




Spring 
Mosul

Mr. Izzat Ibrahim, ABSP's Regional Leadership Member, 
representative of President Bakr, opening the Spring 
Festival

Festival in

very year in April, the 
people of Mosul hold 
their spring festival. As 

Mosul is Iraq's third largest city
(half a million inhabitants) and 
the capital of the northern pro­
vince of Nineveh, the festival's 
fame extends far beyond the con­
fines of the city itself. During 
the week's celebrations, hotels

A T im e  fo r F lo w e rs
and L a u g h te r
are booked solid and the streets 
are jammed with cars bearing 
number plates of practically all 
the country's provinces.

This year's annual festival — 
(he ninth — has added import­
ance as it coincides with the thir­
tieth anniversary of the founding 
of the Arab Baath Socialist Party 
with members of the regional 
leadership of the ABSP attending 
the celebrations.

Mosul's place in history

Mosul as a city can look back 
on more than three thousand 
years of history. In around 1080 
B.C.. the Assyrians adopted 
Nineveh (which lies within the 
confines of the modern city of 
Mosul) as their capital city. It 
was their third capital after

Ashur and Caleh (Nimrud). With­
in a few centuries, Nineveh be­
came one of the great metropoli­
ses of the ancient world, rivalling 
Babylon and Thebes in splend­
our. for it was the throbbing 
heart of the greatest empire of 
the age. Although a warlike peo­
ple. the Assyrians were ardent 
art lovers, a fact to which their 
surviving sculpture attests. Go­
verning an empire that stretched 
from Egypt in the West to the

Indus river in the east, the As­
syrian were masters 
known world.

of the

However. Nineveh's centuries 
of glory came to a tragic end in 
the year 612 B.C. when a coali­
tion of Medes and Chaldians 
(Babylonians) stormed the city 
after a fierce battle and put its 
inhabitants to the sword The
few survivors fled to the mount­
ain while their lovely city was 
being systematically destroyed 
and ransacked.

When the conquerors had de­
parted, some of the survivors re­
turned to what had remained of 
their city and Mosul grew out 
of the ruins of Nineveh. By the 
fourth century A.D., Mosul was 
a thriving city, but in 57S A.D., 
the Sassanid emperor Anushur- 
wan laid it waste. And yet the 
city survived as a whole to be 
later conquered by the Moslem 
general Al-Anzi during the reign 
of Omar bin al-Khattab. the

second Caliph in Islam. The year 
was 637 A.D., and the city fell 
without a fight. Al-Anzi brought 
with him the Arab tribes of the 
Jezirah and the process of Arabi­
zation began.

The city grew in importance 
during the age of the Umayyad 
caliphate, and later during the 
succeeding dynasty: the Abbas- 
ids. It did not diminish in import­
ance during the age of the Ham- 
dany princes who ruled the Jezi­
rah region at a time when the 
Abbasids were in a decline. In­
deed, the city fared well even 
under the Seljuks and Atabegs 
who were of Turkish origin. 
Under the Atabeg (meaning 
father-prince in Turkish) Imad al- 
Din Zangi, Mosul lived through 
one of its most illustrious eras.

Then came the Mongols. Bagh­
dad fell in 1257 and four years 
later it was Mosul’s turn to 
drown in a sea of blooo It fell 
after a siege lasting several 
months and the carnage went on 
for forty days. More than half 
of the city was utterly oemolish- 
ed.

In 1393 it fell again —  this 
time to Tamerlane. Then in the 
sixteenth century it was incor­
porated into the empire of Sulei­
man the Magnificent — the Otto­
man Sultan, and became one of 
the wilayas of the empire. Came 
1732 and the Persian conqueror, 
Nadir Killi (commonly known as 
the Napoleon of the east) tried 
to conquer the city, but the wall 
(governor), a native-born Mosulli 
called Hussein al-Jalili. was a 
tough man determined not to 
surrender his city. Thus, despite 
the heavy bombardment, the po­
pulation remained steadfast, re­
pairing the walls under fire and 
even going out in forays to en­
gage the enemy. The Arab cava­
lry was particularly successful 
in its hit and run raids but the 
action could not be sustained

Arab and foreign guests attending the festival

owing to the numerical superior­
ity of the enemy.

