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COOPERATION COUNCIL 
FOR

THE ARAB STATES 
OF THE GULF

The United Arab Emirates
The State of Bahrain
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
The Sultanate of Oman
The State of Qatar and
The State of Kuwait
Being fully aware of the ties of special relations, common characteristics 
and similar systems founded on the Creed of Islam which bind them; and 
Believing in the common destiny and the unity of aim which link their 
peoples; and
Desiring to effect co-ordination,integration and interconnection between 
them in all fields; and
Having the conviction that co-ordination, cooperation, and integration 
between them serve the sublime objectives of the Arab Nation; and, 
In pursuit of the goal of strengthening cooperation and reinforcement of 
the links between them; and
In an endeavor to complement efforts already begun in all essential areas 
that concern their peoples and realize their hopes for a better future on 
the path to unity of their States; and
In conformity with the Charter of the League of Arab States which calls 
for the realization of closer relations and stronger bonds; and
In order to channel their efforts to reinforce and serve Arab and Islamic 
causes,
Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE ONE

The Establishment of the Council
A Council shall be established hereby to be named The Cooperation 
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf hereinafter referred to as the 
Cooperation Council (G.C.C.).



ARTICLE TWO

Headquarters
The Cooperation Council shall have its headquarters in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia.

ARTICLE THREE

Cooperation Council Meetings
The Council shall hold its meetings in the state where it has its 
headquarters, and may convene in any member state.

ARTICLE FOUR

Objectives
The basic Objectives of the Cooperation Council are:
1. To effect co-ordination, integration and inter-connection between 

Member States in all fields in order to achieve unity between them.
2. To deepen and strengthen relations, links and areas of cooperation 

now prevailing between their peoples in various fields.
3. To formulate similar regulations in various fields including the 

following:
a. Economic and financial affairs
b. Commerce, customs and communications
c. Education and culture



4. Review reports and studies which the Secretary-General is charged 
to prepare.

5. Approve the bases for dealing with other states and international 
organizations.

6. Approve the rules of procedure of the Commission for the 
Settlement of Disputes and nominate its members.

7. Appoint the Secretary-General.

8. Amend the Charter of the Cooperation Council.

9. Approve the Council’s internal rules of procedure.

10. Approve the budget of the Secretariat-General.

ARTICLE NINE

Voting in the Supreme Council

1. Each member of the Supreme Council shall have one vote.

2. Resolutions of the Supreme Council in substantive matters shall be 
carried by unanimous approval of the member states participating 
in the voting, while resolutions on procedural matters shall be carried 
by majority vote.

ARTICLE TEN

Commission for the Settlement of Disputes



6. Review proposals related to amendments to this Charter and submit 
appropriate recommendations to the Supreme Council.

7. Approve Rules of Procedure of both the Ministerial Council and the 
Secretariat-General.

8. Appoint the Assistant Secretaries-General, as nominated by the 
Secretary-General, for a period of three years, renewable.

9. Approve periodic reports as well as internal rules and regulations 
relating to administrative and financial affairs proposed by the 
Secretary-General, and submit recommendations to the Supreme 
Council for approval of the budget of the Secretariat-General.

10. Make arrangements for meetings of the Supreme Council and 
prepare its agenda.

11. Review matters referred to it by the Supreme Council.

ARTICLE THIRTEEN

Voting in the Ministerial Council

1. Every member of the Ministerial Council shall have one vote.
2. Resolutions of the Ministerial Council in substantive matters shall be 

carried by unanimous vote of the member states present and 
participating in the vote, and in procedural matters by majority vote.

ARTICLE FOURTEEN

The Secretariat-General

1. The Secretariat-General shall be composed of a Secretary-General 
who shall be assisted by assistants and a number of staff as required.

2. The Supreme Council shall appoint the Secretary-General, who shall 
be a citizen of one of the Cooperation Council states, for a period of 
three years which may be renewed once only.

