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P r a g u e - B a g h d a d  C a l l  f o r 
l i b e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  o c c u p i e d  A r a b 
l a n d s

C o n c e r n  O v e r  E x p l o ­
s i v e  M - E  S i t u a t i o n

I r a q  a n d  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r 
s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  e x p l o s i v e  s i t u a ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e 

e x p a n s i o n i s t  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  e n t i t y  w h i c h  d e ­
n i e s  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  A r a b  p e o p l e  t h e i r  i n a l i e n a b l e 
n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s .

T h i s  w a s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  j o i n t  c o m m u n i q u e 
i s s u e d  o n  J u n e  3  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  4 - d a y  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t 
p a i d  t o  I r a q  b y  D r .  G u s t a v  H u s a k ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c  o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a .  D r .  H u s a k 
a r r i v e d  i n  B a g h d a d  o n  M a y  3 0 .

T h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n 
t h a t  n o  j u s t  a n d  d u r a b l e  p e a c e  c o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d 
i n  t h e  A r a b  r e g i o n  u n l e s s  a l l  o c c u p i e d  A r a b  t e r r i ­
t o r i e s  w e r e  l i b e r a t e d  a n d  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l 
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  A r a b  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g 
t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  w e r e  r e a l i s e d .

B o t h  c o u n t r i e s  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h 
t h e  j u s t  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  R e s i s t a n c e 
M o v e m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Z i o n i s t  a g g r e s s i o n ,  a n d  d e c ­
l a r e d  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b a c k i n g  a n d 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g ­
g l e  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  a s  t h i s  m o v e ­
m e n t  w a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  A r a b  a n d  w o r l d 
n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  r e s t a t e d  t h e i r 
f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  w a g e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e s 
o f  A s i a ,  A f r i c a  a n d  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a g a i n s t  n e o ­
c o l o n i a l i s m  a n d  r a c i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l 
s o v e r e i g n t y .

r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  n o n - i n t e r f e r ­
e n c e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t ,  s o v e r ­
e i g n t y ,  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  f r e e d o m  a n d  i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  T h e y  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l 
d e t e n t e  s h o u l d  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  m i l i t a r y  o n e .

A t  B a g h d a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  —  M a y  3 0 :  T h e  o f f i c i a l 
r e c e p t i o n  a c c o r d e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  H u s a k  b y  P r e s i d e n t 
B a k r

D I S A R M A M E N T
O n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  d i s a r m a m e n t ,  t h e  t w o  c o u n t ­

r i e s  s t r e s s e d  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t 
t o  s p e e d i n g  u p  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s ­
a r m a m e n t  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  w h i c h  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d 
p a r t i c i p a t e .

D E T E N T E

T h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
d e t e n t e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e m a i n  t h e  d o m i n a n t  t r e n d 
i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  d e s p i t e  t h e 
r e s i s t a n c e  e x e r c i s e d  b y  r e a c t i o n a r y  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s t 
f o r c e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  d e t e n t e  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n

F I G H T I N G  N E O C O L O N I A L I S M
•

B o t h  c o u n t r i e s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n 
o v e r  t h e  v i c t o r i e s  s c o r e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  d e v e ­
l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n  l i b e r a t i n g  t h e i r  e c o n o m i e s  f r o m 
f o r e i g n  m o n o p o l y  d o m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  a f f i r m e d  t h e
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National Per



Secondly, technology and science should be 
nationally adapted. We should not take all the inno­
vations of technology and science and employ 
them as they are. We should adapt them, or some 
of them, to suit our goals and our obtaining ooliti- 
cal,social and economic conditions.

NATIONAL OBJECTIVES

Japanese product in the o
up; and, from a purely co
step is legitimate.

