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ti;nes, the British have succeeded in putting a stop

td the drive of Turkey into the Gulf areg; they have
emerged victoriously from diplomatic duels with France
»vdich at times has had ambitions in this part. of the
world; they have nullified attempts on the part of
Garmeny to strengthen German influence in territory
adjecent to the Gulf; they have consistently undermined
the prestige of Persia in the Gulf; and they have prevent-
ed any Arab ruler from becoming too powsrful :in the area.

Tﬂe British Political Resident and Political Agents.

| The task of maintaining the Persian Gulf as a
Bﬁ‘itish doninated sea has been entrusted primarily to

the Government of India. In carrying out this task on
the Arab side of the Gulf that Government has used as

orne of its instruments an apparatus composed of &

nymber of British so-celled Political Agents accredited

tq the local rulers of importance. These Agents act
under the direction of a chief agent residing at Bushire,
on the Persian side of the Gulf. The chief agent has
the title of Political Resident. The reports of the var-
igus Politicel Agents are made to or through him and he
jgurneys from point to point in the Persian Gulf and the
GUlf of Oman to supervise the activities of these Agents
and to keep in touch with the:various Arab potentates,
Iils rank in the Indien Civil Service is, I understend,
equivalent to that of a governor of a provinge of second-
any importence. In the Persian Gulf, however, he is the
dominant figure. He is usually knighted:'in order to in-
crease his prestige and is ageustomed to travel in grand
stiyle accompanied by a retinue of ten or.twelve assistants
a;}d servants and carrying teas of luggage whiech'enables.
him to outdo anyone whom he:meets in the matter of cloth-
irig, food, drink, or presentg. : 7

As a concession to the,Persians, whé, Isunderstand,
ere inclined to resent the faet:that B Persian town is:
being used as the base of agtivities ne.of the purposes
off which 1s to weesken Persieh influenee; the Resident
hels been given the title o t1sh Consdl Gehere! o
Bushire and so far as the Persians are céncérned he has
no; functions or privileges other than thése of a Consul
General of a friendly Power. :His adminigtration of the.
Politicel Agencies of the GUlf i therefére gtrictly an
inner-office activity in whiph the Persisns are con-
s‘;ﬁered to have no interes i @
| The Political Agents are expeeted to learn Arabic
and from time to time are subjected to examinations in
that language. The Agencies in Which they live are
built and maintained on sue -#cale thet they rival the
residences of the local rulers . They are provided with a
steff of servants end with meter: launches in ich to
travel along the coasts snd}%o meét the Political Res-
ident end other visitors. Some - although not all - of
th!bm are also furnished motor. carss. - g
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Jubordination of Persian Gulf Arab Rulers to the
Hritish Politicel Resident:&nd rolitical Agents.
aens s

The prestige of the institution of:Political Res-
ildent and his Political Agents- hs's been built up by
more than a hundred years of:intense diplom#itic and ad-
ministrative activity. When it'falls te accomplish its
nurpose by peaceful mesns“foree is/ sometimes resorted.
t]o in the form of British warships and lending parties.
guring recent years, however, it has rarely been necessary
or the British to employ actual force or esven threats
f force. It would appear, furthermore, that the com-
etence of the Political Resident and of the Political
ents is judged to an extent by the degree to which
they show themselves to be able simultaneously to keep
ghe ruler under the requisite degree of ‘control, to

inculcate in him appropriate feelings of friendship

or, and gratitude towards, the British Empire and them-

gelves personally, and to prevent any ‘disorder -or un-
leasant incidents from taking place in the area for
ich they are responsible. Although the ruler may have

& certain amount of latitude in governing his realm,

hJe is not permitted® to pursde policies which might con-
lict with those of Great Britain, which might result-in
i1sorder, or which might shock the sensibilities of

the British public.

The local ruler on his part is taught in numerous-

ys that he is likely to be more secure snd to have
his wants satisfied to a greater extent :if he dlsplays
;Jn attitude of full cooperation towards the Political:
esident and the Political Agent. " The recaleitrant
Sheikh, Amir, or Sultan who persists in ignoring the
juggestions of the Agent &accredited to him may find him-
self ousted by a local rival for power. A plethora eof
ér'tese rivals exists in every Arab community along the
ulf. The right of primogeniture is not generally
acknowledged in Areb countries. The sudcessor to a ruler

o dies or is removed may be any member of the ruling
fﬁmily who 1s in a position to take over and‘hold the
reins of power. The candidate who has the backing of
the Political Resident and the Political Agent is usually
the successor. The new ruler is of couxse fully aware
that he has attained his position with the #id of his

itish friends. Although:some of his disappointed rivals
ecome rather bitterly antisBritish most of them are °
ijpclined to continue currying British fevor in tile hope
that they will be given favorable consideration in case
apother vacancy should occur.

