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ABSP’s call to  foi
reactionary-zionis
perialist conspira



Lebanese problem, which they themselves have 
contrived to bring to this tragic end, could be 
achieved at their own hands or come on the basis 
of reconciliation between 8 group of rulers upper 
most in the minds of the majority among them is 
to extricate themselves from the wrath of their 
own peoples.

New conspiracy hatched

"W ith the convocation of the 6-sided summit 
conference in Riadh from October 16th-18th, a new 
chapter was begun in the conspiracy on the Arab 
issue.
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June 1. 1972: President Bakr presiding over the joint 
meeting of the Revolution Command Council and the 
Council of Ministers at which the historic decision of

Nationalization of Oil

Fifty Y ears ’ S trugg le 
Achieves Final V ictory

In any newly emerging nation the consolida­
tion of political independence is dependent on the 
development of a national economy. And a sound 
base for national economy can be built only when 
national wealth is brought under national control 
and management. Political freedom in the ultimate
analysis connotes economic emancipation and so 
long as economic independence is not secure, poli­
tical independence remains vulnerable to corrosion.

The political leadership of the Revolution of 
July 17, 1968, was conscious of the consequences

of continued operation of foreign monopoly capital 
in Iraq in the field of her most precious wealth — 
petroleum. So, for laying a solid foundation of na­
tional economy that will ensure the success of the 
.-evolution and for fulfilling the legitimate aspira­
tions of the people for bringing their own wealth 
under national ownership and control, the leader­
ship decided to nationalize the multinational Iraqi 
Petroleum Company (IPC) which used to exercise 
monopoly control over Iraqi petroleum. This was 
a bold decision of far-reaching significance. The

implementation of this decision with utmost care 
and meticulous consideration speaks highly of the 
wisdom, maturity and competence of the leading 
party _  the Arab Baath Socialist Party (ABSP). 
The ABSP emerged victorious in its grim battle 
with multinational oil cartels. The success of the 
ABSP was the culmination of a sustained struggle 
waged by the people of Iraq over the past half a 
century.

Foreign finance capital penetrated into Iraq 
following the occupation of the country by Britain 
1917-18. The West European cartels gained oil 

concessions in Iraq 1924. The American monopo­
lies became partners with the West European oil 
cartels in 1928. And since then the incorporated 
multinational oil monopoly began operating in Iraq 
under the name of Iraqi Petroleum Company (IPC). 
The IPC became the sole monopoly in the country 
after taking over control of the Mosul Petroleum 
Company (MPC) which was founded in 1932, and

establishing the Basrah Petroleum Company (BPC) 
in 1938.

The history of the imperialist monopoly cont­
rol over the Iraqi oil is the history of deception, 
exploitation and domination. In order to hide the 
ugly face of neo-colonial intentions, an innocent 
terminology — the "concession system”  was used 
in place of "plunder" and "blackmail". The Signi­
ficance of the nationalization of oil by the leader­
ship of the July 17 (1968) Revolution will be bet­
ter appreciated in the background of a picture of 
such plunder and blackmail.

WESTERN PENETRATION BEGINS

The Western penetration into the oil fields of 
Iraq, then under Ottoman domination, began with 
a German expert exploration team setting out to 
search for oil in 1871. The optimistic report of 
the team inspired the German Kaiser to confer with 
the Ottoman Sultan in 1888 and 1898 and German 
ruler's visits to Turkey resulted in an agreement



in March, 1903, according to which the Anatole 
Railway Company was awarded the construction 
of the Berlin-Baghdad Railway line. Under the 
agreement, the German railway construction com­
pany was given the right to the exploitation of 
mineral resources including oil, within 20 kilo­
metre wide area on both sides of the railway line.

Next year, in July, 1904, the Ottoman Sultan, 
by decree, gave to the Anatole Railway Company 
the right of petroleum exploitation in Mosul and 
Baghdad willayets (governorates). Thus the po­
tential wealth of Iraq was placed at the disposal 
of a foreign country by another foreign ruler with 
the people of Iraq having no say in the matter!

