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FOREW ORD

The f o l  lowing pages tel! 

briefly in te x t  and pictures the progress o f  Kuwait OH 

Company. A n  account o f  the history o f  Kuwait and its 

surroundings and a description o f  the considerable develop

ments undertaken in the State have also been included.

The achievements recorded 

in these pages have been accomplished by national and 

expatriate employees working together in a sp irit o f 

enthusiasm and co-operation without which these large 

developments would not have been possible.

In  presenting this story 

the Company desires especially to record its  gratitude fo r 

the co-operation i t  has received from  U is  Highness the 

Ruler and bis officials in the Kuwait Government.

Managing Director



OF T H E  H IS T O R Y  OF K U W A IT

THE STORY
OF

KUWAIT

A N D  ITS S U R R O U N D IN G S

C O N T E N T S

EARLY TIMES
y  ERY little is known of the ancient history of Kuwait. Although situated on the fringe 

of the great Mesopotamian basin that teems with traces of early civilisations, beginning 
with the Sumerian empires of over 5,000 years ago, Kuwait and its surroundings always 
belonged to the sparsely populated, nomadic desert o f Arabia, rather than to the settled 
populations of the plains watered by the Euphrates and Tigris rivers.

It is generally believed by historians and archaeologists that the Gulf originally extended 
much further north. The head of the Gulf gradually became filled with alluvial soil 
brought down by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, which in Neolithic times flowed into the 
sea through separate estuaries. These can still plainly be traced, that o f the Tigris near 
Samarra, and that of the Euphrates near Hit, and the flat, low-lying islands of Warbah and 
Bubiyan to the north of Kuwait and the coastal plain adjoining them, are comparatively 
recent land formations.

Apart from some flint implements of the Palaeolithic period found in the Burgan area, the 
only survival o f early times is a stone now preserved in the Political Agency at Kuwait, which 
was found on Failaka Island near the mouth of Kuwait Bay. This stone bears a Greek 
inscription recording the escape from shipwreck of Soteles, one of the captains serving 
under Nearchus, an admiral commanding the fleet o f Alexander the Great, which sailed
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Naif Gate. Kuwait Town

Company moved the southern terminal of 
overland mail route to Aleppo from Basra 
Kuwait, and much of the trade of Basra w
diverted to the new port. In 1778, the Shaik
of Kuwait, Abdulla, who had succeed
Sabah in 1762, was reported to have becom
very well disposed to the British, who for the
part held him in high regard as being a m
of his word.

About this time, Kuwait began to 
threatened by danger from the Wahhabis
fanatical tribesmen from central Arabia
who sought to impose their beliefs of a retu
to the primitive faith of Islam, by raidin
trading caravans and settled communitie
Becoming increasingly bold, the Wahhab
started raiding towns, including Basra an
Kuwait, and the need for protection again
these fierce enemies was an important fact
in fostering Shaikh Abdulla’s relations wi
the British. From accounts of life in Kuwa





S h i p b u i l d i n g  a t 
K u w a i t

T h e  l a t e  R u l e r  S h a i k h  S i r  A h m a d  a l  J a h i r  a l  S a h a h , 
( 1 9 2 1  1 9 5 0 )

A g e n t  i n  K u w a i t  ( C a p t a i n  S .  G .  K n o x )  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  H . M . G . ’ s  P o l i t i c a l  R e s i d e n t  i n 
t h e  G u l f .  T h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  f i r m l y  a s s e r t e d  i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  G u l f  s h a i k h d o m  w h o s e  i n t e g r i t y  i t  h a d  g u a r a n t e e d ,  a n d  t o  r e s i s t  e n c r o a c h - 
m e n t  b y  o t h e r  p o w e r s .  I n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h i s ,  n o  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  i n t e r f e r e 
w i t h  K u w a i t .

i n  1 9 0 9 ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  T u r k e y  o p e n e d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  a g r e e m e n t 
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i s i o n s : —

( i )  r e c o g n i t i o n  b y  T u r k e y  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ’ s  s p e c i a l  T r e a t y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  K u w a i t ;
( i i )  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  K u w a i t  t o  b e  a u t o n 

o m o u s ;
( i i i )  t h e  S h a i k h  t o  h a v e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a 

l i m i t e d  a r e a  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i s  c a p i t a l , 
a n d  a  s p h e r e  o f  i n f l u e n c e  e x t e n d i n g 
s o m e  d i s t a n c e  b e y o n d ;

( i v )  T u r k e y  w o u l d  n o t  e x t e n d  t h e  B a g h d a d 
r a i l w a y  s o u t h  o f  B a s r a  w i t h o u t  f i r s t 
o b t a i n i n g  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ' s  c o n s e n t .

