






V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a q .  M r .  T a h a 
M o h y e d d i n  M a a r o u f  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  f i r s t  . A f r o - A r a b 

S u m m i t  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  C a i r o  ( M a r c h  7 - 1 0 ) .

A f r o - A r a b  C o o p e r a t

I r a q i  d e l e g a t i o n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  a t  t h e 
A f r o - A r a b  S u m m i t .

F I R S T  S U M M I T  A C H I E V E S 
O U T S T A N D I N G  S U C C E S S

T h e  f i r s t  A f r o - A r a b  S u m m i t  C o n f e r e n c e 
e n d e d  i n  C a i r o  o n  M a r c h  1 0  w i t h  a  p r o 
g r e s s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  a n d  a  r e a 

l i s t i c  p r o g r a m m e  f o r  e c o n o m i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  b o t h 
a i m e d  a t  b i n d i n g  c l o s e r  n e a r l y  4 0 0  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e . 
T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  p l e d g e d  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t c  A r a b  a n d 
A f r i c a n  s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n .  T h e  A r a b  s t a t e s 
i n i t i a l l y  p r o m i s e d  c l o s e  t o  1 . 5  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  a i d 
t o  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s ,  p l u s  1 1  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  f r e e 
d o m  f i g h t e r s  i n  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .

L e a d e r s  o f  6 0  A f r i c a n  a n d  A r a b  s t a t e s ,  i n  a d 
d i t i o n  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i s a t i o n 
( P L O ) ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  4 - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t 

w a s  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  b y  6  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  a n d 
1 8  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f r o m  A f r i c a  a n d  t h e  A r a b  h o m e 
l a n d .  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  b y  2 1  h e a d s 
o f  s t a t e s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w h o ,  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e 
s i m i l a r  s t a n d  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s ,  s t r e s 
s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  p o w e r f u l  A f r o - A r a b 
a l l i a n c e  c a p a b l e  o f  f a c i n g  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d

h a r d  t a s k s  o f  l i b e r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  f i g h t 
a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m .  Z i o n i s m  a n d 
r a c i s m .

T h e  I r a q i  d e l e g a t i o n ,  l e d  b y  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
T a h a  M u h y e d d i n  M a a r o u f ,  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t 
r o l e  i n  k e e p i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  r e m a r k a b l y  d e t a c h e d 
f r o m  s i d e  i s s u e s  a n d  d i s p u t e s  t h a t  o f t e n  c h a r a c 
t e r i s e  s u c h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g a t h e r i n g s .  C o n t i n u i n g 
p r e v i o u s  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  I r a q i  d e l e g a t i o n  h e l d  b i l a t e r a l 
t a l k s  w i t h  m a n y  A f r i c a n  a n d  A r a b  l e a d e r s  a d v o c a t 
i n g  a n  o b j e c t i v e  a t t i t u d e  p a v i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  t h e 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e

A l l  t h e  h e a d s  o f  s t a t e s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t s  o r 
t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s u m 
m i t  s i g n e d  f o u r  m a j o r  d o c u m e n t s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e 
c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  t o  b e  k n o w n 
a s  t h e  C a i r o  D e c l a r a t i o n ;  t h e  A f r o - A r a b  C o - o p e r a 
t i o n  P r o g r a m m e ;  t h e  E c o n o m i c  a n d  F i n a n c i a l  D e c 
l a r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  M e c h a n i c s  o f  C o - o p e r a t i o n .

T h e  P o l i t i c a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  g a v e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  A r a b  p e o p l e  o f  P a l e s t i n e  a n d 
t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  Z i m b a b w e  ( R h o d e s i a ) .  N a m i b i a 
( S o u t h  W e s t  A f r i c a ) ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  D j i b o u t i
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________ IN T

by Abdul Razzak Fahmi

The initial aid pledged by the Arabs to their 
African brothers (over 1.5 bn. dollars) shows how 
serious the former are about furthering Afro-Arab 
relations.

These new relations, based on permanent and 
not temporary co-operation as they shall be, will 
be guided by the sound principles of fraternity, 
equality and non-interference in each others af
fairs. They stem from the common will of the 
Arab and African peoples, who are determined to 
free themselves from foreign occupation, to be 
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he Specialised Institute 
for Engineering Indus- 

I  tries (SIEI) organised a 
course on Industrial Information 

^and Documentation in Baghdad 
in January this year, in co-opera
tion with the Industrial Develop
ment Centre of Arab States 
(IDCAS) and assistance from 
UNIDO. The course had 30 parti
cipants from all the Arab count
ries. This is the first such course 
to be held in the Arab region out
side Egypt.

