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Before the People
A seminar was recently held in Baghdad under the chairman

ship of Comrade Saddam Hussein. The purpose was :o discuss 
the question of low productivity in the country.

It was a gathering which made a breakthrough in the manage
ment of the economic affairs of a developing country. So many 

people in high positions of responsibility faced the masses, in 
completely televised and broadcast sessions. They discussed 
freely the question of low productivity, taking their starting point I 

the working paper prepared for this.
Comrade Hussein gave an address which contained illuminat- ■ 

ing points as to the way officials, public servants and employees I 
should behave with regard to the administrations ard depart- I 
ments with which they are entrusted and how their relations with I 
their subordinates should be. He called for the rejection of tattered I 
traditions which are no longer conducive to the building of a good I 

society.
When stressing the importance of democratic relations 

among the higher and lower echelons of officials, he elucidated 
a major principle governing the ideology of the leadership. In 
revolutionary Iraq the tendency is to eradicate the feeling of super
iority with which some officials might be tempted to treat the 
others. They are there to serve and the greater the responsibility. I 

the more humble and self-effacing they should be. None of them 

is to be exempted from accountability.
The Vice-Chairman observed that the spirit of cliques should 

be fought and he went on to comment that this is a completely 
different thing from joining a trade Union which is a righiful thing. 

The clique spirit is a closed spirit. It wrongly interorets the saying 
that you should help your brother right or wrong, for the proper 
meaning should be that when he is wrong you must advise him 

and lead him to the right course of action.
The closed vision does not see society as a whole but only 

one corner of it. $
While questioning some responsible officials, he made it clear 

to everybody that no man, whether a Baathist or not. could shirk 
his responsibilities where the interests of the whole people are 

concerned.
In his directions he emphasized the necessity for regular 

meetings between people at the top and at the bottom. By period
ically discussing the problems of their departments in a democ
ratic way, they are more likely to  overcome them than when 
they make themselves the sole and irrefutable judges of every
thing down to the smallest point. The team spirit is not a luxury 
to be used at whim but a necessity for construction.

The effect of the seminar on the people was enormous. It 
confirmed the pledge of the leadership to maintain frankness and 
openness with the masses, not only in matters of felicitous nature 
but in others where there are shortcomings and unwelcome news 

to be reported.
Giving the people all the facts and bringing responsible per

sons to account are characteristics of a healthy society whose 
leadership is not afraid of anything except letting the people down. 
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struggle and actively contribute to the- enhance
ment and promotion of the national economy in a 
manner that ensures rapid realization of socialist 
transformations". The paper treated the social posi
tion of the working class from a specific angle con
centrating on the psychological affect of the work
man on hie tribal and rural origin".

The second point was the characteristics of 
the working individual. In this connection the paper 
identified the previous sufferings of the workers 
under the yoke of foreign domination which con
sequently had generated in them some sense of 
incapability. The strong-willed ideology of the ABSP 
could cope with this problem by offering certain 
thoroughly studied solutions, the paper added.

The third point dealt with internal effects in an 
enterprise. This point tackled the administrative 
machinery, description and evaluation of jobs, 
wages policy and mobility of manpower, techno
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b. Divide the ranks of the leadership of the libe
ration movements by creating a landed aris
tocracy of black Africans and dangling the as
surance of satisfying the bourgeois aspirations 
of the middle class leadership.

c. Strike a deal between the existing and potent
ial power elite of the black Africans and the 
western multi-national companies for preserv
ing what the imperialist conspirators are hawk
ing as "common interests".

The monopoly multi-national companies opera
ting in Africa are the main guarantors of the suc
cess of these conspiracies. They finance the re
cruitment and operation of mercenaries, pay off the 
locally hired agents, foot the bills of arms pur
chases, share or offer to share the fruits of exploi
tation with a section of the local feudal elements 
and bourgeoisie and help out the internationally 
ostracized white ruling clique.

Africa. But now, for the firs
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western oil companies hav
gime to survive.
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These are the main characteristics of our pre
sent "explosive age", which mirror deep crises and 
generate contradictions, but at the same time in
tensify the autonomous activities and energetic 
struggle of the peoples to bring about radical 
changes to secure freedom, progress and develop
ment.

