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F e m aJ e  E d u c a t io n  in  P a te s  t in e

As part of our policy to inform 
readers on vital issues of Pales­
tinian education, we have, in 
past newsletters, frequently 
highlighted neglected areas of 
concern. One of those areas is 
that of female school education, 
all the more pressing for the 
paucity of information available. 
Indeed, to this day, there have 
been no comprehensive analyti­
cal or interpretive studies of 
females in Palestinian education.

In this special issue, the intro­
ductory historical article serves 
to contextualise the subsequent 
articles -  made up as they are of 
a mixture of personal testimony, 
reportage and academic study- 
so that at the end, one gains a 
broad picture of the status of 
female education.

The Education Network believes 
that, in the currently volatile poli­
tical situation, the importance of 
women's education, and the still 
underestimated role which 
women play in the formation of a 
nation’s identity and develop­
ment, must be fully evaluated 
and, above all, the opportunity 
must be seized to place 
women's education at the fore­
front of our agenda. It is towards 
effecting that goal that the cur­
rent issue devotes itself.

A Historical Overview
N in e teen th  c e n tu ry  P a les tin ian  so c ie ty  d id  no t view ed u ca tio n  fo r 
g ir ls  a s  n e c e s sa ry  o r  d e s ira b le  since th e  w om an's ro le  of h o u se ­
wife an d  m other re q u ire d  n e i th e r  l i te ra c y  n o r  th e  o th e r  know l­
ed g e  an d  sk ills  gained  in  school. Female ed u ca tio n  was u n d e s ir ­
ab le  to  dom inant male fam ily m em bers b ecau se  th e y  saw it  a s  a 
th r e a t  to th e i r  fam ily’s s ta b ili ty  an d  th e ir  u n q u e s tio n e d  a u th o r i ty 
in th e  fam ily an d  th e  social h ie ra rc h y .

U nder O ttom an ru le  in  th e  19th c e n tu ry , form al ed u ca tio n  was 
lim ited to tra in in g  males fo r  ad m in is tra tiv e  an d  m ilita ry  p o s i t io n s , 
w ith  a  small s e c to r  d ev o ted  to re lig io u s schoo ling . In  e s se n c e , 
schoo ling  was th e  domain of w ell-to -d o  m ales. At th e  en d  of th e 
c e n tu ry ,  a  small num ber of se c u la r  s ta te  schools o p en ed ; and 
while in th e o ry  th ey  w ere open to a ll, in  p ra c t ic e , th e y  w ere 
a tte n d e d  only b y  m ales. Female educa tio n  b eg an  slow ly , an d  in 
schools e s ta b lish e d  b y  C h ris tia n  m issionaries sp ec ifica lly  fo r

g ir ls .  T he f i r s t  g ir ls ' school in  P a les tin e  was founded  in  J e ru s a ­
lem in 1837, b u t la te r  ceased  to fu n c tio n . T he F rie n d s  G irls 
School opened in Ramallah in 1869, followed b y  S t . Jo s e p h 's  G irls 
School in  1873, also in  Ramallah. By 1882, in  Je ru sa lem  and 
n e a rb y  a r e a s , th e re  w ere ten  g i r ls ' schools fo r  P a le s tin ia n s , all 
o p e ra ted  by  C h ris tia n  o rg an iza tio n s . All of th e  Muslim schools in 
th is  period  w ere open only to m ales. T he ex p an sio n  of re lig ious



schools, C hristian  and  Muslim, betw een 1882 
and 1914, re su lted  in  a small expansion  of th e 
num ber of g ir ls ’ schools.

PERIOD OF BRITISH CONTROL

D uring  th is  period  (1917-1948), an  in c reasin g 
num ber of w ell-to-do families th o u g h t it 
acceptable  to perm it th e ir  d a u g h te rs  to a tte n d 
elem entary  school; a small num ber were 
allowed to continue beyond th is  level. (I t 
must be kep t in  mind th a t ,  from the  beg in ­
n in g , schools w ere not coeducational, b u t 
were estab lish ed  as  s in g le -sex  schoo ls). 
This loosening of social re s tr ic tio n s , e sp e ­
cially in u rb a n  a re a s , coincided w ith 
B rita in ’s expansion  of th e  public  school 
system  which was in tended  to tra in  a small 
force of civil s e rv a n ts  to se rv e  the  M andate 

a small a ttem p t was made to
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  v illage  c h ild
school.

