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Reagan s secret diplomacy & 
the position of the Islamic Republic 
The fo llo w in g  a r t i c l e  has been t r a n s la t e d  from 
is s u e  n o .29 (D ec .86) o f  K om onist, th e  c e n t r a l 
o rg an  o f  th e  CPI.

The d i s c lo s u re
ma t i c c o n ta c ts th e  Is la m ic  R epublic
regim e and th e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  Reagan a d m in is­
t r a t i o n  and o f  the  arms sh ip m en ts  to  I ra n  by 
th e  USA and I s r a e l  d u r in g  a t  l e a s t  th e  l a s t  one
and a h a l f  y e a r s ,  took a g a in s t  a b ack -
ground o f i n te n s i f i e d  d i s p u te s  and in - f ig h t i n g s 
w i th in  th e  Is la m ic  governm ent. The d i s c lo s u re
h a s , in  tu rn , once a g a in  b ro u g h t th e s e  d i s p u te s
in to  th e  open a t  a new l e v e l ,  w ith  new p r e te x ts 
and f ig h t in g s  m eans, and i s  f u r t h e r  a g g ra v a t in g 
them.

in te n s e
owe th e i r
and c o n f'

em ergence to  the
w ith in

governm ent d u r in g  th e  l a s t  few m onths,
c l  imax came, one

i th e 
whose

two m onths ago , w ith  the
k id n ap p in g  o f  the  S y r ia n  d ip lo m a t in  T ehran , 
th e  a r r e s t  o f Mehdi Hashemi and h i s  band, the 
d i s s o lu t i o n  o f  the  o r g a n i s a t io n  o f  "M ojahedin 
o f  Is la m ic  R e v o lu tio n " , th e  s u lk in g  and l a t e r 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  A y a to lla h  M o n tazeri and the 
l a t t e r ' s  r e s ig n a t io n  b e fo re  Khom eini. Mehdi 
Hashemi, who i s  a c lo s e  a id  to  M o n tazeri and
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China;ten years after 
Mao

The fo llo w in g  a r t i c l e  h as  been  t r a n s la t e d  from 
is s u e  n o . 13 (S e p .86) o f  P is h ro  ("V an g u a rd "), the 
o rg an  o f  th e  K u rd is ta n  O rg a n is a t io n  o f  th e  CPI- 
Komala. I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  b ro a d c a s t  by th e  Radio 
V oice o f  th e  CPI.

Septem ber 9 marks 
th e  d e a th  o f Mao Tse

th e  10th a n n iv e r s a ry  o f 
Tung, th e  l e a d e r  o f the

C hinese  R e v o lu tio n  and th e  chairm an the
C hinese  Communist P a r ty .  In  th e  ten  y e a rs  a f t e r 
M ao's d e a th ,  C hina has  gone th ro u g h  such deve­
lopm ents which have tu rn e d  Mao and th e  l i n e  he 
r e p re s e n te d  i n to  th e  p a s t  o r ,  more p r e c i s e ly , 
i n to  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  C hina.

D uring th e s e  te n  y e a rs  n o t o n ly  has  th e  en­
th u siasm th e  " C u l tu r a l  R e v o lu tio n '
"new f l i g h t  in to  th e  C h inese  R e v o lu tio n " , d ied 
down, b u t th e  p e rio d  i s  now b e in g  r e c a l l e d  in 
term s o f  th e  " r e v o l t  o f  the  y o u th " , " th e  p e rio d 
o f  in s a n i ty ,  d i s o r d e r  and a g i t a t i o n " .