3. The Secretary-General shall nominate the Assistant Secretaries- 
General.

4. The Secretary-General shall appoint the Secretariat-General’s staff 
from among the citizens of member states, and may not make 
exceptions without the approval of the Ministerial Council.
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5. The Secretary-General shall be directly responsible for the work of 
the Secretariat-General and the smooth flow of work in its various 
organizations. He shall represent the Cooperation Council with other 
parties within the limits of the authority vested in him.

ARTICLE FIFTEEN

Functions of the Secretariat-General

The Secretariat-General shall:
1. Prepare studies related to cooperation and co-ordination, and to 

integrated plans and programmes for member states’ action.
2. Prepare periodic reports on the work of the Cooperation Council.

3. Follow up the implementation by the member states of the 
resolutions and recommendations of the Supreme Council and 
Ministerial Council.

4. Prepare reports and studies requested by the Supreme Council or 
Ministerial Council.

5. Prepare the draft of administrative and financial regulations com
mensurate with the growth of the Cooperation Council and its 
expanding responsibilities.

6. Prepare the budgets and closing accounts of the Cooperation Council.

7. Make preparations for meetings and prepare agendas and draft 
resolutions for the Ministerial Council.

8. Recommend to the Chairman of the Ministerial Council the 
convening of an extraordinary session of the Council when necessary.

9. Any other tasks entrusted to it by the Supreme Council or Ministerial 
Council.

ARTICLE SIXTEEN

The Secretary-General and the Assistant Secretaries-General and all the 
Secretariat-General’s staff shall carry out their duties in complete 
independence and for the joint benefit of the member states.
They shall refrain from any action or behaviour that is incompatible with 
their duties and from divulging confidential matters relating to their 
appointments either during or after their tenure of office.
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A R T I C L E  S E V E N T E E N

P r i v i l e g e s  a n d  I m m u n i t i e s
1 .  T h e  C o o p e r a t i o n  C o u n c i l  a n d  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h a l l  e n j o y  o n  t h e 

t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  a l l  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  s u c h  l e g a l  c o m p e t e n c e ,  p r i v i l e g e s  a n d 
i m m u n i t i e s  a s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  c a r r y  o u t 
t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s .

2 .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  t h e 
C o u n c i l ’ s  e m p l o y e e s ,  s h a l l  e n j o y  s u c h  p r i v i l e g e s  a n d  i m m u n i t i e s  a s 
a r e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  b e  c o n c l u d e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  b e t w e e n 
t h e  m e m b e r  s t a t e s .  A  s p e c i a l  a g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  o r g a n i z e  t h e  r e l a t i o n 
b e t w e e n  t h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  i t  h a s  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s .

3 .  U n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  a s  t h e  t w o  a g r e e m e n t s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  i t e m  2  a b o v e  a r e 
p r e p a r e d  a n d  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  s t a t e s 
i n  t h e  C o o p e r a t i o n  C o u n c i l  a n d  i t s  s t a f f  s h a l l  e n j o y  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c 
p r i v i l e g e s  a n d  i m m u n i t i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

A R T I C L E  E I G H T E E N

B u d g e t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t - G e n e r a l
T h e  S e c r e t a r i a t - G e n e r a l  s h a l l  h a v e  a  b u d g e t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  m e m b e r  s t a t e s 
s h a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  i n  e q u a l  a m o u n t s .

A R T I C L E  N I N E T E E N
T h e  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h a r t e r

1 .  T h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  g o  i n t o  e f f e c t  a s  o f  t h e  d a t e  i t  i s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e 
H e a d s  o f  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  s i x  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  n a m e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ’ s 
p r e a m b l e .

2 .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o p y  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  b e  d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t r y 
o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  S a u d i  A r a b i a  w h i c h  s h a l l  a c t  a s 
c u s t o d i a n  a n d  s h a l l  d e l i v e r  a  t r u e  c o p y  t h e r e o f  t o  e v e r y  m e m b e r  s t a t e , 
p e n d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t - G e n e r a l ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e 
t h e  l a t t e r  s h a l l  b e c o m e  d e p o s i t o r y .