Finally. Nadir Killi had to give 
up the siege and consequently 
a truce was declared and the 
city was saved.

The People

Some of the greatest figures of
Arab history have come from
Mosul. Ibn al-Athir. possibly the 
greatest Arab historian, was born
there in the eleventh century. Ibn
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Shaddad, one of the high officials 
in the reign of the famous Salad­
din. is another native son He is 
well-known for his biography of 
the great Ayubid Sultan, the libe­
rator of Jerusalem.

Still another illustrious son is 
Ibn Hawqal, the renowned geo­
grapher and traveller

Masui even boasts of a prince 
of the Roman Catholic church, 
for in 1957 Ignatius Tibuni was 
ordained a cardinal. (He died in 
1968). In addition to the said 
cardinal. Mosul has given birth 
to a host of patriarchs and bish­
ops. Indeed. Mosul is one of the 
most important Christian centres 
in the Middle East; there are at 
least thirteen churches of both 
the eastern and western deno­
minations, some of them dating 
back to the tenth century of our

There are also five old monas­
teries inside and outside the city. 
One of them — Deir al-Shikh

Matta (Mathew) —  was built in 
the Fifth century, and its library 
contains manuscripts dating back 
to the middle ages.

No less famous are the mos­
ques: the minaret of the Umay- 
yed mosque still stands. But ,t 
is the minaret of the great al- 
Nouri mosque which has become 
the symbol of the city. This struc­
ture, leaning like the tower of 
Pisa, was built In the eleventh 
century.

Anqther famous mosque is 
that of Nabi Yunis (prophet Jo­
nas) built originally around the 
seventh century on top of an an-
cient mound which houses the
palaces of the Assyrian kings. 
There are at least twenty other 
historic mosques dating back to 
different periods.

Mosul Today

Mosul is a thriving city today. 
Its people, known for their indus-

triousness throughout the ages, 
(the famous muslin cloth used 
to be manufactured in Mosul — 
hence the name) are determined 
that their city should become 
one of the industrial centres in 
the Arab east. Lying astride the 
Tigris, and gazing down at the 
river from its steep bank, Mosul 
cannot but strike the visitor as 
being a city with a strong sense 
of the past. Unlike most other 
Iraqi towns, its old houses are 
built of solid rock and not of 
baked bricks. Consequently, the 
buildings endure ihe ravages of 
time while the high ratio of salt 
in the baked bricks causes quick 
decay in buildings, a fact which 
explains why relatively few build-
ings last for centuries in 
plains of Iraq.

The Festival

And now we come to the 
spring festival. The day is the 
15th of April and Mosul is in a 
holiday mood. Alas, the weather

leaves much to be desired as the 
skies are overcast, but it is not 
too cold to be out in the open air 
and thus the streets are thronged 
with masses of people waiting 
for the procession. This year, the 
procession is to start in the wood 
region which is one of the most 
beautiful spots in Iraq.

Representing the President of 
the Republic. Mr. Izzat Ibrahim, 
the Minister of the Interior, ar­
rives with a host of other Minis­
ters and high officials to open the 
ceremonies.

Soon the colourful floats begin 
to glide by. Every establishment 
and institution in Mosul is repre­
sented by a float symbolizing its 
activity. The skies remain over­
cast but luckily there is no rain. 
The spectators clap and applaud; 
the vast human friezes present a 
picture or a slogan every few 
minutes and the time passes ami­
dst an air of gaiety. We see little 
boys and girls in traditional dres­
ses, dancing and singing. We see

young men and women repre­
senting the unions and carrying 
their work tools, and there is 
even Popeye the sailor flexing his 
muscles and carrying his tin of 
spinach.

