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socialist Iraq capable of realising the strategic ob
jectives of Arab Revolution of Unity, Freedom and 
Socialism.

The ABSP, which was born in the background 
of the fragmentation of the Arab homeland under 
the Anglo-French conspiracy hatched through the 
British civilian. Sir Mark Sykes and French diplo
mat M. Georges Picot and the Zionist-US imper
ialist schemings of implementing the Balfour Dec
laration, steeled itself through hard and arduous 
struggle and in the process found out the correct 
ideology for the emancipation of Arab masses and 
for fulfilling their aspirations. Its long-term aims of 
realising Unity, Freedom and Socialism caught the 
imagination of the people and its perseverance in 
imagination of Palestine and recovery of other oc
cupied Arab lands endeared itself to the rank and 
file of the Arab revolutionary fighters. For historical, 
theoretical and practical reasons the ABSP emerged 
as the vanguard party of the Arab Revolution.

The Party's ideology is characterised by two 
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mate Arab victory for liberating Palestine not throu
gh capitulation or surrender, but through struggle. 

He says:

’'W ith the big human, economic and military 
resources it possesses and the position it occupi
es in the international community, the Arab nation 
is not weak, is not incapable of combatting the 
Zionist aggression, as portrayed by elements col
luding with imperialism and those who have little 
confidence in the ability and the possibilities of 
their nation. Mobilising these energies of the na
tion, or any important part of them, bringing them 
together within the framework of a militant and 
serious long-term plan, utilising all available circum
stances and establishing international relations cor
responding to the strategic target, w ill enable the 
nation to attain its objectives of complete libera
tion. If it was not possible to fully attain that stra
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by the forces participating in the Front has by its 
nature, the effect of creating better conditions for 
cementing the traditions and relationships of frater
nal cooperation and reinforcing mutual trust bet
ween those forces.

Drawing its political line from the National 
Charter, the Front's policy in the Arab field is de
termined by the full and effective participation in 
Arab Liberation Movement aimed at liquidating all 
forms of imperialism and combating Zionism and 
reaction. The Front is dedicated to:

1. All-out struggle against imperialism and its 
influence, interests and mainstays; liberation of all 
parts of the Arab territories from imperialism; firm 
opposition to the direct or indirect foreign infiltra
tion into the Arab homeland.

2. Opposition to any foreign attempt aimed at 
usurping, subjugating or slicing off any part of the 
Arab homeland, and protecting the Arabian Gulf 
from outside interference.

3. Struggle for the attainment of Arab unity, 
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SUR VEY

Over the past eight years, the 
July 17 Revolution in Iraq has 
accomplished a record develop
ment in all aspects of the count
ry's life. The Revolution, since 
its inception in 1968, has adopted 
the principle of planning in harm
ony with the Arab Baath Social
ist Party’s ideology and objec
tives in uplifting the country's 
economic, social and cultural 
standard towards attaining the 
socialist society.

limited, the Revolution saw that 
it  was imperative for state farms 
sector firstly, the collective and 
cooperative farms sector second
ly, to occupy the leading and 
decisive role in the agricultural 
productive activities. This step 
represents a cardinal transforma
tion trend towards the socialist 
orientation of the economy as 
whole and the agricultural sector 
in particular.

ON THE THRESHOLD
OF PROSPERITY
Eight Years Of 
Economic Progress

Regarding the industrial sec
tor, the past three years witnes
sed a number of achievements 
aimed at the completion and ex
pansion of a score of vital pro
jects which had been started 
earlier (the direct exploitation of 
oil, sulphur and petro chemicals 
are the most outstanding), in 
addition to effect heavy indus
trialisation.

Moreover, the Pension and 
Social Security Law No. 39 of 
1971 covered all the workers and 
ensured all types of social ser
vices for them —  e.g., housing 
health and education, etc.

In the trade sector, the Revo
lution introduced major modifica
tions giving the public sector the 
leading role in stabilising trade 
transactions, import and export 
activities with the aim of accom
plishing and strengthening Iraq's 
economic independence and its 
basic interests and pre-requisite 
of development.

Following the nationalisation 
victory on March 1st, 1973, suc
cessive investment programmes 
were introduced, unprecedented 
in magnitude (1976 investment 
programme stands at $6,076 bil
lion) thus enabling the country 
to  fulfil its ambitious plans and 
projects for the welfare of the 
people.