A R T I C L E  T W E N T Y
A m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  C h a r t e r

1 .  A n y  m e m b e r  s t a t e  m a y  r e q u e s t  a n  a m e n d m e n t  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .
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THE COOPERATION COUNCIL 

For The Arab States of the Gulf 
Rules of Procedure 

of the Supreme Council

ARTICLE ONE

Definitions

These regulations shall be called Rules of Procedure of the Supreme 
Council of the Gulf Arab States Cooperation Council and shall 
encompass the rules that govern procedures for convening the Council 
and the exercise of its functions.

ARTICLE TWO

Membership

1. The Supreme Council shall be composed of the Heads of State of the 
member states of the Cooperation Council. The Presidency shall 
rotate on the basis of the alphabetical order of the names of the 
member states.

2. Each member state shall notify the Secretary-General of the names of 
the members of its delegation to the Council meeting, at least seven 
days prior to the date set for opening the meeting.

ARTICLE THREE

With due regard to the objectives of the Cooperation Council and the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Council as specified in Articles 4 and 8 of the 
Charter, the Supreme Council may:
1. Form technical committees and select their members from member 

states’ nominees who specialize in the committees’ respective fields.
2. Call upon one or more of its members to study a specific subject and 

submit a report thereon to be distributed to the members sufficiently 
in advance of the meeting arranged to discuss that subject.
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ARTICLE FOUR
Convening the Supreme Council
1. a. The Supreme Council shall hold one regular session every year, 

and may hold extraordinary sessions at the request of any one 
member seconded by another member.

b. The Supreme Council shall hold its sessions at the level of Heads 
of State.

c. The Supreme Council shall hold its sessions in the member states’ 
territories.

d. Prior to convening the Supreme Council, the Secretary-General 
shall hold a meeting to be attended by delegates of the member 
states for consultation on matters related to the agenda of the said 
meeting.

2. a. The Secretary-General shall set the opening date of the Council’s 
session and suggest a closing date.

b. The Secretary-General shall issue the invitations for convening a 
regular session no less than thirty days in advance, and for 
convening an extraordinary session, within no more than five 
days.

ARTICLE FIVE

1. The Supreme Council shall at the start of every session decide 
whether the meetings shall be in closed or open session.



2 .  T h e  d r a f t  a g e n d a  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
a .  A  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e 

C o u n c i l  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  s e s s i o n s ,  a n d  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  c a r r y  o u t 
i t s  r e s o l u t i o n s .

b .  R e p o r t s  a n d  m a t t e r s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e 
S e c r e t a r i a t  - G e n e r a l .

c .  M a t t e r s  w h i c h  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u n c i l  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  d e c i d e d  t o 
i n c l u d e  o n  t h e  a g e n d a .

d .  M a t t e r s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  a  m e m b e r  s t a t e  a s  b e i n g  i n  n e e d  o f  r e v i e w  b y 
t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u n c i l .

3 .  E v e r y  m e m b e r  s t a t e  m a y  r e q u e s t  i n c l u s i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  i t e m s  o n  t h e 
d r a f t  a g e n d a  p r o v i d e d  s u c h  r e q u e s t  i s  t a b l e d  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  d a y s  p r i o r 
t o  t h e  d a t e  s e t  f o r  o p e n i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .  S u c h  m a t t e r s  s h a l l  b e  l i s t e d  i n 
a n  a d d i t i o n a l  a g e n d a  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  s e n t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  r e l e v a n t 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  m e m b e r  s t a t e s ,  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e 
d a t e  s e t  f o r  t h e  s e s s i o n .

4 .  A n y  m e m b e r  s t a t e  m a y  r e q u e s t  i n c l u s i o n  o f  e x t r a  i t e m s  o n  t h e  d r a f t 
a g e n d a  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  d a t e  s e t  f o r  o p e n i n g  a  s e s s i o n ,  i f  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a r e 
c o n s i d e r e d  b o t h  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  u r g e n t .

