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Tttihadal-Shaat editorial 20 September 1959

ESTERDAY, the 19th of September, the

Arabs and the whole world received the first
anniversary of the foundation of the Algerian Gov-
ernment which was formed in circumstances of holy
patriotic struggle, and in circumstances when the
Algerian people exercised the highest forms of
struggle for forcing their national independence and
getting rid of the yoke of colonialism.

The formation of the Free Algerian Republic
was an announcement to the determination of the
valiant Algerians for accomplishing their just de-
mand of national independence and enjoying the life
under a liberated, progressive democratic society.

The announcement of this Free Government led
to the transformation of the revolutionary Algerian
struggle from the local level to the international
level. Tt added to that struggle more legality and
grater seriousness thus facilitating the extension of
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material assistance and moral backing to the Alger-
spokesmen. Today it is leading the National Libera-
ian national liberation —movement ad also facilit-
ated the gathering of the movement of the Algerian
people and the prominence of its repreqentz.tnte and
spokesman. Today it is leading the National Libera-
tion Army which is fighting under unified command.

The Algerian revolution is an important wing
of the Arab liberational struggle which is aiming at
full liberation, It is an indivisible part of the anti-
imperialist popular movement in the whole world.
The Algerian revolution and the Algerian Govern-
ment occupy a worth position in the Iraqi Republic.
Our patriotic Government under the leadership of
Premier Abdul Karim Qassim, was the
first Government to recognise the Alge-
rian Government, it allocated in the budget
the sum of two million Iraqi Dinars, supplied
it with arms and took the initiative to boycott
France. The visit of Farahat Abbas the President of
the Algerian Government and the joint communique
which was issued at the end of the visit was a bril-
liant manifestation and a good model for Arab soli-
darity for the victory of liberated Arab nationalism.

In as much as the brotherly stand of Republi-
can Iraq towards the Algerian revolution and its
just cause expresses a living example of serious soli-
darity_between the Arab brothers, the stand of the
Egyptian rulers from this question expresses a liv-
ing example of opportunism and compromise with
the imperialists the enemies of Algeria, Arabism
and all mankind. At a time when Iraqi boycotts ag-
gressive France, the rulers of Egypt restore their
relations with her. At a time when Iraq called upon
all the Arab countries to hoycott France economi-
cally, the Egyptian Government stood against that
serious proposal and against the bold and earnest
stand of Iraq. It forges ahead not only in compro-
mising with French imperialism, but also in compro-
mising all impelialist eircles foremost among whom
the U.S. and Britain. As for republican Iraq. it mar-
ches in the vanguard in supporting Algeria and its
heroic people.

We greet the Algerian Governmnt, we greet in
her person the brother Algerian people who are
waging their holy war against world imperialism,
its pacts and blocks. We hope that the Algerian
G_overpment will have in its second year of life new
victories on both military and  political fields and

plarticularly victory over the imperialist de Gaulle
plan.
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COMMENT

Nasser’s New Game

ASSER is always on the move. He seldom
keep calm or still even for a brief rest. After
having been exposed as a master conspirator against
democracy in Iraq and the Arab world, it was hoped
that he will learn the lessons of it all and keep clear
of the Iragi Republic. He became furious; he insul-
ted almost every patriot in Iraq from the Premier
to the ordinary people. His designes were in ruin,
his empire dreams almost frustrrated and his frie-
nds were exposed and isolated by his own actions.
But Nasser, it seems, never learns anything;
instead he is organising one of the broadest and
most dangerous campaigns against the Iragi people
and Government. For this Nasser is using all the
means that remained at his disposal. The New
York Times Correspondent in Cairo reported to his
paper on Sep. 6th that there was a new swing in the
Arab League against Iraq, adding, “In this swing
the Arab League, through its able and energetic
Secretary General, Mohammad Abdul Khalik Has-
souna has been instrumental.

He was the intermediary in the talks that led
recently to restored diplomatic relations between
Jordan and the U.A.R. Informed sources say that
Hassouna heard Jordan's King Hussein restate his
intention to claim the throne of a new Iraq Mon-
archy and that President Nasser gave Hassouna
his pg‘qmise not to oppose Hussein in such an att-
empt.’

PIn other words Nasser and Hussain decided th-
at the Iragi Republic should go to the dogs and that
the point they had to discuss through the “good
offices” of Hassouna is who would take over after
that. Hussain wants a “new monarchy” as he is the
“legitimate heir” for the “vacant throne” in Baghd-
ad. Nasser, for the sake of “unity” did not oppose
Hussain's claim since they are agreed on the main
thing.

However, Nasser seems to have other calcula-
tions. The New York Times which sympathises
with his views stated that ‘“President Nasser has
revived the League to the point where it can help
him apply propaganda and perhaps economic pres-

gura on Pramiar Oagsim to coma over tn the Arah

gure on Premier Oagsim to come over to the Arah
Nationalist cause, or if Premier Qassim, topples,
the League ‘brothers’ may now be more likely to
join hands in establishing an Arab nationalist regi-
me in Irag.”

This new game of Nasser is not that new, it
is the worn out olicy of surrender or else,

American spokesmen did not hide their delight
at this “new” policy of Nasser. Senator J.W. Full-
bright, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee “noted that President Nassed had resu-
med diplomatic relations with Jordan and was rea-

ching a settlement with Britain, France and the,
Netherlands. ‘Why not encourage them a little?” He
remarked of the Arab states and peoples in thir gro-
wing stability’ ” (New York Times—Aug. 31st.).

So Nasser has the backing of other powerful
offices in his ‘game’.

