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War — A Struggle to the Death

by Dr. . SHERESHEVSKY

At the national conference of professio-
nal and academic workers in Tel Aviv
on July 26th, 1962, Prime Minister Da-
vid Ben Gurion, said “Israel may anti-
cipate a life-and-death military struggle
in the future. Every war involves the risk
of defeat. We could defeat the Egyptian
five times, ten times, and Egypt will re-
main. But if the Egyptians should defeat
us once — that would be foor good. They
might do with the two million people
in Israel what Hitler did with six mil-
lion Jews” At another meeting, Deputy

Defence Minister Shimon Peres added :
“We stand on the threshold of a decisive
stage in the history of the state and enter
a period that is one of the gravest we have
ever known and will confront us with
fateful tests.”

These words, given wide publicity both
in Israel and abroad, were spoken out
of deep anxiety over the fate of Israel in
view of the latest developments in the
Middle East, including the launching of
Egypt’s rockets. They were admittedly de-
signed to rouse the nation from its comp-
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lacency and to effect a change of atmos-
phere “so that we will not lose our ability
to meet the test with our maximum na-
tional potential” Yet in many quarters
they produced a deep shock. Had not fif-
teen years elapsed since Mr. Ben Gurion
promised the late J. L. Magnes that “the
State would bring us peace”? And here
we were “on the threshold of a decisive
stage” and “Israel might anticipate a life-
and-death military struggle.” Might this
not mean that the whole policy pursued
by the government until this day was

totally bankrupt?

As in all his other numerous speeches,
the Prime Minister listed four main goals
for the state: security, the advancement
of the oriental communities, populating the
Negev and northern Galilee and attract-
ing to Israel youth from the Diaspora. He
declared that in the coming twenty years
we should reach the stage “where there
will no longer be a body of university
graduates because the whole nation will
consists of university graduates — every
shoemaker will be a college man.” But
he did not explain how we could arrive
at such lofty goals at a time when Istael
might “anticipate a lifeand-death military
struggle” and the Egyptians could anni-
hilsce all of our two million people.
Meantime on August 5th “Ha'aretz” pub-
lished the answer of a South American
Jew to Mr. Ben Gurion’s demand for at-
tracting more youth from the Diaspora to
Israel. Under the heading “Immigration
and Peace” he writes; “Me, Ben Gu-
rion’s statement about a life-and-death
struggle may frighten off many people
who have been contemplating coming to
Tsrael to settle. I too will have to think
twice about coming here and bringing my
family and my parents from the Diaspora,
where there is no such risk of a Life-and-
death struggle. [War is not a simple cal-
culation and it is not enough to want to
win to be on the winning side. The last

war taught us that, and the victor too
suffers many casualties.”

The other objectives noted by Mr. Ben
Gurion — populating the Negev and Ga-
lilee and the advancement of the oriental
communities — cannot be implemented
without calm and the mobilization of large
financial resources. How does Mr. Ben
Gurion expect to attain this while spend-
ing hundreds of millions on conventional
armaments and on other investments de-
signed to save us from a position in which
the military balance of power might be
impaired ?

“Qur answer to the threat of annihila-
tion will be to retain the moral and intel-
lectual superiority of the Israzl Defence
Forces,” stated Mr. Ben Gurion. It is
difficult to understand how such words
could come from a man who is respons-
ible for the nation’s fate in his capacity
as Minister of Defense. This is the arro-
gant old phraseology that refuses to take
account of change, either among us or
on the other side. History — even contem=
porary history — gives us all too many
examples of nations and states that set
too much store by their reputed “supe-
riority” in the field and were ultimately
defeated by opponents on whom they had
looked down. Nor is the Prime Minister’s
approach keeping pace with the times,
when technology is becoming more im-
portant than man.

“So long as war was a matter of sol-
dierly proficiency,” one of Israel’s cor-
respondents wrote recently, “the superio-
tity of the Israeli soldier balanced out the
Egyptians’ better and heavier arms. To-
day, however, the situation is liable to
change: guided missiles do not require
airmen, all you need is to press a but-
ton, and the man who presses it doesn’t
even have to be an Egyptian; he can be
a well-paid foreign technician. This means
that one of the most important factors
of Israeli superiority may be lost when the
Egyptians have enough missiles
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with explosive watheads which could be
used to bomb Israel.”

