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to the deliberations a t this Ses
sion of the General Assembly due 
to t h e  alarming international 
trends which developed in recent 
months, especially between the 
big powers, nevertheless, world 
public opinion expects from this 
Session not to forget other prob
lems which are contributing to 
the increase of tension in the 
world.

These problems include t h e 
d e n i a l  of membership to the 
People’s Republic of China in 
the United Nations; the contin
ued occupation of West Irian by

Members o f the Iraqi Delegation to t h e  United Nations, 
with the Minister of Foreign Affaire, Sayid Hashim Jawad in the centr

the Netherlands; the attempt 
for the separation of Mauritania 
from Morocco by France ; the
war in Algeria; and fighting in 
Oman ; the Palestine Question ; 



out the day.
It was on 3rd December, 1959, 

that General Kassem left hospi
tal, fully recovered after the 
abortive attempt on his life eight 
weeks earlier. The thanksgiving 
o f the Republic's seven million 
people on that memorable day 
has now been perpetuated in a 
national public holiday - the Day 
of Safety and Rejoicing.

Tens o f thousands o f jubilant 
Iraqis from all parts o f the coun
try marched through the centre 
o f Baghdad on 3rd December in 
a five-bour procession to celeb
rate the Day o f Safety and Re

Major-General Abdel Kerim 
Kassem. Prime Minister and 
Commander in Chief o f the Ar
med Forces, made seven appea
rances on the salutihg base of

the Ministry o f Defence, each 
time greeted by a tumultuous 
ovation from the marchers and 
many thousands o f others who 
had gathered in the area of the 
Ministry to greet their Leader.

Helicopters trailing portraits 
of General Kassem and the flag 
o f the Republic flew low over the

Baghdad Radio and Television 
covered the festivities through





More than 5O.(XX) staff and 
employees in semi - official de
partments are now drawing the 
benefits of the Civil Pensions 
Law which had formerly been 
limited to purely governmental 
institutions.

The plight of these people, like 
that of many other sections of 
the community, had been igno
red during the old regime, and it 
was not until the passing of Law 
No. 122 of 1959 that anything 
was done to  safeguard th e m 
against disability and old age.

The new law differs from the 
old Civil Pensions Law in two 
respects: its wider scope, and the 
lower scale of contributions de
manded (5 per cent, of the basic 
monthly salary instead of 6.25 
per cent.)

As provided under the new 

partment set up under the new 
Law. It is known as the Direc
torate - General of the Pensions 
Fund, and began to operate on 
the 22nd September, 1959.

Since then — as the Director- 
General, S a y i d Abdul Amir 
al - Arradi explained to NEW 
IRAQ—it has dealt with 20,000 
applications referring to various 
pension questions. F ro m  th e 
beginning of 1960, no fewer than 
40,000 incoming a n d  outgoing 
letters have been handled by the 
department.

The Pensions Fund operates 
on the employees’ subscriptions 
which are sent in by the various 
departments concerned, withan 
additional 10 per cent contribu
ted by the departments and a 
substantial Government alloca
tion. Evidence of the Fund’s 



.Agricultural authorities i n
Iraq have launched an ambitious 
project for the improvement of 
grain and other seeds in order to 
raise the general level of agricul
ture a n d  increase i t  s output 
throughout the Republic.

The Ministry of Agriculture 
has established a special “Farms 
Section” entrusted with the task 
of finding better seeds of higher 
yield for Ira(|i farmers. Despite 
the difficulties facing this long
term project, it has already made 
considerable progress.

11 has at i t s disposal some 
20,000 donums of arable land for 
the large scale development of 
improved t y p e s  o f  seeds. 

goes on year after year with great
care and attention.

Apart from Ajibah, the main 
wheat strain produced is Flo- 
renca. all seeds are sifted and 
harmful seeds removed by means 
of special machinery, They are 
then treated with Acrosan to pre
vent blackening.

Production is not, however, 
confined exclusively to seeds : 
during 1959. the various farms 
sold 147,975 young fruit trees 
and 45,633 decorative shrubs of 
various kinds.

Other activities of the Farms 
Section provide r a w  materials 
for local industries. One of the 
most important of these activi
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Throughout the Arab world, 
the xylophone is secondiin popu
larity only to the lute.

With its fixed tones and wide 
range, i t  occupies a position 
among orientals comparable to 
that o f the piarnoforte i n the 
west.

Historical records indicate 
tha t the xylophone had its ori
gins in Iraq. During the 7th 
Century B.C. the Ashours had an 
instrument known in their lan
guage as the “ isharlo “ with ten 
strings tied horizontally. The 
notes were produced by striking

the strings with small sticks. The 
“isharlo” bore a basic resemb
lance to thepresent-day dulcimer.

