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D [^ dcWaoiMfl edited item, written by a. murker of the. Popular front ion the 
^.n^ ^.^y’ii^^ W-flPFLOAG) ■ .««<* phinted & the Patenting 

r general deicription the women'r
Ac^^n^Sf1 **™ty> « phovince of han bordering 

^dominate bate foe. the teberatcon movement throughout the Gulf. It the author'/, 
"^ffi^Ztiiy^^ST^^ *4 “ M^g society where 
z^ut' 9^tly facilitate the women'/, tthungte for futt eouatitu be-* ^\iMi^t%M?^^ Oi P^P^. ownership MA. dpnreuiMbfiwmen

A are firmty utabtirhed. White tome may question the author'i thute that a 
^"f^^tthtA t^^J^^^* ^ de.velop'rent of revolutionary coMeteuinen, 

“^ ‘tn PM*/uWi*3 the condition experienced 
by the majority of Jhofari women.

Tafute,15, and Amina,12, are membert of the Poputer front for the liberation 
of Oman and the Occupied Ahab Gulf (PFLOAG). They formed part of the firtt 
platoon of women’t militants to receive futt training for mentenhip in ; 
the People.'h liberation Army. They were -interviewed in South Yemen by 
Fred Halliday, whofe article firit appeared -in The Black Owarf, a hoaiatUt 
magazine published in Bngtend.lnctuded here are exeerpte of thU article.



HOW DID TOD GET

Sudanese 
Women

Straggled
CAROLYN FLEUHR LOBBAN

Carolyn has spent 1 year in the Sudan. She is presently a teacher of women's 
studies at Rhode Island College. Her special area of interest is anthropology.

DO YOU EVER HISS YOUR PARENTS?

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF ISLAM?



”A L G E RIA UNVE IL E D”
During the. Algerian Revolution, many Algerian, women chose to me 
the vw. as a revolutionary toot; removing the veil when .it would serve to dis
arm the. colonialists and putting It back on to disguise theta, note as political 
activists, white, attowing themselves to assume new dimensions In the revolution, 
tuck ao running aunt. Fanon emphasized the inner-contradictions these Algerian 
women freed in disrobing themselves of an age-old tradition, white at the tone 
time eontronting the "essentially hostile world of Ute occupier." The level 
of cowritment to the Revolution that each women had was her Inspiration.



including two erceapta jaw toon's Studies in a 
to iUuttnate At wit oi mmen uuthxn a deMnpeng 
The iiwt excenpt, "let'* Idin Oven the Veil and tht tut UMFotlM, dealt 
t^lfe FwnchcolonLalUt Motegi/ and the naaum, xenophobia and 4 exam 
Inhenmt in the cotmiaZUt wit oi Month Hum and the Heddle Eut, and, 
none epediieallij, in tht domination oi moot Mob women.
Tht tuond exaunt, "htgviia Unveiled", MuMolu both the Muim woman's 
Muggte to IneehtMeti tun cotonialut oppnuteon and hen Mi-developaent 
duning thio period.

ly calle the "Fatmas," the Alger 
European city. Their movements

conquerors' hones, those whom the colonizer indlscrlmlnate-

The rare occasions on which the Algerian woman abandons the 
ne event, either of an exceptional nature (the death of a

'LET'S MW (WEB THE Will. MO THE VEST MILL fOUM.
"If we wane td destroy the structure or Algerian society, -- ---- ----- 