! 2

The Arab rulers in and along the Gulf are enmeshed |
n a web of treaties and egreements with Great Britain
hich has been spun around ‘them or their predecessors
uring the course of the last one hundred end fifty
ears. At first the Arab potentates were bound to

ssist in eliminating piracy and in putting &n end to

he traffic in arms and slaves. By a series of sub-
equent agreements they have been obligdated not to
Lienate any of their lands.or to grant .any concessions
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01l éoncessions are usually specified in particular -
thout the approval of the Political Resident or some
her representative of the. British or Ind ian, Govern-
nt. MMost of them are also. obligated not to enter into
sgotiations or to have relations with any fareign

wer except with the consent of-or through the medium.
the Political Resident or the Politieal Agent. The
litical Agent is usually accorded by them-the right. to
ntrol immigration and to act as the tribunal for all
pgal ‘cases involving foreigners. By relieving the ruler
the duty of administering Jjustice to foreigners the
ritish Government reduces the .possibility of friction
ttween him and foreign governments. In return the
ritish Government usually is obligated to give
Fotection to the territories of the ruler. . The British
sist, however, that these territories should not be
egarded as British protectorates but as independent
rincipalities under British protection. The extent
which individual rulers .subordinate themselves to

e Political Resident and the Political, igents varies
accordance with their own, strength of character and
he degree in which they insist on maintaining a -
mblance of independence, with prevailing lecal con-
ftions, with the policies pursued at the time by the
ritish or Indian Government, and with the personal

licy of the Political Resident. ;

*ﬁo*d:gosl

ncern of British Officialdom in Persien Gulf Ares
b Growing American Influence. ;
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Although the attitude o,'f the Political Resident
1 of the Political Agents under him towards various
reign countries may be influenced to a degree by the
urrent relationship of suech countries with Great Brit-
in, it is clear that neither the Resident nor the Agents
ermit themselves to forget that one of their basic
ng-term tasks is to prevent any foreign Power, no
tter how friendly its relations with Great Britain may
t at the time, from attaining & posit.iou of influence in
e Persian Gulf area.
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The Resident and the Agents are called upon to dis-
lay much tact end skill in carrying out their duties
n this regard at the present time. They have awakened
the fact that the United; States, the great Ally of
eat Britain during this period of war, has bheen ¢
hccessful in acquiring certain interests of importance
1 the Persian Gulf, and that American influence and
restige in the {‘xulf area are growing. They do not
esire at this juncture to take steps which would give
rfense to the United States; nevertheless their
raditions and training do not permit them to aequiesce
an intrusion of this kind. They see ‘American mission-
ies operating hospitals and schoels; Americen oil
mpanies exploiting or meking plans to exploit oil
felds; fleets of American vessels with cargoes for Russia
assingr through the Strait of Hormuz; hundreds of Ameri-
an planes loaded with American citizens or American
hpplies flying over the Gulf and landing or taking off
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I‘Lom airfieids adjacent te the Gulf; Americen soldiers.
stationed at these airfields, some of whem are suggest-
ing that the war effort would be promoted if:they were
allowed to teke over the werk of construyctien, mein-
tgnance, and operation; thousands of other Americans

in adjecent Iran controlling: ports and railways.

| There can be no doubt that Britishiofficials in: !
the Gulf area are at present.deeply concerned at what
they consider to be the American.threat.to the British
mpnopoly of the Persian Gulf. I.wish to'emphasize, -
hpwever, that this concern does not necessarily refleet
anti-American ‘feelings on their. part. Qn the-contrary
I/ am convinced that many of these offieials ere genuinely
friendly towards the United -States and Americens &nd ;
gEncsrely hope for post-war cooperation between Great
itain and the United States. Nevertheless, the .
aditional policies of theiorganizations of:whieh they |
s members and their own political training:contribute !
their conviction that it.weuld be unfortumate for the
pire, as well as for the local population; for any.
her great Power, including eyen the Unite tates, to
tain in the Gulf area a position of any importance.