The decisions of February 1974
represent another side the

Diagnosing the major symp
toms of the industrial sector

One of the first economic tasks 
that faced the Revolution was 
the realisation of a radical agrar
ian reform which was initially in
troduced following the July 14 
Revolution of 1958 but suffered 
many set-backs as it failed to 
fulfil the peasant's needs, in 
1969 amendments to the first 
Agrarian Reform Law were enact
ed to abolish the feudalist so- 
called ‘ 'right" to choose the land 
they are entitled to keep and to 
do away with the compensation 
principle. These amendments 
were followed by the enactment 
of,Law No. 117 of 1970 which 
provided for land ownership ceil
ing and new rules for land dis
tribution in harmony with the
productive requirements
conditions in the country.

Since the old Agrarian Reform 
Law had not resulted in the de
velopment of agricultural output 
by the required rates and since 
the tota' ar* of arable land was

Digging new channels for agriculture

(shortage of the required qualit
ies and quantities of raw mater
ial and the problem of qualified 
cadre) the Revolution succeeded 
in providing the proper treatment 
and cures, simultaneously realis
ing the fact that to achieve true 
socialism the working class has 
to occupy an active position in 
the country's economic produc
tive process on the one hand and 
a review of the conceptional 
meaning of this class in a way 
that allows it to embrace new 
social groups and to sustain its
basic characteristics the

Labour Law No. 151 of 1970 
was enacted to secure the free
dom of trade unions, holding the 
state responsible in providing all 
material and moral guarantees 
for the working class and ensur
ing its participation in economic 
planning and political activities 
of the country.

Furthermore, the diversifica
tion of import sources was a 
fundamental step in enhancing 
Iraq's economic independence. 
Such a step had two major con
sequences. First, it  ended the 
country's dependence on the in
dustrialised western countries 
for capital goods, a matter which 
constituted a basic factor in the 
success of the country's econo
mic development plans and ex
panded its trade dealing with 
the socialist and Third World 
countries. This step helped to at
tain major economic accomplish
ments which Iraq had unsuccess
fully strived to achieve previously 
— oil nationalisation, direct ex
ploitation of oil and sulphur are 
some outstanding examples. 
Secondly, the diversification ■ of 
import sources successfully help
ed to  avoid any involvement in 
the international monetary crises 
and the spiral inflationary tend
encies which have characterised 
the western world economies for 
the last eight years.

What Iraq has achieved in the 
oil sector is self evident. Iraq's 
complete economic independ
ence was accomplished and the 
doors for comprehensive econo
mic planning and development 
were wide opened.

Revolution’s numerous economic 
measures introduced to achieve 
a higher level of economic and 
social welfare of the country. The 
decisions were taken to enhance 
the purchasing power of the pub
lic through the augmentation of 
their wages and salaries on the 
one hand, and the reduction and 
stabilisation of certain basic 
taxes and prices of a number of 
staple services and goods on the 
other when the state shouldered 
the differences and fluctuations
of world prices.

We need not enumerate here
the projects and plans accom
plished over the past eight years, 
as we have already done in prev
ious issues of Iraq Today, but it 
is worth mentioning that the 
Arab Baath Socialist Party, which 
is the leading party of the 
country, has always considered 
the development issue of a direct 
and particular importance, and 
worked to  offer its attention to 
it. Therefore, it can be said that 
this issue has entered a new era 
since the last four years; an era 
that will be characterised with 
the accomplishment of high rates 
of economic development in pre
paration for the socialist trans
formation which the Revolution 
aims at. It should be noted that 
what Iraq has achieved in the 
scope of long-range planning re
presents the first attempt in the 
history of the Middle East.
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Mr Saddam Hussein, RCC Vice-Chairman, receiving on June 29, the Lebanese delegation to the Arab Popular 
Conference for Supporting the Palestinian Resistance and the Lebanese National Movement

4

N EW S IN P ICTURES

On the occasion of the 18th anniversary of July 14, 1958 Revolution and the 8th anniversary of July 17, 1968 
Revolution, President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr gave a grand banquet at the Presidential Palace on July 17. 
From left: Mr. Saddam Hussein, RCC Vice Chairman, Comrade Michael Aflaq, Secretary General of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party, President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr and Comrade Shibly al-Aysami, Assistant Secretary 
General of the ABSP.
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July Celebrations: The representative of President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, Mr. Taha Jazrawi, Minister of 
Works and Housing, placing a wreath at the Unknown Soldier Monument on July 14.