E co n o m ica lly , th e  p re s e n t -d a y  C hina,
c a p i ta l i s m  i s  u n fo ld in g  i t s e l f  a l l  the  more ex­

i t s form , and p r iv a te
p ro p e r ty  i s  r e c e iv in g  new le g a l  g u a ra n te e s .  The 
s ta te sm e n  and e co n o m ists  c r i t i c i z e  th e  l im i t a ­
t io n s  o f  p lanned  p ro d u c tio n , and p r iv a t e  i n i t i ­
a t i v e s  re c e iv e  encouragem ent and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .
The v i l l a g e  Communes, i . e .  , the
ow nersh ip  and a c t i v i t y  o f  th o se  who worked the 
la n d , d i s i n t e g r a t e  and th e  land  f a l l s  in to  the
p r iv a t e  ow nersh ip the  sm a ll landow ners.
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the head of the bureau of ’’Islamic Liberation 

Movements” - i.e., in fact, the counter-revolu­

tionary and trroristic operations of the Hezb­

ollah* in the Lebonan and other regions, and 

which belongs to an ext remist pan-Islamic line - 

was arrested by the ruling wing of the Islamic 

Republic on charges of treason, murder and 

kidnapping (The kidnapping of of the Syrian 

diplomat has been linked to him). Replying to a 

letter by Reyshahri - the In format ion Minister - 

who was enquiring about how to deal with Mehdi 

Hashemi and his band, Khomeini personally de­

manded that Mehdi Hashemi and his ’’deviat ionist 

band” and whoever spreads “rumours” be dealt 

with with utmost resoluteness. It has bow become 

clear that Mehdi Hashemi and his group who were 
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the intense in-fightings inside the regime and 

the probability of Khomeini's death, have plac­

ed the Islamic Republic in an infinitely grave 

and fragile position. Furtheimore, none of the 

factions of the bourgeois opposition that arc 

trusted by America, at the moment enjoys the 

necessary requirements and pre-requisites to 

replace the Islamic Republic. Any severe mea­

sures shaking the foundations of the Islamic 

Republic could, besides the limitations involv­

ed in their execution, enflame a mass rising 

and the re-emergence of a revolutionary situa­

tion. Something which the imperialists are 

afraid of more than anything else. In other 

words the imperialists still do not possess a 

better alternative capable of realizing the 

smooth and trouble-free transfer of political 

developments conc
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c l a s s e s  and a b eacon  fo r  Che r e v o lu t io n  o f  Che 
r e v o l t i n g  poor p e a s a n t s .

But th e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  was n o t s o .  The 
w ork ing  c l a s s  had n o t o b ta in e d  any s i g n i f i c a n t 
and d e c i s i v e  g a in  from  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n .  For th e 
C h in e se  b o u r g e o is ie  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  an ’’in d e ­
p e n d e n t" ,  "b lo s so m in g "  and " i n d u s t r i a l "  C hina 
m eant none o th e r  th a n  Che ex C e n sio n  and i n t e n - 
s i f i c a t i o n  o f th e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  w o rk e rs  and 
th e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  th e  p e t t y  la n d -o w n e rs  who 
had a c q u ir e d  la n d .

The developm en t o f  c a p i t a l i s m  in  C h ina  a f t e r 
th e  1949 R e v o lu tio n  was p o s s ib l e  in  two fo rm s. 
F i r s t  th e  f r e e  and c l a s s i c a l  dev e lo p m en t o f 
c a p i t a l i s m ,  th e  m arke t econom y, a n a rc h y  o f  p ro ­
d u c t io n  -  w ith  a l l  i t s  accom panying  s o c i a l  con ­
se q u e n c e s  and r e s u l t s ,  i . e . ,  e x t e n s iv e  p o v e r ty 

aim s and th e  g ra d
C u l tu r a l  R e v o lu t i
6 0 s , r e p r e s e n te d 
g e o is  r a d i c a l i s m 
t h i s  u to p ia n  id e a
in e s c a p a b le  r e s u
in  C h in a . But th
econom ic c o n t r a d
p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s 
C u l tu r a l  R e v o lu t i
whose f i r s t  m eas
p o l i t i c a l  power 
th e  w o rk e rs ' r e v o
" C u l tu r a l  R e v o lu
i t s  p la c e  a th e o r
m en ts  o f  th e  d e v e
was a d v a n c e d . The



8

Communists & the P
The following article is the translation of the 

first part of a speech by comrade M.Hekmat in the 

1st Congress of the ’’Unity of Communist Mi litants” , 

summarising the Congress discussions on the 

question of style of work. The UCM was one of the 

organisations which constituted the CPI in Sep.83. 