BU‘T there are, perhaps, other motivations he-
hind Nasser's campaign. He is encountering
growing difficulties in Egyptianising Syria. He is
at the same time trying to direct the increasing dis-
satisfaction of the Syrian people against the Baath-
ists whom he never trusted. He has closed the Baath
mouthpiece “Al-Jamahir”, fired the Baathist Minis-
ter of Guidance Mr. Riyadh el-Maliki, and sent his
vice-Pregident Alram el-Hourani on a “home-
leave".

The Baathists, though resent playing the role
of a scapegoat, have no choice but to make further
concessions as was shown in their recent Conference.

But this created a widening split between Nas-
ser and the Baath, and it tended to weaken the for-
mer shaky hold on Syria.

Nasser is trying, it appears, to solve his diffi-
culties by a ‘new game’ in Iragq, with Washingotn’s
blessing.

There is nothing really new about this ‘game’
of Nasser except perhaps its on wider scale than
have been hitherto. And there is nothing to show
that it will have a better fate than his previous
games.
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The Agrarian Revolution in lraq

by Mohamed Hussain Abu al-lss Part v

5 — The Law in Application.

O much for the Law and all its shortcomings.

But, as we said before, it was a progressive
step at the time of its promulgation due to the cir-
cumstances prevailing then. Have the landlords,
and their friends in the governmet apparatus ace-
epted this law however? Have they given up their
attempts to hinder and obstruct its implementation?
Of course not.

They have tried by all means to delay its imple-
mention (e.g. they suggested tying the requisi-
tion of land to the technical limitations of the gov-
ernment apparatus in the survey and distribution
of land. This means that the full implementation of
the law will require forty years). They also attem-
pted to alter the law or to have some amendments
added to it that would change it and annul some
important points in it. They strive to double the
ceiling on landownership or to have the landlords’
children given areas equal to the maximum limit;
but they failed in these attempts. Then they suce-
eeded in having the Higher Committee take a reso-
lution endorsing the sales and purchases unregist-
ered at the Directorate of Tapu (Land Registra-
tion) before July 14th; in this way they were able
to smuggle large areas of land. They also were able
to get an amendment to the Settlement Law (the
imperialist feudalist law) which allows a new rob-
bery of Miri land within the limit of the maximum
Iand ownerghip. This means allowing the Settlement
Committee in the Republican era — the era of the
agrarian revolution — to grant the feudalists state
land sufficient for their rural families.

The above mentioned amendment permitted
the granting free of charge to each of the landlords
in Amarah 200 dunams of rich rice cultivated Miri
land and the granting to each of their agents an
area of 100 dunams even though these lands and
their agents did not actually own. any
land according to the laws of the
old era. Whilst no peassant in Amarah received
more than 8 dunams (“land to be rented and not
acauired). This new generosity towards the land-
lords means depriving 10,000 rural families in Am-

ara of the land thev are entitled to by the Agrarian

Reforms Law, leaving them in poverty and misery

and at the mercy of the friends of Faisal and Nuri

eg-Said.

The reactionaries have never ceased striving
to hinder the agrarian reform nor fighting the pea-
sant revolutionary movement with all their might.
They try to win sympathy for the fate of the land-
lords who robbed the peasants for tens of years
and demand, in the name of justice and equality,
the restoration of their overthrown system. They

do not think for one moment that this justice and
equality will have to  include the tmllng peasant
families; if the peasants in Amara can live on 8 du-
nams, why should these gentlemen demand 800 du-
nams for the landlords? i.e. confiscating lands that
can be given to 15 peasants for each landlords.
What distinguishes this gentlemen? Is it his loya-
lity to the republic or his service to the community?
Or could it be that these people are greeving about
the landlords and want to preserve them and their
axtinet regime as pillars for conspiring against the
democratic republican system in the rural areas.

The attempts of the reactionaries against the
agrarian reform have been many and varied. Thus
all the conspiracies planned against our republic
aimed among other things, at stopping this reform
and preserving the feudal system, the landlords
in the rural areas. This was clear in both al-Gailani
and al-Shawaf conspiracies in which all the big lan-
dlords in Iraq participated. Just as our revelution
is in essence a peasant revolution, so the conspira-
cies against it are imperialist feudalist conspiracies
aiming at destroying all the gains of our revolution.
A large number of the landlords' friends were re-
moved from the government as a result of their
continuous conspiring and were umasked as plo-
tting against the safety of the republic. It become
clear that the gains achieved by the landlords in ob-
structing the ARL were only the result of the efforts
of these conspiring reactionary elements and of the
neglectfulness of some loyal patriots: these conspir-
acies have also confirmed the unwiseness of the
policy of leniency towards the enemies of the Repuh-
lic (the feudalists and their hirlings); they have
shown that raising the ceiling and leaving some of
the landlords privileges in the countryside did not:
lead them to be loyal to the Republic; on the con-
trary it led them to carry arms against it.

On the other hand, our national democratic re-
volution has.d'eveloped and hundreds of thousands
of peasants joined its ranks and dealt a major blow
to the feudal system; the Peasants' Associations of
which few were established before July 14th Revolu-
tion, grew until this movement embraced the whole
Iraqi countrvside. The peasant sould =5 Ioneer on
dure the feudalist traitors in their midst and hence
the latter fled from the insurgent peasants who we-
Te enthpmastm about safeguarding their democratic
Republic. Adhering to the ceiling fixed in the present
law and forcing the peasants to accept the feudal
system once again, has become a reactionary de-
mand not in conformity with the path followed by
our revolution and the rise of the | tide of the pea-
sant movement. Any patriot advocating that de-
mand will only win' the hatred and contempt of
the peasants.