Apart from Germany, Britain and Holland 
joined in the race for reaching the Iraqi lake of oil.
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5 per cent share in the IPC Gulbenkian ot the Parti­
cipations and Explorations Corporation became 
one of the richest persons in the world! The people 
of Iraq were allowed to suffer from stark poverty 
while the Iraqi Petroleum Company of the Western 
nations fattened its purse years after years. The 
situation was further aggravated by covert compe­
tition between Britain and US for political domina­
tion and economic exploitation. The imperialists 
were in search of their stooges in the interest of 
safeguarding their newly occupied black gold 
mines. And for the people of Iraq the struggle 
for regaining control over their own natural wealth 
became the central issue of their struggle for 
national independence.

The Iraq Petroleum Company gained full 
domination over the oil resources of Iraq when the 
1923 Agreement was modified by the one con­
cluded on March 24, 1931, between Britain, acting 
on behalf of the IPC, and Nuri al-Saeed, the Iraqi 
Prime Minister who enjoyed the blessings of the 
British authorities. Under the new agreement the 
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tainment of the objectives sought in the direct 
undertaking of oil operations. Therefore, the out­
standing issues with the companies operating in 
Iraq should be settled so that they could exploit 
the potentialities the rights of which had reverted 
to the government.directly or indirectly. The na­
tional company is not in a position to invest tens 
of millions of Iraqi dinars for the production of oil 
from those areas, nor it is in a position to explore 
international markets to sell the oil produced, for, 
it can. in no way. resist the world monopolies 
which dominate such markets’*.

The proposed sell-out to the oil cartels of Iraqi 
interests could not be kept from the people who 
became increasingly vociferous against such agree­
ments. The November Government, in rhe process, 
stood completely isolated from the people Under­
ground progressive and national parties exposed 
the secret collusion between the oil companies and 
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the Thirthar Daji. B  BM a rria g e  of th e  T w in  R ivers
On the tenth of October, Mr. 

Saddam Husein, Vice-Chairman 
of the Revolution Command 
Council, represented President 
Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr in a ma­
jor ceremony marking the open­
ing of the new Thirthar-Euphrates

Work on this project had start­
ed on April 9, 1972, on the oc­
casion of the twenty-fifth anniver­
sary of the founding of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party, and after 
four arduous years of work, the 
river Tigris has now joined forces 
with the Euphrates to make the 
flowers bloom in the southern 
half of Iraq. In order to grasp the

great importance of the new 
canal, one has to bear the follow­
ing facts in mind:

The Thirthar Depression is 
situated between the tw o rivers 
north-west of Baghdad stretch­
ing northwards to  the Nineveh 
province. Ever since 1956, the 
Thrithar Dam has been used to 
protect the capital and the Tigris 
basin from the danger of flooding 
by diverting the surplus waters 
into the depression thereby form­
ing the Thirthar lake.

The area of the lake measures 
2710 square kilometres and the 
storage capacity amounts to  85 
billion cubic metres. The highest

level of the water is 65 metres 
above sea level and the deepest 
point in the lake bed measures 
four metres from the surface.

In the late sixties, the lake's 
efficiency as a reservoir some­
what diminished as a result of the 
repeated floods which caused the 
lake to be over-filled. Conseq­
uently, a radical solution had to 
be found in order to ease the 
pressure on the lake and a new 
canal seemed to be the best solu­
tion to the problem. The project 
was studied thoroughly and 35 
million dinars were earmarked for

The first step lay in providing

adequate housing for the techinic- 
ians and workers involved in the 
project and consequently within 
a few months a whole town 
sprouted in the middle of the 
desert. Since the project enjoyed 
the special attention of President 
Bakr and Vice-Chairman Mr. 
Saddam Hussein, they visited the 
construction site more than once 
during the past four years and 
they followed the progress of the 
work closely throughout all its 
stages. Keenly feeling the eyes of 
the whole country upon them, the 
job is finished according to  sche­
dule. They fully realized that the 
new canal would transform the 
lower part of Iraq by protecting 
it  from the ravages of the floods 
and by causing water from the 
Tigris to flow into the drying 
Euphrates. This realization gave 
them added incentive to redouble 
their efforts.
The Dimensions of the Canal
The new canal stretches from the 
south of the Thirthar lake, meet­
ing the Euphrates north of the 
town of Falluja. It is 37.500 kilo­
metres long, while its width var­
ies between 37 and 80 metres, 
and its depth varies between 24 
and 34 metres. Water from the 
canal w ill pour into the Euphrates 
at the rate of 500 cubic metres 
per second. The regulator made

of enforced concrete has six 
openings measuring eight by six 
metres. These openings are adeq­
uate to carry out their work when 
the lowest level rate in the lake 
is 52 metres and its maximum 
level rate at the end of the canal 
is 50.7 metres. The lake-reservoir 
will have a capacity in the neigh­
bourhood of 42 billion cubic

