




Iraq ,V enezuela  R eaffirm
D eterm in atio n  to  S tre n g th e n  OPEC

^  President Bakr and Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez

raq and Venezuela, two 
founding members of 
the Organization of 

Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), have reaffirmed their 
determination to further streng
then the organization.

The two sides also expressed 
their conviction that this required 
a wider measure of unity and co
operation among the organiza
tion's member-countries, taking 
into account the role that could 
be played by the organization in

creating a new international eco
nomic order.

Both sidhs expressed their 
support for any effort conducive 
to making the Indian Ocean and 
its natural extensions a zone of 
peace and security. They upheld 
the role of the Non-aligned move
ment and its contribution to 
world peace and relaxation of in
ternational tensions.

In a joint communique issued 
on May 3 at the conclusion of 
a four-day state visit to Iraq by

the Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez and his talks with 
President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, 
the two sides also agreed on the 
necessity of exchanging visits of 
delegations between their res
pective countries for "defining the 
possibilities of cooperation in cul
tural, technical, economic and 
other fields".

Iraq and Venezuela also ex
pressed satisfaction at the im
portant contribution being made 
by the special fund of OPEC to 
the development of economies of

the developing countries, and at 
the decision adopted by the OPEC 
Ministerial Committee on financ
ial and monetary affairs at its 
recent meeting in Vienna.

The two sides expressed 
genuine desire to promote bila
teral relations on the basis of 
mutual respect and reciprocal 
benefit.

Both Iraq and Venezuela ex
changed views on international 
issues of common interest. They 
underlined adherence to the prin
ciples and objectives of the U.N. 
Charter.

The two sides also renewed 
the desire of their respective 
countries for cooperation with 
other raw-material exporting

countries in their endeavour to 
achieve fair and beneficial prices 
for their expons. In this respect, 
the two sides reaffirmed pre
paredness to contributing to the 
creation of OPEC-like organiza
tions by the raw material pro
ducers.

The two sides underlined the 
need for effective policies to pre
serve hydro-carbonic resources. 
In this regard, they considered 
it appropriate for OPEC to initiate 
a study of the natural gas prob
lem with a view to formulating 
policy lines consonant with the 
principle of preserving gas as 
well as with the states and inter
national bodies and working out 
a policy for pricing gas export.

PRESIDENT BAKR’S MESSAGE TO 
PEACE BUILDERS’ CONFERENCE

Conspiracy against A rab
hom eland exposed

resident Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, in a 
special message, greeted the international 
Conference of Peace Builders which con

vened in Warsaw. Poland, on May 6, and wished 
the conference every success in its efforts for pro
moting the consolidation and solidarity among the 
forces of benevolence and progress and warding 
off the attempts of aggression and oppression 
against mankind.

In his mesage which was read out at the 
opening session of the conference. President Bakr 
said that the conspiracy carried out in Lebanon 
was the main link in the chain of reactionary- 
zionist-imperialist plotting against our Arab nation 
with a view to perpetuating aggression and foreign 
occupation of Arab homeland and continuing plun
der of our natural resources.

Following is the full text of President Bakr’s 
message:

On behalf of the people and government of the 
Republic of Iraq and in my name I deem it a 
pleasure to greet you and wish you all success in 
your noble efforts to serve the righteous objectives 
of the world peace movement

Yo’ur conference convenes in historical circum
stances that are both critical and grave. The forces 
of imperialism, Zionism, racism and reaction have 
been compelled to retreat in many countries of 
the world under the successful blows of the na
tional liberation movements of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. They have also come under pressure

from European public opinion that equally nurtures 
ambitions for establishing order and stability. Fur
ther, those forces are confronted with a rising cres
cendo of the strident voices of free men around 
the world condemning war mongers, adventurists 
and monopolists.

These evil forces are today trying to tilt 
the scales in their favour and rob progressive hu
manity of the important gains achieved along the 
road of consolidating peace, progress, democracy 
and social justice.

Our Arab region is now witnessing the inten
sification of the Zionist onslaught with the latter 
receiving political, military and economic support 
from the United States of America and its reac
tionary and counterrevolutionary allies. In Lebanon, 
the conspiracy that has been underway for two 
years remains without any equitable solution that 
safeguards to the Palestine revolution the right of 
struggle for recovering the occupied homeland and 
that protects the democratic accomplishments of 
the patriotic and progressive movement of the 
Lebanese people. This conspiracy is but one of the 
main links in the chain of the American-Zionist- 
reactionary plot against our Arab nation. This plot 
aims at perpetuating foreign occupation of Arab 
land, continued pillage of our natural resources and 
the staging of a come-back of imperialistic in
fluence. whose major footholds have been liquidated 
in the region —  particularly in Iraq since the nation
alisation of oil on June 1, 1972.