A struggle went on between our people, who
are defending their republic and democracy, and
the Anglo-American imperialists, their feu-
dalist agents, the Egyptian rulers and others who
wanted to impose on us an imperialist feudalist sy-
stem. Our Republic and government raised the ban-
ner of the Arab Liberation struggle; the struggle
against imperialism and its stooge: feudalism. It
has become a guiding light for all the Arab peo-
ples in this long struggle. There is no sense any
more in preserving the limitations of the ARL;
these limitations and privileges given to the land-
lords, in the Egyptian manner, by the conspiring
traitors. The Republic should bring out the democr-
aite content of our liberation movement which is
comphehensive agrarian reform, in order to show
the right side our liberational democratic revclu-
tion; and in order to make it a centre orf attrac-
tion for all the Arab peoples of whom the peasants
form an overwhelming majority and in order to li-
berate them to a large extent from the feudalist
tyranny after the development of these peoples.

6—The Desired Amendment in the Law

T HE development of the Revolution dictates
a reconsideration of the law in order to make
it conform more to the interests of the peasants and
of our demociatic Kepublic. What 1s then the desired

amendment? Sayid Zaki Khairi submitted a report

to the Committee of Agrarian Reform at the
beginning 1958 i.e. before the promulgation of the
law, in which he presented some recommendations
about the agrarian reform; the report said:

Comprehensive radical reform means ‘the land
for its tiller,’ i.e. every peasant holds the land which
he actually cultivates at present or is capable of
cultivating ..., in other words the land should not
remain as a means of exploiting the work of others
nor the peasant be forced to hire himself to others;
it means the abolition of large land ownership and
the land-rent based on this ownership. There is no
doubt that this is what every toiling peasant quite
rightly desires; this is also 'a requirement of our
new democratic national republic regime ad is in
full agreement with the interests of the national
economy.”

The report presented a radical solution that
conforms with these conditions and which fixes the
ceiling at 400 dunam of artificially irrigated land or
the equivalent of this area of other types of lands.

The slogan “the land for its tiller’ or the aboli-
tion of all peasants is the slogan of the revolution in
its present stage and should be accomplished by the
Revolution at this stage; “the necessary require-
ments for its realisation are available”. The exis-
tence of a peasant movement that embraces hund-
reds of thousands of peasants, and of a revolutionary
democratic government, the existence of wide rvol-
utionary organisations for the masses of the people,
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the watehfulness of the enemies of the revolution
with their continuous plotting and their reliance on
the landlords and their friends inside the country,
the need to destroy the pillars of = imperialism, to
release the masses of the peasantry from the fetters
of enslavement and transform them into a bastion
against the enemies; all these make the realisation of
a comprehensive agrarian reform possible and ne-
cessary.

This slogan is not an exclusively communist slo-
gan; the French revolution adhered to it before
the appearance of Marxism and the birth of Marx.
Sun Yat-sen, the ieader of the democracic bourgeo-
is revolution in China, believed in it and he was not
a communist. A large number of non-communist th-
inkers belive in the necessity of the liberation of all
peasants from exploitation.

Realising this slogan does in no way mean re-
alising socialism. [t is within the heart of the de-
mocrate system that we desire for our Republic and
one of the major tasks of the democratic bourgeois
revolution; it does not touch the economic basis ot
capitalism; the realisation of this slogan destroys
the old productive relations based on the monopoly
of the land and its utilisation as a means of exploit-
ing others; it diverts national capital towards in-
dustry and raises the peasants’ purchasing power
and hence it makes possible the growth of national
industry and facilitates the development of our
national economy,

In order to realise this solution we can, in the
light of the experiences of agrarian reform and the
development of the peasant movement take the
following primary steps:

1—Confiscation of the land of the traitors among
the landlords and landowners and the distribution of
this land to the peasants without leaving anything
to the landlords whose plotting against the republic
is proved; in this way large areas will be available
for immediate distribution.

2—Lowering the ceiling on the rest of the lands
—of all types and especially rice cultivated land and
orchards so that the agrarian reform becomes com-
prehensive.

3—Reliance by the government, in solving the
land problem, primary on the Peasants' Associations
without which, as past experience shows, it is im-
possible to realise a radical solution of the land
question; extending the experience of Amara and
Kut by requisitioning the lands and renting them to
the peasants, through the Associations in order te
exploit the land until the completion of the technical
part of its distribution.

4—Abolution of the Settlement Law with all its
amendments as well as all the acts and resolutions
g_ontrary to the revolutionary line in the land ques
ion.
(Continued on Page 7).
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Democracy Between Two Laws for the
Peasants; Associations

The, following is editorial of Ittihad al-Shaab, Friday Septl 18, 1959.

r‘[‘HE peasants associations existed under the
extinet imperialist royal regime, naturally
without being legally recognised. Thg fought at
the time for the accomplishment of the legitimate
demands of the peasants and played an honouring
role, small as they were, in safeguarding the Repub-
lic since its birth on the 14th of July. During the
first ten months of the Republican era, and particu-
larly after the crushing of Shawafs mutiny, the
associations grew greatly as a result of the great
flow in the peasant and national movement at that
time. On many occasions the simple peasants orga-
nised their associations by themselves even with-
out the assistance of the experienced fighters. That
is an evidence for the deep revolutionary conscious-
ness which swept Iraq's country-side in that revolu-
tionary period, as it indicates the genuine democra-
cy—revolutionary democracy which penetrated the
consciousness of our people.