The S.I.E.I. was set up in the 
Ministry of Industry and Minerals 
in 1973 under a protocol signed 
with IDCAS, as a regional centre 
to provide specialised engineer
ing services to Arab industries. 
The Institute provides services in 
information and documentation, 
production technology, design, 
development, quality control and 
other fields.

Industrial information, as all 
other types of information, is of 
utmost importance to Arab count
ries which are determined to

Industrial Information 
vital for 
decision - making

push forward their industries to 
join the mainstream of technolo
gical progress. Because of the 
•apid pace of developments tak- 
.ng place, the industrial planners, 
managers, techonolgists and en
gineers are hard-pressed to take 
decisions quickly and in a short 
time. These decisions will have 
far-reaching effect on the deve
lopment of the region as a whole. 
In the fast moving world of to 
day. taking decisions based on 
one's own hunch, or the infor
mation furnished by a supplier of 
industrial products, may prove to 
be too dangerous, and even fatal 
for the project in the long run. 
Therefore, the decision makers 
should have immediate access to 
the latest information on all as
pects of the problem —  objective 
and properly evaluated — as an 
aid to decision-making.

While faced with the phenome
non of information explosion, a 
decision maker may find it hard, 
and even impossible to put his 
finger on the right information he 
needs, just when he needs it. It 
is just to provide help in this vital 
area that the information and 
documentation services are being 
developed in the region. The 
function of these services is to 
scan, to sift, to select, to acquire, 
to store, to retrieve and to dis
seminate the latest information to 
those who need it, just when 
they need it, whether they ask 
for it  or not.

Documentation and informa
tion system is a mechanism that 
the scientific community in gene
ral and industries in particular 
have found to grapple with the 
problem of information explosion 
and technological obsolescence.

Iraq loday

Documentation systems are 
aimed at control and use of the 
ideas contained in the ever grow
ing document literature on a 
worldwide scale. Documentation 
is designed to put knowledge to 
work by concentrating on the 
nascent micro-thought contained 
in reports, periodicals, patents, 
trade literature and other micro
documents.

The benefits of documentation 
service to science and industry 
in general, and to the nation in 
particular are many. These may 
be summarised as under:

•  It helps scientists, engineers 
and managers to keep themselves 
up-to-date.

•  It saves the time and effort 
of the users of the service in 
searching for information.

Iraq Today

•  It eliminates unintended 
duplication of research. For ex
ample several US firms spent 
more than US S 1.000.000 on an 
unsuccessful research effort only 
to discover that a solution had 
already been reported in a Soviet 
journal.

•  It helps introduce new tech
niques. methods and devices in 
research and production, thus re
sulting in considerable savings. 
For example, by adopting a tech
nique for increasing the life of 
coolants in machine tools, a ma
chine tool factory in India saved 
about US S 60.000 per annum.

•  It can find information 
quickly, objectively and on a 
worldwide search of sources to 
solve specific problems in indus
try. For example, a timely help in

locating an expert from abroad 
for a new cement factory under 
erection in Iraq to solve the pro
blem due to a defective weld in 
the cement kiln under erection 
helped the factory to keep to its 
schedule of starting. A delay of 
one day in the schedule would 
have resulted in a loss of consi
derable amount in terms of daily 
production. Incidentally, this ser
vice was rendered by the Docu
mentation and Information Divi
sion of the Institute.

•  It provides a guide to the 
ever expanding subject fields and 
suggests areas for further re
search.

•  It helps multi-disciplinary 
diffusion of new techniques and 
methods.

Rendering such a service needs 
personnel with calibre and train- 
ning in the techniques of docu
mentation and use of modern 
equipment and gadgets like com
puters. Facilities for such train
ing are still not available in the 
Arab region, though steps are 
being taken to create them soon

The Baghdad training course, 
spread over three weeks, was 
conducted by internationally 
known experts with wide exper
ience from UNIDO and the Insti
tute. The course was in the form 
of lectures and group-discussions 
and used audio-visual aids ex
tensively.

The Institute has plans to ex
pand its services including infor
mation and documentation ser
vices. It will have its own build
ing, laboratories and library. It is 
at present issuing an Engineering 
Technical Information Bulletin 
once in two months, to report to 
the engineers in industries about 
the latest developments in en
gineering. Also an enquiry service 
to supply information on specific 
problems is being operated. Per
iodical visits are made to indus
tries to study their problems and 
information needs.