The settlement formulas currently dished up 
for the so-called Middle East crisis stand no chance 
of success as long as they ignore the right of the 
people of Palestine to return to its land, excercise 
self-determination there, liberate all occupied Arab 
territories and liquidate the hot-bed of aggression 
that is jeopardising not only the security of our 
region but also world peace. Militant fighters for 
peace, progress and decent life around the world 
are called upon to heighten their solidarity with 
the Arab revolutionary movement which is fighting 
for liberation, fpr equitable peace in our region and 
for the creation o( a united democratic socialist

The deteriorating conditions in the Arab region 
are closely connected with the invasion to which 
independent African states are exposed at the 
hands of foreign mercenaries. These mercenaries 
are trained and equipped by foreign intelligence 
services expressly for undermining the gains of the 
African people and placing Africans once more in 
fetters. Quite apart from the presence of odious 
racist regimes in Rhodesia, Namibia and South 
Africa the national liberation movement in the Afri
can continent is made the target of an imperialist 
scheme implemented by an alliance of reactionary 
regimes. These regimes are making a desperate 
attempt to stem the tide of the massive African 
advance towards political and economic indepen
dence and the building of a new free life.

While condemning the imperialist intrusion 
into the affairs of the upsurging African continent, 
we should caution against all forms of imperialistic 
plotting carried out behind diverse fronts and under 
excuses that stand to be rejected.

As a Non-aligned country, Iraq relentlessly 
battles against imperialist aggression and maintains 
firm struggle against all forms of racial discrimina
tion, monopoly exploitation of natural resources 
and the human dignity of peoples. Further, under 
the leadership of the Arab Baath Socialist Party

and the forces operating under the banner of the 
Patriotic Progressive National Front, our country 
is striving for substituting cooperation, equality, and 
justice for all patterns of exploitative concessions, 
monoplistic thieving and the practices of the multi
national corporations. The ultimate purpose is the 
creation of a new international economic order 
yielding common benefits to peoples of all contin-

The teeming millions of the world who have 
been elated with the successful efforts of restrain
ing the nuclear monster and pulling off its deadly 
fangs, are viewing with mounting concern the ef
forts of neo-fascism to torpedo peaceful co
existence. strain the international situation and 
deadlock the talks underway for ending the arma
ment race and for banning nuclear and other mass 
extermination weapons. The latter amounts to a 
universal demand to which humanity tenaciously 
holds in defence of its security and its right to 
live a happy life free from persecution, oppression 
and fear.

Those who are beating their breasts over what 
they call human rights, have themselves, more 
than any one else, abused human rights and man’s 
dignity. They have meanly trampled underfoot the 
aspirations and legitimate ambitions of peoples and 
have been, and still are, perpetrating the most out
rageous crimes everywhere in the world and in 
the Third World in particular. Human rights cannot 
conceivably be safeguarded by the world capitalist 
system that is grounded on aggression, exploita
tion and discrimination; they can only flourish in 
the climate of freedom, socialism, peace, right and 
equality which is what we want for our contempo
rary world.

In conclusion, I should like to wish the Warsaw 
Conference all success in galvanising efforts, ce
menting solidarity between the forces of peace 
and progress and deterring the forces of darkness, 
aggression and coercion.



he first of May has 
come to be regarded in 

9 contemporary history as 
the symbol of struggle and unity I 
of the working class thioughout I 
the world. It is historically linked 
with the struggle against capital
ism; against the latter's exploita
tion and oppression which led to 
the emergence of workers orga
nisations defending their rights 
for dignified living conditions. 
Consequently, workers all over 
the world have been the spear
head of social, economic and 
political change in many count
ries. In the Arab region, the 
working class had its share in 
this respect, in effecting a social
ist trend in our society towards 
building a better life for the peo
ple.