The water diverted from the 
Tigris into the Thirthar depres­
sion contains a high ratio of salt 
as a result of its remaining static 
for long periods and also on ac­
count of its constant evaporation. 
This fact makes it unfit for hu­
man needs or for agriculture. 
Consequently, a new plan is un­
der way to use the lake in such 
a manner that the salt water 
pouring into the Euphrates would 
be suitable for agriculture and 
human needs.
The Potentialities

The project has also fringe 
benefits for the Iraqi citizens liv­
ing in that area. The most import­
ant of these is the new road con­
necting the Thirthar Lake with 
the town of Falluja.

Electricity has also been drawn 
from the Ramadi station at a ca­
pacity of 33 thousand volts.

Then there is the housing area 
which comprises four blocks con­

taining 96 flats in all, in addition 
to a rest house, a cinema, a 
school, shopping area, clinic, la­
boratory, institute for profession­
al training, restaurants for the 
workers, police station, fuel sta­
tion and other buildings for ge­
neral services such as repair 
shops, etc.

There is no doubt that the new 
project will bring vast benefits to 
Iraq. It will save the Euphrates 
from the possibility of gradual 
drying up, and when the salt 
ratio is brought under control, 
fresh lands w ill be reclaimed for 
agriculture. Then there are the 
touristic potentials whose bene­
fits will accrue when the afore- 
station project goes under way. 
When the lake is hedged with 
trees, the place will make an ideal 
outing spot where people can 
swim and enjoy the beautiful 
landscape.

Above all, the project has been 
an excellent opportunity for train­
ing Iraqi technicians and invest­
ing them with new skills. This is 
evident from the fact that work 
will soon commence on a second 
canal, this time to connect the 
Tigris to the first canal. It will be 
65 kilometres long and ready for 
use in 1982.
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Comrade Michael Aflaq, Founding 
Leader and Secretary General of the 
Arab Baath Socialist Party receiving 
on October 19, Mr. Yasser Arafat, 
Chairman of the Executive Commit 
tec ot the Palestine Liberation Orga­
nization.

Minister of Iraq receiving, on Octo 
her 22, Mr. Brian Taiboys, the New 
Zealand Deputy Premier, who is also 
the Foreign Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Trade of his country.

Delegations of the Iraqi Progressive 
Patriotic and National Front and the 
.Socialist Unity Parly of the GDR 
Holding talks on October 20. The 

Iraqi delegation was led by Comrade 
Naeem Haddad. Secretary General 

the Front, and the German dele- 
gallon by comrade Paul Focher 
member of the central committee 

of the Party.

Dr. Sa'adoun Hammad i, Foreign
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Sympathy and support for the Zionist ter­
rorists did not come from specific British circles 
only. The terrorists had many sympathisers and 
supporters in the United States without whose 
contributions terrorism and subotage would not 
have been possible.

The general impression is that the "state of 
Israel” came into being as a result of, and in con­
formity with, a recommendation of the United Na­
tions General Assembly. This is absolutely utrue.

The Partition Resolution of 29 November, 
1947, had recommended the creation of a ’’Jewish 
State” on 56% of the territory of Palestine; an 
"Arab State” on 42%; and an "International Zone 
of Jerusalem and Environs” on the remaining 2%. 
The resolution decreed that Arabs living in the area 
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•<wwspaper each morning, the New York Times".
Av Westin explained. "Like it or not, the 

Times is our bible: it tells us what is likely to be 
cosidered to be important by others".