Zuhair al-Khatab 
(Specialised Institute for 
Engineering Industries).
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U ntil the close of 19th Century. Eritrea 
maintained her independence for about 
700 years. The Ottoman Turks, however, 

occupied a narrow strip of costal land in 1557, but 
most part of Eritrea remained as an independent 
country. The Eritrean historians claim that their 
country has never been an integral part of the old 
Ethiopian Empire. To substantiate their claim they 
cite, among others, the following authoritative 
sources:
1 The Europeans who first set foot on Eritrea 

in 1500 A.D. stated that it was an independ
ent country ruled by a chief called "Bahri 
Negassi" (the Lord of the Sea) who used to 
be very often at war with the kings of neigh
bouring Ethiopia

The Historical 
i Background of E ri

a Treaty of Friendship and C
concluded in 1889 between t
Emperor Menelik of Showa,
Emperor Haile Sellassie. Und
confirmed that Eritrea was no
Italy was invited to complet
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N E W S  IN P IC TU R E S

During his visit to Iraq, Prince Ghulam Reza Pahlavi (right), brother of Shah of Iran, called on President 
\hmed Hassan a1-Bakr on March 6 at the Presidential Palace.

Mr. Edward Kowalczyk, Polish Communications Minister (left) and Mr. Saadoun Gbaidan, Iraqi Communications 
Minister, signing minutes of bilateral co-operation in communication and telecommunication in Baghdad on 
March 9.

Mr. Adnan Hussein, Iraqi Minister of Planning (right) receiving a Turkish delegation headed by Mr. Abdul 
Karim Dogru, Minister of Technology and Industry of Turkey, in Baghdad on March 5.

Mr. Claude Wagner (left), leader of the Canadian Progressive Conservative Party Parliamentary delega
tion, called on Mr. Tareq Aziz, Iraqi Minister of Information in Baghdad on March 9.
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It is worth recalling here that elections were 
held under British Administration.

The new Parliament ratified the federation 
scheme as suggested by the United Nations on 
May 14, 1952, and the draft constitution was ad
opted on July 10, 1952.

The Eritrean Constitution provided safeguards 
for the institutions, traditions, religions and lang
uages (Arabic and Tigrigna) of the inhabitants of 
Eritrea.
Violations of Autonomy

The federal authority of Ethiopia started vio
lating the provisions of UN resolution and Eritrean 
constitution right from the beginning. Upon the 
withdrawal of British troops Ethiopian forces were 
despatched to Eritrea to occupy main towns and 
key places as early as in 1952.

In 1953 the provisions of Eritrean constitu
tion regarding fundamental rights were violated by 
invoking federal laws: the activities of labour un
ions were suppressed and freedom of the press 
curbed. Subsequently the powers of Eritrean 
Courts and the Chief Executive were also cur
tailed.

September, 1961,'fo r attaining
ence.

Attempts at assassination
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in October, 1961. In July. 196
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base on the island of Harat 28 miles off the port 
of Musawwa. Furthermore, tens of Zionist mili
tary personnel took charge of training special units 
of the Ethiopian forces.

Such being the case, it was not feasible or 
useful for the Ethiopian people to revert to the 
UN in spite of the fact that the international orga
nization was legally responsible for the Ethiopian 
occupation of Eritrea. Hence it chose the armed 
war of liberation to achieve its independence.

Choosing the battlefield for settlement was 
based on a series of facts asserting the absurdity 
of relying on other means not only because of 
the impossibility of the Ethiopian regime renounc
ing its ambitions, but also because of having these 
ambitions interlaced and consolidated with the 

American and Zionist designs
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Eritrean revolution and the
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Zionist Military lows negate democracy for Palestinians

A re the leaders in India and China, Tanzania 
and Turkey all Jewish haters? "UN at a 
moral bottom level!", it says in the edi

torials of Western newspapers about the 87 count

And therefore the UN
was a European club, that
Western Asia should be
Salome’s fashion. 30 years
Britain had promised them
decided, led by a Norwegi
the population "newcomer
have 56 per cent of the l
the cultivable land. Even t
5.5 per cent.

UN's Afro-Asian mino
demanded what the UN’s 
Rights says: Referendum. T
voted against the demand. 
UN’s own principles has 
dare to speak of "UN at a b

Zionism 



“Raid on Entebbe” 
Falsification par 
Excellence !