of all conquer the women; we must go end find them behind the veil where they hide themselves and in the 
houses where the men keep them out of sight." It is the situation of woman chat was accordingly taken as 
the theme of action. The dominant administration solemnly undertook to defend this woman, pictured as
humiliated, sequestered, clolstereo...it cescrioeu „« rM»—----— -- ,----- - -——,-———^ _,
transformed by the Algerian man into an Inert, demonetized. Indeed dehumanized object. The behavior of 
the Algerian was very firmly denounced and described as medieval and barbaric With Infinite science, a 
blanket indictment against the "sadistic and vamplrlsh" Algerian attitude toward women was prepared and 
drawn up. Around the family life of the Algerian, the occupier piled up a whole mass of judgments, ap
praisals, reasons, accumulated anecdotes and edifying examples, thus attempting to confine the Algerian 
within a circle of guilt. ... ......,Mutual aid societies and societies to promote solidarity with Algerian women sprang up in great num
ber. Lamentations were organized. "We want to make the Algerian ashamed of the fate that he metes out
to women." This was a period of effervescence, of putting into application a whole technique of infil
tration, in the course of which droves of social workers and women directing charitable works descended 
on the Arab quarters. . x .The indigent and famished women were the first to be besieged. Every kilo of semolina distributed 
was accompanied by a dose of indignation against the veil and the cloister. The indignation was followed 
up by practical advice. Algerian women were Invited to play "a functional, capital role in the trans
formation of their lot. They were pressed to say no to a centuries-old subjection. The immense role

this combat. After ic had been posited that the woman const! 
efforts were made to obtain control over her. The Algerian, 
the task of cultural destruction undertaken by the occupier,

values, wrenching her free from her status, was at the same t

ALGERIA UNVEILED

ar . «<i.vi-.™ 7 - --- , —~,, »,, „„IC vL»n, iraaxtionai ramlly visits for religious feasts,
i?il8Jta 8 In such cases, the European city is crossed in a car, usually early in the morning.

The Algerian woman, the young Algerian woman—except for a very few studenta (who besides never have the 
Europe“ counterparts)-must overcome a multiplicity of inner resistances, of subjec-

“vely fears, of emotions. She must at the same time confront the essentially hostile world of
Buropean’cit th ''ai""^12^’ 8U“*’ “d efficient police forces. Esch time she ventures Into the

~ -—1—* ivugeu souewnere in net mine ano in her body, remodel It. initiate the 
deCalldat/it* °£ erodlng Z^ “k® 11 inessential, remove something of the shame that la attached to it.

"If we want to destroy the structure of 
Algerian society, it's capacity for re
sistance, we must first of all conquer 
the women."

--French Colonial strategy

Beyond Tna/Lit-ion

streets of the European city teeming with policemen, parachutists, militiamen. She no long slinks along

member of the dominant society, the Algerian woman avoided the middle of the sidewalk which In all coun
tries in the world belongs rightfully to those who command.

The shoulders of the unveiled Algerian woman are thrust back with easy freedom. She walks with a

tins when
it experiences its phase

cells eo be held in reserve

winning her over to the foreign

Women'£ Cadnei

ieflnltely.

unaccompanied. But the woman's duties as mother or spouse, the desire to limit Co the minimum Che pos
sible consequences of her arrest and her death, and also Che more and more numerous volunteering of un-

that the Revolution faced, the decision to concretely involve women in the notional struggle wes reached. 
The revolutionary character of this decision must once again be emphasized. At the beginning, it

shion. This new dialectic

trighttui sensation oi 
pattern. She quicklywas the married women who were designated. In any case,

some hundred or Cwo hundred meters ahead of Che man under whose orders she was working, still wore a veil;

queror's city. Very quickly she adopted an absolutely unbelievable offensive tectic. When colonized

And so it is in Constantine, in Oran, in Blida, in Bone.

ted. The unveiled body s 
even of being naked. She 
feeling Chat something is

Lengthen in-
□f judg- 

the has

the husband makes no difficulty about letting his wife leave on an assignment. He will make it, in fact,

eacc with the Revolution. Ie must be pointed out also that militants who are being sought by the police
take refuge with ocher militants not yet identified by the occupier. In such cases the woman, left alone 
all day with the fugitive, Is the one who gets him his food, the newspapers, the mail, showing no trace 
of suspicion or fear. Involved in the struggle, the husband or the father learns co look upon the tela- ■