Here is another example of influence-peddling 
by the media

"The Arab leaders who gathered in Rabat 
decided that a peace settlement was not a worthy 
objective, and that ultimate victory over "k ra e l" 
was within their grasp. A nuclear power is not 
going to stand there w ith its hand out forever. The 
only way to turn the Arabs away from dreams of 
economic domination of the Western world is for 
the United States to take the lead in cracking their 
cartel. The only way to turn the Arabs away from 
war against "Israel' is for the United States to 
make it clear to them that "Israel" would w in". — 
Article by syndicated columnist, William Safire, 
San Jose News 1 November. 1974.
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t o  p r e s s u r e s  e x e r t e d  o n  h i m  t o 
j o i n  t h e  M u l l a  M u s t a f a  c l i q u e  o f 
r e a c t i o n a r i e s  a n d  C I A  h i r e l i n g s , 
a n d  h e  h a d  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  t h e

H a s s a n  A m e e n  i s  a  y o u n g  m a n 
i n  h i s  t h i r t i e s  w h o  i s  m a r r i e d  a n d 
h a s  s e v e n  c h i l d r e n .  A  n a t i v e  o f 
S u l a y m a n i y a ,  h e  h a d  s u c c u m b e d

H a p p y  H o m e - c o m i n g  o f 
P a r d o n e d  K u r d s

i n s u r r e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  I r a q i 
s t a t e .  A f t e r  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  c o l ­
l a p s e  o f  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  h e  h a d 
—  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  — 
s o u g h t  r e f u g e  i n  a  n e i g h b o u r i n g 
s t a t e .  B u t  i n  h i s  p l a c e  o f  e x i l e ,  h e 
h a d  t i m e  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  s e l f - 
e x a m i n a i t o n .  H e  s a w  h i s  c h i l d r e n 
g r o w i n g  u p  i n  a n  a l i e n  s o c i e t y 
a n d  h e  w a s  h o m e s i c k .  H i s  o l d 
m o t h e r  h a d  r e m a i n e d  i n  S u l a y ­
m a n i y a  a n d  a l l  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a ­
t i v e s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e s  w e r e  t h e r e 
t o o .  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  n o w  a  g o o d 
j o b  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  h i m  a n  a m p l e 
i n c o m e ,  h e  w a s  p i n i n g  f o r  h i s 
c o u n t r y .  T h o r o u g h l y  d i s i l l u s i o n e d 
w i t h  t h e  m e n  w h o  h a d  l e d  h i m 
a s t r a y ,  h e  n o w  f e r v e n t l y  w i s h e d 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  I r a q  —  h i s  b e l o v e d 
c o u n t r y .  B u t  a s  a  f u g i t i v e ,  h e 
k n e w  h e  c o u l d  n o t  r e t u r n  —  n o t 
w i t h o u t  a  f u l l  p a r d o n  a n y w a y

H e  s t a y e d  g l u e d  t o  h i s  r a d i o 
s e t  e v e r y  e v e n i n g ,  h o p i n g  t o  h e a r 
a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t  f r o m  R a d i o 
B a g h d a d  p r o c l a i m i n g  a n  a m n e s t y . 
H e  k n e w  i n  h i s  h e a r t  t h a t  t h i s 
a m n e s t y  w a s  f o r t h c o m i n g  —  t h a t



F A C T S  A B O U T  P A L E S T I N E

Z i o n i s t  S k u l d u g g e r y

T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  n e w  i n  t h e  Z i o n i s t  i n f i l t r a t i o n 
o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  m e d i a .  J o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  b r i b e d 
a n d  d u p e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  Z i o n i s t  p u r p o s e .  T h o s e  w h o 
w i l l  n o t  b e  b o u g h t  o r  d u p e d  a r e  b l a c k m a i l e d  a n d 
b r o u g h t  t o  h e e l .

R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  Z i o n i s t s  t r i e d  t o  b u y  o f f  t h e 
t w o  a u t h o r s  o f  a  b o o k  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  i t s 
p u b l i c a t i o n .  D a n  C h r i s t e n s e n  a n d  D a v i d  T i n n e n 
d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  Z i o n i s t  " h i t 
t e a m ”  o r g a n i z e d  b y  " I s r a e l i ”  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ( t h e 
M o s s a d )  t o  ( a v e n g e  M u n i c h ) .