Ah’Erican Missionaries in the Persian Guif.

| During the past century and & half jithe construct=
ive energies of the British;in the Persian Gulf have for
e most part been limited to eliminating piracy snd
e traffic in slaves and arms; to charting and mein-
ining channels of navigation.end to réducing hazards
maritime commerce; to increasing respect for life and
operty - in particular for the life and property of.
reigners; to bromoting trade relations with Great
ritain and British dominions; to creating and main-
a:ining respect among the Sheikhs and the local popu-
! tion for the British Empire and the British in general;
and to preventing the outbreak:of wars and preserving
he peace internally. They have been inclined to show
ittle interest in improving the health, the living con-
itions, the educational institutions, or the general
ell-being of thempulation. British religieus and humen-
tarian organizations have not been encouraged to send
epresentatives into these areas.

Over a quarter of a century ago the Reformed

hurch of America insisted. upon undertaking missionary
ork among the Arabs., In view. of the obvious lack of
ysicians and since the missionary program called for
lhe despatch of medical missionaries it was impolitic
or the British Government to refuse to admit them in
imited numbers into the Gulf area. This Church there-
ore proceeded to introduce medical and other mission-
ries and to open at various peints hospitals and schools.
hese missionaries were the first Americans to geain a
oothold in the Sheikhdoms of the Persian Gulf. In
ome Sheikhdoms they are still the only.resident non-
ritish western foreigners. By their kindliness, their
ttitude of unobtrusive helpfulness, and their effect-
veness in relieving human suffering, they have won
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for themselves an important position in the communities
where they are serving. Members of the ruling femilies
have for years been accustomed to call on them for med~
icpl treatment. They have never’ endeavored to. carry

on| political propaganda of any kind. The faet that they
arp Americans and are performing:good deeds has been
sufficient, however, to promote goodwill for the United
States.

In Kuweit the Americen missionaries are still the
only non-native physicians available. They are treat-
ing annually thousands of patients. including members
of| the Sheikhal family. Their compound, An which are
both a women's hospital and a men's hospital, is re-
garded as one of the most important instiytutions in
the Sheikhdom.

In Bahrein they also maintein a women's hospital
i a men's hospital as well.as a school for girls
ich was until recently the only institution of its
d in the Sheikhdoms of the Gulf.

Concessions Strengthen American Inflgencs in the
ian Gulf.

1912 4 b4
Diring the years ki eft® 1923 promises were ob-
tained from the various Arab rulers along the Gulf not to
grént oil concessions withoeut: British consent. During
the same period the British Government tightened its con-
trol over the exploitation of oil in Persie adjacent to
the Gulf by obtaining a majority interest: in the Anglo=
Iranian 0il Company. Since the first worldd war the Anglo-
Iranian 0il Company and the British political agent system
heye cooperated in an effort to keep American oill in-
terests out of the Persian Gulf area. Their failure has
not been due to any negligence on the part of:the polit-
ical agent system. It has béen primarily due:ito: (a) the
velief of the experts of thevAnglo-Iranian 0il. Company,
whose Jjudgment apparently carried weight with:the Brit-
ish Government and British finaneial circles, that oil
ir |large commereial quantities did not exist in the
Aréo Sheikhdoms of the Gulf; and (b) unwillingness on
the part of the British Government, in view of the
international situation and of dliplomatic pressure from
the American Government, to go so far as to refuse to
permit Americen interests to engage in exploitation
for oil in fields under British control in which British
oil interests had been unwilling to risk capitel.

When some fourteen years ago the British.Government
finally consented to parmit Ameriean oil interests to
begin work in Behrein, the possibility of the existence
of 0il in large suentities in that Sheikhdom still
apbeared to be remote. Nevertheless the British Gov-
ernment in order to be in a position to limit the spread
of |American influence in the ‘area laid down certain con-
ditions under which Americens eould operate the oil con-
cegsion, The American interests, for instﬂnce, were re-
quired to orgenize themselves and to carry on their
activities as a British corporation (actually ‘they in-
corporated themselves in Canada); they were obligated
to|employ only netives and British nationels in Bshrein
ex¢ept in those positions for which natives and British
netionals with suitable qualifications were not available;

they/
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hey were required to bind themselves net te approach

he Sheikh with regard to matters other than; those of a
outine nature except through the Politicel.Agent; and
hey were coiipelled to consent to agree to a number of
ther conditions the effect of which was toisplace the.
olitical Agent as the representative of theé British
%verment in a position of.authority over them. In :
pite of these conditions American influence has been
aking itself felt as the result of the sucgessful
xploitation of the oilfields and the egtablishment of
lhe refinery. As a rule only the managér and a limited
umber of specialists actually warking ;n the field are
merican citizens. At present :a large number of American
onstruction workers are temporarily on the Island engaged
n enlarging and improving:the plant. In spite of the
imited number of Americans on the staff of the Company,
he work is being carried on in the manner of an American
nterprise; comfortable living quarters:with'all modern
onveniences have been erected for the @mployees of the
ompany ; medical and dental: care is being furnished;