But however, nobody can blink the fact that 
during these decades, we notice that military 
clashes have, from time to time, flared up here or 
there, especially in the Third World countries which 
are struggling for their independence and progress. 
The aggressive imperialist circles, the advocates of 
the positions of strength policy and the racists of 
all hue have conducted and continue to conduct 
aggressive assaults against the people and their 
legitimate rights. But these victories achieved by 
struggling peoples in the Third World have shown 
convincingly that imperialism failed to suppress 
the spirit of the peoples throughout the post-war 
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In the first few days of the war. General 
Avraham Mender, commander of the armoured 
forces in Sinai, was kitted and his brigades were 
in disarray.

On the Syrian front, the Arab onslaught had 
succeeded in liberating almost the whole territory 
conquered by the Zionists in the blittkreig of 1967. 
Now once again the Syrian solders stood on the 
heights overlooking the Galilee region of Occupied 
Palestine.

But in the moment of supreme triumph the 
Syro-Egypcian strategy showed its built-in cracks 
with the result that victory was almost slipping 
away.

IRAQ TAKES THE INITIATIVE
Within a few hours of the fateful attack 

an emergency joint meeting of the National Leader
ship and Iraqi Regional Leadership of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party as well as the Revolution 
Command Council was held in Iraq to discuss 
Baghdad s role in the war. Iraq had been excluded 
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A delegation representing the ABSP led by Comrade Shibly al-Aysami, ABSP’s Assistant Secretary General and 
a delegation representing the Lebanese National Movement, holding discussions on the Lebanese and Pan-Arab 
situation, in Baghdad on September 22.

Mr. Adnan Hussein, Minister of Planning, reviewing on September 19, the planning and development policy in 
Iraq with visiting Indian delegation headed by Mr. Sharma, Commandant of the Indian National Defence 
College.

Mr. Saddam Hussein, RCC Vice-Chairman calling at the Embassy of People's Republic of China on September 18 
Mr. Hussein signed the condolence beok expressing his sorrow at the death of Chairman Mao Tsetung. Mr. 
Hussein described Chairman Mao as 'one of the most prominent socialist leaders in the world”.

NEW S

PICTURES

President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr congratulating the Iraqi Armed Forces on the occasion of th* Ramadnan Feast



R E P O R T

Dates to  E a t

periment which proved a success 
by Iraqi and international labora
tories. In August last, the Mill's 
machinery ran to produce the 
pulp and the paper. Some 100 
tons of pulp were produced, and 
various types of high quality pa
pers streamed out to prove the 
suitability of palm fronds in pa
per making.

It is worth mentioning that the 
paper industry was set up in Iraq 
in 1967 when a contract was 
signed with a foreign firm to com
plete the project in 1971. Pro
duction based on imported pulp.

The total cost of paper in
dustry projects is ID. 140 million, 
which includes the Maysan Paper 
Mill, set up at a cost of ID. 70 
million.

B O O K S

Fronds to  W rite  on
by Arthur Koestler 
Publisher: Hutchinson. London 255 pages
Reviewed by Medhat Magar

those Khazars: "(They) do not rosamble the Turks.

called the Kara-Khazars (Black Khazars) who are

monotheism: it was. simply and characteristictly, 
a foreign policy expedient. To become Moslems 
would have put them on the wrong side of one

It seems that the record could be pieced to
gether from Arab sources. "Al-Yakubi, a ninth
century Arab historian, traces the origin of the 
Khazars to Japheth. third son of Noah other

The Khazars were caught in the midst of the 
power struggle between the Arab and Byzantine 
Empires. They opted out of the dilemma by em-

was the Jewish faith: both Moslems and 
held that religion in respect. And that

the whole concept of 'the

horrible multitude of Khazars with insolent, broad, 
lashless faces'. But the Arab Geographer, al-

and thus perhaps, mainly of Khazar — origin) came

Magyar tribes than the seed of Abraham. Isaac 
and Jacob. Should this turn out to be the case.

both the killers
misapprehension shared by 
eir victims. The story of the

begins to look like the most cruel hoax 
history has ever perpetratod".

thoroughly researched book. Mr. Kosstler traced the

The date palm is known, since 
time immemorial, to be the most 
cherished tree to the people of 
Iraq. It is a source of food and 
it meets other multi-purpose 
needs. There are more than
twenty million fruit-bearing palms, 
mostly in the south, which pro
duce something like 350,000 tons 
of various varieties of dates, 
mainly for domestic consumption. 
Five major varieties are exported 
to world markets, where demand 
is on the increase.

