






RCC Vice-Chairman Mr. Saddam Hussein chairing a Planning Board meeting

Saddam Hussein Calls fo
Socialist Fiscal Control



Emphasis on Removing Disparities Between Urb
and Rural Areas

Integrated Plan for Build
Socialism



apartment houses and prefabricated houses. In the field 
of services, especially in the governorates and rural 
areas, the annual plan stressed the need for wider 
health and social services, the supply of drinking water 
and youth welfare. The annual plan attempted to reflect 
the ambitions of the Party and the Revolution in providing 
public services to all the citizens through increasing 
allocations for this year compared to last year in the 
following rates.

Water projects 72%.
Sewage system 69%.
Projects for Public Services in governorates 66%.
Housing projects 47%.
Summer Resorts and Tourism 24%.
Youth Welfare Projects 22%.
Social Services Projects 14%.

Great importance and special priority were given to 
education and to preparation of manpower. The plan 
stressed the importance of the requirements of 
education in general, compulsory education, boarding 
schools for secondary classes, especially for the wards 

sectoral production plans.

A. Agricultural sector: The targe
produce about 1.7 million tons of whe
barely, 358,000 tons of rice, 41,000 to
million eggs and about 23,000 tons o

B. Industrial sector: the plan aim
of 5,1 million tons of cement, 720 mi
93000 tons of dairy products, 134000
oil. 320000 tons sugar, 124 million 
various textiles, 164000 tons of iron 
manufacture of 4000 tractors and 
buses.

C. Transport and Communica
socialist sector aims at transporting 
goods by cars, 2376 million tons by r
to supplying means of transport for 1
between the cities, 278 million inside 
million inside the governorates.

D. Construction and Services S
to the housing projects mentioned a



International symposium on information taking place in Baghdad

For a Just Information System b

man — in their social and econ

Iraqi 

t is generally accepted that mass communication 
media are instrumental factors in the process of 
society build-up and of progress, or regress, if 

improperly used, of nations. Colonialists and 

process. They should work on enli
able to play his role in the society 
importance of the information me



Who is Fooling Who? by o

P rime Minister Menachem Begin of “ Israel” threa­
tened on January 8 that he would withdraw his 
so-called “peace plan" if President Anwar 
Sadat of Egypt continued to speak against the Zionist 

settlements in Sinai. The Begin threat came in the wake 
of "Israeli” Cabinet decision to “maintain, expand and 
further strengthen” these settlements there.

The Begin plan (Iraq Today, Dec. 15-31) has been 
scornfully rejected by all the Arab quarters including the 
apologists of Sadat treachery. It has found favour only 
with the rulers in Washington who have all along been 
underwriting Zionist intransigence. Begin has dared put 
up this document of occupation and expansion on 
bargain counter because he has measured up an 
Anwar Sadat who has burnt all the bridges on his road 
to surrender. When the Egyptian ruler isolated himself 
from the main current of Arab revolution, he lost his 
power base — the revolutionary Arab masses. And

Mr. Sadat for his part is re
contempt with more concessions. 
Sudan on January 8 he told newsm
agreed in principle with Carter’s think
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr. 
stated recently that he was 
establishment of a Palestinian state 
and Israel” . He did not retract this s
during his tri-continental tour he stop
on January 4 only to tell Mr. Sadat th
couched in diplomatic parlance
statement the US President said:

"There must be a resolution 
problem in all its aspects. The resolu
must recognise the legitimate rights
people and enable the Palestinians 
determination of their own future" (G



P o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a n d 
s o m e  e a r l y  r e s p o n s e s  b y  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e

I t  w a s  i n  1 9 6 8 ,  w h e n  I e n j o y e d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  i n t e r ­
v i e w i n g  t h e  e m i n e n t  p r o f e s s o r  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e  a t 
t h e  C h a t h a m  H o u s e  i n  L o n d o n .  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e  w a s 
t h e n  a l r e a d y  7 9  y e a r s  o l d ,  b u t  I w e l l  r e m e m b e r  h i s 