F i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h i s  c a m e  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e 
f i r s t  w o r l d  w a r ,  a n d  S h a i k h  M u b a r a k ,  a l t h o u g h 
n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d ,  r e m a i n e d  f i r m  i n  h i s  s u p 
p o r t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  c a u s e .  A t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f



In addition to shipbuilding and maritime trading, there was another indu
contributed to Kuwait's prosperity, namely, pearling. Some of the fi
arc found in the Gulf, and Kuwait was one of the chief centres of th

Every summer, when the Gulf waters had become warm enough for diving, t
fleet, numbering some 600 vessels, set off for the pearling grounds to the south. 
ance with time-honoured practice, the proceeds of the pearling were divided b
crews of the boats, the captain and divers receiving three shares and the sailors
between them. Pearling, though profitable for the merchants who traded in the 
a hazardous and arduous business, causing sickness and in some cases early d
divers exposed without protection to long immersion.

Under Shaikh Ahmad's wise rule, progress came slowly but surely to Kuwait.
few but good, were established; the first hospital was founded by American missio
was followed by a Government hospital; houses of solid construction and d
built, and the town expanded.

It was also under Shaikh Ahmad that the foundation of the oil industry was la
considerable geological prospecting by interested parlies and various unrealise
Shaikh Ahmad finally decided, in 1934, to grant a concession to Kuwait Oil
Limited. The first deep drilling started in 1936, and this was just beginning to sho
ing results when war broke out in 1939.

The second world war produced less local excitement than the first, and the 





K U W A I T
L I M I T E D

A  d r i l l i n g  r i g  a t  B u r g a n

D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  O P E R A T I O N S

P a r t  I I

T N  1 9 3 4 ,  K u w a i t  O i l  C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d  w a s  f o r m e d  a s  a  j o i n t  B r i t i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n  e n t e r - 
1  p r i s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  A n g l o - I r a n i a n  O i l  C o m p a n y  ( n o w  T h e  B r i t i s h  P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y ) 
a n d  t h e  G u l f  O i l  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a ,  b e c a m e  e q u a l  a s s o c i a t e s  i n  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  o i l  r i g h t s 
i n  K u w a i t .  I n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 3 4 ,  t h e  l a t e  R u l e r  o f  K u w a i t ,  S h a i k h  A h m a d  a l  J a b i r  a l 
S a b a h ,  g r a n t e d  t o  t h i s  C o m p a n y  a n  e x c l u s i v e  c o n c e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  o i l  i n  t h e 
t e r r i t o r y  o f  K u w a i t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s ,  t h e  R u l e r ' s  i n c o m e  u n d e r  t h i s  c o n c e s s i o n  w a s  o n 
a  r o y a l t y  b a s i s ,  b u t  u n d e r  a  n e w  a g r e e m e n t  i n  1 9 5 1 ,  t h e  R u l e r  r e c e i v e d  a  h a l f  s h a r e  i n  t h e 
t o t a l  p r o f i t s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  K u w a i t .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n 
w a s  7 5  y e a r s ,  b u t  i t  w a s  e x t e n d e d  i n  1 9 5 1  b y  a  f u r t h e r  1 7  y e a r s .