Then come the historical tab­
leaux: there are cavalry and in­
fantry contingents of Assyrian 
warriors, followed by warriors 
dressed in the uniform of the 
early Moslem conquerers

Finally, the procession comes 
to an end and the guests retire 
to the beautiful lake restaurant 
to watch the traditional dabkes. 
(The lake is a dream for any 

fisherman, but sorry, no angling 
is allowed). Here amidst the 
lovely flower beds, we watch 
two troupes of dancers doing the 
dabke. We also listen to a mili­
tary band playing the bagpipes. 
Even a heavy downpour does not 
damper the spirits of the danc­
ers and musicians.

After a delicious lunch, we 
head for the city stadium to wit­
ness the field tournaments. On 
this day, the best girl athletes 
from all the governorates (pro­
vinces) are to compete. They 
are secondary school girls and 
soon records are smashed left 
and right. But Mosul, the host 
city, after excelling in its festival, 
does not do so well on the track. 
As the sun finally succeeds in 
piercing the clouded skies to 
warm the earth and the specta­
tors in its glow, the girls from 
Basrah win the large cup for their 
province. With a mere six points. 
Nineveh trails far behind Basrah 
which chalks up 55 points.

In the evening, there Is a gala 
performance given by the na­
tional troupe of dancers and the 
beautiful tableaux they present 
are a fitting end to a day of 
laughter and gaiety.

Viva Mosul .. Viva Nineveh!



I r a q - V i e t n a m  C o m m o n  S t a n d

F u l l  L i b e r a t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e
E m p h a s i s e d

D r  N g u y e n  D u y  T r i n h .  P o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  o f 
t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  ( C P V ) . 
D e p u t y  P r e m i e r  a n d  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  o f 

t h e  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c  o f  V i e t n a m ,  r e c e n t l y  p a i d  a 
3 - d a y  v i s i t  t o  I r a q  D u r i n g  t h e  v i s i t ,  w h i c h  c a m e 
m  r e s p o n s e  t o  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  A r a b  B a a t h 
S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  ( A B S P )  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  I r a q , 
a n  e c o n o m i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  c o o p e r a t i o n 
a g r e e m e n t  w a s  s i g n e d  a n d  v i e w s  w e r e  e x c h a n g e d 
o n  p r o m o t i n g  b i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e n s i f y i n g 
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m .  Z i o n i s m  a n d  r e a c t i o n .

M r  T r i n h  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  M r  S a d d a m  H u s s e i n , 
V i c e - C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  C o m m a n o  C o u n ­
c i l  ( R C C )  a n d  D e p u t y  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  R e g i o n a l 
L e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  A B S P .  T h e y  d i s c u s s e d  w a y s  a n d 
m e a n s  o f  i n v i g o r a t i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  f r i e n d s h i o 
a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  i n  v a r i o u s  s p h e r e s ,  b e t w e e n  t h e 
t w o  c o u n t r i e s  T h e y  a l s o  d e a l t  w i t h  h e  f u r t h e r a n c e 
o f  c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  A B S P  a n d  t h e 
C P V  m  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i m p e r ­
i a l i s m .  r e a c t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  a g e n t s .

M r  T r i n h  a l s o  m e t  w i t h  t h e  I r a q i  V i c e - P r e ­
s i d e n t ,  M r  T a h a  M o h y e d d i n  M a a r o u f .

T h e  V i e t n a m e s e  D e p u t y  P r e m i e r  a n d  h i s  a c ­
c o m p a n y i n g  d e l e g a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  o f f i c i a l  t a l k s  w i t h 
a n  I r a q i  d e l e g a t i o n  h e a d e d  b y  O r .  S a a d o u n  H a m - 
m a d i .  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r .