The question of style of work formed the major 
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Our programme says that a necessary condition for the 
establishment o l the proletarian dictatorship is the existence 
of a Communist Party that shall lead the class struggle of 
the proletariat in a ll dimensions, make the proletariat con­
scious of ns class interests, organize the proletariat in the 
ranks of its own independent organization, and seize po litica l 
power at the hand of the masses of the working class. The 
Communist Party is a party for organizing the social revolu­
tion of the proletariat. The proletarian revolutionary act 
that has been put forth  in our programme has defined its 
own organization, the Communist Party. The definition of 
the tasks and characteristics of this Party is based on the 
necessities of the proletarian social revolution. This is nothing 
but the crux of the Leninist theory of organization. What 
were we looking for then? Our immediate task was to build 
an organization with such characteristics and the ab ility  to 
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from P.20
r i g h t s ,  a n t i - w a r  m ovem ents, th e  f i g h t  a g a in s t 
r a d i c a l  and a n t i - im m ig r a n t  p o l i c i e s ,  a s  b o u r­
g e o is  and a t t a c k  them  from  a l e f t - s o u n d in g 
s t a n d .  They c la im  th e  s t r u g g l e  fo r  th e s e  r i g h t s 
i s  a b a r r i e r  to  th e  ad v an ce  o f  th e  s o c i a l i s t 
s t r u g g l e  and f in d  th e s e  two a s  b e in g  m u tu a l ly 
e x c lu s iv e .  T h e ir  v iew  i s  e q u a l ly  w rong in  th e 
p r a c t i c a l  f i e l d  ( i . e . ,  i t  le a v e s  th e  w o rk e rs 
w ith o u t  any r e a l  d e fe n c e  a g a in s t  th e  o n s la u g h t 
o f  th e  b o u r g e o i s i e ) .  They f a i l  to  u n d e rs ta n d 
th a t  in  o r d e r  to  s t r e n g th e n  and ad v an ce  t h e i r 
s t r u g g l e  fo r  s o c i a l i s m ,  th e  w o rk e rs ,  more th a n 
anybody e l s e ,  need  th e s e  r i g h t s  and h en ce  sh o u ld 
ta k e  p a r t  in  such s t r u g g l e s .

The r e v o lu t io n a r y  M a r x i s t s ,  b e in g  th e  d e ­
fe n d e rs  o f  b o th  th e  h i s t o r i c  and im m ediate 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  w o rk e rs ,  have  to  com bat b o th 
th e s e  te n d e n c ie s  and d e f in e  th e  c o r r e c t  c o u rs e 

m o vem en t's  f u r t h e r
w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y 
e x p o su re  o f  th e 
t e n d e n c i e s .  In  th e
o f  c l a s s  and s o c i
l e g a l  o r  i l l e g a l
B r i t i s h  m in e r s ,  in
day b ro k e  th e  in f
k e t i n g ” , d e fe n d e d
made t h i s  law  o f 
w h ile  t h i s  was g
H a te r s ly  -  l e a d e r
w e ll  a s  th e  Tl'C l e
ly  d i s s o c i a t i n g  th
e r s ” and condem nin

The more p o w e r
i n g - c l a s s  f o r  d e m
w i l l  be th e  ch an c
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MAP followed the path of organizing the working class and the other t

as an independent force against the exploiting classes and the dictat

In one form or another, both the revisionists and the Sandinista

argued that Nicaragua was a pre-capitalist, semi-feudal and semi-colo

country. And according to their theorizing this also meant that the w

class was too weak to attempt a revolution without an alliance with t

called ’’national bourgeoisie” and without going through a process of 

national capitalist development. MAP fought against these speculation

the so-called ’’national bourgeoisie,” stressing that it was the Nicar

bourgeoisie itself —  not some pre-capitalist semi-feudal lords —  th

the social base of the dictatorship and of the U.S. imperialist domin

It held the perspective that it was the proletariat which was capable

rallying all the toilers around itself for the destruction of the 

dictatorship, imperialist domination, and capitalist exploitation in 

Nicaragua.