Mr. Tareq Aziz, Minister of Information, holding on Julv n 
delegations to the July Celebrations. conference with the Arab and .oreign press





c o n t i n u e  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  s u m m e r 
o r  f o r  a  w e e k .  T h e  o u t s t a n d i n g 
v a n g u a r d s  w h o  e x c e l  i n  s c h o o l , 
t r a i n i n g  o r  p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  l a t e r 
a d m i t t e d  t o  r e c r e a t i o n  c a m p s . 
S u c h  c a m p s  a r e  u s u a l l y  s e t  u p 
i n  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  p l a c e s  i n 
N o r t h e r n  I r a q .

R C C  L a w  o n  " f u t t o w a "  a n d 
Y o u t h  B a t t a l i o n s :

O n  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  t h e 
R e v o l u t i o n  C o m m a n d  C o u n c i l 
( R C C )  p r o m u l g a t e d  t h e  ' T u t -

o f  t h e  A B S P ' s  8 t h  R e g i o n a l 
C o n g r e s s .

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s 
a  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  i s  d e v e l o p i n g 
t h a t  c a n  c o m p r e h e n d  f u l l y  i h e 
s o c i a l i s t  w a y  o f  l i f e ,  a w a y  f r o m 
f e u d a l i s t i c  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d 
b a c k w a r d n e s s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  i t 
h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  q u i t e  n a t u r a l 

t h a t  a  1 2 - y e a r - o l d  y o u t h  c a n  d i s 
c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g 
t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  t h e  A r a b  n a t i o n . 
S u c h  a  v a n g u a r d  c a n  g i v e  a n 
o p i n i o n  o n  c o l o n i a l i s m  a n d  i m -

s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  . o u t i n g s 
w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e 
s c o p e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a m o n g  t h e 
v a n g u a r d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  a s 
p e c t s  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n  e n d  c o n 
t e m p o r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e 
c o u n t r y .

T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y o u t h 
V a n g u a r d s  O r g a n i s a t i o n  w a s  a n 
n o u n c e d  o n  t h e  2 9 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y

S c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s  s e r v e s  t h e  h o m e l a n d

t o w a "  a n d  Y o u t h  B a t t a l i o n s  L a w . 
T h e  l a w  e m b o d i e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n 
o f  t h e  E i g h t h  R e g i o n a l  C o n g r e s s 
o f  t h e  A r a b  B a a t h  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y 
( A B S P )  w h i c h  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e 
t r a i n i n g  o f  y o u t h s  i n  t h e  u s e  o f 
a r m s  s o  a s  t o  q u a l i f y  t h e m  t o  d e 
f e n d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  i t s  p r o 
g r e s s i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  o b 
j e c t i v e s .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  u p 
b r i n g i n g  o f  y o u t h  a n d  " f u t t o w a " 
i n  a n n u a l  w o r k  c a m p s  t h r o u g h 
o u t  I r a q  h a v e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  c o n t r i 
b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e e p e n i n g  o f  r e v o 
l u t i o n a r y  v a l u e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  a s 
u n d e r l i n e d  b y  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  R e p o r t

p e r i a l i s m  a n d  c a n  e v e n  d e f i n 
t h e  b r o a d  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  l i b e r a 
t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d 
t h e i r  a i m s .

T h e  v a n g u a r d ' s  p r o g r a m m e 
c o n c e n t r a t e s  o n  p a n - A r a b  s t r u g 
g l e ,  i t s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t r u g g l e , 

t h e  A r a b  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  a s 
w e l l  a s  t h e  m a r c h  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
a n d  s o c i a l i s t  J u l y  1 7  R e v o l u t i o n . 
F u r t h e r m o r e  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  l a y s 
s t r e s s  o n  f i r s t  a i d ,  c i v i l  d e f e n c e 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  a t h l e t i c s  a n d  v o l u n t 
a r y  l a b o u r  c a m p a i g n s .