Besides dates, the palm is a 
source of raw material. The trunk 
was used in the old days in 
house-roofing, and the date

stones in making animal fodder.
Recently, it was discovered, 

after extensive research and la
boratory tests which took nearly 
30 years, that the palm fronds 
could be used for making paper 
and cellulose products.

Back in 1974, and due to the 
scarcity of cellulose raw material 
for the Basrah Paper Mill, Iraqi 
scientists and research workers 
decided on utilising palm fronds 
for pulp making, and if sucessful, 
to  save the hard currency spent 
on importing the pulp.

The Paper Mill Company col
lected some 1.5 nlillion palm 
fronds to conduct on them the ex

In addition to the introduction 
of palm fronds as raw material in 
the manufacture of paper, reeds, 
which are abundant in the south
ern marshes, are now used. The 
Basrah Paper Mill utilises 50,000 
tons of reeds annually. It also 
uses the refuse of sugar-cane 
supplied by Maysan Sugar Mill at 
an annual capacity of 10.000 tons.

The annual productive capacity 
of Basrah Mill is 40,800 tons of 
newsprint, wrappers, duplex car
tons, craft paper, and other var
ieties of paper. There are 452 en
gineers and other employees be
sides 1448 workers working in 
the Mill.

Koestler.
he compiled a respectable mass of

stumbled on something new. Many scholars, old 
and modern, knew the story of the Khazars and 
deduced the obvious. Koestler himself says so

the science of anthropology, 
rords, 'anthropology concurs 
ing the popular belief in a

historical

they are to the north of the inhabited earth towards 
the 7th clime Their land is cold and wet. Accord
ingly. their complexions are white, their eyes blue.

bodies large and their nature cold. Their general 
aspect is wild". Again, he tolls us that a Georgian

research. Koestler ended up by lacking self
consistency when he justifies the existence 
of "Israel” on grounds completely divorced 
from his argument. He maintains that although 
this racist entity has neither ethnic, nation
alist nor historical claim to the land of Palestine, it

the manners of wild beasts, eaters of blood". secular state.
problem:
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Kitlim Hawa)

“T H E  M A R S H E S ” 
and
A Talk About Iraqi Cinema

During the first festival for 
Iraqi films, organised recently by 
the General Establishment for 
Cinema and Theatre, more than 
one sign became evident to prove 
that documentary cinema was 
receiving due attention. The do
cumentary cinema — or cinema 
of the truth —  has been progres
sing steadily since the July 17 
Revolution.

As a clear indicator of the re
volutionary formula of informa
tion, the festival was significant. 
In fact, it was part of a grand 
project laid down by the Estab
lishment for Cinema and was 
being carried out since the begin
ning of this year.

The 1976 Festival presented 14 
films, most of which portrayed 
the new Iraq from different an
gles: ancient civilization eradi
cation of illiteracy... agriculture 
and the countryside... factories... 
social harmony... policy towards 
pan-Arab questions... etc.

24

by Riyad Abdul Karim

Despite the success achieved 
and the satisfaction and apprecia
tion with which the public re
ceived the festival, the Establish
ment for Cinema cherishes 
greater ambitions. Being intent 
on constantly improving this 
kind of production, the establish
ment has closely taken into con
sideration the importance of 
stressing the aspect of truth and 
more intimate dealings with the 
masses when it sets out to tackle 
any question.