D uring  th is  p e r io d , th e  num b
a tte n d in g  e lem en ta ry  schools in
lu te ly  and  re la tiv e  to th e  num
elem entary  sch o o ls . G ir ls , h o
w ent above 23% of th e  to ta l P a le
ment in  e lem en tary  sch o o ls . A t 
level, th e ir  p e rc e n ta g e  was mu

The educational o p p o rtu n itie s  f
ru ra l a re a s  w ere  a lw ays minima
exam ple, g ir ls  made u p  on ly  6
enrollm ent in v illage  sch o o ls . I
governm ent e s ta b lish e d  400 s
v illages. Only 46 ( i . e . , 11%) of 
g ir ls , w ith a to ta l en ro llm en t o
R ural fem ales, th e re fo re , w ere 



period—from 273,800 in the  West Bank (e x ­
cluding  Jerusalem ) and Gaza S tr ip  to 
478,050—a 74.6% in c rease . This was due 
prim arily  to an increase  in popu la tion . Most 
im portan t, th e re  was a sign ifican t r ise  in : 1) 
to tal num ber of females en ro lled ; 2) the

1990/91, fo r exam ple, a t t
cycle , fem ales made u p  47.2%
s tu d e n ts  in governm en t scho
Bank (ex c lu d in g  Je ru sa lem )
UNRWA schools in th e  Gaza S
re sp o n d s  ro u g h ly  to th e  p e r
m ales, aged  5-19 y e a r s ,  in th
the  O ccupied T e r r i to r ie s  in 1
T his ra tio  declines s lig h tly  a l t
and sec o n d a ry  levels w h e re
females made u p  45% and  43% 
the  enro lled  s tu d e n ts  (see  p . 

D eterm ining d ro p -o u t ( i . e . , 
d epends on h av in g  a c c u ra te 
following: th e  num ber of sch o
at each g ra d e  level; and  th e 
d e n ts  en ro lled  at each  g ra d
inform ation is nut ava ilab le 
system  as a whole. Most e d u



o r  a n y th in g  th a t bu ilds g e n d e r aw areness and 
se n s itiv ity . In th is  connection , one West 
Bank female school teach e r c ritic ized  the 
curricu lum  and the way it is ta u g h t:

’’T h e re ’s no time fo r d iscu ss in g  social 
questions and issues of im portance fo r wom­
en . The Israeli a u th o ritie s  would p robab ly 
th ink such  su b jec ts  were political incitem ent 
anyw ay, and ban them . Even trad itiona l g irls ' 
su b jec ts  like Home Economics, which can be 
very  im portant in ra is in g  consciousness and 
prom oting se lf-re lia n c e , a re  badly ta u g h t 
because of the  lai k of qualified  teach ers  and 
fac ilitie s ."

T oday, the overw helm ing m ajority of g o v e rn ­
ment and UNRWA schools, as  well as a few 
p riv a te  schools, a re  single  sex schools. No 
one has done a com prehensive , in -d e p th 

p e rso n a lity , co n fid en ce , an d 
a grow ing li te ra te , te ch n o lo g i
cized w orld , and  re in fo rce d  wo
nation  to men and  lack  of 
m obility. In the  la st 30 y e a r s
e n te re d  th e  school sy stem  in n
equal to m ales. Equal p a r tic ip
tio n , how ever, is no t e n o u g h .
lem fac ing  P alestin ian  e d u c a to
to make th e  q u a lity  of e d u ca ti
com m ensurate w ith th a t  of m
involve more th a n  ju s t  a b o li
s te re o ty p in g  of e d u c a to rs , r
books, and  e s ta b lish in g  a com
acro ss  g e n d e r lin e s . T he  ch
P alestin ian  e d u c a to rs  to d ay  i
educational system  th a t e n c o u
to examine c ritic a lly  all h ie ra rc
sh ip s  of pow er w ith th e  ex p l
tran sfo rm in g  th e  soc ia l, p o li



Coming in Second

The editorial board of the Educational 
Network new sletter continues its  policy of 
encouraging educators to share their views 
on Palestinian education. The following essay 
p resen ts the resu lts of ex ten sive  research on 
how males and females are presented in school 
textbooks. It was submitted by Tafeeda 
Jarbawi, a professor of Chemistry at Birzeit 
U niversity . Her essay  has been translated 
from Arabic, ed ited , and substantially 
abridged.