Such a concept is not 
to enter into an industry b
rently purchase its product
not to enter into industry a
able in (he open market is

Thirdly, how to industrialize in our own way
rule for us.

and in conformity with our national objectives and 
our pan-Arab aspirations. It is wrong to imagine 
that whatever we can buy should not be included
in our industrialization plans or that whatever we 
need to employ should be included in the indus­
trialization field. Another highly erroneous thought 
is that mere calculation of our financial capabilities 

BEGIN AND THEN ADVAN

Mr. Saddam Hussein 
the time passes by, there 
understanding among the m
or they are going to reach 
polizing some specific type



Paris Economic Conference by M.

T he International Conference on Economic; 
Cooperation of industrialised and develop­
ing nations ended its second Pans deli­

berations on June 3 The conference did not 
achieve any tangible results because of the intran­
sigence of developed countries The first confer­
ence. held in Paris in December. ” 975. also w it­
nessed similar uncompromising attitude of the in­
dustrialised countries with regard to the demands 

talist countries, was no longer
ing the world economic adva
trialised capitalist countries, o
what they called the restoratio
equilibrium As a matter of 
equilibrium never existed in 
system which witnessed vio
vals resulting from the inher
the system itself. Nevertheles
was made by the victims of th
developing countries —  to sav
troducing a new internationa



b. Writing off and/or rescheduling of debts 
of Third World countries.

c. Transfer to technology and resources to 
poor countries with a view to helping them achieve 
accelerated pace of development.

d. Industrialised world free its patents for the 
immediate use of developing world and extend 
facilities for marketing the latter's industrial manu­
factures.

In addition to its decisions on the Commodity 
Programme, the UNCTAD-IV

a. called for expansion of exports of manufac­

London Summit. Th
ments of the indu
cluding USA, Can
Japan and U.K. dr
confront the develo
ries at Paris. Little 
ders, who were es
international monop
time to consider th
154-Nation UNCTA
with what was pla
Cooperation Confer
oil exporting countr
exportable commod
of developed nation





Basrah Paper Mill Meets 
70 P.C. Domestic Demand

T o visit the paper mill in 
Hartha — 20 kilometres 
from Basrah —  is tanta­

mount to gaining a glimpse of the 
future of Iraqi industry, for here 
is one of the largest and most 
up-to-date works in Iraq. Cons 
truction of the mill began in 1966 
and by 1971 trial production was 
underway. Numerous problems 
had to be surmounted before 
production had reached a com­
mercial level in 1973. Then in 
1974, work commenced to en­
large the mill and forty million 
Iraqi dinars were earmarked for 
this project, thus bringing the 
total capital to sixty-five million 
dinars.

The mill’s position overlooking 
both Shatt-al-Arab river and the 
Basrah-Baghdad road had been 
chosen with great care as the 
cargoes of reeds brought over 
from the nearby marshes region 
could be transported to the mill 
in barges, while the finished 
goods could be carried to the 
capital or to the Basrah harbour 
over a direct route.

Raw Materials

Reeds, the mainstay of the 
Iraqi industry, grow in abundance 
in the marshes and the mill has 
therefore created welcome jobs 
to the inhabitants of that area by 
employing them in the cutting

and transportation of reeds. Ano­
ther raw material that can be 
used in the manufacture of paper 
is the frond (palm-tree branch) 
buj so far no economical way has 
been found to gather frond on a 
large scale. While full mechaniza­
tion is used in the cutting and 
gathering of reeds, fronds can 
only be cut off by hand — a pro­
cess which renders their gather­
ing uneconomical.

The mill uses up to 50.000 tons 
of reeds a year, as well as up to 
10,000 tons of bagasse a year. 
Bagasse is the material left over 
from sugar cane stalks after ex­
tracting its juice. The juice is 
transported to the sugar mill in

Maisan to be used in the sugar 
industry there. The mill also 
imports wood pulp both un­
bleached and bleached.

In addition, the mill receives 
waste paper from all over the 
country and this is utilized in the 
production of boardline. Since the 
mill required around 3000 tons of 
waste paper annually, it has es­

The old section of the mill pro­
duces around 40,300 tons a year

tablished a gathering and pressing 
centre for waste paper.

The fourth raw material re­
quired by the mill is limestone 
and 12,000 tons a year are used 
up when the mill is working at 
maximum capacity.