T h e  N e w s p a p e r ,  A f t e n p o s t e n ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
Z i o n i s t s  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  t w o  a u t h o r s  i n  P a r i s 
t h r o u g h  a  m e m b e r  o f '  t h e  " I s r a e l i "  e m b a s s y ,  o f ­
f e r i n g  t h e m  a  b r i b e  o f  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e 
" I s r a e l i s ”  s e e m e d  i n t e n t  o n  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  b o o k 
b e c a u s e  i t  c o n t a i n e d  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  d a m a g ­
i n g  t o  t h e  c a r e f u l l y  p r o j e c t e d  i m a g e  o f  M o s s a d  a s 
a  h i g h l y  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  o m n i p o t e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
a g e n c y .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  b o o k ,  w h i c h

i s  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  " N o .  1 3 " ,  t h e 
" I s r a e l i "  k i l l e r s  w h o  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c k  d o w n 
a n d  m u r d e r  a  P a l e s t i n i a n  f o r  h i s  a l l e g e d  c o n n e c ­
t i o n  w i t h  M u n i c h ,  b l u n d e r e d  a n d  k i l l e d  t h e  w r o n g 
m a n .  a  c e r t a i n  A h m e d  B o u c h i k i ,  a n  A l g e r i a n ,  a t  t h e 
N o r w e g i a n  r e s o r t  o f  L i l l e h a m m e r .

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  " I s r a e l i s " ,  f o r  a l l  t h e i r 
v a u n t e d  o m n i p o t e n c e ,  " g o o f e d  a g a i n " :  t h e y  h a v e 
n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  b u y  o f f  t h e  a u t h o r s  o r  s u p p r e s s 
t h e  b o o k .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  m o v e d  s w i f t l y ,  a n d  f r o m 
P a r i s  t h e y  w e n t  t o  L o n d o n  w h e r e  t h e  c o l o u r  m a g a ­
z i n e  o f  t h e  S u n d a y  T i m e s  h a s  l a u n c h e d  a  m u c h 
p u b l i c i z e d  s e r i a l  w h e r e i n  t h e  p a p e r  t e l l s  t h e  " e x c i t ­
i n g  s t o r y ”  o f  t h e  ’ I s r a e l i ”  h i t  t e a m  ( g r o u p  o f  m u r ­
d e r e r s )  w h o  " a v e n g e d  M u n i c h " !

T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  S u n d a y  T i m e s  c o l o u r e d 
m a g a z i n e  c a r r i e d  a  b l o w n  u p  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  G o l d s 
M e i r .  Q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  " I s r a e l i s " ,  h a v i n g  f a i l e d 
t o  " k i l l  t h e  s t o r y " ,  d e c i d e d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  t h e i r  u s u a l 
b r a z e n  t a c t i c s  o f  p u b l i c i z i n g  t h e i r  s k u l d u g g e r y .

“ N e t  T e r r o r ”
V e r y  f e w  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  a r e  d i s c o v e r e d 

a b o u t  " I s r a e l " ,  Z i o n i s m  a n d  t h e  m a s s i v e  o c t o p u s ­
l i k e  t e r r o r i s t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  b e  o p e ­
r a t i n g  f a r  a n d  w i d e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  s u c h 
" i n c i d e n t s "  d o e s  n o t  a r i s e  s o  m u c h  f r o m  t h e  i n ­
f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h e i r  o c c u r r i n g  a s  f r o m  t h e  e x t r e m e , 
a l m o s t  " i n s a n e "  p r e c a u t i o n  p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  w h e n 
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  s e t s  o u t  t o  p e r f o r m  o n e  o f  i t s 
t e r r o r i s t  t a s k s .  T h e  r e a s o n  i s  o b v i o u s :  i f  a n y  o f  i t s 
t a s k s  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d ,  a  c l e a r - c u t  d a m a g e  i s  d o n e 
t o  t h e  c a r e f u l l y  p r o j e c t e d  " b e n e f i c i e n t "  i m a g e  o f 
Z i o n i s m  a n d  i t s  i n c a r n a t i o n  i n  o c c u p i e d  P a l e s t i n e . 
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o 
m i s t a k e s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  Z i o n i s t s ,  t h e  l a s t  m i s ­
t a k e  o n e  o f  t h e i r  g a n g s t e r  a g e n t s  m a d e ,  h a s  f o u n d