T h e  Y o u t h  V a n g u a r d s  O r g a n i s a 
t i o n ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  e n s u r e s

o f  t h e  A B S P ,  o n  A p r i l  7 .  1 9 7 6 . 
T h e  G F I Y ,  b e g a n  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e 
y o u t h  v a n g u a r d s  o n  S e p t e m b e r 
1 ,  1 9 7 3 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  v a n g u a r d s 
w h o  a r e  n o w  i n  t h e i r  f o u r t h  y e a r 
c o n f i r m  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  s u c h  a 
c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  n a 
t i o n a l  a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n  e x p e r i 
m e n t .  A b o u t  1 6 0 , 0 0 0  y o u t h  v a n 
g u a r d s  a r e  n o w  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e 
G F I Y  c a m p s .  T h e  f i r s t  v a n g u a r d 
e x p e r i m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w a s  a t 
t h e  A b u  G h r a i b  c a m p  o r g a n i s e d 
b y  t h e  G F I Y  ( B a g h d a d  B r a n c h ) .

S a l a h
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FACTS ABOUT PALESTINE
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This is a general process that could be ob
served in all fields of art. Yet. the plastic arts differ 
in one way or another from other forms of art e.g. 
music, the theatre, literature and the cinema.

The artist may or may not realise the effects, 
changes and developments which he produces. The 
work of art is a human activity of a high level, and. 
in comparison with other activities and actions of 
man. is characterised by the quality of perfection. 
This leads, necessarily, to the improvement and 
change of the human position.

The appeal which has recently been voiced to 
revive old heritage is but one of the phenomena 
to change society and environment according to 
a new concept that seeks to set up a new society 
dominated by certain relations which are consider
ed to be a natural extention that produces no sub
sidiary effects. If. however, there is a counter call 
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SEMIRAMIS : 
Between Myth And Reality

The first modern hotel built in 
Iraq in the early period of inde
pendence was called Semiramis. 
Throughout the Middle East, 
cinema houses, theatres, public 
parks, hotels and touristic spots 
bear this name which has in fact 
become a popular one the world 
over. Who is Semiramis? What 
is the origin of this romantic 
name? Was Semiramis a mythic
al or historical personality?

Semiramis, Queen of Assyria, 
was one of ancient world's most 
eminent and influential figures. 
Nineveh was the capital of the 
Assyrian Empire since its rise in 
612 B.C. until its fall in 18 B.C. 
Mythology has distorted the his
tory of Semiramis, branding her 
a mystical figure, but latest 
probes into the intricate history 
32

of the ancient world have proved 
that Semiramis had a prominent 
place in ancient world's history. 
Her historic deeds, often men
tioned in myths narrated in Greek 
and Roman chronicles, although 
not yet fully exposed, far super
cede her legendary feats.

According to legendary tales. 
Semiramis was the wife of an 
army commander named Onnes, 
one of the commanders of the 
Assyrian King Ninus, who built 
the city of Nineveh. Onnes, while 
returning from a military expedi
tion in the eastern boundaries of 
the empire, met Semiramis in the 
city of Ascalon in Syria. Queer 
tales were told about circum
stances of her birth. It is said 
that Goddess Derceto, who had 
the head of a woman and the

By S. Kasso

body of a fish, had offended the 
great Goddess Ishtar. To punish 
her. Ishtar had made her fall in 
love with a young handsome 
man of Ascalon. She married the 
young man and gave birth to a 
daughter. After realising that she 
has married a mortal. Derceto 
murdered her husband and aban
doned the child in the desert 
where a colony of doves existed. 
Goddess Ishtar ordered these 
birds to take care of the child. 
When the little girl was a year 
old, she was discovered by a 
shepherd who brought her to his 
village. The chief of the village 
adopted the girl and gave her 
the doves'. When army Com
mander Onnes married her she 
was 20 years old.