The. contemposaM Synian poet, Nizan Hahbann, spoke Of the. plight of the 
(nob woman, tn hen name and with hen voice, tiding the finst penion feminine 
in many of hit poem in thin geMe. Hit poeiny neftects not onto hen 
p/iobtems but alto the mood, expenienee and agony which Ahab youth han. 
undergone in the tott thnee on foun decades in /inspect to ihein natations 
with the opposite tex. In 196! labbanZ explained the /masons fan his 
assuming a female identity speaking with a female voice. In the int/ia- 
duetion of his book yawmiyyat Imwa UL-Nubatiua {pianu of a Woman Who Vo es Not 
Cane" 1, he wnote at the sequent of the women students at the Amenican Univex- 
sity of teinuti

"Is it not the inony of fate that 1 shoutd cxy out 
with a woman's voice white women ane unable to speak with them 
own natural voicefl"

The foltowing ane excexpts f/um his poeixy*

A
F 'w O M A N 's"

' i O I .0 E

Among the many faces in your color book,

That you take out and put back 
When you find a new toy

You want me' to be
Behind the walls of a chronic Harem!

A man that would love me.

O unbridled camel of the desert
Whose face is nibbled by smallpox 
That I will not be here

Among the thousand heads that lie on your pillows..

That you cannot numb me
With your rank and power.

With your oil, your concessions.
Your petroleum with which your cloak reeks.
Your cars.which you lay, numerous,

Of the many hobbies that you heap

* Excerpts from Qabbanx's diary and transla
tions by Arieh Loya, "Poetry as a Social Doc
ument: The Social Position of the Arab Woman 
as reflected in the Poetry of Nizar al-4abb3nl. 
The Muslim World, Vol. LXIII, No. I (Jan., 1973).

suit of the social reforms introduced by the Ba'ath Socialist Party. Prostitution is 
illegal, the landowning and rich merchant class is in exile and new educational, agri
cultural and medical schools have been introduced, in which women as well as men have
the■opportunity to improve their social conditions through .communal initiative, 
admiration 'for the West, and its bourgeois pleasures and play things, is absent.

The opposite is true In Lebanon, where the Arab man faces problems similar to those 
faced by Qabbani in his growth from chauvinist, to a sexist worshipper of women as 
unearthly perfection, to a supporter of women's emancipation. Personal relations in 
Lebanon are regulated by the church or religious constitution. There is no civil law
regarding marriage, divorce, or inheritance. In addition to the traditional oppression 
suffered by women at the hands of the orthodox religious establishment, women in
Lebanon also find themselves segregated into their own religious community. Even now, 
inter-marriages between people of six major religious sects, in the Islamic and

adds yet another dimension to sexual oppression, that of political and economic expl 
tation. The paternalism of the feudal lord has given way to employment of women at

You are a collector of objects.
Your field is the eyes (of women) 
Not .what is behind those eyes.
With colored beads..

ury goods, imported from the West, creates a new bourgeoisie in which the woman's trad] 
tional role of leadership in the home gives way to conspicuous consumption - French 
mini—skirts, expensive coiffures, and imported crystal — while denying her. own culture 
in an even more oppressive manner. Underneath .the exterior of "modernity," even the 
university-educated woman in Lebanon finds her protests silenced.



NO
Longer

a Refugee

PALESTINIAN COMMANDOES IN STRIA

On September 6, 1910, The. Poputax leant lot the. 
Libexatton o{ Patextine hijacked {oux planex ovex 
Europe and diverted them to loxdan. An attempt to 
{i{th plane in Amxtexdam wax unXMozxxtut. {Letta 
SundayTetegxaph, Hay 20, 1973, London].

Leita'x {amity had {ted {xom Hai{a to Lebanon durtng
the toon, o{ 1940. We ehoxe to include a condenxation o{ 
thix article in xexpect o{ a. woman whoxe human companion 
and political coimitment nave moved hex to be, ax xhe 
xayx, "No tongex a xefagee, but a xevolutionaxg, "fighting 
{ox the libexatton {o the Patextinian people."



ficult to .hijack than regular planes. He didn't 
appreciate my sense of humor.