A n  o f f i c i a l  c o m m u n i q u e  s a i d  I r a q  a n d  V i e t n a m 
f i r m l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  h e r o i c  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  A r a b  p e o p l e 
a g a i n s t  t h e  A m e r i c a n - b a c k e d  Z i o n i s t  a g g r e s s i o n  a n d 
f o r  l i b e r a t i n g  a l l  o c c u p i e d  A r a b  t e r r i t o r i e s  T h e  t w o 
s i d e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e m p h a s i z e d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s t r u g ­
g l e  o f  t h e  A r a b  p e o p l e  o f  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  b y  t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n  R e s i s t a n c e ,  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  o c ­
c u p i e d  P a l e s t i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  d r i v i n g  o u t  Z i o n ­
i s m  a n d  l i b e r a t i n g  P a l e s t i n e  i n  f u l l  T h e y  f u r t h e r  a p ­
p e a l e d  t o  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  g o o d  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r  ? o 
r e n d e r  e v e r y  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n  R e s i s t a n c e .

R e g a r d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  I r a q  a n d  V i e t ­
n a m  f o u n d  t h e i r  v i e w p o i n t s  i n  a g r e e m e n t .  T h e y 
d e c l a r e d  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  m o u n t e d  b y  t h e 
p e o p l e  o f  A s i a .  A f r i c a  a n d  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a g a i n s t 
i m p e r i a l i s m ,  n e o - c o l o n i a h s m .  z i o m s m  a n d  Z i o n i s t 
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  A r a b  l a n d .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e y  e x ­
p r e s s e d  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s 
o f  Z i m b a b w e ,  N a m i b i a  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  c a l l e d 
f o r  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  d o ­
m e s t i c  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  A f r i c a .

T h e y  p l e d g e d  t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e i r  a c t i v e  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  N o n - a l i g n e d  M o v e m e n t  a n d  t o  o p p o s e 
a l l  p l o t s  w o v e n  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  t o  u n ­
d e r m i n e  i t .  I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  r e c e n t 
c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  N o n - 
a l i g n e d  s t a t e s .  I r a q  a n d  V i e t n a m  s t r o n g l y  d e m a n d e d 
t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  A m e r i c a n  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e 
d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  A m e r i c a n  b a s e s  i n  A s i a  a s  w e l l  a s 
t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  O c e a n  a s  a  p e a c e  z o n e .

T a l k s  b e t w e e n  t h e  I r a q i  a n d  V i e t n a m e s e  s i d e s ,  h e l d  i n 
B a g h d a d  o n  1 6  A p r i l



A B S P ’ s  K e y  t o
S u c c e s s

h e  A r a b  m a s s e s ,  i n  e n d u r i n g  f r a g m e n t a - 
t i o n ,  b a c k w a r d n e s s ,  i m p e r i a l i s t  d o m i n a - 

|  t i o n .  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c l a s s  p e r s e c u t i o n  w e r e 

n o t  i n  n e e d  o f  r i d d i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e i r  a b j e c t 
s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  e n t r a p p e d  i n  a  c h a i n 
o f  b l i n d  a n d  f u t i l e  a l l e y s .  I f  t h e s e  m a s s e s  h a v e  d i s ­
i n t e r e s t e d l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  s o  m u c h ,  y e t  t h e y  w e r e 
i n s i s t i n g  o n  j u s t  o n e  p r i c e  —  v i c t o r y  a n d  s h e d d i n g 
t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  d i s a s t e r s  T h e  m a s s e s  w a n t e d  t o 
s e c u r e  t h e  m o r s e l  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y 
a r e  n o t  s t r i p p e d  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  a n d  s t r u g g l i n g  a f ­
f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  n a t i o n  T h e s e  m a s s e s  w e r e  f i g h t ­
i n g  f o r  u n i t y ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  a s  a  m e r e l y 
r a d i a n t  p a s t .