a l m o s t  b o y i s h  d e l i g h t  i n  b e i n g  q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h e 
A r n o l d  T o y n b e e  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  2 6  a n d  2 8 ,  w h e n 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  r e g a r d e d  h i m  a s  a  r a d i c a l  y o u n g  m a n 
w i t h  “ B o l s h e v i k  l e a n i n g s  ’ i .  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e ’ s  m e m o r i e s ' 
a n d  a n s w e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  r e f e r r i n g  b a c k  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a 
c e n t u r y ,  w e r e  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  l i v e l y ,  e x c e p t i o n a l l y 
a c c u r a t e ,  a l m o s t  f r i g h t e n i n g l y  c o m p u t e r - l i k e  —  s o  a s  i f 
h e  w e r e  k e e n  o n  p r o v i n g  t o  h i m s e l f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l 
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  h i s  l i f e  s p a n  a s  a  k i n d  o f  m e a n i n g f u l 
u n i t y  a n d  w e l l  p l a n n e d  e d i f i c e  o f  c o s m o p o l i t a n 
d i m e n s i o n s .  A t  t h e  a g e  o f  7 9  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e  s t r u c k  m e 
a s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  y o u n g  a n d  w h e n  h e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f u t u r e 
o f  m a n k i n d  a n d  t h e  w o r l d - p l a n  o f  C . A .  D o x i a d i s , 2  h e 
n e v e r  s o u n d e d  u t o p i a n  b u t  p r o m i s i n g .

A r n o l d  T o y n b e e  w a s  g o o d  t o  y o u n g  r e s e a r c h e r s .  A t 
f i r s t  m y  h e a r t  t h r o b b e d .  B e i n g  a  f o r e i g n e r  a s  w e l l  a s 
f e e l i n g  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e g r i t y  a n d 
c o r d i a l i t y  o f  t h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  I s u d d e n l y 
f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  m y  i n t e r v i e w  q u e s t i o n e d  t m s 
v e r y  i n t e g r i t y  b y  p i n p o i n t i n g  s i n s  i n  h i s  e a r l y  c a r e e r .

I w a s  t h e n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w r i t i n g  m y  s t u d y  o n  t h e 
“ B i r t h  o f  t h e  m a n d a t e  i d e a  a n d  i t s  f u l f i l m e n t  i n  l r a q " 3  a n d 
I h a d  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o f i l e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  A r n o l d 
T o y n b e e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  w o u l d  b e 
h e l p f u l  f o r  a  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  d e e p e r 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h o s e  s t r a n d s  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  c r o s s ­
f e r t i l i z a t i o n s  o f  i d e a s  t h a t  g a v e  s h a p e  t o  t h e  m a n d a t e 
c o n c e p t  -  a  c o n c e p t  w h i c h  a s  w e  a l l  k n o w  w a s 
a m b i g u o u s  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e ,  a l i e n  t o  t h e  A r a b  p e o p l e  a n d 
s o o n  s e r v i n g  a s  a  g o o d  c o v e r  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  a p p e t i t e  o f 
t h e  E n t e n t e  p o w e r s ,  w h i c h  v i c t o r i o u s l y  e m e r g e d  f r o m

t h e  w a r .  I n  f a c t ,  w a s  I n o t  a s k i n g  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d 
p r o f e s s o r  T o y n b e e ,  w h e r e  a s  a  y o u n g  m a n  h e  h a d  m a d e  a 
c o m p r o m i s e  w i t h  i m p e r i a l i s m  •  a  c o m p r o m i s e  n o t  m a d e 
o u t  o f  o p p o r t u n i s m  b u t  r a t h e r  s t i p u l a t e d  b y  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r 
v i s i o n  o f  t h e  r i s e  a n d  d e c l i n e  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n s  i n  t h e 
s p e c i f i c  a n d  h i s t o r i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m 
a n d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d ?

P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y .  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e  w a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o 
t h e  m a n d a t e  c o n c e p t ;  p o l i t i c a l l y  h o w e v e r  h e  f o u g h t 
a g a i n s t  t h e  w a y ,  h o w  t h e  m a n d a t e  w a s  e x e c u t e d .

L e t  m e  i l l u s t r a t e ,  w h a t  I m e a n ,  b y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  s o m e 
o f  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o m p a n i o n s  a n d 
m a s t e r s  s u c h  a s  J a n  C h r i s t i a n  S m u t s ,  t o  w h o s e 
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  h o l i s m  h e  o w e d  s o  m u c h  i n  h i s  f o r m a t i v e 
y e a r s .  I n  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r  a l l  t h e s e  m e n  s e t  a b o u t  t o 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s h a p i n g  o f  a  n e w  w o r l d  o r d e r ,  w h e n  t h e 
p r o s p e c t s  o f  p e a c e  w e r e  s t i l l  d i m .