AST April a general congress sprang from the
peasants associations and was held in Baghdad

under the patronage of the faithful son of the peo-
ple Premier Qassim. It was attended by the repres-
entatives of the peasants associations from all over
Irag, North, South, East and West. This
congress gave birth to the general federation of
peasants associations in the Iragi Republic. Our
patriotic Government responded to the desires of
the people and this issued a law for the federation.
This law was among the greatest achievements of
our patriotic Revolution and a model for democracy
in society like ours. The law authorised the general
federation to give licences for the peasants associa-
tions. The law was received with satisfaction and
rejoiced by most of the democrats regarding it a
deep response between the patriotic Government
and the upsurge of the people. But some of our
patriotic brothers were not so eomforted about this.
Their private point of view in regards with the up-
surge of the people was that they considered it do-
mination, a domination of special type and even
“Communist domination”. They used to regard ev-
ery democratic gain for the people and the revolu-
tion as a narrow “party gain”. They pretended with
being above the narrow party gains. At the beginn-
ing they took a stand of passivity and panic towards
the peasants movement and the organisation of the
peasant associations, the least which could be said
about that stand is that of indifference. But the
momentum of the peasants movment which rose
like a gigantic flood, during last spring, had attrac-
ted them to the arena with the rest of the patriotic
forces and thus they started organising some peas-

ants associations. In this competition among the
patriotic forces and because of the absence of the
united front, some regrettable incidents took place
between some patriotic forces and others which was
possible and necessary to handle in a spirit of na-
tional brotherhood and on the basis of common na-
tional interest.

We do not know what is the guilt of the Comm-
unists if their activity and self-devotion for defend-
ing the peasants interests had won for them their
confidence. Even though, the federation, of the pea-
sants associations and the rest of peasants associa-
tions never were monopoly for the Communists nor
were their executive or administrative committees.

' The Communists were the most keen, and particul-

arly in this field, on joint list on the basis of the
united front among all thepatriotic forces. The foun-
ding committee of the peasants federation was not
A monopoly for one party, or one orientation, beca-
use one third of its members were members of the
national democratic party, and this was a great tol-
erance in comparison to the balance of forces in the,
peasants movement and the peasants organisations.
But nevertheless this tolerance did not satisfy some
of our patriotic brothers. From the start they laun-
ched a concentrated campaign on the federation of
peasants associations regarding it as a narrow and
baised party organisation. The Press campaign rea-
ched the extent of accusing the federation of exer-
cising powers which are of the authority of the
Government and of being baised in exercising these
powers, When the Minister of Agricultural Reform
replied to these claims, his reply was met with sh-
are commentary which failed to give evidence or
proofs and was based on sporadic insignificant inci-
dents which has no relation with the federation and
which the federation had no power'upon them first-
ly because it was not a Governmental authority,
and secondly because only four months passed on
its existence duding which it was occupied with
licensing the associations. The newspapers of some
of our brother patriots went on publishing unfound-
ed or insignificant complaints not only against the
Reaaaz}ts federation but alss azainst the Minister of
grarian Reform although he only practiced this
post two months ago and thus he cannot be blamed
himself for the stumbling of the implementation of
the Agrarian Reform Law and the rest of the peas-
antry affairs. When hig excellency replied to those
ted them on’the basis of the

Whlch_l‘l'.e conducted, he was

thers themselyes,

That was not the worst in th i
ot e d
among the patriotic forces in relation w:ﬁgg{g:xgeel;‘f

sants associations and their general federation. Our
brothers who filled the world with their protesta-
tions on narrow partnership and bais, ete., encour-
aged in their Press the spilt of the peasants move-
ment. Their members had boycottd the meetings of
the founding committee whose dates were announc-
ed in advance in the Press. They set up for themsel-
ves another headquarter and actually formed an-
other federation of peasants association which pra-
cticed in contradiction to the law the same powers
of the legal federation by granting licences and id-
entity cards, at time when the general federation
was working day and night to finish licencing the
assnciations which have full legal conditions regard-
less of the political colour of its members and foun-
ders, It licenced within four months only more than
2,700 assocotions of various trends and tendencies
among which there were many that have been lic-
enced afterwards by the dissident federation which
licenced 1,500 assocoaions. Nevertheless, it was pos-
sible and necessary till now to restore the unity of
the peasants movement and then the unity of the
patriotic forces if sufficient keenness among all was
shown. Instead of that the campaign of our brothers
is continuing against the general federation even
after the promulgation of the new law which repla-
ced the law of the federation.

It is very strange that our brothers regard the
new law ‘“more democratic than its predecessor’.
Why, is it because that the peasants associations
and federations will be under the control of the ad-
ministrative authorities? The same authorities whi-
ch were not touched by radical purge and which
even our brothers themselves demanded their purge.
The same authorities which were never elected by
the people and never are subjected to the choice or
censorship of the people. Is this the more or greater
democracy which our brothers have called for thro-
ughout their patriotic struggle? One finds it hard
to believe what he hears or sees. The present asso-
ciations and general federation are less demoeratic
because they sprang from among the masses of five
million peasants themselves, as for the future asso-
ciations which will fall, in every step they take, un-
der the control of the old administrative authorities,
they are more democratic!! Let us cast aside the rest
of criticisms to the new law of associations, because
this amount is sufficient.

Let us ask every fair citizen on the extent of
hig convietion in the non-bais and being above the
“narrow party' gains which are claimed by every
group in our patriotic movement,

We have no ill-wish towards our brothers and
do not wish them to abandon their original concepts
in democracy whether in formulating a constitution
for the state pr a law for the peasants organisation.
We only want to draw their attention to the drifts
and slips. On our part, we have not been up to now,
and will never be in the future, keen on narrow party
gains as much as we are keen on the unity of ranks
among all patriots and the solution of a.t{ disagree-
ments through means of understanding,

The Agrarian Revolution

{Continued from Page 5).

These are the main points that should be in-
cluded in any amendmet to the ARL which is an
important step towards the liberation of all the
peasants from the old- productive relations.

All patriots are asked to support the radical so-
lution for the land problem and the progressive ste-
ps leading to it; for this is the demand of the pea-
sants and all popular masses and it guarantees a so-
und development for our democratic republic.

The revolutionary peasants’ movement under
the leadership of its associations and General Union
is making great forward steps and has registered
wonderful victories in mobilising and organising the
peasants for the defence of the Republic and their in-
terests and for thc land, “the cherished dream” of
the peasants.