Mr. Michel Aflaq, Secretary 
General of the Arao Baath Social
ist Party (ABSP), defined the 
position of the working class in 
the Arab revolutionary movement 
and the attitude of the Party to 
this militant class when he 
wrote: "We cannot be socialists 
and lay claim to socialism while 
keeping the role of the working 
class limited and controlled, and 
viewing it as though it were not 
organically linked with us. We 
are part of the working class. 
Real socialists regard themselves 
as part of the working class. 
Socialist rule is the one which is

character of the workers' role and 
defined the nature and historical 
phases of their advance forward. 
The Arab working class has al
ways embodied, in practice, the 
will of the Arab nation for deci
sive struggle for overcoming all 
the contradictions involved in the 
Arab social reality throughout the 
phases of the development of the 
struggle. The bitter fight against 
imperialism, racism, Zionism, ex
ploitation and backwardness re
ports the continuity of this strug-

achieved only by a revolution 
through transformation of the 
existing reality. "Arab unity can

oe achieved only it it is a com
batant unity; only if the people 
in their overwhelming majority 
are armed and defend unity by 
force of arms".

Proceeding from this prin
cipled ideology, one can conclude 
that the working class is the fun
damental revolutionary instru
ment for achieving the aim of 
liberation; and is also the major 
builder of unity. Armed struggle 
cannot attain its full revolutionary 
character unless ’ts giass-roots 
and leadership belonged to the 
working class.

Furthermore, the ABSP main
tains that the working class is

the mainstay of the hunianitanan 
character of the nationalist, libe- 
rationist, socialist revolution, and 
the organic link between the Arab 
revolution and the national libe
ration and socialist revolution 
throughout the world, because 
the toiling class, as pointed out 
by Mr. Aflaq, is 'humanitarian in 
its nature, instinct and daily 
practice; and is dedicated to hu
manism and fratarnity among 
peoples".

Hence, by virtue of its ideo
logy, nature of struggle, and 
composition, the ABSP is bound 
to be the party of the working 
class leading the Arab revolu
tion.

led by the working class, view
ing its potentials in the future 
rather than its shortcomings at 
the present; viewing what it can 
give and create in the life of the 
nation and in the battle of des
tiny".

With this clear-cut scientific 
outlook, the ABSP, since its in
ception, has linked national 
struggle with that of the working 
class after succeeding in reveal
ing the essence of the conflicts 
and contradictions in Arab exist
ing society more than quarter of 
a century ago, and defined the 
role of its vanguards, the working

The Arab revolutionary ideo
logy has stressed the leading

gle.

In his book "On Arab Revolu
tionary Policy Before and After 
the Setback", Dr. Elias Farah, 
member of the ABSP's National 
Leadership, says: "The role of the 
Arab working class in the con
temporary Arab revolution is that 
of persistent expression ol the 
nation's interests in their nega
tive and positive aspects; and the 
role of persistent preparedness 
for leading the revolution in the 
phase of full accomplishment 
when all the revolution's contin
gents and forces get exhausted 
and the greatest burden is 
shouldered by the working class".

Dr. Farah adds: "While the 
working class, by virtue of its 
objective conditions, is the pio
neering revolutionary class, its- 
role in the contemporary Arab 
revolution is a principal one be
cause the Arab revolution is an 
embodiment of the unity of the 
classes, groups and individuals 
working together to achieve the 
aims of this land"

Mr. Aflaq emphasises that Arab 
unity can be built only by toilers; 
and socialism can be achieved 
only under the leadership of the 
working class. Arab unity can be

The ABSP nistory is replete 
with stances interlinking the con
cepts of freeing ine working class 
from exploitation and introducing 
socialism.,In 1951, the socialist 
thought of the Party ushered in 
the stage of discussing the for
mulas for providing the workers 
and peasants with better condi
tions for struggle and also the 
effective means for compelling 
the then ruling groups in some 
Arab countries to yield to the
demands and pressures of the
working class. Through a series 
of relentless battles the Party 
was able to win (or the working 
class in Syria an amendment of
the labour laws. In Iraq, during 
the strike of the workers of a 
private cigarette company in 
1953, and that of oil workers in 
Basrah, the Party stood by the 
workers and supported their de
mands.