The attitude towards the bourgeoisie became an extremely sharp 

contradiction in the days of the insurrection when the question of th

power was being posed. The workers and poor peasants were fighting on

barricades. But the FSLN leaders were busily negotiating in Costa Ric
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Front trade union center were also jailed as the FSLN sent the

work places to break up the workers’ control movement and driv

Workers Front unions.

But with the rupture of its coalition with the bourgeoisi

growing pressure from the reactionaries, the FSLN was compelle

the situation for the masses and for MAP/ML as it sought a cou

on the left. Today the MLPN has a certain room to act, althoug

limited and fragile. It has no political prisoners; but its su

frequently arrested and held overnight "to remind them what pr

like," as the Nicaraguan comrades put it. Its paper Prensa Pro

legally registered; but it faces censorship, compelling the pa

make use of unapproved leaflets, etc. The government still ref

the equipment for El Pueblo and puts obstacles in the way of t

getting much needed printing materials. The MLPN has won two s
National Assembly; but unlike the bourgeois parties, the MLPN

parliamentary privileges are very tentative (for example, the 

bourgeois parties have passed a rule directed at the left that

smaller parties from proposing legislation). The Workers Front



18

PUBLICATIONS OF THE CPI

"PISHRO" ( i n  F a r
"KOMONIST" i s  the c e n t r a l  organ o f  th e  CPI 
p u b lish e d  in  F a r s i .  The fo l lo w in g  i s s u e s  ap­
peared r e c e n t ly :

Komonist No. 2 7 , August 86

C o n ce rn in g th e  d i s c u s s io n s  o f  th e  P a r t y ’ s
2nd C o n g ress (An in te r v ie w  w ith  com rade
M ansoor H e k m a t)— p a r t  two

i s t a n  O r g a n isa ti
fo l lo w in g  i s s u e s 

P ish r o  No. 13, Se

A look  a t  th e
in K u r d is ta n . 

The b a s i s  o f  P a r t y 's  work a b ro a d . M. Hekmat C h in a : te n  y e a
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The fight for democratic rights in the Metropols

Today i t  i s  becoming more and more d i f f i c u l t 
co f in d  any b o u rg eo is  governm ent which does 
n o t ,  in  one way o r a n o th e r ,  t r y  to  l im i t  or 
tram p le  upon the  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  o f  the  work­
e r s  and p eop le  in  g e n e ra l .  I f  su p p re s s io n  o f 
th e  f re e  sp eech , p o l i t i c a l  and mass o rg a n is a ­
t io n s  o f  w orkers and t o i l e r s ,  n a t io n a l  m in o r i­
t i e s ,  women, e t c ,  a re  the  norm al c o n te n t  of 
b o u rg eo is  r u le  in  the  dom inated and Third-W orld 
c o u n tr i e s ,  in  th e  l a s t  decade t h i s  h a s , g ra - 
d u l ly ,  become a m ajor p a r t  o f  th e  b o u rg eo is 
p o l ic y  in  th e  m e tr o p o li t ia n  c o u n tr i e s  as  w e ll .

In  B r i ta i n  th e  governm ent o£ Mrs. T h a tch e r 
a t t a c k s  th e  t ra d e -u n io n  r i g h t s , w o rk e rs ' w ages, 
th e  unemployment and s o c ia l  b e n e f i t ,  r e c a l l s 
th e  V ic to r ia n  fam ily  v a lu e s  and s te p s  up p o lic e 
v ig i l a n c e  and in te r f e r e n c e  in  th e  p u b lic  and 
p r iv a t e  l i f e  o f  th e  p e o p le . In  th e  U.S.A . Mr. 
Reagan u n lea sh e s  th e  most b r u ta l  a t t a c k s  on the 
w o rk in g -c la s s  and i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  and dem o cra tic 
r i g h t s ,  p ro p ag a te s  the  most r e a c t io n a r y  a t t i ­
tu d es  tow ards women and t h e i r  r i g h t  to  a b o r t io n ; 
and a l l - o u t  an ti-co m m u n is t and u l t r a - r e a c t i o n ­
a ry  " s u p e r -  Am ericanism " o f  th e  Rambo type  is 
g e n e ra ted  and f in a n c e d  by the  b o u r g e o is ie .  In 
F ra n ce , th e  "government ad o p ts  more a n t i - f o r e ig n 
and a n ti- im m ig ra n t  p o l i c i e s ,  c a l l s  upon th e  work­
e rs  to  be " f l e x ib l e "  fo r  th e  sake o f  more p r o f i t s 
fo r  th e  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  and now in te n d s  to  "refo rm " 
th e  e d u c a t io n a l  system  -  which undoub ted ly 
would mean le s s  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r 
th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  the  w o rk in g -c la s s  and mere 
r e a c t io n a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts .  The 
l i s t  i s  e n d le s s .