All the patriotic parties should support this vie
torious movement and strive to strengthen it and
combat the tendencies hindering it. This movemen.
and the Peasants’ Associations do not belog to any
particular party; they are a mass movement aiming
at achieving and defending the interests of the pea-
sants.

The increasing influence of our Communist Par-
ty among the peasants is due to the fact that since
its formation it took up and defended th peasant
interests and put forward a revolutionary solution
for which it has struggled. The peasant question
is organically tied to our people’s movement for the
safeguarding of our Republic and guarantecing its |
democratic development; its victory is a triumph |
for our people. Hence all those concerned for the
independence of our Republic and guaranteeing its
democratic development, should defend the peasant
movement and strive to achieve its noble aims.
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EDITORIALS 'OF "THE WEEIS

The following are some of the editorials that appeared in Ittihad al—Sxab. during the week.
.

-

Sunday, 13-9-1959

The Fingers of the Oil Companies Move Against the
People’s Court.

THE People’s Court, the weapon of the Revo-
lution against the old and new traitors, oc-
cupies a prominent position among the establish-
ments of the Revolution, among the Iragi people and
all patriotic Arabs.

This court has never pronounced a verdiet un-
less based on facts and reliable evidence and has
given the traitors every opportunity of defending
themselves and even defying the people, their court
and Government.

In addition, the People's Court with its Prose-
cution Body acted as a school for educating the pub-
lic in the spirit of democracy, anti-imperialism and
national unity. It was the breeze refreshening the
people when the negative sides of the general pol-
itical situation appeared as more prominent.

For all these reasons the People’s Court be-
came from the start the targets of imperialist falsifi-
cations and Nasser's slanders; these attacks were
directed especially at the person of the President of
the Court and the military Prosecutor. The same
lies were repeated inside Iraq by imperialist and
Nasser's agents who carried out their campaign in
unison with their masters.

We all remember the mischievous questions ask-
ed by Western journalists especially those of An-
thony Nutting, aiming at spreading doubts around
the People’s Court, It is not expected that the pre-
sence of such a democratic and revolutionary estab-
lishment, which has never deviated from the princi-
ples of the Revolution and the interests of the peo-
ple, and which unmasked the foreign plots and in-
terferences, would please the enemies of the Repub-
lic and the Oil Companies.

_The People's Court is the pride and one of the
major gains of the Revolution; its enemies are also
the enemies of the Republic and its Government; it
is not surprising therefore that the Premier should
deciare his Tuil backing of the People’s Court and the
person of its President. Although the Premier has
always taught the western journalists a severe les-
son, the imperialists and their agents continue their
campaign against the People's Court as part of their
intrigues against our liberated Republic, by so doing
they are interfering in the affairs of our country. It
is natural therefore that we have confidence in the
determination of the Republic and its Leader would
due to the efforts made in preparing them.

]

Monday, 14-9-1959
About the Statement of the Premier to the Indian
Journalist:

New Emphasis on the Revolutionary Democratic
Line of Our Republic

HE Premier’s statements to the Indian journ-

nalist, Sangal (Assistant Editor of Link), st-
ressed once more the Republic's liberational demo-
cratic policy and its determination to secure the
building of a genuine democratic rule for the people.
The Premier declared once again the ending of the
Interim Period on 6th January next, when parties
will be licensed and permanent constitution will
be legislated. The Premier also expressed his esti-
mation of loyal parties and all members of the peo-
ple including the Communists and denounced diseri-
minating between people.

Obviously this cannot please the imperialists
and their eollaborators for they realise that only the
democratic way ean guarantee the mobilisation of
the forces of the people, consolidate their unity, br-
ing out their creative potentialities and transform
the country into a centre of attraction for all Arab
and Middle Eastern peoples. Hence we are witnessing
the imperialist and reactionary endeavours against
demoeratic organisations and ideas of party and
social organisation, in order to hinder the ending of
the Interim Period.

The Leader, in his new statements, has repudi-
ated the reactiodary allegations and confirmed his
determination to work for “granting full freedom to
the people on the basis of a genuine demoratic life”
and stressed that all loyal parties serve the people
and all differences among them can 13e overcome,

There is no doubt that the progress of the Re-
volution depends on the attainment of comprehen-
sive national unity under the leadership of Abdul
Karim Qassim. This unity, for which all patriots sh-
ould strive, can and should include all anti-imper-
ialist anti-feudalist elements including patriotic
rightist nationalists.

The Leader's statements should act as an impe-
tus for restoring national unity, in order to attain
the requirements of a democratic rule, erush con-
spiracies and guarantee prosperity for all classes of
the people. These statements were a blow to rank
splitters and a rebuff to those who defy the People’s
Court and its President and try to interfere in the
affairs of our Republie.

EVIENTESI@E SIHE “WEEK
Kurdish Teachers’ Conference

THE Iragi Teachers' Conference, to discuss

the educational affairs of Iraqi Kurdistan,

was opened on September 13 in Shaglawa, northern
Iraq. The conference, attended by 300 teachers, is
held in answer to a resolution taken by the extra-
ordinary conference of the Teachers' Association
held last month. The Conference inaugurated by the
Mutasarrif of Arbil, was also attended by the Dir-
ector General of Administration in the Ministry of
Education and was greeted by the Teachers’ Asso-
ciation, the General Students’ Union, the Democra-
tic Youth Federation and other democratic organi-
sations. Greetings telegrams were sent in the name
of the conference to the Premier, the Minister of
Education and the President of the People's Court.
Six committees were later former; these were for
studying the problems of: Kurdish language, Kur-
dish history, translation and publication, curricula
and administration and combatting illiteracy. Am-
ong the recommendations submitted by these com-
mittees, and later by the conferees, to the Ministry
of Education were: support of the Ministry's step in
creating a Directorate General of Kurdish Educa-
tion, holding a similar conference every year, the
compilation of a new Kurdish dictionary and the
history of Kurdish literature, the publication of a
scientific, literary, social and cultural magazine.
Other recommendation included the creation of a
special branch at the Directorate of Kurdish Edu-
cation to look after matters connected with transla-
tion and publications, the creation of a special col-
lege for Kurds and the teaching of Kurdish language
in non-Kurdish schools and the founding of a mus-
eum for Kurdish antiquities.