The struggle of the Arab work
ing class is dialectically connec
ted with national struggle. This 
connection was defined by the 
ABSP on the occasion of the
first of May, 1956, as under:

"The workers' problem today 
is the problem of the Arab people 
throughout the homeland. It  is 
the political problem arising as a 
result of imperialists' interference 
and their continued efforts for 
maintaining their domination, in
fluence, interests and ambitions, 
as represented in the reactionary

political oppression practised by 
ruling groups through confisca
tion of public liberties, crippling 
party, trade union and social or
ganisations, and restricting free
dom of thought and publication. 
It is the economic as well as 
the social problem. In face of the 
fact that the workers' question is 
an integral part of the general na
tional question, we assert that 
the present struggle of the work
ers for the improvement of work
ing conditions, raising their living 
standard, achieving social justice 
and a better life for them, all this 
is closely linked with the Arab 
people's struggle for the libera
tion of the Arab nation'.

Under the socialist revolution 
of July 17, 1968, led by the 
ABSP, Iraqi workers have been 
able to achieve many gains. Dur
ing the past eight years a num
ber of labour legislations and 
significant achievements have 
been accomplished. Labour Law 
No. 151 of 1970 and its three 
subsequent amendments. Pens
ion and social security for work
ers Law No. 39 of 1971; Deci
sion No. 786 of 1973 and 95 of 
1974 raising the minium wage 
and living cost allowances for 
workers and employees; Decision 
No. 125 of 1974 on appointment 
of workers, and others have en
sured the workers of full protec
tion of their rights and of a de
cent life.

Through such legislations, the 
government has fulfilled its unre
served commitment to the labour 
movement. The government has 
also granted the labour class free
dom of forming trade union orga
nisations in a manner enabling 
them to shoulder their responsi
bility in society buildup; develop
ing their talents and creative ini
tiatives; running, controlling and 
implementing economic projects 
and plans; and carrying out their 
vanguard role in elaborating and 
promoting the State's policy as 
well as effectively participating 
in the Arab and world liberation 
movements.



USURPATIO N O F PA LESTIN E

Behind the smokescreen 
deceptive diplomacy

by M. Sadeq Ali

E ver since the Balfour Declaration of 
November 2. 1917, the Zionist settlers had 
been preparing themselves to colonise 

Palestine and set up there a racist and aggressive 
political entity. The anglo-US imperialists saw in it 
a bridgehead to control Asian and African wealth 
and manpower. A two-tier modus operandi for ac
complishing this task was drawn up: first, to change 

givers nor the receivers we
deal got the sanction of the

The conspiracy to chan
tern of Palestine started righ
of the Balfour Declaration 
Powers when the Zionists fr
grating into Palestine In 192
protested this calculated col
land by racist aliens who w
ing them out of land, trade
fields of economic activitie



By Mohieddin Ismail

I l  seems that the first systematic contacts 
between the British Government and the 
Zionist movement started in 1839, when 

Lord Palmerston, who was one of the arch archi
tects of British imperialist policy, engaged himself 
in "inviting'’ the Jews to Palestine. At that time 
Lord Palmerston gave his advice that the Jews 
should be encouraged to settle in Palestine under 
the protection of Britain. In 1902 Joseph Chamber- 
lain repudiated the grounds of the scheme of Pal
merston, and proposed that the Jewish question 
must be solved sympathetically and practically, 
since the British Government could do nothing for 
the Jews in Palestine, which was then under the 
Ottoman Sultanate, so he proposed a tract of land, 
on the threshold of Palestine: "Sinai” or an 
"Egyptian Palestine" according to the British 
Government.

Justice vs. Self-int

British Government that the
of the Jewish question is to
the "Jewish National Hom
migration to Jews of all cou
joy full national political civ
be granted to the "Jewish C
ment to be accorded to the 
the Hebrew language to b

Immediately after the is
tion. the Zionists launched 
paign in the United States. T
gressive bellicose state of 
exercise troubles and terr
afraid of suppression, and s
settlement, nor does any se
within the confines of Pale
the meagre number of the Z



Non-Aligned
Nations Telecommunications
Experts M eet in Baghdad

xperts from 12 Non- 
aligned countries met in 
Baghdad on May 2-6 to 

discuss the prospects of effi
cient application of telecommuni
cations and proper use of con
tacts via 'satellites for the flow 
of news despatches among the 
Non-aligned nations.

Mr, Taha Yassin Hassan. Min
istry of Information Undersecre
tary, told the gathering, held in 
implementation of a resolution 
passed by the 1976 Colombo 
Non-aligned Summit Conference, 
that Iraq was fully prepared to 
provide whatever facilities neces
sary towards information coordi
nation among the Non-aligned 
states with view to promoting 
their informative and technologi

cal strength in a manner agreeing 
with their political and strategic 
importance. He expressed con
fidence that these meetings "will 
come up with fruitful, positive 
results leading to enhancing the 
communications media within the 
community".