Nor must we lose sight of another fac-
tor that can also put to nought the mo-
ral and intellectual superiority of the fight-
ing army itself: its dependence on regu-
lar supplies made necessary by the ad-
vanced technology of warfare today. This
predicates orderly production at the war
plants and orderly transportation, both of
which may be disrupted by bombing, leav-
ing the best soldier powerless. The im-
portance of the rear grows greater every
day in modern warfare, as Rav Aluf
Haim Laskoy himself pointed out recent~
ly: “If the Arab states should attack us
there will be no distinction between front
and rear, between the army and the civi-
lians. They will all have to take part in
the effect and they will all be directly af-
fected by the war, for they will all be in
the range of modern offensive arms.

In view of this development the feeling
is gaining ground, here as in some other
states, that what is needed is greater “‘de-
terrent power,” ie., such military power as
to deter the enemy from any attempt to
attack. “Security and the certainty of vic-
tory in case of enemy attack are not en-
ough; we must get together such strik-
ing power as will deter the enemy {rom
embarking on a military adventure,” runs
this philosophy. One may go so far as
to say that everything that is called the
Cold War is nothing but a series of deter-
rent manoeuvres designed to frighten off
the other side. The weapons need not al-
ways be actual arms, they may be psy-
chological or involve propaganda and other
means of influencing the enemy.

But anyone who brandishes the slogan
of “deterrent power” should keep in mind
that by doing so ‘he is embarking on an
armaments race that is likely to be as ex-
pensive as it is risky. Industrial produc-
tion, and particularly military production,
is governed by the implacable law of
technological progress: no sooner is a
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product off the assembly lines — and
sometimes even before — than redesign
and improvement are necessitated by re-
search, soon rendering it obsolescent and
outright ineffective in the face of the su-
perior weapons developed meantime by the
other side. If anything, this process is be-
ing continually accelerated by the dizzy-
ing speed of technical progress, which 15
growing mote and more rapidly be it with
regard to factory equipment and farm
tractors or tanks, planes and guns.

A state’s “deterrent power” thus be-
comes a direct function of its financial
resources: it has to be in a position
where it may produce or purchase the
most modern weapons, and in the requir-
ed quantities. An excellent illustration of
his was provided when the first rockets
put in an appearance in the Middle
East. Egypt’s launchings proved to one
and all, and especially to Istael, that she
had the financia] resources and the techni-
cal aid of the Powers — primarily West
Germany — required to produce or to
assemble a weapon that Israel did not
have. The doctrine of “deterrent power”
now imposes on Israel the arduous task
of catching up with and overtaking Egypt
in acquiring more and better missiles. This
will call not only for a great scientific
and military effort and negotiations under
the pressure of time with various coun-
tries, but also for colossal expenditure
of a scope which we have not yet known.
Yet in the end it is quite possible that all
this effort will have been in vain, for in
the meantime some engineer may come up
with some improvements that may render
all the missiles — Egypt's and Israel’s
— obsolte and worthless. So the armam-
ent race will begin again, and one won-
der whether even if there is no war the
end will not be the utter economic ruin
of both countries.

Those who talk in terms of “deterrent
power” and “an equilibrium” between
Israel and the Arab countries must, in ad




dition, take into account a variety of
other important considerations.

There is the matter of a country’s size:
geopolitical and demographic in nature.
Anyone can see thar there can be no
such thing as a “balance of power” be-
tween Nepal and Communist China, even
if Nepal should be plentifully supplied
with the most modern arms. There is the
distribution of population: it is far easier
to deal a telling blow to a target most of
whose population is concentrated in a
small number of urban areas than to a
country whose natives are spread out in
a large number of small localities scaster-
ed in the wilderness. And there is the
population’s staying power: a_noble ex-
ample of this was afforded by England in
the First and especially in the Second
World War, when her people stood the
full force of the Nazi air bliz without
faltering, but in 1956 the English in turn
discovered in Port Said that the Egyp-
tians could not be broken and forced tc
overthow their rulers by superior arms or
round-the-clock bombardment. Such stay-
ing power is forged by various elements,
such as national consciousness, civic edu-
cation or religious fatalism, that can de-
feat the soberest calculations about “deter-
rent power” and “equilibrium.”