5 .  T h e  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  a p p r o v e  i t s  a g e n d a  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  e v e r y  s e s s i o n .
6 .  T h e  C o u n c i l  m a y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  a d d  n e w  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e 

c o n s i d e r e d  u r g e n t .
7 .  T h e  o r d i n a r y  s e s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f 

d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  i t e m s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  a g e n d a .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u n c i l 
m a y  d e c i d e  t o  s u s p e n d  t h e  s e s s i o n ’ s  m e e t i n g s  b e f o r e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f 
d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  a g e n d a  i t e m s ,  a n d  r e s u m e  s u c h  m e e t i n g s  a t  a  l a t e r 
d a t e .

A R T I C L E  N I N E

O f f i c e  a n d  C o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u n c i l

1 .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u n c i l  O f f i c e  s h a l l  c o m p r i s e ,  i n  e v e r y  s e s s i o n ,  t h e 
C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l .  T h e  O f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  h e a d e d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e 
C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t .

2 .  T h e  O f f i c e  s h a l l  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f u n c t i o n s :



2. The president shall direct discussion of the items as presented in order 
on the agenda of the meeting and may, when necessary, call upon the 
Secretary-General or his representative in the meeting to provide such 
clarification as he sees fit.

3. The President shall give the floor to speakers in the order of their 
requests. He may give priority to the chairman or reporter of a 
committee to submit a report or explain specific points.

4. Every member may, during deliberations, raise points of order on 
which the President shall pronounce immediately and his decisions 
shall have effect unless voted by a majority of the Supreme Council 
member states.

ARTICLE TWELVE

1. Every member may, during the discussion of any subject, request 
suspension or adjournment of the meeting or discussion of the subject, 
or closure. Such requests may not be discussed but the President shall 
put them to the vote, if duly seconded, and decision shall be by 
majority of the member states.

2. With due regard to provisions of item 4 of the preceding Article, 
suggestions indicated in item 1 of this Article shall be given priority 
over all others based on the following order:
a- Suspension of the meeting



ARTICLE SEVENTEEN

1. The Supreme Council may create technical committees charged with 
giving advice on the design and implementation of Supreme Council 
programmes in specific fields.

2. The Supreme Council shall appoint the members of the technical 
committees from specialists who are citizens of the member states.

3. The technical committees shall meet at the invitation of the 
Secretary-General and shall draw up their work plans in consultation 
with him.

4. The Secretary-General shall prepare the agenda of the committees 
after consultation with the chairman of the committee concerned.

ARTICLE EIGHTEEN

Amendment of the Rules of Procedure
1. Any member state may propose amendments to the Rules of 

Procedure.
2. No proposed amendments may be considered unless the relevant 

proposal has been circulated to the member states by the Secretariat- 
General at least thirty days prior to submission to the Ministerial 
Council.

3. No basic changes may be introduced to the proposed amendment 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph unless the text of such 
proposed changes has been circulated to the member states by the 
Secretariat-General at least fifteen days before submission to the 
Ministerial Council.

4. Except for items based on the provisions of the Charter, and with due 
regard to the provisions of preceding paragraphs these Rules of 
procedure shall be amended by a resolution of the Supreme Council 
approved by a majority of the members.

ARTICLE NINETEEN
Effective Date
These Rules of Procedure shall go into effect as of the date of approval 
by the Supreme Council and may not be amended except in accordance 
with procedures set forth in the preceding Article.

These Rules of Procedure are signed at Abu Dhabi City, United Arab 
Emirates on 21 Rahab 1401 AH Corresponding to 25 May 1981 AD.
The United Arab Emirates
The State of Bahrain
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
The Sultanate of Oman
The State of Qatar
The State of Kuwait
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COOPERATION COUNCIL 

For The Arab States of the Gulf 
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of the Ministerial Council



COOPERATION COUNCIL

For The Arab States of the Gulf
Rules of Procedure

of the Ministerial Council

ARTICLE ONE

1. These regulations shall be called Rules of Procedure of the 
Ministerial Council of the Gulf Arab States Cooperation Council and 
shall encompass rules governing meetings of the Council and the 
exercise of its functions.