Suddenly we descended in Munich. The airpot

thers from the Action Organization were brought

Amina Dahbour, and comrades Ibrahim Tawfiq and 
Mohammed Abu Al-Haij a came aboard. I wanted to

The uprooted

Nasser. He were taken to an Egyptian "guesthouse” 
and held there for 11 days -- we were told for

He departed like a vanquished Kapol- got married on November 26, spent a week together 
and then returned to our separate tasks.

camp. Frew listened intently, but like most of

Palestinian House dynamited in Gaza

PALESTINE

struggle 

for

■ liberation

The. iottowing interview faith a PateAtinian 
woman activiAt studying in the U.S. pneAentA 
a picture o^ the condidionA the PateAtinian 
aeAiAtanee factA today. Ue have iocuAed a tange 
portion bi thio interview on the Accent evento

All means of intimidation....

una not available in .the majoe Ueotenn papehA, 
uetopment cl the PateAtinian Atfmggte, both 
intennatty and in itA hetatioiA with peogneA-
neaden wttt gain tone undenAtanding o| thoat 
Ahab negimeA which not phdy AuppoeiA pnogheh- 
Aiye ioncu within thein own couHtniM bat 
the PateAtinian hiA^Atancn. appn

On September 29, Frew intimated that I might

national Red Cross Committee. They finally were

Cyprus, X was instructed to prepare for depar-

up in the Streets to see me, but they were going 
to be sadly disappointed as X would be taken out

••■'. Ionia/.'* eapntAi. Ammar., iwMcn'a Awy 
had alZccbcd the PateaU.^o. vOvc.vnt. Sect
IG.K9 PaiCAtaraAnA. mot tig wjawwa. near 
hefted on wounded.

WHERE DO THE ARAB REGIMES NOW STAND IN 
RELATION TO THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE 
MOVEMENTS?

Most-of the Arab leaders and govern-

their own power and control. Statements 
made by these regimes supporting the struggle

dissatisfaction With the status quo, than 
as ah indication that these regimes truly

Palestinians-, it is from the Arab masses 
that the Palestinians draw their support.

in Egypt, at the same time Sadat is 
making "demands" of the Israelis in the UN. 
and making’ forecasts of war against Israel

blish -secure borders and be free from threat

tradiction is explained by understanding 
that there is a strong student movement 
in Egypt which is demanding that Egypt re

training and arms to carry this out. This 
movement is also in support of Palestinian

Sadat's statements are attempts
to convince the students that he is respon-



tance and prevent their posing .a threat to 
the internal status quo. In other arenas, 
however, it is made deal that Egypt does 
not want war with Israel.

Again, in Syria there is a natural feel
ing among the people that the fate of the

Arab question.' Therefore, the Syrian regime 
cannot say "I am not interested in the Pales
tinians." without opening the door to serious 
questioning among Syrians regarding the nature 
of the Syrian regime, thereby risking internal 
upheaval. Prior to the Jordan massacre of 
Palestinians in 1970, there were progressive

ported the Palestinians. What actually 
happened following the events in Jordan was 
that there was a major change in the power 
structure of the Syrian government. The pro

of the Palestinians.

In Lebanon, the Palestinians have been

Palestinians to arm and train themselves 
Within the camps). The Israeli regime ha

the “security" of Israel. From the many re
ports of the failure of the Lebanese army to

during the raid on Beirut, the cooperation 
of the Lebanese government is clear. It ale

Israeli raid was to press those factions of 
the Lebanon regime that are opposed to the 
Palestinian resistance movements to take 
action against the Palestinians. Witness the 
battles between the Lebanese army and the 
Palestinian forces soon after the raid. There 
are also reports that 36 of those taken pri

citizens who had served as provocateurs to 
sabotage the truces which had been agreed to 
between the Lebanese government a rd the 
Palestinian forces.

