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Warships o f the Iranian Navy, coastal minesweepers SHAHRUKH[and SHAHBAZ, 
drew ship on chc occasion o f the birthday ol His Imperial Majesty the Shahanxhuh of 
Iran while in Karachi harbour during the two-day penod o f  communications drills
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later be exceeded.
In another sector, frigates and destroyers 

carried out high-speed manoeuvres with pre
cision timing. Submarines also tested theit 
skill at rapid diving, escape and tracking in 
preparation for subsequent "attacks" on war
ships and their huge "convoys".

Surface and anti-aircraft gunnery prac
tices were also conducted during this period 

ended on October 31, when ships returned to 
Karachi for final briefings before beginning 
a full-fledged convoy protection operation.

On November 2, fresh from their earlier 
practice in multinational teamwork, the ships 
again stood out to sea. As Task Force 343 
divided into several "task groups", all except 
the submarines formed a "friendly" B l.l 'li





R™1 ^ J H ^ 1 ? / ' '  ,/y*‘w rtn *l ‘ Gotninandcr of Task Force 343, disoitso the COnvoy protection operation 
w.th Colonel MvzMTei Loygar, Turkish Military Attache to Pakistan, aboard ilagstup ESSEX.
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Antisubmarine search pilots
in a ready room, where pilo
briefed, prior to taking o
many missions conducted d
around-the-clock Hight opera



battery-operated sonar. or listening, buoy* 
dropped from Iris aircraft.

Although Helsel's plane carried weapon* 
capable of delivering a deadly blow to the 
submerged enemy, a special Surface Attack 
Unit consisting of two destroyers was rushed 
to the scene. The finishing touch was applied 
at 6.00 n.m. when one of the destroyers 
"dropped”  a pattern of depth charges loaded 
with powerful explosives,

Naturally, the task force wits destined to 
sustain Josses, and indeed the first occurred 
early in the operation OU the afternoon of 
November 3, when two hypothetical merchant 
vessels steaming in the faster of the two con
voys were "sunk” , a 5,000-ton cargo ship and 
a tanker loaded with ballast.

There were also reports of sonic close







Thus rich in action; the last phase of 
MIDLINK THREE ended early on No
vember 7 when ships returned to Karachi for 
a tabulation of results. Again speaking ns 
exercise commander. Admiral Khan said dur
ing a critique that the operation had been a 
definite success. "Every officer and man de
serves a sincere WELL DONE," he said. 
Justly proud of their achievement, "all hands" 
sailed home on November 10 under the con
trol of national commanders.

Thus ended another important chapter 
in the history of the partnership of free na
tions striving together to maintain their in
dependence and security.



A gunnery crew loads an anti-aircraft gun during firing practice.

One of many swift destroyers participating in MIDLINK 1 HREE 
refuels from ESSEX.

Commander Hubert Hollins (left), Executive Officer of HMS 
ALBION, presents a plaque containing bis ship’s emblem to 
Lieutenant David Greer of ESSEX as the latter ts about to take 
off from ALBION following a brief visit towards the end of thr 
final phase of MIDLINK. THREE. This occasion served as one of 
many clear examples of mutual respect and admiration which the 
officers and men from CENTO navies praticipating in MIDLINK 
THREE showed towards one another. ESSEX refuels from Royal 

Navy tanker TIDEFLOW.
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