B e f o r e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  C o m p a n y ' s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m e n t i o n  b r i e f l y  t h e 
g e o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  f r o m  w h i c h  o i l  i s  p r o d u c e d  i n  K u w a i t .  T h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e 
t e r r i t o r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  r e s i d u a l  g r a v e l  a n d  w i n d - b l o w n  d e s e r t  s a n d  l y i n g  o n  l i m e y  s a n d s t o n e s  o f 
M i o - P l e i s t o c e n e  a g e .  E x p o s u r e s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  r o c k s  o c c u r  i n  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  a n d  n o r t h e r n 
K u w a i t ,  w h i l e  o u t c r o p s  o f  s l i g h t l y  o l d e r  ( M i o c e n e )  s a n d s t o n e s  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e 
n o r t h e r n  s h o r e s  o f  K u w a i t  B a y  a n d  i n  t h e  B u r g a n  r e g i o n  s o m e  2 8  m i l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f 
K u w a i t  T o w n .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  r e g i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e p o s i t s  o f  b i t u m e n - i m p r e g n a t e d 
s a n d s t o n e s  w h i l e ,  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  g a s  s e e p a g e s  o c c u r  a t  M a d a n i y a t  a n d  B a h r a .

F o l l o w i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  g e o l o g i c a l  s u r v e y s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  1 9 3 5  a n d  1 9 3 6 ,  t h e  f i r s t  e x p l o r a 
t o r y  w e l l  w a s  d r i l l e d  i n  1 9 3 6 - 3 7  a t  B a h r a  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  K u w a i t  B a y  t o  a  d e p t h  o f 
7 , 9 5 0  f e e t .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  w e l l  d i d  n o t  p r o v e  a  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c e r ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  j u s t i f y  f u r t h e r  e x t e n s i v e  g e o p h y s i c a l  s u r v e y s ,  w h i c h  c o n f i r m e d  a 
p r o m i s i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  B u r g a n  a r e a  2 8  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  K u w a i t  B a y  a n d  1 4  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e 
c o a s t  o f  t h e  G u l f .

A  s e c o n d  w e l l  w a s  a c c o r d i n g l y  d r i l l e d  t h e r e ,  w h i c h  p e n e t r a t e d  o i l - b e a r i n g  s a n d s  a t  a 
d e p t h  o f  3 , 6 7 2  f e e t  a n d  p r o d u c e d  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  r e s u l t s .

L l f t f e ^ m i ^
^  ® ^ « m $



The Managing Director. Mr. C. A. P. Southwell, on the occasion of the 
opening of the pipeline which began the export of Kuwait oil to the world’s 
30th June 1946, ended his speech with the following words:—“ Your Highness
that this successful result of the Company's preliminary endeavours present
achievement, particularly as much of the work has had to be carried out und
difficult conditions caused by the war, when the manufacture of essential drillin
equipment was often greatly delayed, and shortage of shipping imposed further 
on activities. The success that has, so happily, crowned our efforts would neve
possible without Your Highness’s unfailing patience, loyal friendship and close
tion, the excellent work of our Kuwait personnel, and the technical skill and larg
of this Company, in which British and American interests and personnel are 
blended.”

Since that time, the oil resources of Kuwait have been developed steadily as th
graph shows:—



zone is underlain by salt water. The oil/water contact is almost horizontal and
cut across all the individual producing sands.

The specific gravity of the oil produced from the various horizons increases 
the average being about 0.868 (31.5 API).

Since 1946, the development of the Burgan field progressed apace, and in 1
was extended to Magwa, a few miles to the north, which also proved a good 
field although not as remarkable as Burgan. In 1953, drilling was extended to t
ridge, and drilling in all three areas is still proceeding.

Most of the geophysical work of recent years has been carried on in the north
Kuwait territory'. In 1954, it was decided to drill some exploration wells to test 
tivity of some promising structures revealed by the seismic work in this area. T
chosen was Raudhatain. about 50 miles north of Kuwait, where drilling started in
1954.

In the course of drilling, the well penetrated oil sands at about 7,700 fee
characteristics to the productive sands in the Burgan field. The well was co
10,301 feet and production tests were carried out. These tests, which were comp
end of November 1955, proved the existence of a considerable oil accumulati
actual extent of the field and its commercial value could only be established by 





approximately a mile from low water mark at a point between the villages of Fahahil and 
Shaiba, the first o f a series of 12-inch submarine pipelines. In addition, a hose buoy to 
which the submarine line was connected, and two mooring buoys at which tankers could 
make fast, were placed in position. The submarine line was first laid in sections on land, 
and after being given a protection coating of coal tar enamel, was placed on trolleys running 
on narrow gauge track, the line of the track forming a projection of the position for the pipe
lines on to the sea-bed. The pipeline, sealed at the outer end to give it buoyancy, was 
then pulled out to sea by a tanker navigating on pre-arranged shore marks, and the successive 
sections welded together as each was pulled past the shore. Following this first line, four 
more similar lines were subsequently installed.