WHAT WAS THE REACTION OF THE LEBANESE PEOPLE 
TO THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE LEBANESE ARMY AND 
THE. PALESTINIAN FORCES?

history of the development of the resistance 
forces since the Jordanian conflict. After

groups realized that if they remained isola
ted from other progressive forces within 
the countries where their camps were, it would 
be easy for them to be wiped put.. The Pales
tinian movements had therefore established 
good relations with the progressive elements 
in Lebanon. One of the strongest links was

.between the Lebanese women's movements and 
the Union of Palestinian Women.

Another important factor Was that.

Lebanese movements, i.e. Whether progressive 
or reactionary, all groups in Lebanon are 
armed and trained. It was unlike the situa- • 
tion in Jordan where the Palestinians had to 
train the militia. In the fighting that broke 
out, the progressive Lebanese movements were 
the link to provide Palestinians with ammuni
tion, food, medical equipment, etc. Even 
those groups that did not support the Pales-

The fact that the Palestinian camps are 
surrounded by Lebanese communities, with whom

Local people stayed in their homes in the 
midst of the fighting, providing a buffer zone 
between the Palestinian camps and the army's

able to play the contradictions that existed 
in Lebanon very well.

WHAT EFFECT HAVE THESE RECENT ACTIONS HAD ON 
THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE MOVEMENT?

successful as the Zionists claim. There was 
enough resistance to prevent them from getting 
to the Popular Front headquarters. It is un
clear how many names the raid.netted them, but 
it was in no way the bulk of contacts. This

of intimidation, especially for Arabs living 
on the West Bank.

Secondly, it pointed up the success of 
the relationships which had been established 
between the Palestinians and the progressive 
Lebanese movements. The Lebanese regime was 
also unable to take control of the Palestin
ian camps, as guaranteed in the Cairo Agree
ment, from the Palestinians.

Thirdly, and'perhaps most important, as 

camp is beginning to develop its own adminis- 

of the everyday life of the camp, from militia 

cooperation among the factions. Since 1970, 
unification among the factions has been one of
While* there has been difficulty about what this

Palestine: The Occupied Territories

IN WHAT WAYS HAVE PALESTINIAN REFUGEES BEEN 
INTEGRATED INTO THE ECONOMIES OF THE ARAB 
COUNTRIES?

The Palestinian refugees in other, Arab

systems of those countries. Few Palestinians 
have taken passports in these other countries.

places, such as Lebanon, to get a work permit.

.Southern Lebanon, earning 1/3 Of the wages of 
-Lebanese laborers. This, of course, creates 
strife between the Palestinian workers and 
the Lebanese workers.

refugees in the U.N. camps, subsisting on 
IUNRWA rations..

WOULD YOU COMMENT ON THE ROLE AND POSITION OF 
WOMEN WITHIN THE PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATIONS?

have not been handled properly. There is a ten
dency within the Palestinian movements to either 
avoid dealing With the question by saying, "Now

involved without disrupting the social structure. 
At the other extreme are those who would super-

every woman. This does not take into .account

women have lived. You cannot move directly from 
such conditions to the point of carrying a gun

Little is done by any of the Palestinian 
factions to'analyze the position of women. There .

Of a program in which the woman's situation is 
analyzed in terms of her economic and social op-, 
pression; a timely program whereby you can

The Union tor Palestinian Women is active

of the group varies with respect to the condi-

example, the National Union for Jordanian and 
Palestinian women has developed a program which 
is much more conscious of the economic oppress-.

and we hear of the actions of individual women,

WHAT OP THE REPORTS OF THE THRIVING ECONOMIC 
STATUS OF ARABS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES? ' 

The choice open to Arabs tn the West Bank

where the situation is also extremely oppres
sive. So, in reality, there is no choice:

stable economy and that the cheap labor of 
the Arabs has a role to play-in that economy.