Production

— 24,800 tons of paper and 
16,500 tons of boardline. This in­
cludes all the kinds of paper in 
common use: writing and print­
ing paper, paper bags, duplex, 
common board, asphalt board, 
kraft and liner, Roneo and draw­
ing paper, offset paper, manilla 
envelopes, coloured paper, enve­
lopes in general, toilet paper, 
waxed paper, cardboard boxes, 
exercise books etc.

A t present the mill satisfies 70 
per cent of the country's require­
ments in paper and plans are now 
under way to increase its pro­
duction capacity.

The men behind the machines

There are at present more than 
2,000 men and women employed 
in the mill either as workers or 
office staff. Consequently, a 
whole township has sprung in 
Hartha —  modern and with all 
the amenities of an up-to-date 
urban centre. The state company 
has built 320 houses for the 
workers and 145 houses for the 
administrative staff. 77 other 
houses are now under construc­
tion. The small town contains a 
school, a kindergarten, two clubs 
and a swimming pool. A co­
operative supermarket has also 
been opened.

The worker in the mill enjoys 
the same benefits enjoyed by 
other workers throughout Iraq. 
And the working conditions are 
ideal: there is full airconditioning 
in the mill. As for safety mea­
sures. there is a fire brigade on a 
constant 24 hour alert.

The paper industry in Iraq is 
forging with full momentum 
ahead.



Mr. Saddam Hussein, Vice-Chairman of the Revolution‘Command Council (RCC), visiting the Ministry of Oil 
on June 1. Mr, Hassan Ali, Minister of Internal Trade (right) and Mr. Adnan Hussein, Minister of Planning 
are listening to the Vice Chairman’s instructions.

Mr. Shibly al-Ayssami, Assit. Secretary General of The ABSP National Leadership, receiving Young Vanguards 
of Baghdad on June 1.

Mr. Waleed Junblact, head of the Lebanese Progressive Socialist Party, holding talks with the founding 
Secretary General of the ABSP National Leadership, Mr. Michel Aflaq, in Baghdad on June 2. NEW S IN PICTURES



As I See It
I n November 1968 a ship carrying 200 tons 

of nuclear material, (enough to make 30 
atomic bombs of the size dropped on 

Hiroshima) and flying the Panama flag, disappeared 
somewhere in the Mediterranean. The mysterious 
disappearance was hushed up all these years only 
to hit the headlines recently when the conference 
of international nuclear experts convening in Salz­
burg admitted that there was an unexplaineo 
"loss '. Since the movement of uranium is sup­
posedly tightly controlled by the European Com­
munity, the sensational disappearance attracted the 
attention of the press and consequently leading 
British papers which dispatched so-called investiga­
tion teams to clear-up the mystery.

Why, did a senior official of 
in 1972 (and his words were
that the inquiry into the mys
into the sand?’

When has the West e
about Palestinian activity? H
journalist, forgotten the pe



Towards self-sufficiency 
in food production

he rise in the standard 
of living and per capita 
income in Iraq over the 

past seven years as a result of 
the socio-economic and cultural 
development, has naturally led 
to an increase in food consump­
tion. The value of imported food­

in 1974 amounted to
$114.8 million compared to $1.6 
million in 1972. Of course the 
rise in the international price of 
wheat had a great impact on the 
country's imports and a heavy 
drain on the budget. The same 
could be said about some other
raw materials.

It  is generally accepted that
the development of agriculture 
can be achieved only by execut­
ing the necessary prerequisites 
i.e. the construction of dams, re­
servoirs, irrigation and drainage 
networks, and the provision of 
adequate fertilizers, etc. To boost 
this vital sector, Itaq is building 
some twelve major projects 
which will irrigate, after comple­
tion in 1980, additional 12 million 
donums (donum =  2500 sq.m).

Kirkuk irrigation project, for ex­
ample. w ill irrigate 450.500 do­
nums in the coming five years;

this area will increase to 1.5 mil­
lion in 1978.