The c la s s  s tr u g g le  i s  i n te n s i f y in g  a lm ost 
everyw here and in  o rd e r  to  q u e l th e  w orking­
c la s s  and impose more s e v e re  c o n d it io n s  o f 
e x p lo i t a t io n  on i t ,  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  o f  the 
"d em o cra tic  m etro p lo s"  f in d s  i t  n e c essa ry  to 
f u r h t e r  l i m i t ,  and in  some a s p e c ts  a b o lis h , 
th e  d em o cra tic  r i g h t s  which have been won in 
th e  co u rse  o f  decades o f  s t r u g g l e .

G e n e ra lly  s p e ak in g , and i r o n i c a l l y ,  the 
b o u rg eo is  governm ents conduc t a l l  th e s e  p o l i ­
c ie s  under the  s lo g an  o f  d e fen d in g  "dem ocracy" 
o r " p a r l ia m e n ta ry  dem ocracy" o r  th e  " f r e e  w o rld " , 
e t c .  They c la im  th a t  th e  b a s is  fo r  th e  e x is te n c e 
o f  th e s e  r i g h t s  i s  th e  p a r l ia m e n t,  law and 
o rd e r  by the  p o l ic e  and s t a t e ,  and above a l l 
th e  " f r e e  e n te r p r i s e " .  And s in c e  th e  w o rk e rs, 
and th e  peop le  in  g e n e ra l ,  a re  r a i s in g  t h e i r 
v o ice  a g a in s t  th e  d a i l y - in c r e a s in g  m is e r ie s 
t h a t  the  c a p i t a l i s t  c r i s i s  has imposed on them, 
and a re  g ra d u a l ly  c a l l i n g  to  q u e s tio n  th e  e x i s t ­
in g  o rd e r  o f  a f f a i r s ,  so th ey  c la im  th a t  fo r 
th e  sake o f  s a fe g u a rd in g  th e  b a s is  o f  "democ­
rac y "  -  i . e . ,  th e  s u i t a b le  c o n d it io n s  f o r  ex­
p lo i t in g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  w orkers and the 
o p p ressed  -  th e  freedom  o f  sp eech , p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i t y ,  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o t e s t s ,  women's r i g h t s , 
e t s ,  sho u ld  be l im ite d  o r even a b o lis h e d .

These p o l i c i e s ,  o b v io u s ly , n e c e s s i t a t e  an 
a l l - s i d e d  o p p o s it io n  and d e fen ce  by th e  w orkers 
and e v e ry  d i s s id e n t  in d iv id u a l  in  th e s e  coun­
t i e s .  We have seen  many p r o te s t  movements and 
s t r u g g le s  in  t h i s  f i e l d  in  th e  l a s t  d ecad e . The 
y e a r- lo n g  s t r u g g le  o f  th e  p r i n t  w orkers in  B r i­
t a i n  fo r  t ra d e -u n io n  r i g h t s  and more r e c e n t ly 
th e  p r o te s t  by th e  F rench  s tu d e n ts  a re  j u s t  two 
ex am p les .