A fateful step in the armaments race
for the will-o™the-wisp of deterrents was
taken with the introduction of the atom
bomb. It is hard to tell what stage has
been reached in the preparations for mak-
ing it in the Arab countries, and particu~
larly in Egypt. But the statement of Mr.
William Foster, Director of the Ameri-
can Disarmament Agency, that “China
and Israel are today the most interested
nations in producing an atom bomb, Is-
rael's motive being the value of this wea-
pon as a deterrent” shows that the West
and of course the East too — is suspi-
cious of us and places our regional ambi-
tions on a par with the world ambitions

of People’s China.

Such a development is quite logical for
anyone who is persuaded that the solution
to the conflict between Israel and the
Arab states can only be military, and
those who accept the doctrine of deterrent
power with regard to conventional armam.-
ents have no right to criticize those who
seek to acquire nuclear weapons as a de-
terrent in view of the latest developmnts
on the cnemy side. Yet we may ask whe-
ther even the atom bomb is a deterrent.

A recent report in Davar on an intet-
view with Deputy Defense Minister Shi-
mon Peres states; “First priority in Is-
rael’s military doctrine has long since been
accorded to deterring the enemy from at-
tacking us. The practical implication of
this is not only that we must have a de-
terrent power sufficient to defeat the ene-
my on the battlefield, but also that the
enemy must realize that Israel has this
power so that he will not be misled into
dangerous conclusions” He who speaks
in terms of conclusions is referring to a
rational and logical process, but are na-
tions and their leaders always acting in a
rational way? We quote from a statement
of Mr. Robert MacNamara, the Ameri-
can Secretary of Defense, in the U.S.
Senate on June 18, 1962

“The mere fact that no nation could
rationally take steps leading to a nuclear
war does not guarantee that a nuclear war
cannot take place. Not only do nations
sometimes act in ways that are hard to
explain on a rational basis, but even when
acting in a “rational” way they sometimes,
indeed disturbingly often, act on the basis
of misunderstanding of the true facts
of a situation. They misjudge the way
others will react, and the way others will
interpret what they are doing. We must
hope that all sides will understand this
danger, and will refrain from steps that
even raise the possibility of such a mutu-
ally disastrous misunderstanding.”

Unfortunately, it is our great misfor-
tune to be living in a part of the world
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where irrational sensibilities very often gain
the upper hand over logical thinking. All
these years we have been hearing how fear
affects international relations in the Middle
East. Egypt is afraid of Israel and Is-
rael of the Arab states. This leads to fre-
quent demands of preventive war, of a
surprise attack before the enemy has deve-
loped his full power and potential. If this
applies to “conventional” arms, it holds
even more for nuclear weapons. For here
the decisive advantage lies with the side
that will manage to drop the first bomb
and to deal the enemy a crippling blow in
the “first minute” of the war. Under these
circumstances it is difficult to see how
“deterrent power” can promote peace.
Everybody talks in terms of “victory”.
Israel and the Arab states, everyone de-
mands that the military machine be in a
position to make a quick job of the war.
But the other side demands the same thing
of its own armed forces. No one can
guarantee how a war will end, and this
assumes particular force in view of Mr.
Ben Gurion’s admission that no matter
how many times Israel defeats Egyot
there will always be another round, while
a single Israel defeat may be the last.
Today there is no “life and death mili-
tary struggle.” War today — any war —
can be only unto death, never unto life.
That is the essential difference between
any way that may break out today and all
the previous ones, including the Second
World War and the Korean War — and
including the Sinai campaign. Until now
nations and their leaders have thought in
terms of battles between armies, in which
the elements of victory were the superior-
ity of manpower and equipment, the com-
manders’ talent and strategic ability.
Damage to the civilan population might be
great, but it was incidental or at most one
stategic aim. But the next war that will
erupt will be a war of annihilation on all
sides — Istael, the Arabs, the refugees and
everyone else. And if all the nations, aware
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of the fateful implications of war today,
are secking ways of preventing it, this
should apply even more to Israel. For'
even if the Egyptians should fail to de-
stroy us in the next war, our country shall
be laid waste as in the days of Babylon
and Rome.

When the First Temple was in dan-
ger, the people had the choice of hearing
Jeremiah or the captains of Zedekiah ; be~
fore the Second Temple was laid waste,
they could decide between Yohanan Ben
Zakkai and Shimon Bar Giora. Any man
taking upon himself today to decide the
fateful question of life or death for our
nation must first strive to do his very
utmost to relieve the tension and the
danger of our international relations.
‘What is required are not solemn declara-
tions of peaceful intentions — followed
shortly afterward by joining in the Franco-
British attack on Egypt — or proposals
to enter into direct negotiations with the
Arab states — accompanied by the state-
ment that the UN. decision regarding
free choice for the refugees is invalid and
that no substantial number of refugees
will b taken back. It is a grave error to
believe that declarations and proposals of
this kind make any impression on the
world’s nations or their leaders. Let us
not talk about “peace” for then the ques-
tion is on what terms. Let us strive to
achieve a modts vivendi between Israel
and her neighbours. That is much more
practical.