Good Will Delegation to China

HE Iraqi-Sino Friendship Society had ex-

tended invitations to Col. al-Mahdawi, the
President of the People’s Court, Col. Majid Amin, the
Military Publiec Prosecutor and other notables and re
presentatives of democratic organisations to visit
China on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of
the proclamation of the Chinese People's Republic.
The Iraqi delegation will leave Baghdad on Septem-
ber 22 and will spend six weeks in China returning
home via Moscow. Col. al-Mahdawi has also been in-
vited to attend the October Revolution celebrations.

Writers’ Conference

TI—E Tragi Writers' Association will hold its

first conference of Literature on December

10th on the subject of “Modern Tragi Literature’
The conference will hear and discuss four reports,
one on each of the following subjects: the role of
the Association in encouraging Iragi literature,
modern Iragi poetry, the story in modern Iragi
literature and studies and critics in modern Iraai
literature. The following committees have been
formed in order to prepare these reports: poetry,
story and theatre, studies and criticism. It is expect-
ed that these reports will be of some importance
due to the egorts made in preparing them.

Publicity Centres

N inter-departmental committee, to discuss the

possibility of opening informations centres for
Iraq in some European countries has been formed.
The Committee comprises representatives from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of Guidance, the
Directorate General of Exhibitions, Iragi Airways.
Dates Association, Grain Board, Federation of Tndu-
stries and the Baghdad Chamber of Commerc. The
centres will supply information on Iraq concerning
industrial, agriculture and social development and
will earry out some trade transactions. It has so far
been decided to open such centres in London, Vien-
na, Beirut and Prague early next year.

Mayor to Bucharest

HE Mayor of Baghdad accompanied hy a

member of the Baghdad Municipal Council
have left for Bucharest for a week visit there. The
visit is made in answer to an invitation extended by
the Bucharest Municipal Council in order to attend
the celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the birth
of Bucharest. While there, the Mayor will be given
the opportunity to study the activities of the town
and strengthen the bonds of friendship between the
Iragi and Rumania peoples in their struggle for
World Peace.

Women and National Struggle

HE League for the Defence of Women's

Rights organised on September 16th a lecture
given by Col. al-Mahdawi, President of the People’s
Court, on the subject of “Women and the National
Struggle.” The lecture, which was a part of the edu-
cational campaign organised by the LDWR, was at-
tended by many official and public personalities as
well as a large number of the public of both sexes.
Al-Mahdawi, after reviewing the role played by
Iraqi women in the national struggle before the Re-
volution, and the role played by Arab women in the
Arab Liberation Movement, went on to speak about
the activities of the Tragi women in social and
other fields after the Revolution and the opportun-
ities open to them during the republican era.

‘Education Delegation

HE Iragi Education Delegation, comprising

a number of professors in the Baghdad Uni-
versity, arrived in Leningrad on September 15th.
The delegation will study the system followed in
educational and training establishments in the So-
viet Union. The members have visited many instit-
utes, libraries and laboratories in Leningrad and
later left for Tashkend.

Algerian Students in Baghdad University
HE Ministry of Education has approved the
admittance for this academic year of 38 Al-
gerian students in Baghdad University to study at
the expences of the Iraqi Republic. The Iraqi Re-
public has also approved the granting of scholar-
ships abroad for another two Algerian students.
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BOOK REVIEW

MEANING OF

MR. Abdul Fatah Ibrahim is the well-known
Iraqi author of many works. He follows in his
writings scientific _arguments, as his two books,
“On The Route To India’ and “Introduction To So-
ciology” are proofs of this. These two works ranks
high and were written at a time when not much
seientific studies were made.

Mr. Abdul Fatah Ibrahim speaks of his new
hook and says:: “It is a short summary of some of
the aspects of the 14th July Revolution, in two par-
ts: Introduction and Nature of Revolution of 14th
July.”

He appologises for the briefness in which many
phases of 14th July revolution were discussed, due
to shortage of time. Explaining the general type of
the revolution, it was mentioned that “it is a cons-
tructive change, in its aims and the forces ruling it."”

It is not a formal political change, it is basicaly the
transference of power wholly to the masses of the
revolution.”

The fact that the revolution takes place not
merely at the time of the revolution, ie. “Zero
Hour” as mentioned, was also deat with. It was
said “The actual accomplishment of the revolution
at the Zero Hour is not the whole of the revolution,
but only a part of its many parts, one of the steps,
vet it is the decisive step.” He added, “it is immpos-
sible to accomplish a realy popular revolution un-
less its deep-rooted factors are gathered inside
society and within the classes that will make the
revolution”.

Although the book mentioned at length that
the 14th July revolution was the outcome of the
many suecessive revolts and uprisings of the Tragi
people throughout the ages, and that it is mot an
isolated matter nor is it a Coup d'Etat, it failed to
include the important stand of the patriotic parties
before the 14th July and the part they played in
bringing about the revolution. This shortcoming
in the book was however previously mentioned by
the author in the opening note.

On mentioning the People’s Court, the author
rm_'ldel:ed the court the praise it is worthy of and
said: “There is not an establishment in the revolu-
tionary era, as the People's Court that expressed
gh(te”essense of justice and the revolutionary conc-

pPL.