Meantime, plans for the permanent oil and cargo facilities needed by the Kuwait Oil 
Company had been prepared. By the close of 1949 the new oil port named Mina al 
Ahmadi, after the last Ruler who had taken a close personal interest in its progress, was in 
full operation. The problem of bringing oil from shore to ship had been solved by the 
construction of the largest pier o f its kind in the world, and the subsequent removal o f three 
of the five submarine lines, whose position close to the pier rendered them no longer 
operative.

This pier, one of the major projects of engineering carried out in Kuwait, is an all-welded 
steel structure built in a “T” formation. The approach roadway stretches 4,140 feet east
ward to the open sea. The northern extension of the “ T” head, 2,805 feet long and 105 feet 
wide, carries six loading berths. The shorter extension to the south, 1,077 feet long and 100 
feet wide, has two berths which were originally intended exclusively for unloading cargo 
vessels. The minimum depth of the water at the loading berths is 40-49 feet which permits 
the largest modern tankers to come alongside.

Owing to the increase in oil exports, however, it was subsequently found necessary to 
equip the two cargo berths for oil-loading and to recommission the two original submarine 
berths. Three new submarine berths of 24-inch diameter were also completed by the end of 
1953, and all five are now in use. To control berthing and loading at the three new berths, 
an additional signal station was constructed with special lighting to assist in night loading.

The approach to the loading jetty, with a roadway 24-feet wide and a 35-feet wide 
pipeway carrying eight 24-inch crude oil lines, a 16-inch line for fuel oil for ships' bunkers, 
and a 12-inch line for diesel fuel, connects the jetty with the shore. Smaller lines supply to 
each berth fresh water, sea water for fire-fighting services, and compressed air.

Some idea of the task of constructing the pier can be gained from the quantity of materials 
used. No fewer than 3,853 steel piles averaging 90 feet in lengtli, totalling 350,000 linear 
feet, and each a 14-inch “ H" beam weighing 73 pounds a foot, were driven into the sea-bed.

29



General Men of tankers loading al the oil jetty, Mina al Ahmadi

To complete the main structure of the pier, 65,300 lengths of structural steel, all the joints of 
which were welded, and 3,000,000 feet of timber were needed. Each piece of steel was 
sand-blasted and coated as a protection against corrosion, and every piece of timber was 
given preservative treatment. The total quantity of all materials, the major part being 
steel which came from the United States, was just under 38,000 tons.

A further problem of particular interest was the design of suitable fenders to safeguard 
from damage in rough weather, both the oil berths and the ships using them. The exposed 
nature of the port and the prevalence of strong northerly and south-easterly winds made the 
solution of this problem one of the highest importance. The type of fender adopted by the 
Company is similar in principle to that used with the floating “ Mulberry Harbours” which 
played such an important part in the landing of Allied forces on the coast o f France in 1944. 
Each of the 44 fenders in use in Kuwait consists of a set of three cylinders filled with con
crete, each 6 feet in diameter, 21 feet 3 inches in height, and weighing 50 tons, suspended at 
the top and bottom on links between trunnions which enable them to swing inwards and 
upwards on the impact o f a vessel. Each of the cylinders is faced by 14-inch timbers. These 
fenders are spaced at intervals o f 135 to 165 feet along the pierhead.

In order to ensure a maximum life, the most careful thought had to be given to the problem



of corrosion which is particularly serious in the warm waters o f the Gulf, and a cathodic 
system to supplement the protection afforded by the coal tar enamel with which the steel 
piles were coated, has been installed.

The superstructure of the pierhead includes office buildings for the staff in charge of load
ing and for administrative work connected with the loading and discharge of general cargo. 
There is also a recreation room for officers and crews of vessels using the port. The build
ings are air-conditioned. In addition, there are buildings for storage, pumping stations and 
an air-compressor unit. For handling oil hoses the pier is equipped with six double stiff
leg derricks, and for general cargo the southern extension has four 5-ton Portal cranes and a 
54-ton stiff-leg derrick.