"There is every reason to indi
cate that our present meetings 
are capable of developing means 
of closer contacts among the 
Non-aligned nations and of thre
shing out all difficulties", he said.

During the meeting the experts 
discussed, inter alia, the gather
ing of information and data, the 
question of tariff on press tele
grams within the framework of 
bilateral or multi-lateral co-opera-

tion among the group of the Non- 
aligned nations and proposals on 
ways and means to achieve opti
mum utilization of the existing 
means of contacts including com
munications via satellites to en
sure speedy flow of news dis
patches.

The Iraqi delegation to the 
meetinn' submitted a report on 
telecommunications system in 
Iraq and with foreign countries.

The meeting adopted several 
recommendations aiming at bol
stering the mass media of Non- 
aligned countries. These recom
mendations will be submitted to 
the community's Coordination 
Council prior to the next summit
conference to be held in
Havana, Cuba, in 1979.
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A Britisher’s C

Try to unde
Arab positio
own interest

What does an average Britisher say about the 
sinister Balfour Declaration and what does he say 
about the consequences of that declaration? Why 
does a common Westerner call upon the nations 

The city of Baghdad,
gone tremendous transfor
it is now virtually imposs
its old areas as a result o



Ready for the day

Iraq Youth Cham pions
of Asia

t was a hero's welcome. 
The triumphant Iraqi 
Youth rootball Team 

stepped down from the special 
jet which brought them from the 
Iranian capital only to be mobbed 
by thousands of cheering fans. 
Enthusiastic masses rushed to 
the Baghdad International Airport 
on a sunny day of 29th of April 
to greet the victorious young 
footballers who gallantly snatched 
the golden cup from the soccer 
teams participating in the 19th 

Asian Youth Football Tourna-

The Acting Minister of Youth 
Affairs and Minister of Informa
tion. Mr. Tareq Aziz, welcomed 
the Asian champions home.
The final 4-3 win over the Iranian 

Youth Team at Aryamahr -Stad
ium, Teheran, before a sizeable 
100,000 spectators, came at the 
closing minutes of the match. It

was a great performance by the 
Iraqi youth soccer stars. The mil
lions of TV viewers outside the 
stadium also enjoyed every 
second of the 90-minu’ e tense 
encounter which was dominated 
by the visitors at the homeground 
of their rivals.

The match was full of life from 
kick-off to the final whistle. Short 
pass, correct anticipation, fast 
and coordinated movement to 
build waves of attacks and finally 
utilisation of each and every gap 
in the goal mouth were the main 
features of the Asian match. On 
many occasions the Asian Youth 
finalists even rose to the Europ
ean standards.

The Iranians were the first to 
score a goal, but this did not up
set our team. They mounted se
veral coordinated attacks- in 
search for an equaliser. Their 
extraordinary efforts were

crowned with success in the 29th 
minute when right wing Hussein 
Le'iby netted home the morale
booster (1-1). Spurred by this 
goal, the Iraqi team put all their 
weight in attack which paid divi
dend in the 37th minute (2-1).

A t half-time the Iraqis were 
leading (2-1).

The Iranians however came 
back to the play in the 13th mi
nute after the breather when they 
converted a precious • penalty 
(2-2). But the Iraqis who were 
really playing the champions' 
match, once again went into 
lead; centre forward Hussein 
Sa'eed stormed the Iranian net 
when the ball bounched after 
hitting the bar with the Iranian 
custodian completely beaten 
(3-2).

The Iranians, who were the joint 
holders of the 17th Championship

with Iraq, staged a comeback 
once again and the action- 
packed match seemed to end in 
3-3 draw. But the superior Iraqis 
were determined to have it their
way and deservingiy so. Hussein
Saeed headed home the all-

important trophy-winner when he 
got a lovely lob off a foul kick 
(4-3) taken by the Iraqi captain, 
Ayad Mohammad Ali.

President Receives Champions

On their return to Baghdad, the

Asian Youth Football Champions 
got encouragement from Presid
ent Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr who 
received them in a special aud
ience at the Presidential Palace 
on May 2. The members of the 
team also received special prizes



Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez (left) decorated President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr on April 30 with the 
Simon-Bolivar Medal, the highest Venezuelan Order, during the former’s recent visit to Iraq.