i t s  w a y  t o  a  m e d i a  c a p a b l e  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  i t .  R e ­
c e n t l y  i t  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  b y  a  N o r w e g i a n  p a p e r , 
F r e e t  P a l e s t i n a ,  t h a t  e v e n  i n  n o r t h e r n  E u r o p e ,  a 
d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  l i k e  N o r w a y ,  c a n 
f a l l  v i c t i m  t o  " I s r a e l "  a n d  i t s  m a n y - f a c e d  p o w e r 
c e n t r e s .  N o t h i n g  i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  T r u r i d  a n d 
K a r i n ,  a  y o u n g  N o r w e g i a n  c o u p l e ,  w h o  w e r e  o f 
l a t e  t h e  d i r e c t  t a r g e t  o f  a  h u g e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h 
i m m e d i a t e l y  s t r i k e s  a t  t h o s e  w h o  o p p o s e  i t .  T h e i r
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" P o e t  o f  I r a q  —  A b d u l  W a h a b  a l - B a y a t i " ,  i s 
a n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  e s s a y  w i t h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  w r i t t e n  b y 
D e s m o n d  S t e w a r t ,  w e l l - k n o w n  f o r  h i s  u n f a i l i n g  s u p ­
p o r t  t o  A r a b  c a u s e .  T h e  m a j o r  i d e a s  o f  t h e  e s s a y 
a r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  i n  a  c o n d e n s e d  f o r m  b y  M r . 
A z i z  a l - M u t t a l i b i .

D e s m o n d  S t e w a r t ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  ‘ ' i n t r o ­
d u c t o r y '  e s s a y  s e e s  t h e  y e a r  o f  h i s  r e t u r n  t o 

B a g h d a d  ( 1 9 7 2 )  a s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e a s o n  i n  w h i c h 
t o  s e e k  c l u e s  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o e t s 
n o w  l i v i n g  —  A b d u l  W a h a b  a l - B a y a t i .

t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  m o v e ­
m e n t  w h i c h  d e t a i n e d  m e  a t  t h e i r  s t a t i o n * ' .  L a c k i n g 
e v e n  a  c r a c k i n g  c o m m a n d  o f  E n g l i s h .  a l - B a y a t i 

f o u n d  t h a t  l i t t l e  A r a b  m a g a z i n e s  o f  B e i r u t  w e r e  t h e 
m a j o r  v e h i c l e  f o r  f o r e i g n  i d e a s .

A l - B a y a t i  c h o s e  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  a s  h i s  f i r s t 
m e d i u m .  H i s  e m e r g e n c e  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p o e t  c a m e 
w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  v o l u m e  e n t i t l e d  " B r o k e n 
P i t c h e r s ’ * i n  1 9 5 4 .  T h e  p o e m s  o f  t h e  v o l u m e ,  i n 
t h e i r  m o d e r n  i m a g e s  a n d  u n u s u a l  r h y t h m  a r e  s i g n s 
t h a t  a  n e w  p o e t ,  u n l i k e  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  i s  b o r n .

A B D U L  W A H A B  A L - B A Y A T I

A  P r o m i n e n t  A r a b  P o e t

A  m i r a c l e  o f  p o e t s ,  a s  o f  f l o w e r s ,  i s  t h e  d r a b 
s o i l  w h i c h  c a n  n u r t u r e  t h e i r  c o m p l e x  n a t u r e s .  F e w 
p l a c e s  c a n  p r o v i d e  d r a b b e r  s o i l  t h a n  a l - W a z i r i y a h . 
t h e  B a g h d a d  q u a r t e r  i n  w h i c h ,  b e s i d e s  a  m u d  e m ­
b a n k m e n t .  b l e e d i n g  w i t h  s a l t ,  r i s e  t h e  d u n - b r i c k 
b o x e s  o f  t h e  H i g h e r  T e a c h e r s '  T r a i n i n g  C o l l e g e , 
w h e n  t h e  p o e t  s t a r t s  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  a s  a  p o e t . 
B o r n  i n  B a g h d a d  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  p o e t  p a s s e d  h i s 
b o y h o o d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  a n d  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e 
c o l l e g e  i n  1 9 4 4