The other factor which could 
play a significant role in foodstuff 
production increase is the type 
of land ownership. Despite the 
fact that the present ownership 
represents an advanced type com­
pared with the old feudal-capitalist 
types, it is still behind expectation. 
In order to enhance and expand 
the three features of the socialist 
sector (state ’ arms, collective 
farms and cooperatives), social­
ist orientation of the farmers is

All indicators show that the
agricultural cooperative move­
ment in the country is keeping 
pace with the socio-economic 
transformations currently being 
brought about in the countryside 
effecting a qualitative production 
leap forward. In 1968 the number 
of cooperatives was only 443 
comprising 6037 members; but in 
1976 it reached 1721 cooperatives 
of various types comprising 
267720 farmers working in an 
area of 18.3 million donums. The
cooperatives activities are
fined to marketing, guidance, sup­
ply of means of production, such

as water pumps, tractors, trans­
port vehicles and other agricul­
tural machinery and implements.

State farms are now consider­
ed the major feature of the social­
ist sector in the agricultural field. 
In 1975 the government enacted 
the State Farm Organisation Law 
proceeding from the conviction 
that this sector can play a leading 
and effective role In developing 
agricultural production, improving 
labour and administrative system, 
and applying scientific and mo­
dern mechanisation, and the rela­
tionship between ’ he interests of 
workers and the requirements of 
production was also established 
by the law.

Moreover, the newly estab­
lished organisation aims at draw­
ing up agricultural programmes 
foi the utilisation of its land in co­
ordination with the national eco­
nomic need and within the frame­
work of the national development 
plans. Also to promote agricul­
tural resources by reclaiming, 
operating, maintaining and ex­
panding irrigation and drainage 
networks and training and pre­
paring the necessary cadres for 
farms administration. It is worth 
mentioning that during one year 
only eight state farms were affili­
ated to the organisation the total 
area of which is 277,132 donums 
where an assortment of crops 
like wheat, maize, potato, clover, 
soya beans, sugar beet, etc, 
were cultivated.

Iraq at present is adopting and 
applying a comprehensive plan to 
diversify, improve and increase 
food production through the 
development and enhancement of 
the existing socio-productive re­
lationship to achieve an advanced 
socialist type.

It is expected that in five years 
time domestic demand of raw 
material and foodstuffs will - be 
met in addition to contributing 
to the requirements of other Arab 
and Third World countries



Priorities

XH

A Question 
of

he current international search for a solu­
tion to the Arab-Zionist conflict in the 
Middle East appears to be giving a higher 

priority to a so-called peaceful settlement than to 
the requirements of justice for the Palestinians. It 
is imperative, therefore, if a just peace is to be 

The continuing reports 
for peace proposals, which
under international supervis
need to define more clearly
of the Palestinians. The U
many occasions affirmed the 
exiles to return home, witho
anything to implement this r
inaction of the United Nati
There is now a danger, how
proposals for "secure borde
mini-state in Palestine for th
used to bypass their right t
part of Palestine. The practi
be that a racist "Israel", st
return to the Palestinians, co
by an international force in a
of peace could result in the
belled the aggressors if the
to return home, and "Israe
racist policy under United N



H a tra -A  M om ent in
E tern ity
A v is it to  th e  c ity 
of th e  Sun God

O n a clear day in the 
desert a man can see 
forever. Thus we catch 

a glimpse of the Golden Temples 
in the distance a few minutes 
after leaving the Baghdad-Mosul 
road. Turning left at kilometre 316 
we follow the zigzag road that 
will end after 26 kilometres at 
the ancient city of Hatra. Hatra 
— this fabled city rising in the 
desert!

In the distance the towering 
ruins seem like mirage, for, 
amidst the shimmering desert, 
the scene is enveloped in a 
dreamlike atmosphere. Why 
should anyone want to build a 
city in the middle of the desert?

