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THE VOICE OF HISTORY

KUWAIT
T H E  U S U R P E D 

I R A Q I 
T E R R I T O R Y

The Faithful Leader Ab
dul Karim Kassem said:

"Throughout history Ku
wait has always been connec

was totally dictated and Inter
nationally non-recognized. This 
treaty was a document that 
imperialists used in threaten
ing the pusillanimous people Co



plan for applying the Law of Agrar
ian Reform, and fixing the stages of 
implementing the Law. The task of 
the Inspectorate-General has been I 
confined to supervizing the applies- । 
tion of the Law of Agrarian Reform | 
and supervising the progress of all 
offices connected with it.
The Law of Agrarian Reform and 
its Fields of Application:

When the last Instructions were 
issued during the period between 
23.8.1959 and 1G.5.19GO it was not
iced that the distribution of land 
among peasants had taken on such 
prominence that it necessitated the 
creation of a special Directorate to 
undertake this task, replacing the 
Directorate General fur Planning 
which has been considerably re
duced and joined to the Directorate 
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the First Engineering Battalion was 
formed in 1937, and in this same 
year the Battalion moved to Jalawla 

where it continued its engineering 
work on fortifications and buttres
ses, bridge-construction, water pro
vision, and road making and repair
ing.

In 1938 orders were given to the 
First Engineers* Battalion to return 
to Baghdad.
The Engineers' Battalion in Bagh
dad:

On its transfer from Jalawla’, 
the Batlaion established its Head
quarters in Rashid Barracks and 
built married quarters and Depots 
for arms and engineering materials, 
rifle racks, as needed in the public 
interest until the disastrous flood of 
1938-1939 destroyed in a few short 
hours what the Battalion had taken 
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T H E  M E D I C A L  C O T T O N 
W O O L  F A C T O R Y  !

A NEW INDUSTRIAL
T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o t t o n 

w o o l  f a c t o r y  i n  I r a q  g o e s  b a c k  t o 
a  d e c a d e  d u r i n g  w h i c h  i t  w a s  m o r e 
l i k e  u  h e a p  o f  m a c h i n e s  a n d  i n s t r u 
m e n t s  n o t  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  b y  a n y 
u n i t y  i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  p e r f o r 
m a n c e .  W o r k  r e m a i n e d  n e g l e c t e d 
b e c a u s e  t h e  m a c h i n e s  w e r e  n e i t h e r 
s e r v i c e a b l e  n o r  c o m p l e t e .  T h e  p r e 
m i s e s  l a c k e d  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  n e c e s 
s a r y  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  w o r k .  T h e  a r e a 
u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d 
w a s  s o  s m a l l  t h a t  i t  r u l e d  o u t  t h e 
a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c e s s o r y  s e c t i o n s 
w h i c h  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e 
f a c t o r y  l a c k e d  m o d e r n  e l e c t r i c a l 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d  a d e q u a t e  e l e c t r i c 
p o w e r .

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  s c h e m e  w h i c h  h a s 
b e e n  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E c o n o 
m i c  P l a n n i n g  u t i l i s e d  t h e s e  d a m a g e d 
p a r t s  a n d  p i e c e s  t o  b u i l d  u p  a  m o d 
e r n  f a c t o r y  f o r  m e d i c a l  c o t t o n  w o o l . 
O n  F e b r u a r y ’ ,  2 0 t h .  I 9 6 0 ,  t h e  C o u n 
c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r 
t h i s  f a c t o r y  a n d  a p p o i n t  A d m i n i s 
t r a t i v e  C o u n c i l  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  w o r k .

T h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  P l a n n i n g  a l l o t 
t e d  i  m i l l i o n  d i n a r s  t o  p a y  t h e  c o s t s 
o f  v a r i o u s  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  m a c h i n e r y 
a n d  e q u i p m e n t  n e e d e d  t o  s e t  t h e 
f a c t o r y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  m a x i m u m 
e f f i c i e n c y .  N o  e f f o r t  w a s  s p a r e d  t o 
a c h i e v e  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  o n c e  t h e

ACHIEVEMENT
n e c e s s a r y  o v e r h a u l  o f  e q u i p m e n t  a n d 
m a c h i n e r y  h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t . .