"The Marshes" First Prize:

"The Marshes" is considered 
to be a new experiment in Iraqi 
cinema. Writing the scenario and 
directing the film, Mr. Kassim 
Hawal could bring out w ith quiet 
touches the inner recesses of 
people's lives. The film concen
trated on the Revolution's achie
vements and the attention paid 
to this southern area. This was 
communicated through the ca
mera's tour among the already 
accomplished projects of con
nected electricty, schools, nurs
eries; not to  mention the multiple 
social services available.

During its 50 minutes dura
tion, the film explored with high 
technique and with the help of 
technicolour, the aesthetic values 
of peoples who live in perpetual 
adjacency to water, their harsh 
living circumstances, their love 
for work. Students seem deter
mined to exert more efforts for 
education. Feasts... seasons of 
feasts, the continuity of which is 
believed to be a living communi-

cation through marriage... bright 
smiles. In fact the film said more
than that. But the question re
mains: Why was it the marshes?

Now it is Mr. Hawal's turn to 
talk about his work:

—  The film was part o* my ambi
tions, a task. I was bent on ex
ploring, by means of the camera, 
lives crowded with these kinds 
of problems existing amongst the 
social strata that lag behind mo
dern social life. Those whom we 
call toilers, people who have a 
real claim to progress I do 
know them quite well. I feel in-

dined towards them., no estran
gement whatsoever.

As for the Establishment for 
Cinema and Theatre. I can say 
that its desire coincides with 
mine; because cinema today has 
become a persistent question in 
need for immediate development.

The establishment is doing that 
by means of bringing this art 
closer to the living reality... In 
this way we find the marshes — 
a world that suffered long years 
of underdevelopment — is now 
undergoing industrialization. In 
fact, the marshes are being 
turned into a broad industrial 
base, a more proper reality for 
the Mesopotamians, a people of 
a great ancient civilization. The 
film has also focussed the atten 
tion on the aesthetic values of 
the marshes' inhabitants.

"The Marshes": Simple and Diffi
cult!

The marshes, and people in
side this world which is stiH liv
ing its own way, undoubtedly

the camera had so many chances 
for exploration. There must have 
been some astonishing facts 
which emerged. Could you tell 
us about the results achieved by 
the film as you see them? ...

—  The camera was the real 
explorer all throughout the tour. 
Simultaneously, it was difficult 
and simple to shed a light over 
the interior of those people. The 
difficulty stems from the unsuit
ability. In other words, a large 
number of cameras were often 
seen by the marshes' inhabitants 
while they were waiting for some
thing else instead: information

ind answers about their life and 
future. In fact it is something 
ike conditional antipathy. Be

cause, when the blue-eyed inva
ders discovered this area, so 
strange and charming compared 
to their "foggy alleys", they over
did it with the marshes' inhabit
ants that the latter developed a 
semi-instinctive hatred for came
ras —  so you see. it was not 
easy to get along with them 
while having a camera around!

With days passing, however, 
their world began to reveal itself 
before us; we had long discourses, 
we even had a very friendly time 
together and they began to look 
for the future with optimism. 
Some of our scenes together 
were recorded and projected on 
the screen, and the rest we kept 
for the future, confident that all

was going for the better after 
the Revolution, and that these 
scenes would be the criterion 
by which we w ill see in the 
future, through comparison, how 
much behind we have left and 
how much we have achieved be
fore and after the Revolution. In 
short, this is the aim and purpose 
of documentary cinema — cinema 
of the truth.

A  New Point of Departure:

After the success the film has 
achieved and winning of the festi
val's first prize, you won the prize

for the best director. Therefore, 
could we consider this documen
tary film to be a new point of 
departure for a better document
ary cinema?

—  I think the film was success
ful for a simple reason: it  is rea
listic. Realism was the theme as 
well as the target. In addition, 
there was this dramatic and artis
tic outline which interacted dia
lectically with the theme. This 
was stated about the film as 
being a new starting-point in Iraqi 
documentary cinema.

All what we hope for is a bet
ter studied documentary
feature cinema to go along with 
our revolutionary concepts and 
the ambitions of the masses. This
ambition should be sustained by 
a scientific working-paper; in

other words, we have to look at 
the present with an eye on the 
future.