Sexism can be defined  as the  ideology and 
actions which tre a t  women as hav ing  lower 
s ta tu s  and  com petence th an  men. Women’s 
movements have coined th is  term  to define 
system atic  d iscrim ination ag a in s t women— 
sim ilar in many ways to racism  and relig ious 
in to le rance .

The ob jectives of my re s
follows:

1. To id e n tify  sexism  in  c h i ld
fo r th e  f i r s t  six g ra d e s , in p
following su b je c ts : th e  A r
sc ience , and  math th ro u g
q u a lita tiv e , and  lin g u is tic  a n

2. To develop a sen se  of a
sexism .

3. To su g g e s t s te p s  to elim in



much la rg e r  sh a re  of the  problem s, and a re 
shown as m erchan ts o r fac to ry  ow ners. This 
conditions c h ild ren  to believe th a t men have 
ex c itin g , socially sign ifican t jo b s , while 
women a re  employed in H limited num ber of 
m undane jo b s ; o r that th e ir  role is re s tr ic te d 
to being  only a m other, as  in the  f ir s t-g ra d e 
te x tb o o k .

2. A ctiv ities

When analyz ing  the  ty p es  of ac tiv ity  in which 
men and women en g ag e , in tex tbooks fo r the 
firs t six g ra d e s , we find the  following:

Housework a c tiv itie s  a re  shown as women’s 
jobs ex c lu siv e ly . In the  A rabic language 
tex tbooks and th e  f i r s t-g ra d e  tex tbook , for 
exam ple, th e re  is a co n cen tra tio n  on women’s 
dom estic ac tiv itie s  in side  the  house. The 

3. Social and  p e rso n a l t r a i t s

Women a re  d e sc rib e d  in t
cow ardly , co n fu sed , d e p e n d e
b eh av ed , while men a re  b ra v e ,
indep en d en t and  s ta b le . Women a
hum ble, and  sub m issiv e , w h
d isp ass io n a te , p o w erfu l, a
P o rtra y in g  women th is  way in s t
the  notion th a t th ey  a re  th e  w e
conditions them aw ay from  d ev
mental and physica l a b ilitie s .



c ritic a l th in k in g : to a sk  q u e s tio n s , to se a rc h , 
not to  be  sa tis fied  w ith facile h a l f - t r u th s . . . . 
It gave u s  a sen se  of a ssu ra n c e , of belong­
in g , and  a sen se  of id e n t i ty . . . .

T he school encou raged  my th ir s t 
ed g e , a q u e s t fo r  t r u th ,  an  a p ­
p rec ia tion  of b o o k s .. .b u t  a t the 
same tim e, it fo s te re d  a human 
dim ension to le a r n in g . . .a  p rocess 
in which p e o p le .. .le a rn ed  how to 
in te ra c t w ith people as well as 
w ith id e a s .

T h ere  was a  sen se  of o p e n n ess , a 
libera l tra d it io n , and  a dem ocrat­
ic tra d itio n . T h e re  w ere no ta ­
boos when it came to in te llec tual 
and  p e rso n a l g ro w th . It w asn’t a 

to free ly  find  o u rse lv e s . By th
g ra d u a te d , we will a t le a s t h
sp ec tiv e  of who we a re .

...W e  have been  ed u ca te d  in 
p u t v e ry  few re s tr ic t io n s  on 

fo r knowl-



Student Perceptions: A Summary

Sharon  L app , who ta u g h t a t the  F rien d s  Girls 
School in  Ramallah from 1985 to 1989 and 
w orked fo r th e  Jerusa lem  Media and  Communi­
cations C e n te r , has p ro d u ced  a m asterfu l 
s tu d y  of g e n d e r is su e s  in P a lestin ian  ed u ca ­
tio n , espec ia lly  w ith re g a rd  to d raw ing  up 
s tra te g ie s  fo r th e  developm ent of an  ed u ca ­
tion fo r  em pow erm ent. ♦