But even this calls for a radical change
in our policy. It means work and toil —
no less effort than is being invested today
in preparations for war, in getting toge-
ther “deterrents”, in acquiring conven-
tional or non-conventional arms. A modus
vivendi and the elimination of the risk of
war must be viewed as so supremely im-
portant as to warrant the maximal possi-
ble concessions. We must demand inter-
national supervision of all nuclear plants
in Israel and in the Arab states. We must




Dr. Johnson's Proposals

Although Dr. Johnson’s proposals for
a solution of the refugee problem have
never been officially released, they have
been subjected to severe criticism in
this country by the press and official
circles alike. It would be difficult to
describe this criticism as welltaken, since
it fails to examine the proposals either
broadly or in detail or to take note of
the terms of reference imposed on Dr.
Johnson by the last UN. General Assem-
bly, which entrusted him with this year's
task. It might be useful to take a poll
among Istael’'s newspapermen and senior
Foreign Ministry officials on what they
would have proposed if they had been in
Dr. Johnsor's boots. It seems to us that,
on this as on a number of other issues,
such a poll would be of great help in elic-
iting some objective, factual and practical
criticism instead of the unrealistic and de-
magogic approach so widespread in our
political e,

Dr. Johnson’s frame of reference was set
in an American resolution passed at the
UN. last year without a single dissenting
vote, Istael concurring and the Arab states
abstaining, This resolution explicicly re-
fers to Paragraph Eleven of the General
Assembly’s  Palestine  Resolution  of

December 1948, which speaks in terms
of “refugees wishing to return to their
homes” and of others “choosing not to
return”. Dr. Johnson was specifically in-
structed to seek and to propose ways and
means of implementing this resolution, and
not some other one. As he already noted
in his report to last year's Assembly, it
would have been beyond his competence
to intervene in the region’s political prob-
lems, such as the question of peace nego-
tiations, direct talks between Israel and the
Arab states, or any of the issues covered
by other paragraphs of the Resolution of
1948.  Accordingly, it appears from press
reports that he has confined himself to
practical and detailed proposals with reg-
ard to the refugee problem, and more
specifically with regard to the solution
envisaged for it by the 1948 Resolution.

What are these proposals ?

1. Dr. Johnson recommends the es-
tablishment of a special body to be head-
ed by an experienced administrator and
entrusted with the implementation of the
General Assembly Resolution. This recom-
mendation raised a storm in the Israeli
press, which denounced it as grave inter-
ference with the sovereignty of this coun-
try. It is difficult to understand this re-

declare our readiness to submit our plants
to international ~supervision if the Arab
too will agree. We must find ways of
committing the United Nations to an in-
creasing degree in active intervention in
the Arab-Israel conflict, as a deterrent and
a power for peace, even at the cost of na-
tional sovereignty in some respects. We
must actively seek out and foster every
opportunity for local and regional collab-
oration, with and without the United Na-
tions, especially with respect to the rehab-
ilitation of the Arab refugees. We must
abandon for good the policy of retaliation.

which has served only to tamish our re-
putation.

An active peace policy such as this witl
earn Israel the support of the West and
the East, Asia and Africa. They will
stand by us and bring their influence and
pressure to bear on our neighbours. It
will be a hard enterprise, fraught with
countless difficulfies. But it is the only
way to peaceful and prosperous survival
for Istael, not just for two or three years
until the Egyptians get together enough
missiles to attack us, but for abiding time.
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action. How can one expect hundreds of
thousands of refugees to be returned to
productive life — in Isracl, the Arab
state or anywhere else in the world —
without an administrative body of some
sort? No one has said anything yet about
the powers of the proposed body or its
administrator;  they would evidently be
a matter for discussion ‘and negotiation
among the parties concerned. But without
some kind of administrative staff the
smallest step cannot be taken in the di-
rection of implementing any plan what-
ever — be it the Israeli demand to ab-
sorb all the refugees in the Arab states
or the Arab governments’ demand to re-
turn them all to their place of origin —
both of which are equally contrary to the
U.N. Resolution and stand no chance of
being accepted by the international orga-
nization. It is also clear that the admin-
istrative staff proposed by Dr. Johnson
would have to be large, in keeping with
the scope of its task, and to include Is-

i, Arab and other officals working
together in offices set up for the purpose
wherever they might be needed.