I n  1 9 2 4  S n o u t s  w r o t e  t o  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d  a t  O x f o r d , 
G i l b e r t  M u r r a y ,  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  G r e c i a n ,  l i b e r a l  a n d  b y - 
t h e - w a y  f a t h e r  o f  l a w  o f  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e  ( I  q u o t e ) :  " Y o u 
w i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h e  f i r s t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w e  h a d  i n  A p r i l 
1 9 1 7  w h e n  I s a i d  t h a t  o u r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e s e r v e s  o u g h t  t o 
b e  m o b i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r  a n d  i t s 
g r e a t  r e s u l t s . . .  T h e  g r e a t  c a u s e s ,  o n c e  w e l l  s t a r t e d ,  p u s h 
t h r o u g h  b y  t h e i r  o w n  i n n e r  m o m e n t u m ' ^ .

A t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m  t h e r e  i s  t h e 
s p e c u l a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  s o m e t h i n g  h a d  g o n e  w r o n g  w i t h 
t h a t  p u s h .

I n  1 9 2 8  i n  N e w  Y o r k ,  S a l v a d o r  d e  M a d a r i a g a  a n d 
H .  N .  B r a i l s f o r d ,  t w o  m o r e  s p i r i t u a l  f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r s  o f 
t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  m a n d a t e  c o n c e p t ,  t o o k 
□ a r t  i n  a  d e b a t e  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s  c o u l d 
c o p e  w i t h  i m p e r i a l i s m .  S a l v a d o r  d e  M a d a r i a g a 
c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  h e  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e 
m a n d a t e  a r t i c l e  2 2  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f 
N a t i o n s  a s  “ t h e  w o r s t  f i g  l e a f  o f  t h e  w h o l e  s h o w " ,  b u t 
t h a t  l a t e r  h e  h a d  c o m e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  h o p e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e 
m a n d a t e  c o n c e p t  s i g n a l i z e o  t h a t  i m p e r i a l i s m  w o u l d  b e 
t e m p o r a r y  o n l y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  l i m i t e d  i r f  t i m e s .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  s u r e l y  w a s  a  m o o d  o f  d e f e a t 
a n d  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  d e f i a n c e  a m o n g  t h e  r a n k s  o f 
t h e s e  m e n .  A r n o l d  T o y n b e e ,  w h o  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e 
w a r  h a d  s a t  o n  t h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y ' s  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  O T J 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  w a s  l a t e r  o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
o u t s p o k e n  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  p a m p h l e t s  o n  t h e  L e a g u e  o f

A r n o l d  T o y n b e e
" I r a q  T o d a y " —  J a n u a r y  1 - 1 5 , 1 9 7 8



President Houari Boumedienne of Algeria holding talks in Baghdad on January 3 with President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr and 
Vice-Chairman of Revolution Command Council Mr. Saddam Hussein on ways and means of steadfastly confronting the 
imoerialishzionisbreactionarv scheminas in (he Arab area.

President Siad Berre of Somalia discussing in Baghdad on December 29 with President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr the situation 
obtaining in the Horn of Africa.

Talks being held in Baghdad on January 6, between the delegations representing the Arab Baath Socialist Party (ABSP) led 
by Mr. Shibly al-Aysami. Assistant Secretary General of ABSP and the Lebanese National Movement. The two sides discussed 
measures for defeating the conspiracies hatched by Lebanese rightists and the Zionist expansionists who are trying to liquidate 
the Palestinian resistance and Lebanese progressive movement.

Dr George Habash, Secretary-General of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) being received at the 
Baghdad International Airport on January 3 by Mr. Tareq Aziz, member of the ABSP National Leadership. Dr. Habash discussed 
with the Iraqi political leadership the measures for strengthening the popular resistance against surrender solutions that are 
being dished up by Carter-Sadat-Begin axis against the interest of Arab masses and Palestinian revolution.