But then we remember that 
this is not the only desert city 
the ancient Arabs built; Palmyra 
springs to mind. Palmyra and 
Hatra! Twin cities that evoke simi­
lar visions. Both were built of 
solid rock in the middle of the 
desert; both employed a Greco- 
Roman style of architecture and 
yet these cities had a distinctive 
style in sculpture. Their ancient 
Arab artists were not averse to 
representing their kings and 
queens in naturalistic garb that 
was so different from the stylized 
school of the ancient Greeks and 
Romans with their godlike figure.

Who built Hatra?

The answer to this question 
is easy enough; the ancient 
Arabs. Ever since the decline of 
the Assyrian empire in the

seventh century B.C. Arab tribes 
from the peninsula had settled in 
the Jezira. Speaking an Arabic 
dialect, they employed Aramaic 
script in their writing. They were 
a highly civilized as well as 
a warlike people. Their small 
kingdom was a kind of buffer 
state lying between the two 
super powers of that era: the 
Roman Empire and the Sassanid 
kingdom. The Hatrans derived 
their wealth from the position of 
their city as it lay astride the 
trade route between east and 
west. But this strategic position 
proved to be their undoing at the 
end, for it brought them the co­
vetous desires of their mighty 
neighbours who were out to grab 
the treasures of their golden city.

We still do not know much 
about the history of Hatra, but 
we do know from the chronicles 
of Dion Cassius that Trajan, the 
Roman emperor laid siege to 
Hatra in 117 A.D. This siege was 
unsuccessful. By 363 A.D. how­
ever, the city had long ceased 
to exist as a populated area. We 
learn this from the account left 
by Ammianus Marcellinus, who 
had accompanied the emperor 
Julian in his campaign against 
the Persians. Consequently, the 
historian has to rely on the 
archaeologist in trying to unravel 
the mysteries of Hatra. Around 
300Aramaic inscriptions have sur­
vived. as well as one transcription 
in Greek and three in Latin, but
most of them are votive inscrip­
tions and invocations —

don't tell us much about the his­
tory of the city. However, by ar­
ranging the little information we 
have in a jigsaw-puzzle-sort-of- 
way, we find that the history of 
Hatra falls chiefly into three 
stages.

Water attracts Bedouins

The area in which Hatra was 
built, was and remains a place 
where water is plentiful —  a fact 
which accounts for the rich graz­
ing grounds still used by the 
bedouin of this part of the desert. 
Its rich pastures had encouraged 
the roaming Arab tribes to settle 
down and to build a gleaming 
town of solid rock. Like several 
cities of that age. Hatra was a 
round city. And as a desert city 
lying astride the caravan routes, 
it no doubt had great religious 
importance for the traders. The 
most ancient temple found in 
Hatra is a Hellenistic structure 
dating back to The Seleucid 
period. Beginning as a client 
state of the Parthian empire, 
Hatra was first governed by 
Sheikhs (RABBE) who were res­
ponsible for the temples. In the 
first century of the Christian era 
however, the city passed into its 
second stage: it was now ruled 
by political leaders addressed as 
"Marya”  which means "my lord” .

By the second century. Hatra 
had developed into a monarchy. 
King Sanatruq built the sanctuary 
of the sun. the northern wall of 
the temple and colonnades. 
Hatra was growing in vigour.

Siege after siege

In 198 A.D., Hatra experienced 
its second great siege, when the 
Roman Septimus Severus tried 
to take it. The Hatrans fought 
fiercely, forcing the Romans to

retreat. Chroniclers record that 
the Hatrans were famed for their 
archers and their Greek fire — 
both of which they used with 
deadly effectiveness against the 
invaders. A second siege under­
taken by Severus also met with 
failure and Hatra emerged vic­
torious with its prestige greatly 
enhanced among the nations.