The largest oil tankers in the world can be handled at this jetty and high loading rates

have been achieved, as for example, the loading of 27,739 tons of crude oil into a super
tanker in 64 hours at the rate of 4,268 tons per hour.

The rapidly increasing volume of tanker traffic at Mina al Ahmadi since the commission
ing of the oil jetty is shown in the graph below:

Number of tankers loaded, 1946-1956

During the single month of March 1956 no less than 247 tankers loaded at Mina al 
Ahmadi. A notable date in the history of the Company was 9th June 1954 when the ten
thousandth tanker sailed from Kuwait with a cargo of bulk oil, while April 1956 saw the 
fifteen-thousandth tanker sail.

It is interesting to note that during 1955, all tankers in service of over 38,000 tons called 
at Mina al Ahmadi. It is due to the exceptional depth of water available at the jetty that 
the oil port is now regularly used by this large group of major tankers.

An essential feature of the port facilities needed by the Company was a harbour adjacent 
to  the jetty, to give sheltered anchorage for tugs and small craft, and to enable imported
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'I lie refinery, Minn :il Ahmadi

controlled manifold for the distribution of oil to various installations concerned with the 
export o r refining of crude oil.

The refinery was brought into production in 1949; it produces motor gasoline, kerosine 
and gas oil for local consumption, as well as furnace oil and marine diesel oils for bunkering 
ships calling at the port. The plant consists o f a topping unit, together with a gasoline 
refractionator and stabiliser, and a chemical treating plant for treatment of motor gasoline 
fractions.

Preparations are now being made to expand the existing refinery at Mina al Ahmadi to 
approximately six times its present capacity. This will raise the quantity of crude oil 
refined from 1,400,000 tons to 8,500,000 tons a year.

The purpose of the extension is to produce greater quantities o f middle distillates, marine 
diesel and furnace oils, including bunker fuels for tankers loading a t Mina al Ahmadi.

The extension programme involves the installation of two atmospheric crude oil distilla
tion units, each capable o f refining 
80,000 barrels a day. 11 also includes 
the installation of oil storage tanks 
of varying capacity for crude, fuel 
and products, with ancillary inter
connecting lines and pumps. Equip
ment will have to be provided for 
increasing the power, steam and

the bitumen plant at Minn al Ahmadi

local materials to be discharged directly from lighters. This boat harbour, with a dredged 
water area of 20 acres, has within it a  lighter quay 660 feet long and a  steel jetty for berthing 
tugs. To protect the harbour, breakwaters had to be constructed of stone quarried some 
17 miles inland. More than 130,000 cubic yards of stone were used to construct these break
waters to a strength sufficient to  withstand the violent storms encountered on this coast, 
and more than 216,000 cubic yards of sand and stone were dredged from the harbour to 
provide an adequate depth of water.

At Mina al Ahmadi are situated also the Company's refinery (with a capacity of 30,000 
barrels a day), the bitumen plant, the power station with an installed capacity of 22,500 kilo
watts, the sea water distillation plant, pump houses and storage tanks, and an electrically
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Another important side of the Company's operations is the distillation of dr
for the needs of the large staff and their families. Shortage of potable water
problem in Kuwait in the early stages of the Company’s developments, when, 
operation of the Ruler, its supplies were obtained by sea from Basra in tan
difficulty was overcome by the installation of a sea water distillation plant
Ahmadi with a daily production of 800,000 gallons, and assistance was given to
Kuwait until its own distillation plant was completed.

In addition to the distilled water used for drinking purposes, a large quantity
well water is used in the Company’s areas for industrial and domestic purpo
irrigation of gardens and roadside trees. This waler is obtained from Abduli
west of Burgan, where there are fourteen wells, about 550 feet in depth, each eq
an electro-submersible centrifugal pump. The present average daily output ov
approximately 1,270,000 gallons, but during the summer period this rises to a
1,600,000. All the water produced is pumped to Ahmadi with the excepti
50,000 gallons per day used on the spot for watering the sheep and camels of n
Beduin.