B e l l o w  w i t h  T .  K o | l e k ,  M a y o r  o f  o c c u p i e d  J e r u s a l e m

H o w  t o  V i s i t  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  W i n  a  N o b e l  P r i z e
A u t h o r :  S a u l  B e l l o w
P u b l i s h e r :  S e e k e r  &  W a r b u r g  -  L o n d o n 
R e v i e w e r :  F .  E l - M a n s s o u r y

M r .  S a u l  B e l l o w ,  A m e r i c a n  n o v e l i s t ,  N o b e l  p r i z e 
w i n n e r ,  a r d e n t  Z i o n i s t ,  h a s  b e e n  t o  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  b a c k . 
R e s u l t :  A  b o o k  o f  i m p r e s s i o n s  i n  1 8 2  p a g e s .  A n y  r e a d e r 
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  M r .  B e l l o w ' s  n o v e l s  w h i c h  a r e  m a i n l y 
p e o p l e d  b y  J e w i s h  p r o t a g o n i s t s ,  w o u l d  k n o w  w h a t  h e  i s 
i n  f o r  e v e n  b e f o r e  g o i n g  p a s t  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  p a g e ?  o f  h i s 
s m a l l  b o o k .

M r .  B e l l o w ' s  j o u r n e y  t o  J e r u s a l e m  i s  a  j o u r n e y  i n t o 
a  m y t h l a d e n  p a s t  a s  i s  s y m b o l i s e d  b y  t h e  t w o  h u n d r e d 
H a s s i d i m  f a n a t i c s  w h o  a r e  o n  t h e  p l a n e  w i t h  h i m .  O n e  o f 
t h e m  g e t s  i n t o  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h i m  a n d  B e l l o w 
d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  t h i s  m a n  w h o  w o r k s  w i t h  h i s  f e l l o w 
H a s s i d s  i n  a  s w e a t e r  f a c t o r y  i n  N e w  J e r s e y ,  d o e s n ’ t 
s p e a k  a  w o r d  o f  E n g l i s h .  H e  d o e s n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  a 
m a t h e m a t i c i a n  i s  ( B e l l o w  s  w i f e  a  m a t h e m a t i c i a n )  a n d 
h a s  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  E i n s t e i n .  H o w e v e r ,  B e l l o w ’ s  w i f e 
l i k e s  t h e s e  r e l i c s  o f  t h e  p a s t ;  s h e  f i n d s  t h e m  c h e e r f u l , 
w a r m  a n d  n a t u r a l .  S h e  a l s o  l o v e s  t h e i r  c o s t u m e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  ‘ b e a u t i f u l  h a t s ’ .

' Y o u  m i g h t  f i n d  t h e m  a  l i t t l e  h a r d  t o  l i v e  w i t h ’ , h e r 
h u s b a n d  w a r n s  h e r .  ' Y o u ’ d  h a v e  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e i r 
w a y ,  n o  o p t i o n s  g i v e n ’ .

R e a d i n g  o n ,  o n e  g e t s  t h e  o v e r p o w e r i n g  i m p r e s s i o n 
t h a t  B e l l o w  h i m s e l f . w a n t s  t h e  g e n t i l e  w o r l d  t o  d o 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h e  I s r a e l i  w a y  o r  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  g i v e  t h e  Z i o n i s t s 
a  c a r t e  b l a n c h e ,  c o n d o n i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  o p p o s i n g 
n o t h i n g .

M r .  B e l l o w ’ s  b l a c k l i s t  o f  v i l l a i n s  i s  n o t  a  s h o r t  o n e .  I t 
i n c l u d e s  L e  M o n d e  ( w h i c h  h e  a c c u s e s  o f  o p e n l y  s i d i n g 
w i t h  t h e  A r a b s  s i n c e  1 9 7 3 )  a n d  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  ( ' a 
g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h i n  a  g o v e r n m e n t ’ ) .  E v e n  t h a t  o l d  a n d 
t r i e d  f r i e n d  o f ' I s r a e l ' , 4 h e  w e l l - k n o w n  c o l u m n i s t ,  J o s e p h 
A l s o p ,  d o e s n ' t  c o m e  o f f  w e l l  i n  B e l l o w ' s  b o o k ,  f o r  h e  h a d 
t h e  t e m e r i t y  t o  c r i t i c i s e  ' I s r a e l ’ s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  D r .