In those days when army com
manders set out on military cam
paigns they used to take their 
wives and children with them. 
Semiramis accompanied her war
rior husband iri these campaigns, 
taking part personally in the 
battle. She succeeded in many 
expeditions where commanders 
failed. When the news of her 
military feats reached the King, 
Semiramis was granted an aud
ience with the monarch. The 
bachelor King was struck by her 
stunning beauty when he re
ceived her, accompanied by her 
husband. The King had earlier 
tried unsuccessfully to find a 
woman to share the throne with 
him —  one to be beautiful as 
well as intelligent and deed- 
ful. He had ordered a search in 
vain to be made throughout his 
vast empire. In Semiramis he 
found the characteristics of the 
wife of his dreams. The King told 
Onnes, the husband of Semiram
is, that he intends to take 
Semiramis as wife onto himself 
and offered him the choice of 
marrying a royal princess. Onnes, 
who was madly in love with his 
wite, turned to Semiramis tc 
reply to the King's command.

But ambitious Semiramis was 
silent, indicating her reluctance 
to oppose the offer. This was a 
life chance to put her talents into 
reality. Onnes immediately left 
the palace and went home and 
hanged himself.

Semiramis married King Ninus 
and gave birth to a son who was 
named Ninyas. When her hus
band king died after a reign of 
52 years, Semiramis built a giant 
monument on his grave and 
erected a splendid golden statue 
in his memory after succeeding 
him on the throne as her son had 
not yet reached the age of ma
turity to  be crowned king. During 
her reign her empire encompas
sed Mesopotamia (Tigris and 
Euphrates), Western Asia (Syria 
and Lebanon) and Iran. Her in
fluence extended to Egypt and 
Libya. Semiramis emerged trium
phant from all her military cam
paigns, except the one in India. 
Although occupying a large part 
of the Indian continent after 
crossing the River Indus, she was 
compelled to retreat following 
her injury in the battle, losing 
a large part of her army. It is 
interesting to note that during 
her Indian exploit she thought of 
a cunning plan to defeat the In
dian army in the initial stage of 
the battle. Elephants used by the 
Indian army were a source of 
great concern to Semiramis for 
these animals were invincible and 
were not found within the 
bounds of her empire. She as
sembled a number of cobblers in 
a closely guarded enclosure and 
supplied them with the hides 
of three thousand black oxen. 
She commanded them to use 
their leather to make as many 
dummy elephants as possible. 
When these were finished, she 
had camels trained to get inside 
them to move about in them as 
if they were of armour. The first 
encounter between the troops of 
Semiramis and the Indian forces 
took place on the River Indus, 
where the queen's boats defeated 
those of the Indian King in a 
fierce engagement. Queen Semir

amis had pontoon bridges built 
to span the river. When the Ind
ian troops saw the mock ele
phants acvancing in the ranks 
of their opponents, they were 
shaken w  th fear and astonish
ment. Their king nearly believed 
that Semiramis was some sort of 
a sorceress, for he definitely 
knew that there were no 
elephants in Assyia. But his des
pair was short-lived as the 
queen's secret was not kept for 
long. When the Indian king learn
ed how the elephants had been 
'manufactured', his forces regain
ed their moral.

On returning from her Indian 
campaign, Semiramis concentrat
ed on building. Her works spread 
throughout the Assyrian Empire, 
building new cities, beautifying 
others, constructing roads 
through rugged mountainous 
regions to facilitate movement of 
trade caravans, erecting temples 
and splendid memorial monu
ments. Even to her credit goes 
many of the antiquities of un
known origin in western Asia, 
Iraq and Iran. During one of her 
extensive inspection tours, she 
spotted near Teheran a pictures
que place and decided to beau
tify it by building a large park 
with gardens and springs on the 
site. When the work was com
pleted, she summoned her royal 
sculptures to the site to engrave 
her figure standing with two of 
her generals on the breast of the 
mountain overlooking the park, 
which bears the name of Semira
mis until this day.

One of the giant accomplish
ments of Queen Semiramis was 
the building of Babylon, the se
cond capital of the Assyrian Em
pire. As she came from a land of 
orchards and gardens — Syria 
—  Semiramis wanted to recreate 
the landscape of her place of 
birth in Babylon; thus, the cele
brated Hanging Gardens came 
into being. The gardens were 
planted on terraces which were 
built high up on each other and 
made of bricks bound with tar.