An improved version of this 
instrument came into use during 
the third century of the Moslem 
era. Known as “ El sharud ” , it

was invented by an Arab musi
cian, Hakim Bin El Ahwas el 
Saadi. A painting of the sharud 
by el Farabi was reproduced in 
his book“Al Mausiqa”(“Music” ).

Ibn Sina, writing in the “ Ki
tab al Shifa” , described the sha
rud as “one of those instruments

in which the strings are strung 
lengthwise” . Successive genera
tions of Arab musicians produ
ced the modern version of the 
xylophone.

This normally has 78 strings, 
arranged in threes, although 
some have as few as 63 and

others up to 84. I t  is played by 
means of a metal “ striker” held 
on the forefinger of each hand by 
means of a ring. Mutes, which 
can be raised or lowered, enable 
the musician to produce softer 
tones.







CINEMA
The Iraqi cinema industry is 

beginning slowly to emerge from 
the decline into which govern
mental apathy during the old 
regime had allowed it to fall. 
Although the industry still recei
ves no financial or technical assi-

stance from abroad, the Govern- 
m e n t  of the Republic is now 
playing an active role in encou
raging the production o f  films 
“Made in Iraq” . Before long, 
it is hoped that cinema audien
ces throughout the world will be

able to see their first Iraqi films.
First attempt to make an Ira

qi film came in the year 1939 
when a joint production called 
‘ ‘Cairo - Baghdad” was filmed in 
the Studio Misr. Cairo. Iraqis 
and Egyptians both took part

in the production and acting. A 
second film, “Ibn Sharq” (“Son 
of the Orient” ), was later pro
duced in the same way.

Both films had soundtracks in 
colloquial Arabic, and i n both 
the “plot” was of a type which

appealed to the ordinary people. 
Their success led to the estab- 
lishmentof the“Studio Baghdad’ ’ 
in 1948, and it  was in this studio 
that the first purely Iraqi film 
“Aliya and Asam” was produced 
by the French producer Schutan.

“Aliya and Asam” was widely 
acclaimed in artistic circles, and 
may be regarded as the true star
ting point of the Iraqi film indus
try. I t  was followed soon after
wards by another success, “Leila 
in Iraq”, with the well-known



Egyptian p r o d  u c e r Ahmad 
Kamil Musa.

But t h e n  ensued a long and 
barren period during which no 
films were produced and even the 
“Studio Baghdad” was c l o s e d 
down. For several years, the 
industry ceased to exist except in 
the dreams of the enthusiasts 
and hopes of the public.

In 1943, however, a fresh start 
was made with “ Fitnah and 
Hasan,” produced b y  Haidar 
Umer. This wassoon followed by 
“Nadam”, the sixth film to be 
produced with Iraqi participa
tion, and the fourth to be produ
ced exclusively in Iraq. Credit 
for this film, which enjoyed con

direct appeal to t h <• audience, 
who saw their own lives enacted 
on the screen, which guaranteed 
its suooesa.

T h e  t r i u m p h  of “  Man 
AbMasouT’ was equalled only by 
that of “ Saeed Effendi ” , which 
again dealt with the daily lives 
of the people—although this time 
in a rural area. “ Saeed Effendi ” 
was the modest diary of a well- 
loved teacher sharing his learn
ing with his pupils, his children 
and his neighbours. The unfor
gettable scenes from the class
room, the coffee shops and the 
streets made a tremendous im
pact on audiences throughout 
the country who again witnessed 

A c
film



The turbulent reign of Ashur 
Banipal, last of the powerful 
Ashur Kings, is described in a 
wealth of documents from the 
Sargons library discovered in 
Nineveh.

Ashur Banipal lived from 668 
B.C. to 626 B.C., and for most 
of that time he was in constant 
conflict with other states which 
never ceased to attack him.

Foremost among these states 
was the Egypt of Pharaohs - and 
the most prominent of the Pha
raohs during this era was the 
powerful Taharqa, a soldier of 
negro origin. To weaken negro 
influence in Egypt, Ashur Bani
pal formed an alliance with the 
Egyptian prince Nicho, a t that 
time a prisoner - of - war in the 
Ashur Kingdom, with the help 
of supporters in Egypt and the

DIPLOMACY DURING THE ERA OF ASHUR BANIPAL

Ashur Army, Nicho eventually 
overthrew Taharqa and ascen
ded to the throne in his place.