rade schools under the Company's auspides-have tsen-es-
ablished; and native labor is being treated:in a fair and
iberal manner. The funds which the Bahrein Government
nd the population are receiving from the Company in the
orm of wages, royalties, rentals, payménts for supplies,
md so forth end the energetic policies,pursued by the
ompany have stimulated the whole Sheikhdom. 2
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It will be recalled that the Kuweit 0il Company, a
British corporation which has obtained the oil con- ¢
cession for the Sheikhdom of Kuweit, is“owned jointly by
an American Company - the Gulf 0il Corporetion - and by
the Anglo-Iranian 0il Company. Substantially the same
ctors which made 1t possible fer American interests to
in control of the oil fields of Bahrein have enabled
erican interests to get into Kuweit. The British Gov-
nment permitted Americans . to. participate in the Kuweit
ncession only after they had underteken obligations
milar to those required of:the: American concession-
res in Bahrein, the purpose of which of course was.to
event the spread of American influence in Kuweit.
other condition was that the Anglo-Iranian:Compeny be
mitted as an equal partner in:the enterprise. The
glo-Iranian Company on its part demanded that the Amer-
n interests bind themselves not to endeavor to sell
.2 products of the concession.to markets where they would
ompete with oil produced elsewhere by the Anglo-Iranien
i1 Compeny or its affiliates. By acquiescing in this
mand the American interests placed themselves almost
mpletely in the power of the Anglo-Iranian:0il Company .
is understood that they now hesitate to invest more
\nds in Kuweit until they are able to receive some kind
a guarantee that the Angle-Iranian 0il Company will
t at some time render it impossible for Kuweit oil to
sold in any market in a poesition to absorb it, by main-
ining thet such oil is competing with the oil of the
1%10-Iranian Compeny or one.of the Anglo-Iranian affil-
es. v
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The sinking of ten wells in Kuweit has proved that
nsiderable oil in coumercial quantities exists in
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4t Sheikhdom. The British Government gome two years
v, allegedly on strategic grounds, haltjed all

illing operations and causefl the wells to be capped. 4
maneger of the Kuweit 0il Company, & British subject,
at present working in Abadan for the Amglo-Iranian
mpany. Lieutenant Colonel ‘H, P. DICKSON, retired
litical agent at Kuweit, is 1n Kuwelt acting as the
al representative of the Company to the Sheikh. No
tricen connected with the petroleum industry is in the
bikhdom. Although oil was struck in thHe Sheikhdom as
I back es 1938, none has ‘been produced commercially.
itish officisls in cooperation with the Anglo-Iranian
[ Company have therefore been successful thus far in
lting exploitation of the Kuweit fields by Americans.
is likely that the Americean interests ‘congerned will
entually be forced out with heavy financial losses
less there is intervention on the part of the highest
thorities of the British Government, as a ‘result of
lerican diplomatic pressure or because they decide

at in the present world situation the amount of ill-
11 which might be created in the United Steates by the
Irsuance of the present policy would be’more’ harmful
the interests of the Empire then the exploitation by
lericans of the concession. 4
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The British wer. never successful in inecluding in

¢ territory under their control a stretch of the

stern coast of the Persian Gulf extending for about 250
les from the southern border of Kuwelt' to the base of
e peninsula of Qatar. This important slice of the
abian peninsula, which 1is usually known as Hasa, was

r many years the object of struggle among various

slem forces including the Wahabis, Turks, and the
yptiens. Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire,
sa passed under the control of Ibn Saud and is now an
tegral part of Saudl Arabla. For & time the British
re interested in obtaining oil concessjions in Hesa.
appears, however, that this interest subsided to an
rtent as they beceme convinced that no Jarge amounts
commercial oil existed there. Furthermore, Ibn Saud,
ho for many years has been on guard against ‘British
bnetration into his territory did not wish to give