Sharon  has sum m arized female s tu d e n ts 1 
p e rc ep tio n s  of bo th  th e ir  educa tion  e x p e r i­
ences and th e  ro le  of educa tion  d u rin g  the 
In tifad a . She b ases  h e r  sum m ary on the 
following: 1) in te rv iew s w ith female s tu d e n ts 
betw een the  ag es  of 13 and  18 a t  th e  he ig h t of 
the  In tifada  in 1988 and  1989; 2) e ssa y s 
w ritten  by  female seco n d a ry  s tu d e n ts  b e ­
tw een Ja n u a ry  1987 and  Ju ly  1990; and  3) 
s tu d e n ts 1 comments in classroom . Sharon 

be ig n o re d . T hey  can be u s
g e s ts  , as  possib le  a re a s  fo r f

T h ree  of the  g e n e ra l them
id en tifie s  from th e  girls* com

1) The g irls  e x p re sse d  an a
a rtic u la te d  sen se  of th e  re la
education  and  th e  na tional lib
and  th e ir  position  w ithin  i t .
them selves as  eq uals  to t
w ith in  th e  c o n tex t of th e  u
lib e ra tio n  s tru g g le .

2) T he g irls  e x p re sse d  a ke
the  uneq u al trea tm e n t th e y 
and  th e  w ays in w hich th i
educational e x p e r ie n c e , in te
schooling , th e ir  e x p e rien c e



Palestinians Implement New Education Law

In an  a ttem p t to im prove the  q ua lity  of the 
educational system  in Jo rd a n , the  Jo rdan ian 
M inistry  of Education p assed  a com prehensive 
educa tiona l law in 1988 (E ducational Law No. 
27 ). One of th e  th re e  sec to rs  of P a lestin ian 
education  in the  occupied West B ank—the 
UNRWA schoo ls—began  ap p ly in g  th e  new law 
at the  s ta r t  of th e  school y e a r , 1992/93. It is 
reasonab le  to assum e th a t the  o th e r two 
Palestin ian  school se c to rs  in the  West B ank— 
the governm ent schools and the  p riv a te 
schools--w ill soon ap p ly  Law No. 27. T h is  law 
will have a major impact on West Bank P ales­
tin ian  s tu d e n ts ,  te a c h e rs , te a c h e r tra in in g , 
cu rricu lu m , tex tb o o k s , and educational 
b u d g e ts .

T h ere  a re  th re e  basic changes outlined  in the 
new law. F ir s t ,  th e  new law ad d s  one y e a r to 

As in the  p a s t ,  the  s tu d e n
the  10th g ra d e  will con tin u e
in one of the  following m atri
t ra c k s :  th e  l i te ra ry , sc ie n t
a g r ic u ltu ra l, or vocational t

A dding a n o th e r y e a r  to th e 
will not a ffec t the  govern
schools because  th ey  have a
v id ing  education  th ro u g h  g
schools, on the  o th e r  h a n d , 
p ro v id in g  schooling  only fo
so ry  cycle of n ine y e a r s ,  w
10th g ra d e  sec tion  a t  all of
(in term ed ia te ) schoo ls. To 
add ition  of a new g ra d e  le
UNRWA will have to h ire  m
acq u ire  more classroom  spac
p re p a ra to ry  schoo ls.



T he in tro d u c tio n  of new c o u rses  su ch  as 
com puters (in  g ra d e  10) and  music will n e ce s­
s ita te  o b ta in in g  a p p ro p ria te  classroom  space 
and  h ir in g  ad d itiona l te a c h e rs , te a c h e rs  who 
a re  qualified  to teach  in th e se  a re a s . In 
a d d itio n , to be ab le  to teach  th e se  new c o u rs ­
e s , schools will have to o b ta in , fo r  exam ple, 
com puter h a rd w are  and  so ftw are  and  musical 
in s tru m e n ts . All of th e se  changes will have 
la rg e  b u d g e ta ry  c o n se q u e n c e s .

IMPLEMENTATION

T he Jo rd a n ian s  p lan  to implement the  new 
curricu lum  a t specific  g ra d e  levels o v e r a 
fo u r -y e a r  period  in th e  following m anner: 
g ra d e s  1 , 5 ,  and  9 in th e  f i r s t  y e a r ;  g ra d e s 
2 ,6 ,  and  10 in th e  second y e a r ;  g ra d e s  3 and 

and  2) it be little s  the  im po
s tu d ie s  educa tion  fo r  b u ild in g
national p e rsp e c tiv e , s e n s it
who a re  d if fe re n t , an d  soci
re q u ir in g  th a t s tu d e n ts  ta k e
p e r  week of social s tu d ie s  in 
3 p e rio d s  p e r  week in g ra d e s 