If we can realize this vision, I 
am sure we could catch up with 
modern civilization, achieve local 
transformation, and the civilized 
human art. The world sees us 
through our tradition, through our 
present which translates our tra
dition into an acceptable formula 
for our living reality. When we 
have done a good cinema and we 
are about to succeed —  we have 
put m;n and the new transfor
mation in their proper place: ci-

vilization with its deep human 
relevance.

Other Projects:

After your success, is there 
any determination to  choose sub
jects similar to the "marshes" in 
the future?

inclined to deal with whom I 
know and love... my next theme 
will be about the working class. 
I shall be discussing the condi
tions of those workers who were 
deprived of their rights before the 
revolution, and some of whom 
are still suffering under the dying 
private sector. The film will be 
in a narrative form which con
tains many documentary facts 
included in the stylizing of the 
representation.
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by Ibrahim Madkour Source of Renaissance
In any society, culture is the offspring of many 

factors: human potential, creative consciousness, 
intellectual and spiritual vitality, real achievement 
and progress, and freedom, among others. In the 
Arab society of the early eighth century, the po
tential for extraordinary cultural achievement clearly 
existed. The introduction of Islam into that society 
generated creative activity within the Arab cons
ciousness. By providing new purpose and a new 
sense of direction, it unified a loose assemblage 
of tribes, inspired leadership, and unleashed collec
tive and individual genius. In succeeding centuries. 
Arab society found and developed its own cultural 
identity, and in the process it rescued from near

oblivion much of the legacy of pagan antiquity. Link
ing past with future, it helped pave the way for 
the European Renaissance.

The Arab world, like Western Europe prior to 
ns Renaissance, experienced a "Dark Ages Period". 
However, during this period, which lasted some 
four centuries, in atmosphere of frustration and dis
couragement prevailed throughout the Arab lands. 
The days of conquest and glory were over. There 
were no new worlds to discover, no great achieve
ments to be made. The prevailing mood of des
pondency and loss was summed up in a famous 
complaint: "The first have left nothing for the last!" 
Speculative thought was confined to increasingly

narrow areas, scientific inquiry stagnated, and mat
ters that had previously been studied and under
stood became obscure. Creative thinking and the 
spirit of discovery were replaced by sterile repeti
tion and imitation, expressed in commeniaries and 
studies of texts and stressing words rather than 
meaning. Cultural life was confined to a restricted 
group; the society at large fed on the past, ignored 
the present, and rejected any prospect of evolution 
or progress.

In the nineteenth century the Arabs once 
again began to be conscious of their own existence. 
This search for self-identity gave rise to a renewal 
of independent thinking, stimulated in part by in
tensive exposure to the thinking of others, parti
cularly the scientists and scholars who accompanied 
the French expedition to Egypt early in the century. 
During the balance of the nineteenth century the 
Arab world, and particularly that part of it that 
borders on the eastern Mediterranean, was engaged 
in a process of absorption characterized by exten
sive contact with European scholars and teachers, 
doctors and engineers, architects and industrialists. 
Missions were sent to Europe to study mathema
tics, medicine, and sciences, and large numbers of 
European and American scholars, businessmen.

PAST, P R E S E N T A N D  FU TU R E
and technicians came to the Arab countries. Na
turally. many problems resulted from th i' massive 
exchange of cultures and experiences, but the net

effect was to stimulate in the Arab world a new 
desire for evolution and progress and to encourage 
its more remote areas to catch with the Mediter
ranean regions, where the exposure to the industrial 
world was more advanced.

The twentieth century — a century of chal
lenge and competition —  is the real starting point 
of the contemporary cultural revival in the Arab 
world. Certainly there have been obstacles. Two 
world wars and numerous regional and domestic 
conflicts have taught the Arabs the high cost of 
violence in lives and treasure. If these sacrifices 
have meaning, it is to be found in their contribution 
to the development of a revitalized and meaningful 
Arab world, characterized not by isolation and self-

doubt but by maturity, dignity, and solidarity in 
performance of its international responsibilities as 
one of the great contemporary civilizations.