T h e  e l e c t r i c a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  w e r e 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a l l  s e c t i o n s .  T h e 
f a c t o r y  w a s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  t r a n s f o r 
m e r s ,  a  s w i t c h - b o a r d  a n d  e x t r a  l i n e s 
a n d  p o w e r  p o i n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e 
n e c e s s a r y ’ p o w e r  f o r  w o r k i n g  t h e 
m a c h i n e s  a n d  f o r  l i g h t i n g .

P a i n t i n g  a n d  r e p a i r  w o r k  w a s 
c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  a n d 
c e r t a i n  n e w  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o 
t h e m .  T h e s e  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  H e a d 
O f f i c e ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  B u r e a u , 
t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  k i t c h e n ,  t h e 
l a b o r a t o r y ,  a  r o o m  f o r  t r a n s f o r 
m e r s ,  w a t e r  t a n k s  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  A 
w o r k - s h o p  w a s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  m e c h a n i c a l  r e p a i r s  a n d 
p r o v i d e  t h e  f a c t o r y  w i t h  s p a r e  p a r t s , 
t h u s  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h  a n y  f o r e i g n 
i m p o r t s .

A l l  t h i s  w a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h i n 
a  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t o r y  w a s  r e a d y  t o 
b e g i n  p r o d u c t i o n .

I t  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  b y  t h e  L e a 
d e r ,  A b d u l  K a r i m  K a s s e m ,  t h e 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  C o m m a n d e r 
i n - C h i e f  o f  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s ,  o n 
t h e  3 r d .  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  R e v o l u 
t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t o r y  w e n t  i n t o 
p r o d u c t i o n .

T h e  p o t e n t i a l  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y 
o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  c o t t o n  f a c t o r y  c o 
v e r s  : -

S t e r i l l i z e d  c o t t o n  w o o l : -  1 5 6 , 0 0 0

K g m s .  p e r  y e a r .
B a n d a g e s : -  5 5 , 0 0 0  K g m s .  p e r 

y e a r  .
M e d i c a l  g a u z e  ( m a t e r i a l  f o r  b a n 

d a g i n g )  : -  2 0 , 0 0 0  K g m s .  p e r  y e a r .
B o r i c  L i n t  ( b a n d a g i n g  m a t e r i a l 

c o n t a i n i n g  a  s t e r i l i z i n g  e l e m e n t )  : - 
1 0 , 0 0 0  K g m s .

W h i t e  L i n t : -  1 5 , 0 0 0  K g m s .
A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  i s 

l i m i t e d  t o  c o t t o n - w o o l  a n d  b a n d a 
g e s .

T h e s e  p r o d u c t s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d 
a m o n g s t  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  t h e  g o 
v e r n m e n t  h e a l t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

T h e  p r e s e n t  o u t p u t  o f  m e d i c a l 
c o t t o n  w o o l  m e e t s  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t ® 
a d e q u a t e l y ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n 
o f  b a n d a g e s  i s  s t i l l  i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t a 
g e s .  H e n c e  c o o p e r a t i v e  w o r k  i s  d o n e 
w i t h  t h e  I r a q i  S p i n n i n g  a n d  W e a v 
i n g  C o .  ( o f  w h i c h  h a l f  t h e  c a p i t a l 
b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ) ,  t o  m e e t 
t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

T h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l  f e e d i n g  t h e 
f a c t o r y  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  s u r p l u s  c o t 
t o n  w o o l  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s p i n 
n i n g  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  I r a q i  S p i n n i n g 
a n d  W e a v i n g  F a c t o r i e s .  I t  i s  u s e d 
b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l o w  p r i c e  w h i c h  h e l p s 
t o  c u t  d o w n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  e x p e n 
s e s .  T h e  c o t t o n  w o o l  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h 
v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  s u c h  a s  c l e a n i n g ,  b o i l 
i n g ,  s t e r i l i z i n g ,  b l e a c h i n g  e t c .  u n t i l 
i t  i s  r e a d y  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f 
r o l l s  w e i g h i n g  }  k g m .  e a c h .

