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is about 180 miles, and for about half its span the breadth 
is not more than 50 miles from Jordan to the sea. (From some 
points the gap is less than 20 miles). In the terms of the atlas 
“Palestine is little more than a stitch on the front of the vast 
mantle of Asia’*. The reason for appreciating the size of the area 
of Palestine is that over the years there have appeared confused 
details of the settling of large numbers of foreign immigrants. 
Although Palestine has had a separate political existence since 
the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, geographically it is a 
part of Syria (that area originally covering present-day Syria. 
Jordan. Lebanon and Israel). It is a single region which stretches 
from the southern edge of the Arabian plateau to Sinai and 
the Dead Sea. and from the Mediterranean to the Syrian and 
Arabian deserts.

In 1918 at Versailles, with the close of the First World War, 
the spoils of battle were reaped by the allies. The Arabs under 
Hussein 1 King of the Hejaz. my great grand-father had played 
a prominent part in the war. honouring their alliance with the 



It is their forwarded gate and it is and has long been the case 
that as far as they keep it and hold it and make it thoroughly 
their own, that they will mingle their lives and destinies with 
Europe. Palestine, furthermore, has always played an essential 
part in the religious life of the Muslim world. After Mecca 
and Medina. Jerusalem is the holiest city of Islam.

In 1917. Palestine was and has been for two thousand years 
an Arab area, and peopled almost entirely by Arabs. Of its 
population in that year, of a total of 650.000 more than 600.000 
or roughly 91% were Arabs, and only about 50,000 were Jews. 
The Arabs of Palestine in other words are descendants of the 
indigenous inhabitants, who have lived in that country since the 
earliest recorded time, and who were there when the Jews 
entered it in biblical times and went on living in it after the 
Jewish dispersion.

One must, however, recognize the position of the early 



they want it... As far as Palestine is concerned the Powers have 
made no statement of fact which is not admittedly wrong, and 
no declaration of policy, which at least in the letter, they have 
not always intended to violate". Such were the words of an 
eminent representative of the "Great Powers".

The activities of the Zionist leaders continued unabated, 
and so by their intensive and extensive approaches they carried 
the day : and on 2nd November 1917 Lord Balfour as Foreign 
Secretary addressed to Lord Rothschild a letter which has come 
to be known as the “Balfour Declaration”. The Declaration 
did not provide for the conversion of Palestine into a Jewish 
state. It spoke of no more than the establishment of a Jewish 
home in Palestine. The Zionists were to use the Declaration 
in order to create in Palestine a state, which they claimed the 
right to support and did do so by force of arms in expelling 
the Arab inhabitants. Balfour's words now became "it is clearly 
understood that nothing shall be done which might prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities 



represented) to clear away certain misunderstandings aroused 
by the visit of the Zionist Commission. Dr. Weizmann then 
pronounced an eloquent exposition of the Zionist creed: Jews 
had renounced their rights to Palestine ; they were brother 
Semites, not so much “coming" as “returning" to the country : 
there was room for both work side by side : let his hearers 
beware of the treacherous insinuations that Zionists were seeking 
political power — rather let both progress together until they 
were ready for a joint autonomy. Zionists were following with 
the deepest sympathy the struggles of Arabs and Armenians for 
that freedom which all three could mutually assist one another 
to regain. He concluded: “The hand of God now lies heavy 
upon the peoples of Europe: let us unite in prayer that it may 
lighten”. To my Arabic rendering of this speech, the Mufti 
replied civilly, thanking Dr. Weizmann for allaying apprehen
sions which, but for his exposition, might have been aroused. 
He prayed for unity of aim. which could alone bring prosperity 
to Palestine, and he quoted generalizing a Hadith. a tradition 
of the Prophet. “Our rights are your rights and your duties 



cradle of their civilization. Arabs both Muslim and Christian 
recognized Jews as “fellow believers” and if given the oppor
tunity might have accepted them as such in their midst. But 
they were the men who for four centuries had groaned under 
the “heavy empty hand of Turkish misrule”. Yet as the Middle 
East Club endlessly pointed out they had aspired to become the 
“first brown dominion and not the last brown colony".