{1 concessions to British interests in the neighborhood
P the Persien Gulf. Congequently, to the chagrin of
ritish officials and oil ipterests in the Persian Gulf
Pea, American companies a number of years &ago obtained
ncessions in Hasa territory which proved to have large
hantities of commercial oil. 'The Amerfcan 6il con-
bssions in Suudi Arabla are the only concessions in the
bar Zast which appear to have a chance ‘of operating free
f British control. The concessionaires, however, still
hce certein problems connected with the marketing of their
roducts since the British-controlled Anglo-Iranian 0il
bmpany and its subsidiaries have a firm hold on most of
he oil markets in the Near and Middle Bast. Neverthe-
ess this American concession, which isjowned Jointly by
‘tendard 0il of California and the Texa$ Company - the
ame companies which own ‘the concession~in Bahrein - is
lanning, in cooperstion with the Americen Government,

o produce and refine in Saudi Arabia enormous quantities
f oil. By improving living -énd ‘sanitaty conditions, by
reating its native employees in & fair‘and humane way,
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- s‘nd by taking an sctive interest in the welfare
population-of the territory. hich it is operating,
the concessionaires are Strengthening rican prestige
throughout the whole Persian Gulf regiom., There is
11ttls, howsver, whioch.the British officlels:in the ;
Pbrsian Gulf can do to alter the sitdatfon so long as :
Ibn Saud lives and persist 1ving the concessionaires
his support. E T Seer 4 i
| - 5 kit v
| When the British officials’and oil /inteérests in:. .
the Persian Gulf realized\,the error whigh they had mad
in underestimating the importance of oil in‘Behrein and
Yhweit and in not showing more persistsr&ca in their i,
efforts to block the attempts of American interests to
obtain certain rights to oil’ in these sheikhdoms, they
ttok immediaste steps in order to.prevent a similer sit- \
ubtion from developing in ather' portiong of the Arabian
peninsula under British influence. They decided to use
the Iraq Petroleum Company &8 the instryment, for the im-
plementation of this policy, The Iraq Petroleum Company
ik ostensibly an international concern. @ The:Anglo-Iranian
Ofl Company; an Americen company owned intly by the
Stendard 0il Company of New Jersey and Standard 0il of
Upw York; Dutch Shell; and @ French company own 23-3/L%
the Iraq Petroleum Company each. The other five per
cent is owned by a private 'British citizen. "In practice,
owever, the Iraq Petroleum Company is dominated complete-
¥ by the British Government. Tt is incorporated in
eat Britain and is so organized and managed that from
his ventage point it appears to be a tdol of the Anglo-
renian 0il Company. Acting in cooperation with the Anglo~
ranian 0il Company and theé British Political Resident
nd the Political Agents, the Ireq Petrdleum Company at i
hce took steps to obtein exclusive oil jconcessions along \\~
ie whole coast of that peninsula. from Qater to Aden., £
here has been & certain amount of explqratary activity
h some of these concession Tt would ‘appear, however,
et these concessions were taken more with ‘the idea of
reventing American companies from entering the areas.in
uestion than with the purpose of extracting:oil from them,

pntrast.in Conditions between Bahrein and Kuweit.
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After it had become apparent that the pelicies of

he Americens of improving the living, workimg, and san-
tery conditions of their employees, were making & favor-
ble impression throughout the sneikhdo; as well as in
ther principalities of the“Gulf, the British Government
ecided that it would be adviseble to depart frem its:
st policies by instituting & progressive program of

ts own. Several years ago, therefore, @& British subject,
Mgai-ch D. BELGRAVE, was appointed as adviserito the
Sheikh in order to improve the administration of the .
neikhdom and to take charge of this prdgram. A Govern=
pnt hospital has been established in Ba&hrein; attempts
re being made to improve senitary and living conditions;
ttudies are being given te Problems of food ‘and‘ employ—
ent; a system of education has been set up;=good roeds
re being built; and other public improvements are being
mde. Some of the veteran British offigials in the area
re not pleased at these developments. :They say that it
s sure to become increasingly difficult to keep the natives
etisfied and orderly as they become more intimately acquaint-
d with western ideas of culture and government.
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It would appear that during the years l§39—l9h2
en the British Empire was tottering, British officials
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n Bahrein assumed an attitude of excepf{iona‘}sly friendly .
informelity towards the Arerican oil represeftatives :

hd made every effoyt to cooperate with thems ' Since the
tter part of 1942, however, ‘they have revepted to their
Tmer attitude of a somewhat stiff but gorrect _polita-}‘
$8s and of making sure that the activitf 6s'of American
fflcials stay within the limits laid down in the con-
ssion contracts. The Political Agent has Fecently i
de unfavorable comment on the number of Amsrican cit;l.‘zensg

the staff of the Company and has intimete ‘that some’
them should be replaced by British su“j?Jsc‘ﬂs. It 1s.©
SO understood that he was not entirely¥pledsed when he
s advised that we were planning to visit Bahrein but wag

mewhat relieved when he ldtirned that wé had*no in- G i

ntion of transacting any business. He vies > however, !