I n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  A r a b  B a a t h  S o c i a l ­
i s t  M o v e m e n t  c a m e  u p  t o  i n h e r i t  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e 
p r e c e d i n g  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  b e  s e a t e d  i n  t h e i r  p o s t s , 
n a y ,  t o  s t a r t  f i r s t  f r o m  a  s c i e n t i f i c ,  o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y ­
s i s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a g e  w h i c h  o u r  m a s s e s  w e r e 
p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  a n d  t o  d r a w  o u t  t h e  t r u e  l a w s 
w h i c h  g o v e r n  t h e  l i f e - a n d  d e a t h  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n 
t h e  A r a b  m a s s e s  i n  o n e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  b a l a n c e ,  a n d 
a l l  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  a n d  t h e i r  o w n  m a l a d i e s  i n  t h e 
o t h e r .

S i n c e  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h i s 
m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  f o r t i e s ,  i t  w a s  a b l e  t o  p r o ­
p o s e  t o  r h e  A r a b  a r e n a ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  n e w 
a n d  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  a  m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  w a s 
w i n n i n g  o v e r  t h e  b e s t  p o p u l a r  p o t e n t i a l s ,  a c r o s s 
a n  o n e r o u s ,  c o n t i n u o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  s t r u g g l e .

I n t e g r a t i o n
B e c a u s e  t h e  s t a g e  w a s  t h a t  o f  a n  a l l - e m b r a c ­

i n g  r e n a i s s a n c e ,  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  t o l e r a t e  f a c t i o n a l 
v i e w s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  c o m p r e h e n d 

a l l  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  A r a b  r e a l i t y ,  b e c a u s e 
i t  w a s  a  s t a g e  o f  e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  n a t i o n a l  u n i f i c a ­
t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l i s t  u n i o n i s t  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  B a a t h  P a r t y 
w a s  i n  f a c t  a  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s p o n s e  a n d  s o m e t h i n g 
n e w  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  A r a b s .

I t  w a s  t h e  p a r t y  w h i c h ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a d ­
d r e s s e d  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  m a s s e s  a n d  c h a r g e d  t h e m 
w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r i s i n g  t o  t h e i r  b u r o e n s  b y 
t h e m s e l v e s  —  t h e  p a r t y  w h i c h  e m a n a t e d  f r o m 
a m o n g  t h e i r  v e r y  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  a n d  s t o o d  f o r  t h e i r 
n e e d s .  I t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  s t a g e s  o n 
a  b a s i c  s t a n d a r d  m e a s u r e  —  w h i c h  i s  r e c o u r s e  t o 
t h e  m a s s e s

P e r h a p s  t h e  r e a l  s e c r e t  o f  t h i s  p a r t y  s  s u c c e s s 
—  p r e c l u d i n g  i t s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i d e o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y 
w h i c h  l i n k e d  d i a l e c t i c a l l y  t h e  e m a n c i p a t i v e  n a t i o n ­
a l i s t  s t r u g g l e  t o  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  —  i s  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e 
m a s s e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  b e f o r e 
t h e i r  g o a l s  d i r e c t l y  a n d  t h r o u g h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m ­
b a t i v e  m e t h o d s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s

T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  p a i t y  l i e  i n 
i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  s u r v e y  ( h e  l a w s  o f  A r a b  s t r u g g l e 
t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t u a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  p r e s e n t .
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tionary cures which were needed white resisting 
all the forces impeding the Arab liberation move­
ment. Herein lay the basic features of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Movement, which can be summed 
up in the following fundamental matters:

First:

The scientific nature of this movement which, 
from the outset, started from relying on scientific 
dialectics in analysing the facts of Arab realities and 
discovering the character of the forces fighting on 
this plane, and subsequently defining the real goals 
which represented the wants of the Arab masses 
in this stage and the method of achieving these 
goals.
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are qualities which saved it from the factional out­
look and the attitude of self-conceit.