K i s s i n g e r .  A n d  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  K i s s i n g e r  i s  n o t  o n e  o f 
B e l l o w ' s  f a v o u r i t e  p o l i t i c i a n s .

A n o t h e r  d e v o t e d  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  e n t i t y  w h o 
g e t s  s h o r t  s h i f t  f r o m  M r .  B .  i s  M o n s i e u r  J e a n  -  P a u l 
S a r t r e ;  ' I  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  h e  r e a l l y  k n o w s  w h a t  h e  i s 
s a y i n g '  w r i t e s  B e l l o w .

A l l  t h e s e  m e n  -  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  a n d  L e  M o n d e 
p e o p l e  -  t h e  S a r t r e s ,  K i s s i n g e r s  a n d  A l s o p s  a r e 
c a s t i g a t e d  f o r  n o t  g i v i n g  t h e  Z i o n i s t  e n t i t y  t h e i r 
W H O L E H E A R T E D  s u p p o r t .  T h e y  h a d  n o t  d o n e 
e v e r y t h i n g  ‘ I s r a e l i  w a y ' .  T h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  w a s  n o t

“ I r a q  T o d a y ”  —  J a n u a r y  1 - 1 5 , 1 9 7 8



A research paper prepared by 
Iraqi Ministry of Oil and 
introduced to Baghdad World Oil 
Conference (December 15-18. 
1977).
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two forces, i.e. the monopolistic state and the 
monopolistic capital. The interrelatedness of these two 
forces aims at trying to stop the collapse of the capitalist 
system on one hand, and on the other to redistribute the 
national income in the industrially developed capitalist 
countries themselves and at the level of the capitalist 
world as a whole (including the Third World) in favour of 
monopoly capital and multinational monopolistic 
groups As it is stressed by the two American 
progressive economists Baran and Sweezy in their 
book (Monopoly Capital): ‘ the Predominant and motive 
factor in the whole of monopoly capitalist system is the 
giant corporation".

Oil multinational monopolistic corporations:

The biggest multinational monopoly group is the 
international oil monopoly group which got the name of 
World Petroleum Cartel. Becausethis cartel is formed of 
seven big monopoly corporations it is sometimes called 
the big seven or the seven sisters and it is also called the 
oil empire.

in conditions of flagrant imperialist int
unequal conditions. They drained h
surpass all the known rates of profits
trade and economy.

One of the direct products of the
and of the policies of oil multination
became a state within the state, w
deformed and generally backward na
For a long time the people of Iraq were
control over their rich oil wealth. The Ira
has also sufferred, for a long penod, fro
oil monopolies.

Iraqi working class and oil monopo

As previously mentioned, monop
oil industry in Iraq was restricted 
extraction and exportation of crude o
locally processed. As for the formatio
power and the development of Iraqi t
the labour-chances made available b



Islamic settlements and colonies of 
em igrants in these countries. 
Hence, the Arab traveller, whether 
merchant or religious preacher, 
wishing.to travel or migrate to these 
territories had already a community 
to welcome him and supply him with 
facilities of abode.

The trip  o f Suleiman, the 
merchant from Siraf, is one of the 
earliest Arab journeys to China 
(A.H.237 - A.D. 851). Little is known 
about his life, but we are certain that 
he visited China several times on 
business. His narrations however, 
were augmented by a later traveller, 
Ibn W ahb al-Qurashi, who left 
Basrah after its devastation by the 
negroes, (A.H. 257 - A.D. 870) and 
ultimately reached "Khanqu" 
(Canton). In the fourth century A.H. 
(tenth A.D.) an author from Siraf, 
Abu Zeid al-Hassan as-Sirafi from 
Basrah wrote down the stories of 
both Suleiman and Ibn Wahb and

Scientific Aspects of Arab Travels
Taken from "H isto ric Origins 
o f Islamic Arab Civilisation in 
the Far East" by

B efore dealing with this topic, 
we would like to answer the 
question: to which extent 

were the Arab and Muslim travellers 
and geographers true to fact in 
describing the eastern seas and 
countries on the way that Arab trade 
took to the Far East?