C o t t o n  w o o l  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h i s 
f a c t o r y  h a s  h i g h  a b s o r p t i v e  p o w e r
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Jusl as was their wont in any 
field of knowledge* the ancient Ara
bians excelled in Geography, deve
loping it to a greater extent than 
the ancient Greeks. Amongst them 
there appeared great geographers 
whose maps and geographical the
ories were the bases on which a 
geographical renaissance was rea
lized in the West.

Born in 493 A .H./1099 A.D. in 
Ceuta, North Morocco, he was edu
cated in the University of Cordova, 
toured a number of countries and 
became celebrated as a geographer, 
so he was invited by the King of 
Sicily Richard II to write a book 
about Sicily and other countries of 
the world that were known at the 
time. Thereujxin he wrote his book, 
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Dn examining this map care
fully, one finds it very similar to 
modern maps.

Idiisi comprehended the laws of 
gravity. “ All creatures on this pla
net” , wrote al-Idrisi in “Nuzhat al- 
Mnditaq fi Ikhtiraq al-Afaq” . the 
air that attracts the light side of 
Ihein ami the earth that attracts 
the heavy side are like magnets 
that draw iron towards them” .

Oue of his scientific works that 
are characterized by precision is hi* 
map of Iraq and the other Arab 
countries. Actually there have come 
down to us several maps of Iraq 
drawn by different Arab geogra
phers, but none of them has reached 
the standard of ldri*i*s map which 
contains ample details of the citties, 
rivers, villages and mountains. This 
limp surpasses all previous maps in 
that it locates geographical positions, 

T H E  BEGIN
OF M IN TIN

ISLAM
By Mr. Nasir al-Naqishbandi, 
Director of Numismatic and Islamic 
Studies, Iraqi Museum, Baghdad.

On the advent of Islam, the 
Arabs of Hijaz had in circulation 
the Byzantine gold dinars, the Sas- 
sanid silver dirhams and some Ara
bic Himyarite coins of Yaman. The 
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COOPERATIVE ACT
IN THE IRAQI REPUBLIli



IN  TV'RKO M 'AK 
FOLK - SONGS

The Turkomans in Iraq have a 
kind of written folk-poems. Al
though attempts have recently been 

the other in the genitive case. This 
hemistich is a kind of rhyme for 

cates: calam
pains. “ Med
over these c



ANIMAL WEALTH 







is now engaged in rebuilding the

A marble niche probably be
longing to the time of Abu 
Ja 'far al-Mansur, the 2nd. Ab-

on a blue glazed-tile from the 
Croat Mosque of Mosul (Vlth. 
century A.H./12th A.D.).

— A collection of glass jugs and 
bottles used for perfumes, and as

decorations. This relic goes back to 
the V lth. century A.H. X llth . cen
tury A.D.

— A Niche made of sculptured 
sandstone w ith human figures. It 
goes back to the time of the Ata-Beg

29 A.H./C50 A.D.
— Large water jugs decorated 

with botanical designs and pictures

corated with pictures. Others 
small and finely made. These 
back to ca. 300 A.H./912 A.D.

They go back to the time of ths 
Ata-beg State in Mosul (XU Ith. 
century A.D.)

— Relief sculptures on pottery

inscriptions and a background de-



ph
M
to 
ord
gh
ne
tal
th
ric
ta
cr
an

The Arabs were specially fond 
of crystal on account of its hardness 
and attractive appearance. They 
made glasses out of it, believing 
that to use them for drinking was 
highly beneficial to health.

Amongst other kinds of crystal 
they had, was the stone-hard type 
that was well-known for its purity.

The Najaf district is famous for 
a special kind of clear and pure 
crystal, of which rings and vessels 
are made. This is known as "Durr 



BASH TABYA A. WELL 
KNOWN RELIC OF MOSUL 
THE GREAT MOSQUE OF 
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