Ninth: The power to overstep relapses:

It is not out of context to say that ’.he Arab 
Baath Socialist Party has envisaged a highly sur­
passing vitality in overstepping missteps. It con­
fronted terrible suppressive campaigns within the 
series that the patriotic movements had confronted 
on the part of some Arab dictatorial regimes — 
although the Party had the lion’s share of that 
terrorism Likewise, the Party was exposed to 
adversities on a par with catastrophes, the most 
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Socialist Party in a li
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putting detente at stake. Mr. Carter intentionally 
plays deaf to the sound of events in the Arab area. 
Surely he has heard and read of the names of 
Deir Yasin. Qibya. Kafr Qassem and many other 
towns and villages in occupied Palestine, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. In most cases, these 
are refugee camps, Palestinian refugees, Arabs for 
sure. These villages received visits from the valiant 
"Israeli" troops or airplanes, visits which led to the 
destruction of properties and lives with no distinc­
tion of religion, age or sex. Hundreds were killed. 
Surely Mr. Carter is aware of what is nappening

to Arab Palestinian
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newsmen in the in
tures and ill-treatme
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of Morocco, called on President Ahmed Hassan ul-Bakr
Command Council (RCC), in Baghdad on April 17.

N EW S IN PICTURES

Iraq and Kuwait held bilateral talks in Kuwait on April 23. The Iraqi delegation was led by Mr. Izzat Ibrahim, 
the RCC member and Interior Minister, while the Kuwaiti Interior Minister Sheikh Saad al-Abdudah al Sabah led 
the Kuwaiti side.

16 17

Mr. Ahmed bin Soda, Che Personal

Mr. Saddam Hussein, Vice-Chairman of Revolution Command Council (RCC), received Mr. Karim Pasha 
Bahadur!, Iranian Minister of Information and Tourism, in Baghdad on April 18.



fighting ensued and the popular forces were able 
to thwart the plot. Investigations by the Organisa­
tion of African Unity confirmed that the US and 
the Zionist enemy directly shared in the shameful 
scheme.

MOZAMBIQUE

Mozambique has, since independence, been 
the target of continuous attacks from the racist 
regime in Rhodesia. Every now and then, the forces 
of this regime cross the borders, set the Mozambi- 
quian villages ablaze and kill the inhabitants where­
as the American base at Nakala in the Mozambique 
Canal lends a hand of support to these military 
operations. Lately, approximately 112 thousand 

resident in the two 
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DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

Let us consider what was the situation of Nazi 
Germany and Japan seven years after they were 
conquered and occupied by the Allies. In 1952 there 
were already Japanese and German states. They 
were not spontaneously generated. They were es­
tablished by Germans and Japanese, because, 
shortly after the war. the residents of occupied 
territories in Germany and in Japan were granted 
basic democratic rights, rights that were constantly 
enlarged. The right to create political parties, to 
write political programs, to hold non-violent demon­
strations. in short, the right to debate and to de­
cide about their future.

■The'situation in the territories occupied by 
Israel' is just the opposite. Not only are political 

parties' — all political parties — totally forbidden; 
even unions, such as trade unions, student unions 
or cultural associations, are forbidden. It is not 
only forbidden for Palestinians to demonstrate, It 
is also forbidden to go on strike, it is even forbidden 
to close one's own ?hop as a sign of protest, even 
though it is hard to imagine a more peaceful way 
of protesting.

I recall these facta, not only because I con­
demn and oppose them very deeply, but also to 
stress that here lies the root of Palestinian strug­
gle. It is only natural that a people whose exis­
tence is denied, whose most basic family and 
human rights are denied, and who are denied any 
right to wage a political struggle — should choose 
another form of struggle.

VIOLATIONS OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION

Moreover, 'Israel' shamelessly and cynically vio­
lates, all the Geneva conventions.