Despite the fact that the precursor 
pioneers and travellers lacked 
copability for scientific thinking, 
they, nevertheless, jotted down 
many observations which are useful 
scientifically. On the other hand, 
that category of travellers, whose 
names are identified with the fields 
of geography and meteorology, 
appeared on the scene later on, i.e. 
since the second half of the third 
century A.H. They certified and 
complemented the Greeks and 
Romans in theory and fact, 
enriching world knowledge with 
encyclopaedic, detailed, and

extensive data.

Here pops up a significant truth 
which should not escape reckoning. 
It lies in the fact that many of the 
achievements of the Arabs and 

•Muslims in the realms of civilisation, 
culture, literature and the arts were 
directly connected with the Muslims' 
ardour to disseminate their religion 
wherever they went in abidance by 
the message of Islam to become the 
religion of the entire humanity. 
This vim by its own definition, 
impelled many Muslims — 
merchants, scholars, legists, 
travellers,, and seamen — to travel far 
and wide with their minds hitched to 
the objective of spreading the 
Islamic mission.

These achievements were 
similarly attached to another target 
explained in that economic and 
commercial activity which 
accompanied the expansion of the 
Arab state to remote territories, 
east, west, north and south.. Here 
again we must keep in mind a basic

truth which says that the Muslim 
Arab merchant, while seeking profit 
in business, was always exerting 
efforts to transmit his creed to all 
those whom he happened to 
encounter in his movements.

In the huge piles of volumes 
pertaining to travel and geography, 
we find detailed descriptions of the 
land or sea routes followed by the 
authors of these works; of the cities, 
the regions and the islands they 
passed by or through; of the human 
races they encountered, their social 
customs and creeds, foods, drinks 
and costumes, the architectural 
styles, the economic systems and 
business methods and commercial 
exchange. In short, they leave no 
stone unturned in describing the 
countries they visit. Their work was 
tremendously enhanced by the 
length of their residence in these 
lands, mingling with the population 
in various aspects, including 
marriage with native women. Then 
came the time for founding Arab-

gave them the shape handed down 
to our generation.

The journey of Suleiman the 
merchant, with its supplement made 
by Abu Zeid as-Sirafi is considered 
among the most important Arab 
works on their tours in the Indian 
Ocean and the China sea. This 
combined work was printed by 
orientalist Langeles in A.D. 1811 
and then published by orientalist 
Ferrand in the collection of journeys

and the Arabic, Persian and Turkish 
geographic texts pertaining to the 
Far East, which he translated into 
French with comments in two 
volumes.

The book of Suleiman with its 
supplement is the first book 
published in the west about China. 
When it appeared, some fanatic 
Eurpean researchers were struck 
with awe and amazement, so they 
attacked the translator severely and 
accused him of forgery. History, 
however, was just to the man as the 
original copy which Ferrand relied 
on was preserved in Gilbert’s 
library, the contents of which fell, 
after the decease of the proprietor 
into the hands of Count de Soignlay 
and then into the ownership of "The 
French National Library". A well- 
known French scholar, "de Genier", 
stumbled on it and published 
several articles about it in the Asian 
Society Journal (vol. 33). Since then 
scholars and researchers were 
satisfied with t authenticity.

genuiness and scientific estimation 
of the work.

Suleiman, the merchant, 
describes the navigational route to 
the Far East in a strictly scientific 
manner which helped Ferrand to 
trace on the modern maps from the 
point of boarding the boat from Siraf 
to Kelam (on the coast of Malibar), 
passing through the Talik Strait 
(north of Ceylon), crossing the Bay 
of Bengal and reaching the 
Lingballos Island (one of the

Nekobar islands), advancing to 
Kelah-Berah (on the western coast 
of Malay) and from there to Teomen 
Island in the southwest of Malacca 
and thence to Cape St. James near 
Saigon, then to Hainan and Finally 
to Khanqu (Canton), Capital of 
Kwangtung province in China 
through Hainan Strait. The journey 
lasted a little more than four months.

It is quite likely that Suleiman's 
journey is on record as the first Arab 
work that speaks with objectivity 
and personal experience about the 
coasts of the great eastern sea and 
the nautical routes leading to them. 
Yet this journey was an affluent 
source of information utilized later 
by Ibn Khoradathabba, Ibn al-Faqih, 
Istakhuri, Ibn Hawqal and Mas'udi, 
all of whom were, noted travellers 
and authors.