T he inform ation above p re s
reg u la tio n s  of th e  new Jo rd a n
law and  the  N etw ork’s view
quences fo r  P a lestin ian  scho
th e  West B ank. O ur re a d e rs  m
ly a sk : ’’Why should  th e  th
P a lestin ian  school educa tion  in
adop t th e  s tip u la tio n s  m anda
law? A fte r a ll, Jo rd a n  ren o u n
so v e re ig n ty  o v e r th e  West B



UNDP Workshop Dutch Repo

In  i ts  a ttem pt to develop an d  empower P ales­
tin ian  women, th e  U nited N ations D evelop­
ment Program  (UNDP), in coord ination  with 
women’s o rg a n iz a tio n s , sp o n so red  th re e 
o n e -d ay  w orkshops in Jerusalem  on women’s 
is su e s . T he second  w orkshop , held  on 22 
Ja n u a ry  1993, was e n title d , ’’Women and 
E d u c a tio n ,” and  was a tte n d e d  by  120 women 
from th e  West B ank and  Gaza S tr ip . I t  dealt 
w ith th e  s ta tu s  of fem ales in th e  education 
sy stem , em phasiz ing  g e n d e r b iases in  the 
cu rricu lum  and  in educational o p p o rtu n itie s .

T he se r ie s  of w orkshops gave women from 
vario u s  social b a c k g ro u n d s , geographica l 
a re a s , and  women’s o rgan izations the  op p o r­
tu n ity  to meet and  hold f ru itfu l d iscu ss io n s . 
T hese  w orkshops w ere a means of a sc e r ta in ­
ing  the  needs of women in  the  O ccupied 

In E d ucational N etw ork  No. 9
we re p o rte d  on th e  v is i t , 
y e a r , of the  four-m em ber 
ABOP (N e th e rlan d s G eneral
tional Em ployees). T h e ir  u
issu ed  a w ritten  re p o r t  on th
it makes a cogen t a n a ly s is  of
of bo th  th e  ed u ca tion  syste
un ions in the  West B ank an d
On th is  la t te r  c o n c e rn , th e 
th a t "as long as  th e  m ajority
a re  not allowed to o rg an ize
u n io n s , . .  .fundam en ta l tra d e
v io la te d . ”

It is en co u rag in g  to re p o r t 
lands G eneral Union p lan s 
f i r s t  v is it w ith a  s e r ie s  of sem
shops to be held in th e  W



Females as percentage of total number of enrolled students, 1990/91

West Bank 
(Government schools)

Gaza Strip 
(UNRWA schools)

Enrollment rate in Nablus and Hebron area villages, age 6-19,1987 (percentage of 
total school-age population which is enrolled in school)

Age
Nablus

Male Female
Hebron

Male Female

Elementary 47.2% 48.3%

Preparatory 45% 46.8%

6-9
10-14
15-19

98.70
97.26
83.76

98.01
96.57
67.78

100.00
90.39
42.59

96.67
90.00
28.26

Secondary 43% NA

Source: H. Yousef, The Demography of Arab Villages of the West Bank Doctoral
Thesis, University o f Durham, England, July 1989, p.330.

Source West Bank Ministry of Information. Jordan; Gaza Strip: UNRWA.

Enrollment ra te  in W est Bank refugee camps, age 6-19, 1987 (including Jerusalem)

Age

6-9 
10-14 
15-19

Total

96.6
94.0
65 8

Males

97.3
94.6
67.1

Females

95.8
93.2
64.4

Source: W. Ennab, Population Geography of the Refugee Camps in the West Bank. 
Doctoral Thesis, University o f Durham, England. August 1989, p.300.

Percentage of total UNRWA registered refugee children, age 14 years (last year of 
preparatory cycle-grade 9) who were enrolled in 1989/90

Boys West Bank 63%

Girls West Bank 58%

Boys Gaza Strip 81%

Girls Gaza Strip 74%
Source: UNRWA.

2 2

UNRWA drop-out rates, October 1990-October 1991

West Bank Gaza Strip
Boys Girls Boys Girls

6th elementary 4.8 7.0 3.8 3.5

1st preparatory 8.2 11.1 5.5 8.3

2nd preparatory 12.8 12.2 6.3 11.7

Source: Statistical Yearbook, 1991/92 (No. 28). UNRWA, Department of Education.
PP 47,71.

2 3
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