2. Dr. Johnson also proposes that every
single Arab refugee and every family head
be given a questionnaire in which they
would be asked to make a “preliminary
choice” between returning to their former
place of residence in Israel, settlement at
their present place of residence or resettle-
et | somewhere | clse! | Seireey, wouklibe
guaranteed, as well as the refugee’s pri-
vilege to change his mind before any de-
cision regarding him was made.

This proposal follows logically and
practically from the one to set up a body
to deal with the problem, for it alone
can furnish the U.N. administrator with
the material they would require in the
very first stage of their work — informa-
o el G s iebe, Ay
who has had any experience with matters
of this kind — immigration to and ab-
sorption in Israel, for instance — will re-

cognize the necessity of this proposal of
Dr. Johnson’s, for such a step is clearly
required for a clear picture of the scope
of the problem and the possible ways of
solving it. The proposal takes on additio-
nal value in view of the fact that its imp-
lementation would tell us what the exact
number of refugees is — something which
is being hotly disputed at present. This
may be one reason why the Arab states
are so staunchly opposed, but Israel for
one should be interested in such a census.

Contrary to what has been charged in
Istael, the mere handing out of question-
naires cannot be interpreted as granting
the refugees the right to decide which
solution is best, or even letting them de-
cide whether they want to return to Istael
or not. According to press reports Dr.
Johnson specifies that upon receiving the
questionnaires the refugees would be told
that there was no certainty their choice
would be granted.

The distribution, filling out, collection
and checking of the proposed question-
naires would be bound to take a long time
and involve a great deal of work —
which would be all to the good. It is
wrongheaded to assume, as is so often
done here, that a poll could never be free
because the refugees would be subjected to
the concerted pressure of the host gov-
ernments to demand repatriation.  Why
not demand means to prevent such a
pressure? Why not wait until the answers
are in before judging?

3. Dr. Johnson also asks that Israel
refrain from setting ahead of time a li-
mit on the number of refugees it is pre-
pared to absotb, and stresses that Israel
would be guaranteed the right to take se-
curity risks into account and to refuse ad-
mittance to certain refugees; that repa-
triated refugees would have to urdertake
to abide by Istaeli law; and that a spe-
cial non-partisan authority would be set
up to arbitrate differences of opinion over
the application of these principles.
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This proposal is proof regard for the
special circumstances of Israel’s dynamic
development and _security needs. It is
pointless to set a limit when a figure that
sounds reasonable today may be impos-
sible to grant tomorrow. The proviso will
also save us idle argument about why one
quota was adopted rather than another.
The determination of the absorption po-
tential must be left in every case to ne-
gotiations between the UN. body and Is-
rael, following upon detailed investigation

states, realizing the importance of such
collaboration for their future relations.
He specifies thar the UN. body he re-
commends would consult with Israel and
the Arab states about the possibilities of
repatriation  or resettlement; that the
host governments and Israel would be
asked to send representatives to an advisory
board aiding the chief U.N. adminis-
trator; and that a special U.N. fund
for the absorption of the refugees would
be set up with governmental and public
i

on the spot of the di at the
time. The limiting factors in Israel’s case,
we feel, should be not consideration of se-
curity risk alone, but also economic, so-
cial and human circumstances, for the
subjects of the discussion are living hu-
man beings whose repatriation would have
to mean more than their physical return
to Istael: it would have to mean integ-
rating them in an ambience that is now
completely foreign to them. This is also
the reason why we believe that every re-
fugee returned to Israel should be given a
year in which to change his mind, opt-
ing for resettlement in an Arab country
or somewhere else. The human element
also exphains why a non-partisan abitra-
tion authority is proposed by Dr. Johnson :
the necessity for such a body, apparent
to anyone who has had experience with
public administration, even on a national
level, is even greater in the atmosphere of
the Isracl-Arab conflict, where a premium
will be put on real objectivity and the
ability to assess the position of the va-
rious parties competently and without bias.