The operation of such a vast industrial enterprise involves the procurement an
a tremendous range of supplies and materials. At the outset, local supplie
limited and practically everything required for the Company's operations w



PERSONNEL
?\t the outset of the Company's operations, there were virtually no qualifi

available for technical posts, and it was necessary to import British and Amer
fill these. It was also necessary to import Indian and Pakistan artisans to me
the requirements for skilled labour. The local supply of unskilled labour 
adequate in the early years, owing to the extensive scale of the operations, which
involved a labour force of 15,000 men. This demand, coupled with large-scale 
civil construction projects in the town of Kuwait, has placed a heavy strain on
for unskilled labour and it has been necessary to engage labourers from neighb
countries to supplement the supply available.

With the completion of the initial major construction, it has become possible
with much of the foreign labour imported to cope with the heavy initial const
gramme. The Company's permanent labour force has now become stable at 
about 6,000 men, the majority of whom are Kuwaitis or Arabs from neighb
lorics. Kuwaitis are gradually replacing foreign artisans as they acquire th
experience and ability. This process is being accelerated by the specialised i
skilled trades provided in the Company Training Centre.

The Company Labour Division has a staff of experienced officers who look
aspect of the worker's employment and welfare. This Division is responsible f



in Kuwait; an allowance of 12 annas a day is paid to all others. The rents
Company accommodation arc kept within the limits of the rental allowances.

Interior of worker’s house 
in South Ahmadi





for a loan of eighty per cent, of the value of the house, or seventy per cent, o f the combined 
value of the house and land, and at the same time opens a suspense account in the employ
ee's name for the remaining twenty per cent, of the value. The employee repays this loan 
at four per cent, interest per annum, on the diminishing balance of the loan. When the 
initial loan has been repaid, the Company contributes the remaining twenty per cent, of the 
value, and the house becomes the employee’s own property. To ensure that good houses 
are built, certain basic requirements have been laid down in the Scheme, including satis
factory standards of construction.

This Scheme has attracted considerable interest and it is hoped that it will prove to be a 
valuable contribution to the housing of the Arab worker.

For their expatriate employees, the Company provides modern facilities designed to make 
life pleasant in the heat and humidity of the Gulf climate. The houses are attractive in 
appearance and design, and equipped with all modern requirements. A supply of brackish 
water is provided for the irrigation of the gardens which surround the houses, and which 
bloom with oleanders and other flowering shrubs and many varieties of annual flowers in the 
winter and early spring. What was formerly a monotonous desert has now been trans
formed into an attractive settlement of white-walled bungalows, tree-lined avenues, and gay 
gardens on a rising slope overlooking the sea.

Football al Ahmadi

The Company provides well equip
ped co-educational schools for the 
children of its expatriate employees. 
The Anglo-American school educates 
children from the ages of 5 to 14 years 
on the British pattern of education, 
and has grown from six pupils in 1947 
to 285 pupils in June 1956. The 
Indian-Pakistani school, which pro
vides education from 5 to 12 years for 
the children of Eastern staff, now has 
160 pupils. Both schools arc adminis
tered by a British Principal and staffed 
by well qualified men and women 
teachers. The curriculum for each 
school is framed to meet the different 
needs of its pupils, and to suit



requirements for further education in their own countries. Selective examinations for 
admission to schools in the United Kingdom can be taken and the curriculum has also been 
found by experience to be suitable for children continuing their education in the U.S.A.

Considerable value is attached to organised games on the House system within the school 
timetable, and coaching in swimming, netball, tennis, hockey and football is given. There 
are also active Brownie, Guide. Cub and Scout movements.

In 1954, schools for Arab boys and girls, staffed and administered by the State Education 
Department, were opened in buildings provided by the Company. There are at present 
about 200 boys and 150 girls attending these schools. There is considerable liaison and 
interchange of ideas between the Company teachers and those of the Kuwait Government, 
and children from the Arab school take part in the annual sports organised by the Company.