” M y  f i r s t  s h o c k  c a m e  w h e n  I u n c o v e r e d  t h e 
r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y  I t  w a s  a  s h a m ,  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a t 
r a n d o m  l i k e  a  c l o w n ' s  g a r m e n t s  w i t h  i t s  s t u c k - o n 
p a t c h e s  T h e  T i g r i s - s i d e  c i t y  w h i c h  f o r  c e n t u r i e s 
p r o d u c e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  a  g r e a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n 
s e e m e d  t o  m e  d e a d  a n d  f i n i s h e d .  I w i s h e d  i t  t o 
s t a y  s o .  i o  p o u r  i t s  l a s t  f r a g m e n t s  i n t o  i  g r e a t  s e a , 
a n d  t h e y  m e r g e  a n d  v a n i s h " .

M r  S t e w a r t  t e l l s  u s  o f  a l - B a y a t i ’ s  b i t t e r  a p ­
p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  t h e n 
M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  " T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n  o u r  s t u d i e s  a n d  o u r  s p r i t u a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l 
n e e d s ' *

A l - B a y a t i  s o o n  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  c r e a t i n g  w i t h  h i s 
y o u n g  c o m p a n i o n s  w h o  a t t e n d  C a f e  S u i s s e  " t h e i r 
o w n  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m "  —  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o n  f r e e d o m , 
t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  m a n ' s  c o n t i n u o u s  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e 
r e j e c t i o n  o f  t r i v i a l i t i e s  a n d  s h a l l o w  i n d e f e r e n c e  —

T h e  b o o k  s  s u c c e s s  i n t r o d u c e d  a l - B a y a t i  t o 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  a n d  b e t w e e n  1 9 5 4  a n d  1 9 6 0 , 
t h e  p o e m s  h e  p u b l i s h e d  r e v o l v e d  r o u n d  p o l i t i c a l 
t h e m e s .  H i s  y e a r s  o f  e x i l e ,  t h o u g h  l e d  h i m  t o  a 
f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  e x i l e d  T u r k i s h  p o e t  N a z i m 
H i k m a t ,  w e r e  n o t  h a p p y .  A n d  a l l  t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s 
l o n g i n g  f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d . 
I n  1 9 6 5  h e  v i s i t e d  E g y p t ,  m a k i n g  C a i r o  h i s  h o m e . 
T h e  c a t a s t r o p h e  o f  J u n e  W a r  f o r c e s  t h e  p o e t  t o 
h i s  s t a r k e s t  u t t e r a n c e  a n d  h i s  " L a m e n t  f o r  t h e 

J u n e  S u n " ,  b e g i n s  w i t h  b i t t e r  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  h i s 
o w n  c a s t e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w h o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
h a d  m a d e  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  b e l l  t h e  c a t ,  e v e n  a t  i t s 
t a i l

W e  a r e  p o u n d e d  i n  t h e  c a f e  o f  t h e  E a s t
W a r  o f  w o r d s .
W o o d e n  s w o r d s
L i e s  a n d  h o r s e m e n  o f  t h e  a i r .
W e  d i d  n o t  k i l l  a  c a r n a l  o r  a  c r o w :
W e  d i d  n o t  t r y  t h e  g a m e  o f  d e a t h :
W e  d i d  n o t  p l a y  w i t h  k n i g h t s  o r  e v e n  p a w n s : 
O u r  e m p l o y m e n t  t r i v i a
A s  w e  s l e w  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  c r u m b .

H i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  e x i l e  —  t o  a n  o f f i c e  a s  c u l ­
t u r a l  a d v i s e r  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n 
( B a g h d a d )  —  i s  n o t  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  a  c i t y  o r  a  p o l l -



PRESS OPINION

ATH-THAWRA (Iraq)

The Iraqi daily Ath-Thawra editorially com­
menting on the inauguration of the great Thirthar 
project said, “ The significance of the project is not 
confined to its economic aspects only but extends 
to a basic point connected with the revolutionary 
perspectives — the vital changes that the political 
leadership apsires to implement in the countryside.

The project, the paper added, apart from pro­
viding irrigational water from the Tigris to the 
Euphrates river basin, will also bring line to the 
numerous reclaimed desert areas around the canal. 
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TANIA (Cyprus)
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