WHAT DEVELOPMENTS HAVE YOU SEEN IN THE PROS
PECTS FOR ARAB-JBWISH UNITY AMONG WORKERS?

The prospects of Arab and Jewish workers

since Oriental Jews' have become more aware of

*67, they realized that they were "not going 
to be thrown into the sea." They have begun 
to understand how this propaganda has been

into the contradictions within Israeli society



WOULD YOU COMMENT ON REPORTS OF A GROWING 
AMBIVALENCE AMONG ARABS IN THE OCCUPIED TER
RITORIES TOWARD THE ZIONIST REGIME?

You must understand that there are very 
few political movements on the West Bank in 
which Arabs can work. Rakah, the faction of

The. ioZl.OMinginteA.vi.euJ moa conducted with 
an ItJiaeZi woman in the U.S., who wot a 
membet of a kibbutz ion. S years. She. hat 
been aHiZiated with an Israeli socialist 
organization, and hat actively participated 
in Women't ttudiet in the U.S.

the concepts of Zionism, is allowed to work 
on the West Bank. However they are not al
lowed to distribute their newspaper there. 
Rakah is the only forum open to Arabs on the 
West Bank through 'Which they can express 
their grievances and as such it is supported 
by the Arabs. This does not mean.however, 
that there is widespread agreement among the 
Arabs with the position of Rakah which fol
lows the Moscow line and even accepts UN

'secure and recognized* frontiers; ensuring

they existed before 1967).
***************************

AfatuM#

TODAY

And today their holiday haunt 
(The road signs reading * 
Trench Morocco lead then on).

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE KIBBUTZ IN ISRAELI SOCIETY?

Hera the tells of het experiences at a chitd 
u- , u - in a kibbutz and o{ het views on Israelii society a critical 

analysis

ISRAEL

Morocco - whan the streets

Morocco - bartering bustle

they are soclelist only in their Internal relatlon-

Land of obvious contradictions 
(Blurred and nullified by 
Kief and hashish).

With walking, sitting

of masters. Some people have maids and.servants.

. . „ . „ WHY IS THE KIBBUTZ REPRESENTED TO AMERICANS AS AWomen’s strike in Upper Nazareth: model of socialist production?
‘'After 10 years, 590 an hour." It is only to the American youth, the idealls

A Woman Nomad

of canals and goats 
And of sheep and skinny dogs.

"Atowiiacw," by Camm CaMitto, mu included in Third Uonld Women. 
m Mthoiogyof, poems, putt and gnphics, publiiHerSuTTZjiT---- 
Vania Comuiicaiioiu. San FnanaUco.

The Kaftan that, covers ns 
Tron head to ankles 
Keeps ne hot.
Keeps as quiet?*

To drink

of the Kibbutz as a military outpost and colonizing

DO YOU SEE THE KIBBUTZ AS A MODEL OF SOCIALIST 
PRODUCTION?

don't see the Kibbutz as a socialist system

Many of the workers are hired laborers, both Arabs 

of their labors. The profits from Industry go into- 
hew investments and into' raising, to some extent,

mane. Being a Zionist., you can sic on the Arab 
land, buc how does thia fit with being a socialist? 
Hany Kibbutzim are sitting on the land of expelled 
Arabs, and since Che Kibbutzim are Zionist ppli- 
clcal units, no Arabs can become members. The 
Kibbutzim movement was carried out, by European 
settlers. The culture remained heavily European; 
therefore, rhe percentage of Oriental lews living





PEASANT WOMEN

ll^uQllm^■w■ffl||•|||^S|,,|,,™,^,^,®n,,

THE ARTICLE MAS REPRINTED FROM RESISTANCE, ORGAN OF THE IRANIAN STUDENTS 
ORGANIZATION IN THE U.S,

the one suitor who is more appreciative of her, who offers more (money) as mahr* and 
who proposes better terms will win (her Hand)."* This remarkably degrading comment by ' 
Iranian Prime Minister Hoveyda reflects something about the conditions of women in Iran 
today. Despite the Iranian regime's well publicized claims to the contrary, Iranian women 
remain the most oppressed section of Iranian society. Their economic, legal and social lot 
is much worse than the harsh conditions suffered by most of the men.