Thick layers of earth were spread 
on these terraces to such a depth 
fhat the roots of the tallest trees 
could expand in them without 
any hindrance. At selected points 
in the gardens there were wells 
which supplied river water for ir
rigation. The water was handed 
up in buckets by men who were 
given the task of keeping the 
supply constant so that the 
^vegetation was never dry and 
was always green even in times 
of great heat.

Archaeological explorations in 
early twentieth century proved 
that she was a famous queen. In 
one of the temples in northern 
Iraq a statue of Semiramis was 
unearthed with a dove on top of 
it and an inscription 'Summora- 
mat' which means 'The Lady of 
the Palace'. The inscriptions of 
a column unearthed in 1909 des
cribe Semiramis ’The Lady of 
Shamsi Adad Palace, Queen of 
the World, Queen of Assyria and 
Queen of the Four Corners of 
the World'. The inscriptions re
vealed that Ninus was her son. 
This unique column shows that 
she had a high place in the region 
during the succeeding eras. There 
is high praise for her in the Med
ian archaeological finds as well.

According to  archaeological 
finds, her name is derived from 
the Assyrian ’ word 'summat', 
meaning dove —  and is the origin 
of the symbol of dove which was 
found on top of her statue. My
thological stories tell that after 
her death she changed into a 
dove and flew from the palace 
among a flock of doves, thus be
coming immortal. Assyrians con
sider dove sacred and this Assyr
ian name has a correlation with 
'the doves of Ishtar', the godess 
of love, beauty and motherhood. 
The dove for them is the symbol 
of matrimony, fidelity compas
sion and peace. Dove is men
tioned in the chronicles of the 
old European nations and remains 
the symbol of peace until this 
day. The European nations owe 
a lot to the East in their religious 
and cultural customs!
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N E W S  I N  B R I E F

P R E S I D E N T  B A K R  O F F E R S  C O N D O L E N C E S  O N 
D E A T H  O F  C H U  T E H

O n  J u l y  1 0 ,  P r e s i d e n t  A h m e d  H a s s a n  A l - B a k r 
d e l e g a t e d  P r e s i d e n t i a l  C h i e f  o f  P r o t o c o l s  t o  o f f e r  o n 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  I r a q i  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p e o 
p l e  c o n d o l e n c e s  a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  E m b a s s y  i n  B a g h d a d 
o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  C h u  T e h ,  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S t a n d i n g 
C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  C o m 
m u n i s t  P a r t y ' s  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e .

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  M r .  T a h a  M u h y y i d i n  M a r o u f 
a n d  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  D r .  S a a d o u h  H a m m a d i  a l s o 
c a l l e d  a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  E m b a s s y  a n d  o f f e r e d  t h e i r 
c o n d o l e n c e s  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n .

I R A Q I - J A M A I C A N  A G R E E M E N T

M r .  G h a n i m  A b d u l  J a l i l ,  I r a q i  M i n i s t e r  o f 
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S c i e n t i f i c  R e s e a r c h ,  a n d  M r . 
D u d l e y  T h o m p s o n ,  t h e  v i s i t i n g  J a m a i c a n  F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r  o n  3 r d  J u l y  s i g n e d  i n  B a g h d a d  a n  a g r e e 
m e n t  f o r  b i l a t e r a l  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  c o o p e r a t i o n .

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  e x c h a n g e  o f  e x 
p e r i e n c e s  b e t w e e n  I r a q i  a n d  J a m a i c a n  e d u c a t i o n a l , 
c u l t u r a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  p r o f e s s o r s , 
s p e c i a l i s t s ,  t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  s c h o l a r 
s h i p s .

S I G N I N G  O F  I R A Q I - B U L G A R I A N  A G R E E M E N T

A  v e t e r i n a r y  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  s i g n e d  i n  B a g h 
d a d  o n  J u l y  1 0  b e t w e e n  I r a q  a n d  B u l g a r i a  a n d  a 
p r o t o c o l  a f t e r  t h e  8 t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  I r a q i - B u l g a r i a n 
j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  e c o n o m i c ,  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  s c i e n 
t i f i c  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  D r .  H a s s a n 
F a h m i  J u m a ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  A g r a r i a n 
R e f o r m ,  f o r  t h e  I r a q i  s i d e  a n d  b y  M r .  G a n c h o 
K r u s t e v ,  B u l g a r i a n  M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o o d 
I n d u s t r y ,  f o r  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  s i d e .