But in the meantime, Ashur 
Banipal was faced with a crisis 
nearer at hand. His younger 
brother Shamash - Shum - Ukin, 
whom he had appointed viceroy 
in Babylon, turned traitor,decla
red the independence of Babylon 

iself as king.

King Ashur Banipal met this 
crisis with a terse letter which 
has gone down in history as a 
masterpiece of diplomatic corr
espondence :

“The King of Ashur addresses 
the following lines to the Babylo
nians —

“I  am in good health; y o u r 
hearts should on this account be 
filled w ith happiness and joy.

“I  am addressing y o u  with 
regard to the empty and insigni
ficant words spoken by the liar 
who alleges to be my brother. I 
know what he has told you. His 
words are meaningless and like 
the wind: do not trust him in 
anything...

“I  declare to y  o u from my 
own mouth that he behaved as a 
contemptible traitor when he 
stated that my object was to de-

file the glory of the Babylonians 
who love m e: thus should I be 
polluting a n d  disgracing my 
own mane. Your friendship with 
the Ashurs and the freedom that 
I have bestowed are more pre
cious than I can imagine. Do not, 
therefore, listen to his lies and do 
not spoil y o u r  reputation and 
your name, wich are beyond sus
picion and doubt before me and



before the world.
“ Do not fear a n y  increase in 

taxation or any violence ...”
The letter had its effect. The 

Babylonians forsook Shamash— 
Shum—Ukin and v o w e d  their 
allegiance to Ashur Banipal.

A letter in similar vein was 
addressed to Belibni, King Ash- 
ur’s representative i n Nippur, 
and to the people of Nippur:

“ I am in good health : let your 
hearts be f i l l e d  with joy and 
happiness on this account.

“ Y o u  know that the whole

country has been smitten with 
the hand of destruction and with 
the iron sword of Ashur, by the 
will of G o d :  likewise, fire has 
swallowed i t  a n d  it has been 
trampled under the feet of the 
animals, u n t i I i t bowed before 
me.
“You should a> rest all the rebels 

who now seek safety in defeat. 
I t is necessary that the rebels 
should be separated f r o m  the 
people as y o u separate wheat 
from chaff' before your homes. 
You should not allow anyone to

pass through tha t city
you fiirst inspect and
thoroughly. No-one
escape from here; and
ceeds in finding an 
any meanns I shall 
enge upon his accomp
children. Whoever c
and brings him to u
alive shall receive a go
1 shall order that h
placed in the scales, 
pay him his weight in

After the defeat o
many Babylonians 
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Several readers 

craftsman who



ving and low-relief decoration. 
Unfortunately, the house where 
all this prototype mass-produc
tion was (tarried out was burned 
down by the troops of the Kaiser 
during the first World War.

According to the present-day 
elders of Rowanduz, several of 
whom can look back on almost a 
century of history, al-Rowanduzi 
died a t ninety, a ripe old age 
in any to w n  except Rowanduz 
where1 longevity is the rule rather 
than the exception.

Of al-Rowanduzfs enormous 
output, only a few examples can 
be traced^ome of the finest being 
in the Wastani G a t e  Museum. 
The largest of these bears the 
inscription “ Khcdiv of Mosul 
al-Khazra Muhammad ” close to 



NEWS



0 Baghdad is to h a v e  its own 
Opera House. The Economic 
Planning Board has decided to 
arrange an international compe
tition in order to secure the best 
possible design and the highest 
standard o f architecture.

The Board has agreed to allo
cate I.D. 300,000 for acquisition 
of the proposed site, and a fur
ther 1.1). 10,000 for printing of 
documents and advertising the 
competition.

The Oj>cra House will contain 
everything necessary for staging 
operas,, ballets, plays, symphony 
concerts and choral concerts, in 
addition to public lectures and 
meetings. The stage will be eq- 
uipped with the most up-to-date 
machinery, and there will be a 
se r r a te  hall for ballet rehear
sals, together with rest rooms, 

relief maps and special plans ol 
the town. The Festival will last 
f o r  o n e  week, t h e  l a s t 
two days being devoted to celeb
rations in memory of the great 
Iraqi philosopher.
£  One of the m o s t  important 
discoveries of ancient Sumerian 
art of this century w a s  made 
recently among the ruins o f the 
Temple o f Inanna in the old holy 
city of Nippur, known in Arabic 
as Nuffar. The find, dating back 
to around 2,800 B.C., consisted 
of some fifty pieces, about half 
of which were exquisitely carved 
human figures placed in  the 
temple to propitiate the goddess 
and later b u r i e d  beneath the 
Hoor when a fresh temple was 
erected on the same site. The 
finest piece was a standing figure 
in green translucent stone with a 
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