These are the proposals which have
rated Dr. Johnson’s report the highly cri-
tical reception it has been accorded in
our press and official circles, even though
cool examination reveals that this vocifer-
ous opposition is wholly unwarranted. At
the same time, little publicity has been
given to other parts of the report, which
shows the extent to which Dr. Johnson
strives to achieve ion between the

, including a substantial sum
from Israel (the board of directors of
such a fund would of course consist of
representatives of all the parties con-
cerned.)

So long as the full official version of
the Johnson proposals is not available we
cannot judge, for in such a document the
wording counts at least as much as the
actual content. If correct, the version pub-
lished by the Foreign News Service of
the Chicago Daily News *) which has been
described as competent by the spokesman
of the U.S. State Department, Mr. Lin-
coln White, would prove that Dr. John-
son has adhered strictly to the terms of
the assignment given him by the last Ge-
neral Assembly. He has attempted to
show in what circumstances and in what
matter a practical solution to the refugee
problem can be sought — by anyone earn-
estly desiring such a solution. Far from
being considered a negative approach to
the refugee problem, his proposals deserve
to be examined soberly and on their me-
rits, as behooves an important document.

Istael cannot prevent the implementa-
tion in the Arab States of Dr. Johnson’s
suggestions (the establishment of a staff,
the election of an administrator or the
distribution of the questionnaires), if the
P.CC. decides to carry them our. The
only question is whether their implementa-
tion would be with Israel's participation
and supervision or without them.

representatives of Istael and the Arab

*) See p. IX.
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Deputy Defence Minister Shimon Peres
on “lhud”

Dear Dr. Shershevsky :

Six months have elapsed since you wrote
me, but in the meantime we have taken
part in a debate in which both of us
had an opportunity to stress their opinion.

My opinion remains, as before, that our
concern for future peace must not make
us forget the problem of survival. Lsrael’s
survival is still in danger, and we must
devote our main effort to repelling this
threat. Israel — as she is today, as she
ought to be — emphatically can be des-
troyed from within. The repatriation of
Arab refugees — and the Arab states will
demand as a precondition of peace that
they be all granted the right to return —
is liable to wreck the state from within:

The Arab régimes are not the kind of
government systems that strive for peace
and collaboration, and stressing our de-
sire for peace and our striving for colla-
boration will not change their particular

character today (a typical instance was aff-
orded to us by the SyroEgyptian merger
and its subsequent dissolution).

It may well be that the method we
propound is less imposing than the one
you suggest, but I feel that the survival
of the Jewish people — even in a situa-
tion of no peace and no war — is a lofty
goal that requires no further justification.

Many distinguished men of our age —
distinguished in every respect — have stri-
ven for peace at almost any price. We
need only recall some of the events of
the history of the second world war. But

ose men, despite their pure intentions,
bear a heavy burden of responsibility for
ruin, war, disappointments and bloodshed.
Good intentions are not enough. There-
fore, I greatly respect your motives but I
completely reject the policy that you sug-
gest.

Faithfully yours,

himon Peres

Arab-Israel Peace Hopes Rising
(Dr. Johnson’s Suggestions)
By MILT FREUDENHEIM
Chicago Daily News Foreign Service (1.10.1962)

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y.— The
first small glimmer of hopes for perma-
nent ArabIsrael peace is emerging from
secret developments here.

The Arab and Israel government are
studying a plan for solving the problem
of 1,000,000 Palestine-Arab refugees,
drafted after a year of diplomatic work by
UN special representative Dr. Joseph E
Johnson.

The Chicago Daily News has obtained
a copy of Dr. Johnson’s confidential pro-

posals for @ UN iniciative that would be
the first break in the 13-year-old dead-
lock.

UN officials for years have pointed to
the refugees of the 1948 war camped a-
round Israel's borders as the potential
spark that could bring war to the Mid-
East powder keg, with worldwide implic-
ations.

The United States government has gi-
ven nearly $300,000,000 since 1950 to
UN refugees relief, which has cost over
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§425,000,000 total.

Even so, the UN Relief Agency (UN-
RWA) spends less than 10 cents a day
per person on the 1,174,760 refugees now
registered. Of these, close to 500,000 still
live in UN camps.

On a global scale, the unresolved Arab-
Israel cold war with its many shooting in-
cidents, and the brief 1956 Suez hot war,
is blamed for the heavy commitments of
Soviet military aid to the Arabs.

Dr. Johnson, 56, a pipessmoking for-
mer Williams College president, who heads
the Carnegie endowment for international
peace, has been quietly conferring with
Mid-east officials since August 1961.