M r .  K r u s t e v ,  w h o  i s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n 
s i d e  t o  t h e  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  a c 
c o m p a n y i n g  h i m  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  B a g h d a d  e a r l y  i n 
t h e  m o n t h  t o  a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

C O N C R E T E  S L E E P E R S  F A C T O R Y  I N  B A G H D A D

T r a n s p o r t  M i n i s t e r  M r .  A b d u l  S a t t a r  T a h i r 
S h a r i f  s i g n e d ,  i n  B a g h d a d ,  o n  J u l y  6  a  c o n t r a c t  w i t h 
a  B r i t i s h  f i r m  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  f a c t o r y  f o r  t h e  p r o 
d u c t i o n  o f  c o n c r e t e  s l e e p e r s  a t  A b u - G h r a i b  a t  a 
c o s t  o f  I D .  5 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  f a c t o r y  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r 
c o m p l e t i o n  w i t h i n  1 8  m o n t h s .

T A R E Q  A Z I Z  A D D R E S S  N O N - A L I G N E D  I R A Q I  F I N A N C E D  R E F I N E R Y  I N  S O M A L I A
I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N F E R E N C E

I n f o r m a t i o n  M i n i s t e r ,  M r .  T a r e q  A z i z ,  s a i d  t h e 
I r a q i  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  f i r m l y  w o r k i n g  f o r  b a c k i n g 
t h e  N o n - a l i g n e d  m o v e m e n t  i n .  a l l  f i e l d s .

A d d r e s s i n g  N o n - a l i g n e d  c o u n t r i e s  I n f o r m a t i o n 
M i n i s t e r s  C o n f e r e n c e  r e c e n t l y  o p e n e d  i n  N e w  D e l h i 
M r .  A z i z  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  " I r a q ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s 
f i e l d  h a s  b e e n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  s p e e c h e s  a n d  s t a t e m e n t s 
m a d e  b y  P r e s i d e n t  B a k r ,  t h e  P a r t y  a n d  s t a t e  d o c u 
m e n t s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d u r i n g  a l l 
m e e t i n g s  h e l d  p r i o r  t o  n e x t  m o n t h s  C o l o m b o  S u m 
m i t  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  N o n - a l i g n e d  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  o t h e r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r u m s  . . .  I r a q  h a s  s t r o n g l y  b a c k e d 
t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  a  p o o l  f o r  N o n - a l i g n e d  c o u n t r i e s 
n e w s  a g e n c i e s " .

T h e  f i v e - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  d e l e 
g a t e s  f r o m  6 0  N o n - a l i g n e d  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d 
a s p e c t s  o f  m u t u a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  N o n - a l i g n e d 
c o u n t r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 

n e w s  a g e n c i e s .

O i l  M i n i s t r y  U n d e r s e c r e t a r y ,  M r .  A b d u l  M u n ' e m 
a l - S a m a r r a i e ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  B a g h d a d  o n  J u l y  7  a f t e r 
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  l a y i n g  c e r e m o n y  f o r 
$ 2 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  o i l  r e f i n e r y  i n  S o m a l i a  w h o s e  c o n s t r u c 
t i o n  i s  f i n a n c e d  b y  I r a q .

F i n a n c i n g  o f  t h i s  r e f i n e r y  i s  p a r t  o f  I r a q ' s  s t r a 
t e g y  t o  h e l p  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  p r o m o t e 

’  t h e i r  e c o n o m i e s .

I R A Q I  A M B A S S A D O R  P R E S E N T S  C R E D E N T I A L S

M r .  M o h a m m e d  S a b r i  a l - H a d i t h i ,  t h e  n e w  I r a q i 
A m b a s s a d o r  t o  I r a n ,  o n  J u l y  8  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  c r e 
d e n t i a l s  t o  S h a h  M o h a m m e d  R e z a  P a h l a v i .

M r .  H a d i t h i ,  w h o  w a s  F o r e i g n  U n d e r s e c r e t a r y , 
s u c c e e d e d  M r .  M e d h a t  I b r a h i m  J u m a ;  n o w  I r a q ' s 

A m b a s s a d o r  i n  V i e n n a ,  A u s t r i a .
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