Suleiman left a vivid description of 
the coasts, islands, harbours and 
cities, their populations, products 
and trade commodities. It is 
however a fact that Sinologists have 
asserted that Suleiman's data on 
Canton are accurate and elaborate.

We find in this exquisite and 
unique journey a description of the 
sea waves, the shells and 
ambergris.

He described the islands and their 
valuable minerals and talked about 
matrimonial ceremonies and 
traditions in some remote islands, 
the food of the natives and their 
"strange” habits. In describing the 
city o f Khanqu, Suleiman says that 
its governor was a Muslim whom the 
ruler of China (the emperor) 
authorized the task of administering 
justice among the Muslims who 
betake themselves to these 
destinations. He was also the one 
who led people in prayer and 
delivered sermons to the 
congregation. He also described the 
Arab colonies and mosques which 
they were permitted to build in order 
to perform their cultic practices.

About the Chinese people, he 
cited some particular information 
which is scientifically valuable, as
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one can judge from the following:

* The women of China uncover 
heir heads and keep up their hair by 

combs.

* The Chinese learn reading and 
writing without exceptions whether 
rich or poor, young or old. They take 
great interest in calligraphy.

* The king was hearing 
complaints of plaintiffs, examining 
heir cases and restoring their 

rights.

• The Chinese have a science of 
medicine and knowledge of the 
stars and the arts. Their painting 

an-Nadhr bin Maimon who lived in 
Basrah and departed to China about 
this time. So it may be possible to 
consider these “Abadhi" merchants 
as the harbingers of the succeeding 
travellers. Ibn Rustah quotes 
someone he calls “ Abu Abdulla bin 
Ishaq" who spent two years in 
"Qamar", (the old name of 
Cambodia). Barthold considers this 
fellow as the basic source on India 
for the Arab geographers.

The maritime route later followed 
by the Arabs perfectly coincides 
with that described by Suleiman the 
merchant. On the other hand, 
Mas'udi relates that a Muslim 
merchant from Samarkand supplied 

of the sea
they numb
are inhab
are cocon
the crafts 
them hav
ships pas
boats c
cocounts 
clothing".
“ Indman"
people w
frizzy ha
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the Mediterranean Sea to the Arabian Gulf. His capital 
Akkad has not yet been discovered, but is probably to be 
sought along the Euphrates, between Babylon and 
Kish.

Naramsin, the grandson of Sargon, was the last 
truly great king of Akkad. Yet even a man of great power 
could not prevent the downfall of the Akkadian empire. A 
powerful barbarian people, the Guti, conquered Akkad 
and razed the city to the ground (2200 B.C.).

Gudea King of Lagash

Just about the time these conquerors disappeared 
a monarch was reigning in Lagash who truly merited the 
title of "great king". In the twenty years of his reign he 
brought the land of Sumer to a powerful eminence once 
more. Under his patronage arts, sciences and 
architecture received new encouragement. The dolerite 
statues of Gudea will always remain the principal

celebrated Sir Leonard Wooley. It led
that are among the most spectacu
archaeology; they include not only the 
to light in the royal graves of Ur, but
evidence of the Great Flood.

Hammourabi
Hammourabi, whose name mean

is great", was of west Semitic origin, a
Akkad became stamped with cul
Sumerian dynasty. Like Sargon, h
great new empire. The severe but jus
Hammourabi brought prosperity to the
on which his laws are inscribed wa
where it had been taken by the Kassit
Babylon. And now. it is in the Louvre, 

The Kassites

After Ham m ourabi’s death, 



The

T hey looked at the playground and found a huge 
tank standing there like a calamity. The tank was 
as big as a mounlain. It had filled the ground with 
its huge bulk. They were sad. They had removed th

backs, rocks and broken pieces of glass thrown from the 
place, and cleared enough of it Io make a narrow piece 
of land suitable lor a little football playground But now 
they lost it completely after the conquerers came to Ihe 
neighbourhood. They were afraid of Ihe tank, because 
they had seen how the fire flew out of the canon in front 
of it, like waler flowing out ol a rubber tube. This 
happened when they destoyed Ihe Carantina quarter 
over their heads months ago, and drove them out of it by 
force, before they were sluffed in (his collapsing 
building.
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