From birth, an Iranian girl faces a world that considers her inferior to a male child. 
Iranian parents often pray to have boys, not only because of traditional prejudices against 
women, but also because they see sons as better providers for their poor parents.

LEGAL SITUATION

"Family law" reform has been a much celebrated aspect of the Shah's "White Revolution". 
A series of new "family courts" were set up in 1968, supposedly to provide the much needed 
legal protection of women. Like most other reforms of the Shah these measures seem to be 
designed more for propaganda purposes than actual improvement of the women's conditions.

Polygamy for example is still allowed under the "family laws" now, however, the man 
must obtain permission from his first wife. Due to their complete economic dependence of 
their husbands most wives are forced to give permission. In effect,the law helps only women 
from well to do backgrounds who can survive without monetary Support from their husbands.

Another change which was made in the "White Revolution" concerns divorce laws. Pre
viously a man could divorce his wife without her consent of even knowledge of it by simple 
repeating three times that he wished to divorce her. The reforms make it compulsory for both 
people to take the case to court and ask for a divorce permit. Again only wealthy women can

her husband to such an extent that even if her situation is miserable she won't ask for a 
divorce. If,because of poverty, her parent's cannot take her back into their house, she either

fer to continue an unhappy marriage rather than divorce their husbands. Due to the high

that divorce is legally permissable.
One of the harshest laws against women is code 179 which states, "If a man finds his wife 

in bed with another man and injures or murders one or both of them, he is acquitted according

There are many other laws which are degrading to women. For example, in cases of inher-

a woman is not accepted as a witness. A daughter Inherits only half as much as her brother. 
And if her husband should die, a woman cannot be regarded as a guardian for her children. 
The automatic guardian is her husband's father.

The Shah's most celebrated step towards the "emancipation" of Iranian women was his re
form, in 1963, allowing women's sufferage. Previously Women, along with criminals and the 
insane were not allowed to vote.

Women's sufferage has been a major demand of Iranian women since the early 1900's. Un
der the Shah'S dictatorship, however, sufferage in general has no significance. The Women's

Positions in th parliament and the cabinet for a few women of Iran's ruling circles.
The Shah then proceeded to outlaw all women's organizations except the official"Women's 

Organization of Iran" Which is headed by his sister Ashraf.

™eJ“3°5^y of Ira"lan women are peasants and their life is much different than the women 
“ Cltlef: In the.vllla9,es the women work in the fields or on the farm just as the men 

tC1P ® ^ th® *“°auotion and selling of farm goods and are also responsible for 
,S “cooking- sewing and taking care of the children. But despite the greater 

participation of women peasants in the everyday business of the family, the idea of male 
supremacy is much stronger in villages and among tribes.

th» ^“^ wom“ is "ot to aPPear in publii eyes or to be consulted.. .At home she must 
T andco"slder herself below him. She must see it rightful for the man to beat her 

Plate 5°““' But she doesn't have the right to go to her father and com-
inn of ■ Sr 8,13 Prove she is a decent and good wife. The husband's cursing and beat-

g of the wife is necessary and deserved to keep the wife at home- and not to spoil her.

^^^.“^ stations, about fifty percent are girls between 8 and 15 ^d Jo -r.
^a^ttS”" ^° nO“^11Y would h® expected to be retired^ Jhe yo^ger X^a^X^ 
along by their mothers, since even one person could hardly eat an - .average meal with 30cents.'

The situation of women workers is not significantly better than that of the peasant 
women. In 1972 Iran Almanac stated, "A majority of them (women) are agnorent of their legal 
rights, .they have no training and the lowest jobs are allotted to them;..."