Public security in the Company areas is maintained by a force of State Police and Field 
Guards under the control of a representative of the Ruler—His Excellency Shaikh Jabir al 
Ahmad al Sabah, who is responsible for the administration and security of the oil Com
pany’s areas. The Security Headquarters occupy fine buildings including a mosque, offices 
and quarters for the officers and men of the force, which were constructed by the Company 
on the west side of Ahmadi in 1953-54.





service, are concentrated in the Ahmadi Clinic where routine visits are dealt 
range of specialist treatment is provided. Smaller clinics are held in the M
and Burgan areas on working days. In 1954. a second clinic was opened at 
emergency treatment of the wives and children of Arab employees of the Co
accommodation for six adult in-patients and eight infants, and facilities for t
patients daily. There is an emergency operating theatre and full modern 
facilities, and the clinic is under the supervision of a British medical off
includes nurses trained in midwifery and child welfare.

An Industrial Health Division undertakes comprehensive preventive med
routine check-ups for industrial hazards, regular inspection of food handler
and examination of drinking water and food. Special care is taken to preve
of flies and other noxious insects.

B jh vu c ii’IiinK at die families' clinic. Ahmadi



K n u a i t i  i r a i n v v

E l e c t r i c i a n s ’  c l a s s  i n  t h e  T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e

T h e  C e n t r e  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t r a i n i n g  l o r 
m e n  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  C o m p a n y ' s  e m p l o y m e n t 
w h o  w i s h  t o  l e a r n  a  s k i l l e d  t r a d e  o r  t o 
i m p r o v e  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  s k i l l .  1 n  t h i s  w a y  a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  o p e n  t o  a l l  w o r k e r s  t o 
i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s t a t u s  a n d  e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y . 
C e r t a i n  t r a d e s  w h i c h  i t  i s  i m p r a c t i c a b l e  t o 
t e a c h  i n  t h e  T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e  i t s e l f ,  a r c 
t a u g h t  “ o n  t h e  j o b ”  u n d e r  t h e  g e n e r a l 
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  T r a i n i n g  M a n a g e r .

T r a i n e e s ,  w h e t h e r  n e w  r e c r u i t s  o r  e x i s t i n g 
e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y ,  a r e  p a i d  a t 
s t a n d a r d  r a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  T h e 
n u m b e r  o f  t r a i n e e s  i s  f r o m  2 0 0 - 2 5 0  i n  t h e 
a g e  g r o u p  o f  1 5 - 3 0  y e a r s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t ,  a r c  B e d u i n  a n d  t h e 
r e m a i n d e r  o f  t o w n  o r i g i n .  T h e  s u c c e s s f u l 
r e s u l t s  a t t a i n e d  b y  t h e  C o m p a n y  i n  t r a i n 
i n g  l o c a l  b o y s  f o r  s k i l l e d  o c c u p a t i o n s



In this course, instruction is given by direct methods, using a phonetic system of trans
literation advised by the School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London). 
The Company's instructional staff have prepared a special handbook of Kuwaiti Arabic. 
Gramophone records of colloquial Arabic are played in the classes and students are also 
encouraged to make use of tape recorders to hear their own voices, and improve their 
accent.

There is also a voluntary course in written Arabic for those who show a special aptitude 
for the language. The most promising students attend advanced Arabic courses at the 
Middle East Centre of Arabic Studies at Shcmlan in Lebanon.

In response to a demand from Arab employees, English language classes are conducted 
in the Language Centre and other accommodation areas, and are becomingly increasingly 
popular.

in Urdu for Eastern Staff Supervisors 
whose English is not adequate for the 
discussion method used in the pro
grammes. This training has been 
extended to include every grade of 
Supervisor.

LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION
The Company devotes special atten

tion to teaching the Arabic language to 
its expatriate staff. It is compulsory for 
non-Arab employees to learn basic 
Arabic, and all new employees on arrival 
are enrolled in elementary Arabic classes 
in the Company’s Language Centre at 
Ahmadi. At the end of this course, an 
examination is held which must be 
passed during the employee’s first con
tract period.





Part III  THE NEW  K U W A IT

I 
Ii 

THE STATE TO-DAY

DORDERED on the east by the waters of the Gulf, on the north and west by
the south by Sa'udi Arabia and a “ Neutral Zone," the State of Kuwait h

approximately 6,000 square miles, which is roughly the size of Wales or the 
Jersey. From the coast, the desert terrain rises in gentle undulations until 
depression of the Wadi al Batin, which forms the western boundary. The hig
the state, found in the south-west corner, are some 900 feet above sea level. 
the skyline is broken by isolated hillocks, the highest of which stands no more
above the surrounding desert.