Ctesiphon's suzerainty over 
Hatra had become largely sym­
bolic. as Hatra was now fully 
independent, its king taking on 
the title of "victorious". But all 
good things come to an end. On 
the 12th of April. 240 A.D. King 
Shapur, the Sassanid emperor 
stood outside the walls at the 
head of a mighty army Hatra 
had been the last city to resist 
him. The siege lasted almost a 
year, then the city surrendered 
Its wealth was plundered and its 
people were sold into slavery 
Archaeologists have found nu­
merous statues that were only 
partially completed — their sculp­
tors had been forced to abandon 
them as their city fell. Such was 
the tragic end of the city of the

Lying in ruins. Hatra was no 
longer an important station ast­
ride the trade route; now cara­
vans bypassed it — i’ was a 
dead city. By the time Ammianus 
Marcellinus passed by it in 363 
A.D., it had long ceased to exist.

In 1951 the city was ressurec- 
ted, for in that year, an Iraqi 
archaeological team began the 
work of excavation.

It was the first Iraqi city to be 
excavated by an Iraqi team of 
archaeologists, Soon, the splend­
ours of the long dead city began 
to rise in the sun, shedding the 
sands of the ages. The temples 
gleamed once more.

Then the arduous task of the 
restoration began.

The resident archaeologist. Mr. 
Mohammed Subhi. a reasonable 
young man. tells us that the 
whole accent now is on restora­
tion. What is the good of digging 
up for more ruins if those already 
dug up are left to the mercy of 
the elements? Consequently, the 
pace of excavation has now 
slackened in favour of restora-

tion. Thus, the long-fallen arch 
of the trinity temple is now being 
restored to its former position. 
A sixty-one year old worker 
named Khidr Ayoub has emerged 
as a first class stone cutter 
Stones under his expert hand are 
embellished once more with the 
ancient Hatran carvings. Could 
he be a direct descendent of the 
Hatrans? We wonder. After all. 
this kind of craft has been dead 
in Iraq for so many centuries.

Hatra is at present drawing 
many thousands of visitors a 
year. Many of them are foreign 
tourists. There is a kind of fas­
cination inherent in desert cities.

Hatra is like a moment in eter­
nity in this living desert where 
everything is the colour of gold.

As I gaze at one of the temples 
through my viewfinder, I see an 
bld man dressed in traditional 
Arab dress within the frame. I 
click the shutter to preserve a 
scene that has probably remained 
unchanged through the centuries.

As we drive away. I turn to 
look at the golden temple re­
ceding in the distance. The re­
sident archaeologist had already 
told me that the work to restore 
the whole -city may take cen­
turies.

I wish I could be there when 
the whole of Hatra. the Golden 
city of the Sun. has been res­
urrected.



A Study of Hainan 
Arch itectu re

Majid A. Shams

M
atra buildings, of the 
early pre-lslamic Arab 
period «n Iraq, are of

great importance to the study of
development of thearchitectural

crowned w ith a conical dome. 
Such a type of roofing goes back 
to the Halaf period (6500-6000 
years ago) which can be found 
in Syria. It seems that this type 
of houses, known as tholus type, 
did not continue to exist in Iraq, 
but remains up to our time in

North Syria
Sennacheri
picted such
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in North S
suggest th
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M U SIC

Iraqi! Pianist on April 
Celebrations

T he different musical 
events which were ren­
dered as part of the na­

tional celebrations on the occas- 
sion of the 30th anniversary of 
the Arab Baath Socialist Party 
were concluded by the prominent 

pecially after her triumphal ap­
pearance with the National Or­
chestra at the start of the season, 
taking part in the world's celeb­
ration of Beethoven’s sequicen- 
tennial of his death by playing the 
solo part in the composer's 4th 
Concerto. She must be very 
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Al-Khawarezmi:
The Pioneer Mathematician

M ohammed bin Mousa al- 
Khawarezmi was a 
highly placed man dur­

ing the reign of the Abbasid 
Caliph al-Ma'mun.

Originally from Khawarezm. 
Mohammad resided in Baghdad 
where he became widely known. 

gebra is undoubtedly all due to 
this book.

The European medieval men of 
learning benefited from al-Kha- 
warezmi's book in their mathe­
matical researches. The book was 
translated into Latin by Mr. Robert 
of Chester and it thus became 
one of the basic books for the 
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K A D H E M A IN 
M O S Q U E  IN 
B A G H D A D
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