Dr. Zaid Haider, member of the Nat and chief of its Foreign Affairs Bureau, led the ABSP
its talks with the Finnish Parliamentary delegation held in Baghdad on May 5.

Venezuelan Minister of State for International Economic Affairs, Dr. Manuel Perez Guerrero (left), held talks 
with Mr. Adnan Hussein, Minister of Planning in Baghdad on May 2.

ABSP Regional Leadership Member and Chairman of the General Federation of Iraqi Trade Unions, Mr.
Mohammed Ayesh (3rd 
in Baghdad.

a number of foreign delegations during the May Day Celebrations
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Directed by: Muhammed Shukri 
Jameel
Assistant Director: Ali el-Ubaidi, 

A NEW DOCUMENTA

Recollections of 
graph, which was used in pre
paring the party literature of var
ious kinds. Then the spectators 
watched the students' strikes 
and sit-ins, as well as those of 
the workers. The camera depicts 
a vivid picture of the meetings 
held by the party fighters in the 
college campuses, in the cafes, 
remote gardens and even in the 
small boats gliding down the 
Tigris waters.

scenes of t
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Soviet Magazine 
Lauds Iraq ’s 
Revolutionary Role

The Mosc
that the pa
the July 17 
nessed stea
stature in A
affairs. It al

u a  nternational Life", a
I  Soviet monthly maga-
■  zine, has described th i

July 17, 1968, Revolution of Iraq
as one of the most important 
landmarks of Iraq's mooern his
tory.

The magazine in an article said 
Iraq's revolutionary government 
had been working energetically 
to liquidate the heavy legacy of 
the past. Those efforts had the 
foundations of the current stabi
lity and prosperity that Iraq was 
witnessing at present.

al Conference of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party which, it said, for
mulated the pattern of solidarity 
between progressive and demo
cratic policies in the country, 
provided for the intensification of 
struggle against imperialism and 
laid the foundations for resolving 
the Kurdish issue and for usher
ing in major social and economic 
transformations. The magazine 
made special mention of the his
toric oil nationalisation act and 
described the agrarian reform 
law as a major step for bringing 

Iraq's policy
consolidating
members of
munity. In 
Iraqi-Soviet 
operation T
said "The tre
new horizons
tions betwee
ries ”.

In conclu
noted the p
by Iraq in th
ment, in OPE



The Iraqi T h e a tre
he Iraqi theatra is thou
sands of years old. His
tory tells us that an

cient Iraqis used to perform
theatrical works and art expres
sing their life with all its joys 
and sorrows, valour and victories 
as well as its renowned poetic 
competitions- The present monu
mental amphitheatres in many
Arab countries (at al-Ukheidir. 
Nineveh, Ur and Babylon in Iraq; 
al-Patra and Jerash in Jordan; 
Nazareth and Galilee in Palestine; 
Ba'albek in Lebanon; Luxur in 
Egypt and at various historical 
sites in Yemen, Syria and Moroc
co). show that they had been 
used for staging something akin 
to contemporary theatrical works. 
This is true despite the fact that 
the use of these amphitheatres 
had been confined to duels, rhe
toric, proclamation of official or
ders, announcement of rnilitary 
bulletins, festivities and wedding 
parties —  all of which are of a 
general theatrical nature.

In the ruins of Ur, archaeolo
gists discovered a text of a
Sumerian religious play, com
posed of 435 verses, dating back 
to the year 2006 B.C. Egyptolo
gists have also established that 
ancient Egyptians had practised 
phantasmagoria five thousand 
years ago. Some historians say 
that Imam al-Shafie had praised 
phantasmagoria in poetry, say
ing: "Phantasmagoria is the most 
useful lesson for those in quest 
of the truth. Images and shadows 
pass and fade out while the 
mover of the universe is eternal". 
Should this story be true, it 
should prove that the art in ques
tion was in use before the year 
200 Hijra (Islamic year). Priests 
of ancient Egypt and Iraq 
were well informed of the com
ponents of light. Hence their 
ability to conjure the transfer of 
the image of a clergyman from 
one mirror to another.

During the last century, most 
churches of Iraq ran schools with 
stages forming part thereof. 
Rarely was there any school 
without a stage. A priest by the 
name of Hanna Habash wrote 

three plays which were performed 
by theatres in Nineveh in 1880.