2. The following terms as used herein shall have the meanings indicated 
opposite each:

— 25 —

Cooperation Council : The Gulf Arab States 
Cooperation Council

Charter : Statute establishing the 
Gulf Arab States 
Cooperation Council

Supreme Council : The highest body of the 
Gulf Arab States 
Cooperation Council

Council : Ministerial Council of the 
Gulf Arab States 
Cooperation Council

Secretary-General : The Secretary-General of 
the Gulf Arab States 
Cooperation Council

Chairman : The Chairman pf the 
Ministerial Council of the 
Gulf Arab States 
Cooperation Council



ARTICLE TWO

States Representation

1. The Ministerial Council shall be composed of the member states’ 
Foreign Ministers or other delegated Ministers.

2. Every member state shall, at least one week prior to the convening of 
every ordinary session of the Ministerial Council convey to the 
Secretary-General a list of the name of the members of its delegation. 
For extraordinary sessions, the list shall be submitted three days 
before the date set for the session.

ARTICLE THREE
Convening the Sessions

1. The Ministerial Council shall decide in every meeting the venue of its 
next regular session.

2. The Secretary-General shall decide, in consultation with the member 
states, the venues of extraordinary sessions.

3. If circumstances should arise that preclude the convening of an 
ordinary or extraordinary session at the place set for it, the 
Secretary-General shall so inform the member states and shall set 
another place for the meeting after consultation with them.



ARTICLE NINE

Member states shall convey to the Secretary-General their suggestions 
on matters they wish to include on the Council’s agenda at least thirty 
days prior to the date of the Council’s ordinary session.

ARTICLE TEN

Member states or the Secretary-General may request the inclusion of 
additional items on the Council’s draft agenda at least ten days prior to 
the date set for opening an ordinary session. Such items shall be listed on 
an additional schedule which shall be conveyed along with relevant 
documentation to the member states at least five days prior to the date of 
the session.

ARTICLE ELEVEN
Member states or the Secretary-General may request inclusion of 
additional items on the agenda for the Council's ordinary session up to the 
date set for opening the session if such matters are both important and 
urgent.

ARTICLE TWELVE

The Council shall approve its agenda at the beginning of every session.

ARTICLE THIRTEEN

A Council’s ordinary session shall end upon completion of discussion of 
matters listed on the agenda. The Council may, when necessary, decide 
to suspend its meetings temporarily before discussion of agenda items is 
completed and resume its meetings at a later date.



2. The Secretariat-General shall participate in the work of the commit
tees.

ARTICLE TWENTY

1. The Secretary-General may, in consultation with the Chairman of the 
session, form preparatory committees charged with the study of 
matters listed on the agenda.

2. Preparatory committees shall be composed of delegates of member 
states and may, when necessary, seek the help of such experts as they 
may deem appropriate.

3. Each preparatory committee shall meet at least three days prior to the 
opening of the session by invitation of the Secretary-General. The 
work of the committee shall end at the close of the session.

ARTICLE TWENTY-ONE

1. The Council may, at the start of each session, form working 
committees and charge them with specific tasks.

2. The work of the working committees shall continue until the date set 
for closing the session.

ARTICLE TWENTY-TWO
1. Each sub-committee shall start its work by electing a chairman and a 

reporter from among its members. When the chairman is absent, the 



ARTICLE TWENTY-NINE

1. Every member state may raise a point of order, on which the 
chairman shall pronounce immediately and his decision shall take 
effect unless vetoed by a majority of the member states.

2. A member who raises point of order may not go beyond the point he 
has raised.

ARTICLE THIRTY

1. Every member may. during discussion of any matter, propose the 
suspension or adjournment of the meeting, or discussion of the 
matter on hand, or closure. The Chairman shall in such cases put the 
proposal to the vote directly, if the proposal is seconded by another 
member. Such proposal requires the approval of the majority of the 
member states to pass.