T he "best" (or, rather, the least nauseat
ing) of the Entebbe film appears to be 
"Raid on Entebbe" which stars Peter Finch 

(who died in January) as Yitzhak Rabin, the Zionist 
Prime Minister.

The film, which describes the "Israeli" attack on 
Entebbe airport last summer, is similar to the film 
"Exodus" in that it falsifies and glorifies Zionist 
actions. Throughout the film, the Palestinian com
mandos who held more than 100 "Israelis" hostage 
at Entebbe were referred to as "terrorists and 
murderers". Members of the "Israeli" Cabinet, 
on the other hand, were depicted as good, kind, 
noble people who would not trust "teirorists" to 
negotiate honourably. In point of fact, however, 
the real terrorists are the "Israeli" government which 
is guilty of countless Nazi-like atrocities in the 
occupied territories as well as the slaughter of 
many hundreds of innocent civilians in Lebanese 
villages and Palestinian refugee camps. In addition, 
most of "Israel’s" present-day leaders are former 
terrorists whose bestial acts were partly respon
sible for the establishment of the Jewish state.

For the general public. "Raid on Entebbe" 
would be a fairly exciting film if it were fictional, 
but, as it pretends to be a factual account of 
events, it is nothing but Zionist propaganda.

It was only to be expected that there would 
be the usual references to the past sufferings of 
the Jews, for, no Zionist propaganda is complete 
without this. Sure enough, one hostage compared 
events at Entebbe to what had happened to the 
Jews at Auschwitz and reference was made to 
what the Nazis had done to the Jews. In the so- 
called "official Israeli" version, "Entebbe Opera
tion Thunderbird", there is similar distortion. The 
director of the film. Menahem Golan, was reported 
in The Observer magazine of 16th January as say
ing: "I stress the connection between what the 
Nazis did and what the terrorists are doing to Jews 
today” . The article added that "one of the Germans 
at Entebbe read names from a list and the Jews 
were separated from the other hostages. 'Left for 
life, right for the ovens', as he put it". This is 
sheer, wicked nonsense, for. it was only the 
"Israelis" who were singled out and. in fact, 
some Jews who were not "Israelis" were re
leased. It is. of course common Zionist practice

to confuse deliberately the words "Jew " and 
"Israefi" and also to portray the Jews as a poor, 
suffering, persecuted people, while the Palestinians 
are compared to Nazis, although, in fact, it  is the 
other way round.

The film showed the "Israeli" Cabinet deciding 
that the raid on Entebbe must take place in order 
to avoid a repetition of the massacre at Munich in 
1972. What was not explained —  and has never 
been explained by the Zionists or the Western 
media —  was that the deaths at Munich were 
entirely due to the Zionist refusal to negotiate.

The Zionist insistence on a shoot-out at 
Munich was bound to result in a "massacre", but, 
contrary to the impression created, the Zionists 
will willingly sacrifice Jewish lives if it  suits their 
purpose. This was made abundantly clear by the 
Zionist pretence to negotiate at Ma'alot when, in 
fact, (as was described by the "Israeli" Press al
though the majority of the Western media re
mained silent) the behaviour of the "Israeli" go
vernment caused the deaths which occurred.

The film did not once comment on the viola
tion of Ugandan territory nor the Ugandan soldiers 
who were murdered in the "operation” . All that 
seemed to matter were Jewish lives. The reason 
why the hi-jackers were prepared to sacrifice 
(and, indeed, did sacrifice) their lives was not 
mentioned. It was as if the Zionists had every justi
fication for their actions while the Palestinians had 
none. The only references to the Palestinian strug
gle were mocking ones. For example, the actor 
playing the part of General Amin spoke of Zionist 
imperialism and the denial of Palestinian rights but 
he was made to talk with an inane grin on his face 
and was made to appear such a clownish figure 
that, inevitably, nothing he said could be taken 
seriously.

