i t i c  o f th e  O bserver -  says  in  th e  t h i r t e e n th 

b u l l e t i n  o f  th e  World C r i t ic i s m  Week: "A f ilm  r i c h  w ith  in fo rm a tio n 

and becomes o f e f f e c t  when i t  shows th e  Arab woman -  who was u n t i l 

v e ry  r e c e n t ly  l i v in g  in  th e  s to n e  age -  s tre a m in g  fo rw a rd . The 

method d i f f e r s  to  t h a t  o f L i t te n  and K ilo co z  b u t th e  d ig n i ty  o f man 

i s  h is  th o u g h t .

A lb e r t S iffo h y  -  Hughmcnita 2 5 .5 .7 4  -  s a y s /  "The f i lm  o f  Hany S rour 

•has s ig n if i c a n c e  because i t  g iv e s  r i c h  in fo rm a tio n  on th e  s tru g g le 

o f th o se  f ig h t in g  f o r  l i b e r a t io n  which s t r u g g le  i s  ig n o red  by 

th e  p ress*  At th e  same tim e she proved h e r  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  people 

whose e n t i t y  she showed, ^ h is  gave th e  f i l l  a b e a u t i f u l  a r t i s t i c 

form.

................ 4 / ...............
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M izadora F e s t iv a l  ^ u l l e t i n  -  P a r is -N ie c e  74*

The f ilm  i s  a c o n tr ib u tio n  to  b reak  th e  in f o m a t io n  embargo 

imposed on th e  h e ro ic  s t ru g g le  o f th e  p eo p le  o f Oman and th e  A rabian 

G ulf s in c e  th e  p e s t n in e  y e a rs  under th e  le a d e rs h ip  of th e  P e o p le 's 

F ro n t f o r  th e  L ib e ra t io n  o f  Oman and th e  Arabian G ulf.

'T ichel P erez  -  Cann F e s t iv a l  b u l l e t i n :

B eside g iv in g  r i c h  in fo rm a tio n  on an anonymous r e v o lu t io n a ry 

s i t u a t i o n ,  by e x p re s s in g  in  a sim ple manner th e  n a t io n a l  f e e l in g s 

o f  peop le  and t h e i r  p re s tig e »  and b e s id e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  " L ib e ra tio n 

Hour Sas S tru ck "  i s  a com bative in f o m a t io n  t o o l ,  Hany S rc u r  g iv e s 

an example to  th e  r e v o lu t io n a ry  film  men in  s p i t e  o f th e  sim ple 

te c h n ic a l  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  p osse ssed  by h e r .

^he Cinema and T e le v is io n  Magazine ^oday -  A S p e c ia l  Is su e  on 

Cann F e s t i v a l /  "For r e a l i s i n g  th i s  f ilm  Hany S ro u r w alked a d is ta n c e 

o f  fo u r  hundred k ilo m e tre s  on m ountains and in  th e  d e s e r t .  The film 

was f in a n c e d  from d o n a tio n s  by th e  Arab w orkers and s tu d en ts*

^ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

G. Y a ts ir  -  O rora : We can f ig h t  by and th rough th e  p ic tu r e s  and 

to  condemn th e  enemy, '^h is  means th e  s t a r t  o f v ic to r y .  S ince  long 

many work f o r  s t r a n g l in g  and s u f f o c a t in g  what goes on in  th e  G u lf . 

Hany S ro u r used p r im itiv e  methods to  b reak  t h i s  r in g  and to  show 

th e  s t r u g g le  of a sm ell peop le  f ig h t in g  th e  meaness o f  some Arab 

c o u n t r ie s .
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Holm Shargy -  A fr ic a -A s ia :

The film  a f f i rm s  two b a s ic  p o in t s .  They a r e :

1) The im portance of th e  c o r r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  co u rse  f o r  waging

8 n a t io n a l  and s o c ia l  war

2) The im portance of l i b e r a t i n g  th e  woman and g iv in g  th e 

r e v o lu t io n  i t s  r e a l  concep t and m eaning.