As for the role the people would play in the
revolution and the necessity to maintain it, Mr. Ib-
rahim highly evaluating said: “This “Popular Up
serge’’ by which miracles are made, that is the unity
of the people and the government, the adherence of

~ * Meaning of the Revolution by Abdul Fatah Tbrahim.
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tHe army to the people ... this can be justly consid-
red the very essence of the revolution and the most
valuable thing in it.”

In face of the many planned attacks on the
popular rallies on various occasion, and the allega-
tion by the imperialists and their agents, the enemi-
es of the revolution inside, that law and order were
violated since the revolution due to these rallies,
Mr. Tbrahim emphasised: “Baghdad had witnessed
the greatests of these festivals and demonstrations,
with its streets filled with masses of people, to the
extent that the outskirt of the city was deserted
from its inhabitance, yet no one reported an agg-
ression and none complained a theft.”

The pages allocated for describing the novelty
of these festivities and demonstrations were the
most lucid of the book.

Discussing concretly the nature of the revolu-
tion, Mr. Ibrahim said: “It is a National Liberation
Revolution as it is anti-imperialist; progressive as it
is anti-fuedal; and Popular as it depends on the
people and follows democracy."” :

In dealing with the forces of the revolution, Mr.
Ibrahim, believing in the division of the society
into classes, pointed out the necessity of realising
the actual class-division, that the stand of each
class would be defined, the point of agreements
and those of contradictions, between the classes wh-
ich constitute the people, and for whose benefit
the revolution was actually made, would be marked.

This would make comparison possible with
systems where one class forces its will on the rest
of the revolutionary classes, under the pretext of a
non-class society as the case in the UAR and the
farse of its “National Union.”

Further the acknowledgement of classes in so-
ciety would lead to their granting their freedoms
by the revolutionary government. Mr. Ibrahim di-
vides these classes into: Workers, Peasants and Mid-
le-class. He affirms that the workers and the peas-
ants are the main and the solid forces of the revo-
lution, and that a popular revolution would concen-
trate firstly on “raising the standard of living of
the poor-peasants, and to make to at least
the lowest standard of others.”

In dealing with the unsettled nature of the
Bourgoisie, which he calls the high rank of the
Middle Class, he said that they have doubts and fea-
rs as to the granting of rights to the people. This fa-
ct, he said, would remain a source for the imperialist
to penetrate through, yet the national forces should,
on the contrary emphasise the points of agreement

Mr. Ibrahim did not deal with the true reasons
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for this unstability of the bourgoiesie, that is its
economical status of exploiting the workers and the
peasants, hence comes in contradiction with them.

As for the enemies of the revolution, Mr. Ibra-
him rightly stressed that we are not to think that
everything is over once the revolution succeed. We
are still in the start of the road. The main enemy is
forces of world imperialism. “Imperialism”, he said,
g the main obstacle in the road of national liber-
ation and social progress. When it is fully abolish-
ed, its tails will follow suit, hence feudalism will be
eliminated and the country will attain a higher po-
sition along the road of progress.” As for the inter-
nal enemies he mentioned feudalism, the old machin-
ary of power created by the imperialists to rule the
country and the elements whose interests were lin-
ked up directly to those of imperialism, all of whom
form a fifth column inside the country. They are
not great in number, Mr. Ibrahim mentioned, yet th-
and the reactionary forces in our country and the
outside world.”

The correct scientific analysis of the enemies
of the republic is one of the merits of the book, wh-
ich is worthy of praise.

The meaning of the Gnided Democracy rule was
then dwelt upon, and a mention that the rule of
only the national bourgoisie will not fulfil the whole
aims of the revolution, was in this respect explained.

The unity of the national forces, Mr. Ibrahtm
said was the burning question of the moment, com-
ing to the date of granting partis their legal rights.
This he said is indespensible for the next duty of
accomplishing the National United Front, which
will include all the national forces supporting the
revolution and rallying around the leadership of
Premier Abdul Karim Qassim.

To further emphasised this, Mr. Ibrahim men-
tioned how imperialism and its local and foreign
agents are concentrating most of all on harming
the unity of the national forces and rapturing the
national unity in general.

The essence of the anti-Communist campalgn
waged by the enemies of the republic was fully ex-
posed by Mr. Ibrabim, and the true aims behind it
were similarly revealed. “To combate freedom and
democracy in the name of combatting Communism,
is the only way to block the development of democr-
ae and the development of Arab
soﬁdarity and solidarity with the
peoples the world over aiming at co‘xjsoh-
dating freedom and peace in the whole world.” Yet
it is an old tune, to the uglyness of which none can

Aanaa
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The book dealt with many other important po-
ints including the importance of educating the mas-
ses as to how to utilise correctly the new democra-
tic life open wide to them.

But Mr. Ibrahim did not mention, neither in
the theoratical part nor in the practiacl part of his
bool, the fact that most of the bourgoeis democ-
ratic revolutions have not as yet led to the trans-
form of power to the main forces of the revolution,
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Fxecution of Traitors

N OTIFICATIONS of the Military Governor-
General Numbered 116 and 117.

The first notification of the Military Governor-
General mentioned that death sentences were pass-
ed on 4 civilian criminals and 13 criminals from
among Army officers. This was announced in Noti-
fication No. 116. The followings are important ex-
tracts of Notification No. 117. “To the noble sons
of the people.

“In pursuance to our Notification No. 116 da-
ted September 19, 1959:

‘“1"__ At four this morning (20th September,
1959) death by hanging was carried out at Baghdad
Central Jail of the traitors and criminals, the civil-
ians Said Qazzaz, Bahjat el-Attiyah, Abdul Jabbar
Fehmi and Abdul Jabar Ayoub who before the glo-
rious Revolution had plotted against the safety of
our country in co-operation with imperialism and
those coveting our country.