Although, to anyone who knows the truth, 
the film was nothing but the usual sickening Zion
ist propaganda, it will, unhappily, be swallowed 
contentedly as fact by the ignorant, uninformed. 
Western public. The Zionist suppression and dis
tortion of the facts is obvious when one reads, in 
The Observer article (by Alan Read) that: "The 
story of the 5.000 mile round flight from "Israel" 
and the lightning attack could stand in the Old 
Testament alongside the exploits of David and 
Joshua".

he confidential memorandum to the go- 
vernment written by the Ministry of In-

I  terior's representative in Galilee, Israel 
Koenig, raised a storm in "Israel" when it  was 
leaked and published in the Mapam paper al- 
Hamishmar on September 7. The report expressed

W e Should 
Feel Indebted 
to  H err K oenig!

fear that "Israeli" control of Galilee would be jeo
pardized by Arab population growth and recom
mended extreme measures to limit the growth. 
The author predicted that by 1978 the Arab popu
lation in northern Galilee, the vital area bordering 
Syria and Lebanon, would have increased by 43% 
to 51%. To reverse this trend he proposed that 
Arabs should be deprived of child welfare benefits 
and that Arab youth should be encouraged to emi
grate, by restricting their admission to schools and 
by limiting the Arab work force by 20% of the 
total. (Israeli Mirror, 5 November, 1976).

Many people, even the worst sort of Arab- 
haters are still in the huff about the Koenig report. 
Their reactions range from mild tut-tuts to growls 
of anger and condemnation.

FACTS ABOUT PALESTINE

Henry Kissinger

Such hypocntical reactions are understand
able from the Zionists and their Western fans. The 
redoubtable Koenig (the fellow must be a German) 
came to be an embarrassment to them, to say the 
least. Only last year, they were bursting at the 
seams with indignation and righteous wrath about 
the UN 'slur' (as they call it) . They swore by the 
beard of Herzl and the cherubic head of Golda that 
no. they did not consider other people as non
people. and no no, no, they were not racist. Then 
this Koenig fellow comes along and, in his forth
right German way, lets the cat out of the bag, the 
stink bag of a racist's putrid mind.

However, whether this was one of the many 
Zionist theatrical shows' or a real sorry show of 
racialism, is not for us to worry about. It is for 
the Zionists and their adoring Western intellectuals 
to worry about. Indeed, we Arabs should feel 
grateful to Dr. Koenig. As a matter of fact, anyone 
who detests the sham and the subterfuge should 
feel indebted to the fellow: at least he did not 
mince his words. His signal came loud and dear: 
he admitted that the Zionists kill the Arabs be
cause they regard them as "non-people". So therel

24 Iraq Today
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Don’t get me wrong please. Our gratitude 
should not go to Koenig because he has demon
strated to the defenders of Zionism in the West 
Wat they talk absolute rubbish when they express 
their horror at the mere thought that Zionism could 
be called racist. Those fans, defenders and apolo
gists, are beyond redemption. They are either idio- 

cally blind or cynically committed.
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which are the Thuluth and the 
Naskh. These two calligraphists 
prominently figure in the tree of 
Arabic calligraphy which is traced 
to Hassan al-Basri and finally to 
the fourth Caliph, Ali Ibn Abi 
Taleb.

Ibnil Bawab polished, refined 
and developed the style of Ibn 
Mukkla. His school of calligraphy 
was copied by many generations 
of artists until the present day.

Ibnil Bawab, who wrote a trea
tise in verse on calligraphy excel
led in geometry which explains 
his mastery of art. Once he forged 
a part of a copy of the Koran 
which was written by Ibn Mukkla. 
He was rewarded, because no 
body could distinguish the hand 
of the master from the apprentice. 
It is interesting to know that pa

A verse from the Koran — 
written in Diwani and Farisi 
styles
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ligraphy reached the acme of per
fection. Its rules got firmer, many 
masters contributed to preserv

the letter
manner, 
emerged.
suppleme
is seen in
the Kora
However,
in Arabe
attributab
artists to
decorative
ning or a

An A
nine hun
beauty of
manded b
proportion
the heart
an equal d
ing and p
word, and



A feast of dance
music and histri
in Baghdad

by Hamdi Kadouri

B aghdad has had a busy 
artistic season in Feb
ruary, rich in its variety 

of performances given by some 
prominent visiting artists. A clas
sical Japanese Dance Recital, on 
11 February at the Sha’ab Hall, 

famous Japanese artist Seshu 
Shigayama with the participation 
of yet another outstanding instru
mentalist, the Koto virtuoso, Mi
yoshi Hoshida. Both were ap
pearing for the first time in a

joint rec
under th
try of In

The p
nese tra



POETRY The A nci

by Badir Sh. Assayyab

One evening in ihe outlaying crowded cafe
My eyes languidly watched
Faces, hands, feet and flames
The clock, laughing the noise to scorn,
Went beating — I heard the shades of song 

shadows of song
Sighing forth from the pick-up whirling 
a vortex worn out, tubercular, 
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