Let us take as an example the blowing up of 
houses and other collective punishments. The facts 
are well known: when' the occupation authorities
arrest a suspect, even before he is put on trial, 
sometimes even before he is "oificially" indicted,

Ragged tents: The home where Palestinians are forced to 
live.

an order is issued to destroy the house in which the 
suspect lived. Sometimes it is the house of his
family, sometimes not. Sometimes "refinements"
are introduced. All the inhabitants of the village are
forcibly concentrated on a nearby hill, so as to 
watch the "educative show". It must be stressed
that such an act is fundamentally barbaric. People
who, even in the eyes of the authorities are inno­
cent, are ousted. Children, old people, women, sick,
cripples, and all of them together are thrown onto 
the streets, regardless of weather. This is one ex­
ample of collective punishment such as is expressly
prohibited by the Geneva conventions, as well as
by any notion of natural justice. More than once
in the course of my functions, I had the privilege
of sitting, together with one of such families, on
the ruins of their house, and nothing convinced 
me more of the barbaric character of our occupa­
tion than the sight of children in the ruins of their 
house.

Aside from that punishment, there is a whole 
set of different collective punishments. Does one 
want to punish the area of Hebron? Grapes are 
not allowed to be transported on the roads during 
harvest time. Does one want to punish the city 
of Ramallah? The sale of mutton is forbidden in 
that town for two months, or the municipality is 
not allowed to receive contributions coming from 
natives of Ramallah abroad and sent for purposes 
of municipal development. Does one want to punish 
the town of El-Bireh? An order is issued to take 
pictures of Palestinian folklore off the walls of the

city hall, and to hide them in a ceilarl I could go 
on indefinitely, and give innumerable examples of 
this kind.

LEARNING FROM ANTI-SEMITES

As a Jew, I must say that all this is quite 
familiar to me. Collective punishments inflicted upon 
Jews, the. belief that all Jews in the neighbourhood 
are "guilty" of this or that deed committed by 
one Jew, and that they must therefore be collec­
tively punished, all this is quite well known in

Jewish history. All the collective punishments and 
the "justifications" raised to rationalize them only 
demonstrate in my opinion, to what extent "Israel" 
is adopting progressively all the values and opinions 
of anti-semitism. In "Israel" one is not allowed
to say that to take an innocent child and inflict a 
cruel "punishment" upon him is a barbaric and 
horrible act in itself. This is "calumny" for to say 
this is to relate to Palestinians, to non-Jews. as
human beings, while false liberals only deal with 
the "interest of the Jews"; they only deal with 
the hypocritical question: is the oppression of Pales­
tinians a good or a bad thing for the Jews in the 
short and in the long run?

INDIVIDUAL EXPULSIONS

I have spoken of the mass expulsion that was 
interrupted in 1968. But the expulsion of individuals 
is taking place all the time. Here again, the story 
is simple. The authorities come to a man's house 
in the middle of the night. They give him half an 
hour or an hour to pack up a few things, while 
making sure that neither he nor his family get in 
touch with the outside. A group of such people is 
taken to the Jordan Valley, and with the help of 
blows, shots (and even wounds caused by the 
blows) they are forced to cross into Jordan. The

majority of the expelled belong to the leadership 
of the Palestinian nation: mayors of towns, lawyers, 
engineers and intellectuals. Of course, they are 
not officially charged with anything, so that they 
have no possibility to defend themselves. The day 
after, "the Israeli government" announces that 
they have "incited" the population; and the 'Israeli' 
intellectuals, the judges, the lawyers, the writers 
and others, who shout, for instance, about the 
harrassment of "immigration activists" do not pro- 
nouce a single word of condemnation against the 
barbaric act, in which a person is uprooted from 
his motherland, a father from his family, without
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a legal charge. And. of course, to a family thus 
orphaned of its father, they say simply Why don't 
you also go and re-unite outside? In many cases 
the family rejects this sentence of "liberal- occu­
pation. and stays, and suffers, only so as to prevent 
the success of the Israeli authorities plot to ex­
pel as many Palestinians as it can from their 
country. And the well-known "calumniator" Israel 
Shahak, with his "primitive style” (according to 
Ammon Rubinstein) hereby announces that he has 
more respect for those families than for the whole 
"Israeli government” together with its overt and 
covert servants, and that he will continue to strug­
gle, in "Israel” and abroad, in order that those 
people obtain justice!
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