T here a re  two main wrong te n d e n c ie s  in  the 
l e f t  and communist o r g a n i s a t io n s  in  th e  m etro ­
p o ls  on the  approach  to  th e s e  r i g h t s  and th e 
s t r u g g le s  fo r  them .

a)T he f i r s t  and more i n f l u e n t i a l  one i s  the 
r i g h t  and p a r l i a m e n ta r i s t  tendency  which is 
r e p re s e n te d  by a lm ost a l l  the  S o c i a l i s t ,  Euro­
Communist and S t a l i n i s t  P a r t i e s ,  as w e ll  as by 
t h e i r  a s s o r t e d ,  more r a d i c a l ,  appendages. In 
one way o r  a n o th e r  th ey  do not l ik e  such p o l i ­
c ie s  o f  th e  governm ents, o r  p re te n d  so , and t ry 
to  oppose them. But s in c e  they  want to  c o n fin e 
the  o p p o s it io n  to  th e s e  p o l ic i e s  w i th in  the 
same fram e-w ork which th e  b o u rg e o is ie  d e f in e s  - 
i . e . ,  p a r l ia m e n ta ry  and l e g a l  -  t h e i r  o p p o s i­
t io n  e i t h e r  p ro v es  u s e le s s ;  o r ,  in  some c a s e s , 
when faced  w ith  a r a d i c a l  movement o f  th e  m ass­
e s ,  s id e s  w ith  th e  b o u rg eo is  o rd e r  o f  th e  day. 
When such p a r t i e s  g a in  a c c e s s  to  a l l  o r p a r t  o f 
th e  governm enta l a p p a ra tu s ,  by th e  v e ry  lo g ic  o f 
t h e i r  p a r l ia m e n ta ry ,  r e f o r m is t  and b o u rg eo is 
n a tu r e ,  end up in  a p p ly in g  s im l i a r  p o l i c i e s 
th em se lv e s . The w o rk in g -c la s s  and peo p le  in 
m e tro p ls ,  under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  such p a r t i e s , 
have l o s t  many o f  t h e i r  d em o cra tic  r ig h t s  in 
th e  r e c e n t  y e a rs .

The a n ti- im m ig ra n t  demands o f  the  French 
Communist P a r ty  a few y e a rs  ago , and th e  con­
s i s t e n t  p o l i c i e s  o f  the  Labour P a r ty  in  B r i ta in 
to g e th e r  w ith  i t s  r a d i c a l  oppendages, in  the 
l a s t  ,6 y e a r s ,  to  c o n fin e  any p r o te s t  movement 
w i th in  a l e g a l  fram e-w ork , which has r e s u l te d 
in  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  many d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  in 
B r i ta i n  a re  two con tem porary  e v id e n c e s  to  prove 
t h i s  c la im .

b)The L e f t ap p ro ach , which does n o t en joy 
any mass in f lu e n c e  a t  the  moment, bu t which i s 
a b le  to  im press and re n d e r  p a s s iv e  some o f  the 
co n sc io u s  w orkers and m i l i t a n t s  who b rea k  away 
from the  r e f o r m is t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  T h is  tendency 
g e n e ra l ly  a rg u e s  th a t  s in c e  c a p i t a l i s m  has 
reach ed  i t s  d ecad en t phase in  o ur epoch , and 
s in c e  the  f ig h t  f o r  d em o cra tic  r i g h t s  in  i t s e l f 
d o e s n o t  q u e s tio n  th e  v e ry  e x is te n c e  o f  c a p i t a l ­
ism and is  n o t im m ediate ly  s o c i a l i s t ,  i t  i s  o f 
no u s e , o r  even w orse , r e a c t io n a r y .  W orkers and 
com m unists sho u ld  not tak e  p a r t  in  such s t r u g ­
g l e s .  The L e ft Communists a re  one o f  the  s ta u n ­
c h e s t  d e fe n d e rs  o f  t h i s  ap p ro ach . They reg a rd 
th e  economic s t r u g g le  o f the  w o rk e rs, th e  r ig h t 
to  e x p re s s  o n e 's  w r i t t e n  o r spoken v iew , the 
r ig h t  to  t ra d e -u n io n  o rg a n i s a t io n ,  women's

see P.12
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