In s p i t e  o f th e  sim ple p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  p o sse ssed  by Hany S rour 

t h i s  f i lm  i s  c o r r e c t  f ro n  th e  id e o lo g ic a l  p o in t .  We see in  th e  f ilm 

a su p p o rt f o r  th e  theme t h a t  th e  b ra in  le a d s  th e  r i f l e  and a l s o 

th e  t r a i n  d i r e c t s  th e  cam era.

Hi.;!..... 5/....
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Adnan Madanat -  a l-M u h a rre r new spaper 12.6*74

“The d ir e c to r  o f  th e  f ilm  Hany S ro u r was ab le  to  shoo t th e  most 

i i p o r t a n t  a s p e c ts  add cost d e l i c a t e  p a r t s  o f th e  r e v e la t io n  overcom ing 

th e  m istakes of many f i lm  Tien who go to  th e se  rem ote a re a s  to  p ic tu re 

e v e ry th in g  s t r a g e  and a t t r a c t i v e .  The F i l i  "The L ib e ra tio n  Hour 

S tru c k "  i s  ba lanced  and s e r io u s  and i s  th e  most im p o rtan t accom plishm ent 

r e a l i s e d  by a Lebanese b u t u n fo r tu n a te ly  from  o u ts id e  Lebanon"*

Mohammad Ka’aush  -  B e iru t new spaper 13*6*74

Hany S ro u r in tro d u c e d  to  us the  r e v o lu t io n  o f  man in  a  n e f le c te d 

p a r t  o f th e  a ra b  homeland* She s a id  in  th e  p ic tu r e  and sound be 

proud t h a t  you b e lo ng  to  a n a t io n  h o ld in g  a people l ik e  th is*

S e lf  C ity  O rie n t -  F rench  -  B e iru t 8*6*74

Through an in te rv ie w  ly th e  magazine w ith  Ha ny S ro u r*  th e  f ilm 

"The L ib e ra tio n  Hour S tru c k "  was r e a l i s e d  in  o rd e r  to  sh a re  in  b reak in g 

th e  co n sp ira cy  o f s i le n c e  a g a in s t  th e  s t r u g g le o f  th e p eo p le  of Oman 

and th e  A rab ian  G u l f  a g a in s t  fo re ig n  occupation*

Sam ir F a r id  -  C r i t i c  on th e  a l-G o ih o u r ia  new spaper and w r i te s 

f o r  o th e r  n ew sp ap ers / " T h is  f i l n  managed to  show th e  is s u e  o f  a 

m i l i t a n t  people by u s in g  s im p le  te c h n iq u e s  in  accordance  w ith  th e 

meagre p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  a v a i la b le  b u t a t  th e  same in tro d u ced  th e  is s u e 

w ith  s t r e n g th  and c o n v ic tio n  w ith o u t r e s o r t i n g  to  th e  methods of 

sounding  s peech*

INFOR!’ TIPF ON THE FID!

Length o f  R ee l: One Hour

Type : 16mm co lou red

Red C olour : f o r  scen es  tak en  from re v o lu tio n a ry  s id e  and 

_ shows th e  s id e  o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n
Sound R eco rd ing : O p tic a l  , . .
B lack co lo u r : f o r  s c e n e s  taken  from th e  s id e  h o s t i l e  to  e v o lu t io n :

For In fo rm a tio n  C o n ta c t: In fo rm a.ticn  O ffice*  P e o p le ’s . ' i .  ’T ’ - • .
F ron t f o r  .L ib e ra tio n  o f Om^. and ,A rab ian  G u l f , P /O / BOX 5037» P/D/ R/ Y/
Telephone 2375^ o rx  JJ^NY ^RD'UR.' |C-:c^-../.oniqiie m artin^aue*  106 Bel .„n

S t :  Dehipe'*'$ 2 'Combevoie*. P a ris*  Tel* 5^i7Q34
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