“The execution by firing squad was also carried
out at seven this monring (20th September, 1959)
at Um el-Tebool shooting ground of those traitors
from among the Army officers who were dismissed
from the Army. They were:

“The retired Brigadier Nadhim al-Tabagchall,
Reserve Col. Mustafa Rifaat el-Haj Sirri, Col, Aziz
Ahmad Shehab, Capt. Daud Sayid Khalil, Col. Khalil
Salman, Maj, Towfig Yahya Agha, Capt. Yahya Hu-
ssein el-Hamawi, Col. Ali Towfig, Capt. Hashim el-
Debuni, Lt. Hazim Khattab, Lt. Col. Ismail Hermiz,
Maj. Majied el-Chalabi and Capt. Zakariya Yehya
Taha. They had taken part and co-operated with
the mutiny which was carried out by the traitor al-
Shawaf against the safety and security of the Re-
publie.”

“The execution were carried out after the ver-
dicts passed against all of them by the Special High
Military Court received the assent of the Minister
of Defence.”

“We assure the citizens that the fate of these
traitors will be the inevitable fate of plotters and
agents who co-operate with the foreigners to en-
danger the safety and security of our dear Republic
under the faithful son of the people, Maj.-Gen. Ab-
dul Karim Qassim.”

The Notification of His Excellency the Military
Governor-General went on to list some name of
those sentenced by the People’'s Court, but whom
His Excellency the Premier found rasons for mercy,
hence their sentences were commuted.

(See aiso Page iZ).

or as called by Mr. Tbrahim “masses of the revolu-
tion’’, by which we particularly mean the peasants.
Last but not least, one must mention that m
parts of the book some vague sentences were men-
tioned, the many sided explanation of which was
possible, particularly in the introduction. We hope
that these and others would be corrected and paid
attention to in the next edition of the hook.
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HE Notification of the Military Gov-
ernor-General reflects the feelings of all the

Iraqi people,

Baghdad witnessed at the morning of the 20th
a joyful day, the people felt that a clique of their
bitter enemies found the sentences they deserved.

Those executed about a month ago and the
criminals executed shortly after the Shawaf plot
were steps in the right direction. Traitors and ene-
mies of the people had forced a long reign of ter-
ror and torture. Many of the best sons of the people
found their tagic faté by the acts of these very four
lians”. It is only just that once the people attain
their freedom and their patriotic government get
hold of affairs, that executions and other heayy sen-
tences should be passed on the traitors and other
“civilians.” It is only just that once the people attain
Government, headed by Premier Abdul Karim Qas-
sim had expressed that death is the fate of all plot-
ters and agents, and that finally, the just step was
taken as other preceedings steps were taken.

HE four “civilian” stooges of Nuri as- Said

were in fact the most hated and the most

cruel of the rest of the gang. Qazzaz many a time

Minister of Interior in numerous cabinets, was the

chief henchman of Nuri as-Said. When there is any-

thing dirty that not many others are “willing” to do
it Qazzaz was the first to volunteer.

Bahjat al-Attiyah is the shadow of Qazzaz. He
was the Chief of the Secret Police, besides his being
a ‘chief’ of torture. Traditions did not find their way
to the plans of “late” Attiyah, Women and mothers
were the dearest victims of his. No house stood
close in the face of his agents not even in th late
hours of the night. One would not exceed the fact
to say that every family did suffer in this or that
galy rom the country-wide branches of his Secret

olice.

_ Abdul Gabbar Fehmi, was for some years the
Chief of Baghdad Police, but later promoted to the
post of Mutasa_.n-if (Governor) of Baghdad. He was
one of the main pillar of the rule of Nuri as-Said.

The Fate of All Traitors

He was the “hero” to shoot at demonstrations. Yet
such a hero would not leave a higher position passes
him by, hence he participate “epergetically”’ in
shooting the armless political prisoners in the Bagh-
dad Prison, when two other similar massacres were
planned for other prisons.

Abdul Gabbar Ayoub; himself is not by any
means a “personality” of the clique, yet there was
always an obedient tool in the person of the Director
of the Nuqrat el-Salman Prison, that is Abdul Gab-
bar Ayoub. The name of Nugrat el-Salman is enou-
gh to remind any Arab, let alone any Iragi of un-
dreamt of horrors. Some 100 patriots of the political
prisoners were left to languish there, in the desert.
Many were killed during the massacres of prisons,
the hero of which, here, is Abdul Gabbar

Ayoub.

These four, and some others, were the ‘Knights’
of the “Anti-Communist Campaign” in the country.
Their fingers even extended to some neighbouring
Arab countries. Yet these are the four ‘civilians’,
of the old regime. The Army retired
officers were Tabagchali: Brig. Nadhim al- Taba-
qchali, the former commander of the Second Divi-
sion—whose centre is in Kirkuk. He was the chief
designer of the Mosul Plot. His alert mind sugges-
ted to him the necessity of postponing the said plot
a fortnight to the date fixed by the ‘masters’. Besi-
des he is one of three men, of Abdul Salam Arif’
Pro-Nasser cell in the Army.

Sirri: Reserve Col. Mustafa Rifaat el-Haj Sirri,
was Chief of the Military Intelligence Service. He
was to play a main part in Baghdad, once the matter
starts in the North (Mosul), unluckily th-
ough, he was not given enough ‘chance’ to perform
the ‘duties’ accredited to him.

Shehab, Col. Aziz Ahmed Shehab acted as the
special missionary between Tabagchali and Gamal
Abdul Nasser. He went to Syria to contact Abdul
Hamid el-Sarraj, Minister of Interior of the (UAR)
Syrian Region. No doubt Mr. Sarraj must have tau-
ght him how to arrange things.

Other officers were petty agents playing a sec-
ondary role in the Nasser imperialist plot.
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