The pre-war generations' gaze had been fixed on the south
west. where across Sinai a hundred miles away stood before 
them another ancient country. Egypt “restored to prosperity and 
endowed with the civilization of Europe by the power of Great 
Britain and the genius of an Englishman”. A national sovereign 
sat on his throne assisted by a council of Egyptian Ministers, 
against a background of parliamentary institution. No attempt 
was being made to impose the English at the expense of the 
Arabic language or culture, or to manipulate the customs tariffs 
for the benefit of British trade. They had taken up arms in 1916 
to free themselves from bondage and in return for their alliance 



secret army was founded, for the furtherance of acts of violence 
against British and Arabs alike. The most remarkable single 
feat against the former must have been the dynamiting of the 
King David Hotel in Jerusalem, where both British and Arab 
civil servants lost their lives.

Shortly before the establishment of Israel, Dr. Weizmann, 
the future President of Israel, was heard to say: “I am certain 
that the world will judge Israel by what it will do to the Arabs!” 
So, a people who won world sympathy for the suffering they 
had endured at the hands of tyrants were to apply these same 
methods of oppression which they had experienced in subjugat
ing others.

Seeing the situation deteriorating before them, the British 
resolved to wash their hands by making a final statement of 
policy. They had come to the conclusion that neither their 
former support of the Jews nor their former interest warranted 
a continued development of the National Home (an idea which 
in itself was gradually turning into a dream).



been to convince the President among other things that the 
establishment of a Jewish National Home by Zionism in Pales
tine would be impossible without the use of arms. It had been 
a deduction recognizable to any fool, yet it was not laid before 
the British government. (The greatest imperialist power in the 
world was to have its hand forced by a country which had no 
part in the dispute).

The Zionists took advantage of the outbreak of war to 
accumulate arms in mechanising the illicit Haganah. The Arabs 
for fear of “stabbing the British in the back" watched in silence, 
and Jordanian and Iraqi troops set about engaging the Germans 
and the Vichy French. (The revolutionaries of the last war 
were now put to work as mercenaries fighting for great causes, 
while their immediate enemies flourished). Palestine was. how
ever. admitted to the Arab League after its foundation in 1944. 
and by the Alexandria protocol it became known that “Palestine 
constitutes an important part of the Arab world, and the rights 
of the Arabs in Palestine cannot be touched without prejudice 



million Arab refugees were forced into Jordan, where this 
country, originally built as a strategic buffer against the Bedouin, 
with its own population of under a million and whose inde
pendence had only been granted as late as 1946. sought to make 
them at home. Jordanian forces had, however, at the command 
of King Abdullah, secured the west bank of the River Jordan, 
an area which included old Jerusalem. Bethlehem. Hebron and 
Jericho, and Zionist violence left Nazareth as the only Holy 
spot on the Israeli side of the border.

Since 1948 the United Nations has been passing similar 
resolution as that passed on 11th December of that year — that 
refugees choosing to return to their homes should be permitted 
to do so and that compensation should be paid for the property 
of those choosing not to return and for loss or damage of 
property.

Israel has consistently and obstinately refused to implement 



There is much that I have omitted, the most important 
being the Arab Summit of January of this year, and the Jordan 
water scheme. 1 shall only go as far as explaining the Arab 
stand in this issue by the following quotation from the Koran :... 
“and hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not 
disunited and remember the power of Allah with you when 
you were enemies, then be united in your hearts so by his 
power you become brothers”.

While in the United States on his recent visit, my brother 
King Hussein met members of the central rabbinical council, 
and in Parkes’s words “it is a reasonable expectation that we 
Gentiles — Muslims. Christians, humanists and others — whom 
the Jew has thus far encountered, may in turn encounter the 
Jew and profit by the meeting”.

Yet, to return to politics and my immediate case, I should 
like to put the views of a notable Palestinian. He says: 
“It should be remembered that in Nazi Germany and in all 
European countries overrun by Germany, a number of laws 
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