In the 20th century, the newly- 
formed Ministry of Education in

tablished in Baghdad and other 
governorates, had their own 
stage. Local administrations also 
founded many halls adequately 
equipped with the requirements 
of theatrical performance. Early 
in 1923, theatrical activities be
gan to mature in official and na
tional schools as well as in 
patriotic organizations.

The year 1927 witnessed the 
birth of the first modern Iraqi 

theatrical troupe. It was founded 
by actor Hakki al-Shibli and in- 
clude&ertists from other Arab 
countties. Soon afterwards, other 
similar troupes were established 
in Baghdad, attracting many ama

teurs. The Scientific Institute 
Troupe, founded by producer 
Yahia Fayek in the early 20s can 
be considered as one of the first 
comprehensive theatrical troupes.

Mr. Fayek disbanded that troupe
in the early 30s and formed ano
ther one under the name of the 
Arab Theatrical Troupe.

It might perhaps be interesting 
to recall an incident in this res
pect. In Colombia Cinema, in 
Baghdad, which used to show 
silent pictures for British occu
pation troops, an Iraqi troupe

taining some phrases against 
military occupation and coloniza
tion. The police attacked the 
cinema, but the spectators foiled 
the attempt to arrest the actors 
and helped them steal their way 
safely home.

The growth of theatrical acti
vities within schools and organi
sations led to the foundation of 
the Fine Arts Institute ,in Baghdad 
in 1936. In the beginning, it taught 
music only. But upon the return 
of the youngmen who went ab
road to study theatrical art, a 
theatre was annexed to theTnsti- 
tute in the early 40s. Many ac
tors graduated from the Institute. 
But they were posted to different 
schools, because, the govern
ment did not intend to encourage 
a theatrical movement.

In the wake of the Second 
World War. the Iraqi theatre was

unable to function properly be
cause of the rigid censorship, 
shortage of plays and lack of re
gular full-time actors and plat
forms. The only hall available 
was King Faisal's Hall —  now 
the People's Hall.

Following the Revolution of 
1958, actors began to breathe in 
a comparatively healthy atmos
phere. Many theatrical troupes 
were founded and many artists 
returned to Iraq. A great many 
plays depicting the revolution and 
people's aspirations were w rit
ten. The situation however chan

ged because of the unstable poli
tical conditions which were detri
mental to the theatrical move-

That unhappy state of affairs 
came to an end with the triumph 
of the July 17 Revolution of 1968. 
Now there are three state and 
one private theatres in Baghdad, 
in addition to the theatres of the 
various mass organisations. The* 
present Development Plan in

cludes the establishment of five 
more ultra-modern theatres in 
Baghdad. A special organisation 
for theatres has been created. To 
this organisation belongs "The 
National Art Troupe" that pre
sents Iraqi art to the outside 
world. Other theatrical troupes in 
Baghdad include: The Message 
(al-Risala), July 14th (Tammuz 
14), the People's Theatre (al- 
Masrah al-Shaabi), the Vanguard 
Youth (al-Shabab al-Talie'), the 
Artistic Theatre (al-Masrah al- 
Fanni), and the Pioneers (al- 
Ruwad). In addition to the above- 
mentioned there are theatrical 
troupes in other Iraqi towns.

The Iraqi theatrical troupes 
proved their success both inside 
and outside the country. They 
performed works written by Iraqi 
and other Arab as well as famous 
foreign playwrights. They also 
partiqipated in many theatrical 
festivals.

Amongst the distinguished 
Iraqi playwrights we find: Nur al-

by Isam al-Khattat

Din Faris, Edmon Sabri, Zannun 
Yusif, Ghazi Majdi, Taha Salim, 
Ali Hassan al-Bayati, Yusif al-Ani, 
Badri Hassoun Fareed and Adil 
Kazim.

Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, Kassim 
Mohammed, Sadik al-Sayegh, 
Badri Hassoun Fareed, Sami Ab
dul Hamid, Saadi Yunis, Yusif al- 
Ani and others have translated 
into Arabic many of the master
pieces of Chekhov, Bernard 
Shaw, Molidre, Beckett, Karlo 
Koldouni, Luigi Bernadello, Ben 
Johnson, Victor Hugo and other 
eminent writers.

The progress so far achieved 
indicates that Iraq is witnessing 

a brilliant theatrical revival. Pro
duction —  in quantity and qua
lity —  and the rise in theatrical 
consciousness, reassure us that 
the Iraqi theatre is already well 
established.

The Iraqi theatre is steadily 
progressing. Its roots that go 
5000 years deep will no doubt 

help it attain a high standard.