If the Arab world is in general agreement as 
to its cultural goals, there remains much debate as 
to the best means to achieve them. If there is con
sensus that contemporary Arab culture must reflect 
the Arab personality and character, it is also agreed 
that the Arab world must not close its doors to 
the possible contribution of Others. In other words, 
the goal of contemporary Arab culture is not only 
to revive the glories of its past but also to include 
the best aspects of the present, whatever the 
source. The past and the present, combined, give 
rise to the future —  a future in which the Arabs will 
once again be able to speak proudly of their 
achievements in art, literature, science, and techno
logy.

One of the principal areas of debate is that of 
language. During the Arab "Dark Ages" efforts 
were made by various colonial powers to substitute 
other languages — Turkish, French, English — for 
Arabic. As a result, the Arab world is bilingual and 
trilingual in many areas, but Arabic has maintained 
its primacy. The issue of "classical versus collo
quial" Arabic has been largely resolved through the

evolution of a modern classical which, under the 
guidance of the several language academies, has 
proved to be both comprehensible to students and

readily adaptable to educational needs. The Arabic 
language in general use today is noticeably different 
from that of the eighteenth and nineteenth cen
turies. Today's Arabic is a language that has been 
determined by the needs and the spirit of the times. 
It is an easier, more casual language, free of oddi
ties, mannerisms, and conceits. It says what it
means precisely clearly, and directly.
easily adapted to modern teaching and learning 
situations, and it is able to transcend class distinc
tions in an age that disdains such privileges. Mod
ern Arabic has already helped to narrow the gap 
between the spoken and the written word, the 
common and the classic, and in time it will replace 
the various slang dialects that now divide the Arab 
world.



Essential as this development is in terms of 
nation-building, it by no means diminishes the im
portance of learning foreign languages. Arabs seem 
to have a particular aptitude for language study, and 
they have reason to recognize the importance of 
communication in the modern multinational world. 
Hopefully, more foreign countries will in return en
courage the study of Arabic, as in fact appears to 
be happening, judging from increased enrollment in 
Arabic language and area programmes in the West
ern countries.

The revival of the past, an essential part of 
the rediscovery of the Arabic heritage, has been 
accompanied by and has contributed to the flower
ing of contemporary letters. Modern liteiature re
flects the challenge offered to the classic models by 
the new images of the present. For example, poets 
influenced by the Western romantics have adopted 
some of the classical forms to give structure to 
their self-expression, while the "classicists" explore 
new rhymes and rhythms. The essay has been 
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The Caliph's palace contained 
the ’Hall of the Tree'which housed 
an artificial tree of gold and silver 
weighing 500,000 drahms, in the 
branches of which were lodged 
birds of the same precious metals 
so constructed that they chirped 
by artificial devices.

nomical observatory.
The glory of Baghdad although 

short-lived, gave an impulse and 
served as a model to the whole 
world, and the advantage that 
it was situated on a great river, 
the Tigris, made it accessible to 
traders from all parts East and 
West. The wares of China and
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The next section is designed to 
ensure the absolute integrity of 
judges. The other sections of 
Hammurabi’s code deal with of
fences against property.

Here the general penalty of 
theft is death, and the receiver of 
stolen goods suffers the same 
fate. Burglars and robbers meet 
a particularly unpleasent fate, 
for, after execution the body is 
hung or impaled before the hole 
by which they enter the house.

The next paragraph of the law
code deals with allotment of land 
to certain higher officers in the 
kings' service. The next sections 
are concerned with the preserva
tion and improvement of the 
country’s natural resources. Main

The next subject for consider
ation is that of taverns. It seems 
that these taverns are a natural 
haunt for undesirable characters, 
and tavern-keepers are expected 
to report to the authorities any 
customer who ;s plotting with 
criminal intent. The penalty for 
failing to do so is death

A long section of Hammurabi's 
code is devoted to the position 
of women in Babylonia. The laws 
regulating marriage and divorce 
are themselves enough, for they 
safeguard the women against in
justice, and they provide for them 
and their children proper main
tenance, except in cases of in
fidelity on their oart.
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