The age of women laborers ranges between 19 and 34. Usually after the age of 19 the num
ber of women workers starts decreasing. Although it was supposedly outlawed, many very young 
girls also work. An Iranian journal has written that "since 1963 in Iran there has been an

More than half of Iranian women and children workers are employed in rug weaving factor
ies where the World renowned Persian carpets are made. They are particularly well suited for 
this work because their small fingers can best make the millions Of tiny knots necessary 
for the carpets. Conditions in these factories are the clearest examples of the regime's 
unwillingness to provide legal protection for women workers. A newspaper story that slipped 
under the censor's eyes states: "These factories do not have enough light and are damp 
With stale air. Child workers not only lack necessary food, rest and pay, but also lack sun 
light and fresh air and, therefore, often suffer from general weakness, anemia, and other 
Illnesses. In Meshed tuberculosis and rheumatism are common among child rug weavers." 
Many young women are permanently disfigured from long hours of setting cross legged. They a 
are unable to bear children safely as their bone and muscle structure’ is not developed.







(see Birth control- Handbook, February 1972,this way, thu forcesot counter-r
Hontreal). Their aim is to convince our Third World sisters that fewer in their fam
ilies will ensure financial stability and personal achievement, and Will lead to - 
women's liberation upon acceptance of the IUD, Lippe Loop, sterilization (litcracy^not

"RECKLESS POPULATION GROWTH WITHOUT PARALLEL ECONOMIC GROWTH.. .MAKES FOR A CONSTANT LOW
ERING OF THE STANDARD OF LIVING. SIKH A DECLINE WITH ITS CONCOMITANT COUNTING POVERTV 
AND HUNGER INEVITABLE DELIVERS A POPULATION TO SOME KIND OF -ISM, WHETHER IT BE COMMON 
ISM, FASCISM OR PAN-ARABISM AND WEANS THEM AWAS' FROM DEMOCRARV." IPPF President

are blaming women for "causing one of the world's most oritical-problems .. .the over 
abundance of 'unwanted babies". The International planned parenthood s popular sloga 
urges "Every Child a wanted child". But why are those babies wanted or unwanted? And 

wanted? How is it possible tor large numbers of our oppressed
through the Afghan Family Planning Assoc. (AFCHA) (AID: War on .Hunger, July 1973). The

tonal shabbies and using women as wage slaves.

an example, the population budget of AID was increased twelve-fold In the last 3^*“s"

was S3.7 years. (HSHHA Health Reports, Nov 71).

living standards rise for everyone, and economic security is ensured, the birth rate 
automatically drops, as shown by the experiences of Cuba and China, even before modern, 
contraceptive methods were discovered, -the birth rate was very often determined by one'

and multi-leveled-control programs designed tc and revolution, wnen
the issue of birth control is separated from Other socio-economic benefits such' as com
plete health care, child care, or preventive medicine, the negative concept of reduc
ing the 'undesirable' population becomes dominant. Family planning programs,..which 
have always received most of their support from the international agencies of the rul
ing class, have avoided any real Concerns for the health of women and children. This 
includes agencies such as the Ford Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation. Agency tor Intcr- 
national Development (AID), international planned Parenthood1 The population Council!, 
The World Bank3, and 'neutral* organizations such as the world Council of Churches and 
Unite Nations Organs, primarily the World Health Organization, UN Relief and Works As-

division of IPPF, Hay 73, London. "Their aim is to prevent 1 million births by 1978."

cations, such as UNRWA have trouble raisinc 
nance rations to the Palestinian refugees.

|W|(^w^uaUakil by Hugh Uaaar IlllUe^CuPj^Uc. k^ ^J^ j

(owa RuMdeaC, Mntd task; Slit I I cm SKlwgXCaa
such as in the. poverty strikon aruas of Jordan and southern Lebanon, the UN, church groups

hand, the
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