Poet Bayati

P O E TR Y
the master of his own fate. C
world was as absurd as Sisy
determination to go on livin
suitable climate for creating
liking.

The author of the stud
uncommitted poet has m
Camus' absurd hero. Thou
conscious of the absurdity 
lived a life of hardships an
determined to live in dignit

The absurdity of life, s
and rounding the cipher a

Influence of
Camus on al-



G
laze or enamel is a 
term given to the hard 
vitreous compound 

which is fused upon the surface 
of pottery, brick and tiles for the 
purpose of decoration. This art 
was and still is practised by the 
people of Mesopotamia.

Like all Orientals both Baby
lonians and Assyrians were fond 
of gay colours. They gratified 
their taste for colour in various 
ways. They used enamelled 
bricks and tiles for the purpose 
of architectural decoration.

The finest and largest speci
mens of the Assyrian erameller's 
art, as yet discovered and best 
preserved, was at the principal 
gateways of Khorsabad. The tiles

The repetition of these beasts in 
brilliant colour all over the mas
sive gateway must have made it 
a work of impressive power and 
grandeur.

When these different colours of 
the enamel were analysed it was 
found that the yellow was an an- 
timoniate of lead, the white was 
an enamel or glaze of oxide of 
tin, the blue was copper contain
ing some lead and the red was a 
sub-oxide of copper. Glaze or 
enamel is, therefore, a form of 
glass made of silica minium 
and potash stained by the che
mical combination of various me
tallic oxides whilst in a melted 
condition in the crucible.

Under the Abbasid Caliphs the

Nothing 
Baghdad s
vels have b
tensively t
constructio
was founde
the Caliph 
built on a c
Palace and
were stand
heavily fort
cle. The 
palace is n
was called
lace, its do
green tiles.

In the v
the secon
which was
tansir, in 83
mosque bu



You know that we left no stone unturned in our 
search. We made enquiries through the Red Cross 
and the U.N. Truce Supervisors. We even contacted 
foreign friends and asked them to continue the 
search on our behalf. All to no avail.

Safiya: Well now that we're here, we can at 
least ring the bell and ask. They (indicating the 
house) might be able to tell us something. (Throu- 
out this dialogue, a woman about the age of Safiya, 
is seen walking around inside the house, dusting 
the furniture, and glancing every now and then at 
Said and Safiya through the window. They don't 
notice her).

Said: They might not let us in. They might 
turn us away as if we were beggars. This has hap
pened to others in our situation, you know. These 
people don't like to be reminded that they are living 
on stolen grounds.

Safiya: Would you rather we went on living 
in this uncertainty for another twenty years?

Said: Safiya, we have two other children. Khalid 

Miriam: In 1948.
Safiya: When in 1948?
Miriam: We arrived in H

March. My husband and I st
in a small room in a buildin
fugees — Jewish refugees of c
alloted this house by the Jew

Said: Needless to say, we
in order to drive you out of th
require a war, you know. We
at our things. You understand 
a sweeping gesture with his 

Safiya: Except for these 
ally everything in this room b

Miriam: I understand... 
excuse me for a moment. (Sh
left).

Safiya: She goes about t
longed to her.

Said: Well, she has been 



gins to leaf through one of the magazines from the 
stack on the little table. He says something in 
Hebrew).

Miriam: Dov, we have guests who want to 
meet you.

Dov: (coming into the living room) Good even
ing.

(Both Said and Safiya are stunned at the sight 
of his uniform).

Miriam: Dov, I want you to meet your parents 
— your real parents.

Dov: (looks at them for a second then walks 
across the room to stand beside Miriam) You are 
the only mother I know. As for my father, he was 
killed in the Sinai Campaign eleven years ago. What 
do they want? Don’t tell me they come to fetch 
me back?

Miriam: Why don't you ask them what they 
want?

Dov: Can you tell me what you want, sir?

Dov: None of this need 
had behaved like a civilized m
was doing.

Said: What do you mean
Dov: I mean you shouldn

if that was impossible, you 
baby behind. And if that prove
should never have ceased try
say that this too would've bee
years have gone by, sir. Twe
did you take during that pe
back your child? You waited 
and conquer more of your ter
back to claim your long-los
so shamefully abandoned. If 
I would've gone to war rath
years. Could there have been
for going to war? But you're 
lysed by the chains of your b
weeps) Don’t tell me you 
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