urteous and affable in his treatment off us @énd. as g

isult of his hospitality we riet the more impertant

dtish civilian and militery officials 4n Bahrein, all

whom showed us marked cordiality. T Z ‘

It is apparent that th reifh is

the present time not' to' disp > olitical

pnt by eny display of pro-Amerieanism, q.’hg‘a‘p Tor 3

ingtance, I told the She ikh 1 camGovarn-v

ment- appreciated the friendlin

he hed shown to American citd; . residi

dom, he glanced rather uneas$ly. t the

acting as our interpreter, and

friendly to Americans because .t

ally of his great ally, Great. 51-11;%,1_11,

sidered any friend of Grest:

devoted a considerable part A ;

bressions of gratitude to th 1tigh Empire end to :

descriphions of the traditio friendly E”ela tions whiech
3 hel -

anxious

exlst between Great Britain- 7d” Bahrein,

&lven to understand, howsver; that in priyé
sat
doe,
towt
b__et

The situetion in Kuweit;»"i,n-which the; efforts of

the | American conpenies to exploit the conegssion have

thus far been unsuccessful, ig; noticeably different

from that in Bahrein, The town 1s exceptibnally olean ' !

and |peace and order appear t ® strictly peintained. I

doubt, however, that there hagwbeen much change’ for the

betfier in the living conditiens- of the pap‘glati;sn during
akc

the |last hundred years, fan asg n ertain, the
Amer i ear to. be the only persons :
who 3 aterest in improving the lot of |
the ! Very little hag been done ;in the way of
broviding education facilitiesj‘vg,lthpqgh there is now a
small primary school with an Zgyptian instructor to which

8 limited number of boys are admitted. Outside of the

city| walls the roads are of Suoh a nature that it is un-
sefe for cars not provided with special equlipnent for use
in the desert to travel over them.: Although the Sheikh
receives 95,000 rupees (about $28,500) annyally:from the-  °
oil toncessionaire, in &ccordance with the %terms of the - |
concession, 1t is understood thet he is accustomed to g
compare with some bitterness the situetion 4n Kywelt with |
that |of Bahrein where the Sheikh ang the sheikhal government

¥+ ave/
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NEA - Mr, Murray.

Minister Henderson at Baghdad recently
k

hdoms of Kuwalt and Bahrein on the weg ¥
His observationson the' extent—of Bt

n Gulf,
ce In this srea are embodied in the at
, which I believe may interest you.
otect their routes to India, the Bri have, <&
Ped Mimeraar 8TE

century, endeavored to preyent any ot
Treaties

ing a foothold in the Persian Gulf.
een concluded with local Sheikhs requiring them to

ow the British to control their contscts with the out—
side world and limiting their power to grant concessions
The British have established

X Shetk
%

} of any kind to foreigners.
| Political Agents in the various Sheikhdoms, all of whom
| report to a Political Resident (who ig also British Consul

5 #/ | Generel) at Bushire, Iran.

B sdgd v,

40 : ® /In spite of the efforts of these Agents, Americen

cultural and commercial influence has ‘become established

to & limited extent, American medicak missionaries pro-

vide the only hospital facilities in meny places, and the

liberal policies of the Ameri can-owned: oil--compantes “operat-

ing in Behrein and the adjacent mainland have greatly en-

hanced our prestige in this region. A most interesting

isection of the Minister's despatch (pp, 7-8) deals with

the operations of the Kuwalt Oil Company, a Jjoint Anglo~

American undertaking, .The British have been successful in 4

having the ten wells capped which had been drilled and e

have brought activities to a halt., The Sheikh of Kuwailt

expressed impatience with the British for thelr obstructive

attitude toward the development of his domain,

in allowing American o0il in-

in Bahrein, the British,

leum Company, have secured

op the oll resources of the

insula to Aden. Virtually no
owever,
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Realizing their "error"

terests to become established
working through the Iraq Petro
excluelve concessions to devel.
entire area from the Qatar pen
steps to exploit the area have been taken, h

Attachment: :
Copy of despatch no. ¢

233, March 30, 1944, : \’@/
Wallac Murray

from Baghdad,

w
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