2. With due regard to the provisions of the preceding paragraph 
proposals indicated therein shall be submitted to the vote in the 
following order:
a. Suspension of meeting
b. Adjournment of meeting
c. Postponment of discussion of the matter in hand
d. Closure of discussion of the matter in hand

ARTICLE THIRTY-ONE



ARTICLE THIRTY-SIX
1. The Council Chairman with the help of the Secretary-General shall 

endeavour to reconcile the positions of member states on disputed 
matters and obtain their agreement to a draft resolution before 
submitting it to the vote.

2. The Council Chairman, the Secretary-General or any member state 
may request postponment of a vote for a specific period during which 
further negotiations may take place on the item submitted to the vote.

ARTICLE THIRTY-SEVEN
1. If a member requests amendment of a proposal, voting on the 

amendment shall be carried out first. If there is more than one 
amendment, voting shall first be made on the amendment which the 
Chairman considers to be farthest from the original proposal, then on 
the next farthest, and so on until all proposed amendments have been 
voted upon. If one or more amendments have been voted upon. If 
one or more amendment is passed, then voting shall be made on the 
original proposal as amended.

2. A new proposal shall be deemed to be an amendment to the original 
proposal if it merely entails an addition to, omission from, or change 
to a part of the original proposal.

ARTICLE THIRTY-EIGHT
1. Any member state or the Secretary-General may propose amending 
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THE COOPERATION COUNCIL 
For The 

Arab States of the Gulf 
Rules of Procedure 

Commission for Settlement of Disputes

Preamble
In accordance with the provisions of Article Six of the Charter of the 
Gulf Arab States Cooperation Council; and
In implementation of the Provisions of Article Ten of the Cooperation 
Council Charter,
A Commision for Settlement of Disputes, hereinafter referred to as 
Commission, shall be set up and its jurisdiction and rules for its 
proceedings shall be as follows:

ARTICLE ONE

Terminology
Terms used in these Rules of Procedure shall have the same meanings as 
those established in the Charter of the Gulf Arab States Cooperation 
Council.

ARTICLE TWO

The Location and Session of the Commission
The commision shall have its headquarters at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and 
shall hold its meetings on the territory of the state where its headquarters 
is located, but may hold its meetings elsewhere, when necessary.

ARTICLE THREE

Jurisdiction
The Commission shall, once installed, have jurisdiction to consider the 
following matters referred to it by the Supreme Council: 
a. disputes between member States.
b. Differences of opinion as to the interpretation or implementation of 

the Cooperation Council Charter.
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ARTICLE FOUR

Membership of the Commission
a. The Commission shall be formed of an appropriate number of citizens 

of member states not involved in the dispute. The Council shall select 
members of the Commission in every case separately depending on 
the nature of the dispute, provided that the number shall be no less 
than three.

b. The Commission may seek the advice of such experts and consultants 
as it may deem necessary.

c. Unless the Supreme Council resolves otherwise, the Commission’s 
task shall end with the submission of its recommendations or opinion 
to the Supreme Council which, after the conclusion of the Commis
sion’s task, may summon it at any time to explain or elaborate on its 
recommendations or opinions.

ARTICLE FIVE

Meetings and Internal Procedures
a. A meeting of the Commision shall be valid if attended by all members.

b. The Secretariat-General of the Cooperation Council shall prepare 
procedures required to conduct the Commission’s affairs, and such 
procedures shall go into effect as of the date of approval by the 
Ministerial Council.



General’s budget. Remunerations of the Commission’s members shall 
be established by the Supreme Council.

ARTICLE TWELVE

Amendments
a. Any member state may request for amendments to these Rules of 

Procedure.
b. Requests for amendments shall be submitted to the Secretary-General 

who shall relay them to the member states at least four months before 
submission to the Ministerial Council.

c. An amendment shall be effective if approved unanimously by the 
Supreme Council.

ARTICLE THIRTEEN
Effective Date
These Rules of Procedure shall go into effect as of the date of approval 
by the Supreme Council.
These Rules of Procedure were signed at Abu Dhabi City, United Arab 
Emirates on 21 Rajab 1401 AH corresponding to 25 May 1981 AD.

The United Arab Emirates
The State of Bahrain
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
The Sultanate of Oman
The State of Qatar
The State of Kuwait
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