To a visitor arriving in Kuwait by air during the summer, the region presen
Nature in her severest mood, for the desert appears to be—and is—almos
relieved by any form of vegetation. How. he may ask himself, could plant l
in such scorching heat and arid conditions? But between late October and 
when rain falls at intervals, the desert is transformed. If good rains are experie
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constructed by the State to provide improved accommodation for Governm
schools, medical services and the Police. But still one of the most distincti
from the architectural point of view is the old town palace situated on the sea-
was in its glory at the time of the famous Shaikh Mubarak al Sabah.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN KUWAIT
Kuwait to-day is a prosperous and thriving territory under the wise and 

government of its Ruler. Shaikh Sir Abdulla al Salim al Sabah. The Ruler’s
devote a major part of the large revenues accruing from the production of oil t
and economic development of the territory' along modern lines, while at the
preserving the traditional Arab and Muslim character of the community. T
ment is conducted according to Arab traditions. The Ruler appoints the h
State Departments and directs the administration of the territory and the disp
revenues for the needs of the State. The Ruler also supervises the financial ar
under which the oil companies operate the Concessions held by Kuwait Oil Co
the American Independent Oil Company for the production of oil in Kuw
Neutral Zone (where Kuwait enjoys an equal share with Sa’udi Arabia).

The importance of Kuwait as an oil producing State has led to a transform
territory in recent years and the following notes aim at giving some account 
developments which are taking place in the educational, medical, industrial



The development programme includes a very comprehensive list of new p
projects, some of which have been completed, others arc still in progress, and aga
number have not yet started.

It is only possible to enumerate a few of the developments in the fields o
public health and public utilities. The first need was to provide a comprehensiv
first-class schools so that the best education would be available to all children in 
entirely free of charge. First and foremost must be mentioned the Secondar
Shuwaikh. on the shores of Kuwait Bay. which comprises the finest group of bui
territory. This school when complete, will accommodate 1,200 pupils, all boar
designed to become ultimately the University of Kuwait. The buildings oc
position in spacious grounds over 100 acres in extent. The main block con
rooms, offices and a fine assembly hall of imposing dimensions. Subsidiary blo
science laboratories, dining hall, gymnasia, library and study rooms. There a
boarding houses each accommodating 200 students. To the east of the scho
proper are some fifty fine bungalows with gardens for the accommodation 
To the south is a beautiful mosque, in the grounds large playing fields surrou
stadium and a large swimming bath.

In Kuwait Town, there are many fine Primary and Intermediate Schools





needs. This plan is gradually taking shape; broad thoroughfares are replacing the old 
narrow streets, which involves much demolition of old buildings. To rehouse the popula
tion thus displaced, the town is being expanded beyond the walls by the development of 
eight neighbourhood units, each of 6,000 population, and each self-contained, with its own 
shopping centre, light industries, schools, mosques and recreation grounds. The construction

Class in progress at a commercial school in Kuwait

system includes three ground reservoirs, each of three million gallons capacity, adjoin
ing the main plant, from where the water is pumped to high level towers that ensure an even 
pressure all over the town. Tanks for brackish water are also incorporated in the water 
towers.

Brackish water for domestic and irrigation purposes is obtained from natural wells at 
Sulaibiya some 20 miles from Kuwait, which at present supply about 200,000 gallons a day. 
A water survey of the territory has been made by Kuwait Oil Company, and brackish wells 
bored at different places provide the needs of the Beduin and their herds.

A scheme is under consideration for bringing water from the Shatt al Arab at Basra, 
about 100 miles in a direct line from Kuwait.

At the outset of the development programme, the Ruler directed that Kuwait should be 
converted into the finest city in the Middle East, with the best possible living conditions for 
all classes of the population. Town-planning consultants were engaged to draw up a plan 
to convert Kuwait into a model town. The plan includes the redevelopment of the central 
area within the city walls to provide broad arterial and perimeter thoroughfares and 
spacious sites for the main government offices. It also includes the replanning of the 
market and commercial areas to enable these to cope with the town’s increasing business
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