His official title is special representative
of the UN Conciliation Commission for
Palestine (PCC) ; which consists of the
United States, France and Turkey, work-
ing under a mandate from the UN As-
sembly.

In confidential documents dated Aug-
ust 31 and September 6, he set forth
concrete proposals now under considera-
tion by top Mideast leaders.

The Johnson proposals include :

1. Appointment of a new UN admin-
istrator and staff charged with the duty of
carrying out the 1948 UN Assembly re-
solution for repatriation (to former homes
in Lsrael) or resettlement of the refugees.

2. Individual refugees and heads of fa-
milies would be given confidential question-
aires. They would make a “preliminary”
choice, keeping the right to change their
minds later.

Possible choices would include return to
former property in Israel ; return to alter-
native locations in Israel : resettlement in
Arab countries ; resettlement elsewhere in
the world.

3. The UN agents would consult Is-
rael on possibilities for repatriation, and
Arab and other countries specified in the
preliminary questionaires regarding resettle-
ment of the refugees.

4. Israel would be asked not to set

a maximum number of returning Arabs
it would admit. However, Israel would re-
tain the right to reject individual Arabs
as security risks, subject to UN over-all
surveillance and review.

Refugees would be expected to agree to
uphold the laws of Israel, or any other
country they settled in. An impartial or-
gan to hear disputed cases would be es-
tablished.

5. A specal UN fund consisting of
voluntary contributions from governments,
and the world public would be set up to
help the refugees become integrated.

6. Israel, with help from the UN and
friends (mainly the United States) would
be required to pay indemnities to Arabs
who lost property in Israel.

Expenses of the UN administrator and
agents would go into the regular UN
budget, assessed against all 108 member
countries  (including Communists and
Arabs that have not paid cash for the
UN relief program in the past.)

The UN agents would be “co-ordina-
tors” and “catalysts” with responsibility to
inform the individual refugees and see that
they understand and obtain their rights.
Illiterates, for example, would get special
help.

After consulting with Israel and other
governments, the UN agents would re-
pott confidentially to individuals and fa-
mily heads, enabling them to change cheir
minds according to the real situation.

All refugees would be entitled to a
UN fund indemnity covering the hard-
ships undergone by them (something like
a veteran bonus).

The Arab host governments (United
Arab Republic, Syria, Jordan and Leba-
non) and Israel would be invited to name
representatives to a council of advisers to
the UN  administrator. These countries
signed the 1949 Armistice pacts.

While refugees would indicate prefer-
ences on the questionaires, they would
be told from the start that they would not

Egypt’s Economic Development Organisation
By A SpedalVCm-rupondenl

Notwithstanding the social changes that
have taken place in Egypt over the past
decade, it has remained an agricultural
country most of whose population still de-
rives its livelihood from the land. In view
of this basic fact, the past few years have
seen the establishment in Egypt of a few
economic and banking institutions with the
declared purpose of developing agriculture
through assistance to the country’s cultiva-
tors, who have always suffered from a
shortage of working capital for their daily
tasks. It is this shortage that resulted in
the peasants’ becoming indentured <o land-
owners and usurers, denying them the
fruit of their heavy toil.

One of the most important institutions
that have been constituted for this pur-
pose and the development of Egypt’s eco-
nomy in general is the Economic Deve-
lopment Organization, set up in 1957 to
fill the economic vacuum left by the
French and the British after the Suez cri-
sis. At the time there were many observ-
ers who feared that the departure of the
British and the French would mean not
only collapse for the Egyptian economy
but complete chaos in every one of its

branches — finance, banking, insurance,
industry, etc. — all managed and directed
by foreigners for decades.

Fearing that these apprehensions might
be fulfilled, the Egyptians nationalized a
large number of enterprises, from indus-
trial plants and mineral concerns to banks,
insurance companies and other economic
institutions, and this in turn created the
need for the Development Organization,
whose activities in the first weeks of its
existence included supplying capital to the
nationalized firms, appointing Egyptian di-
rectors to their boards and solving the va-
rious other problems connected with their
continued operation. The number of orga-
nizations under its care has by now passed
the 50 mark.

According to the Development Organiz-
ation’s  director-general, an  engineer
named Muhammad Sidki Suleiman, the
institution is working toward two basic
goals :

a. devloping the national economy
through commercial, agricultural and fi.
nancing activities ;

. planning an investment policy for
the funds at the disposal of the Develop-

necessarily get their first choice.

It would be expected that refugees,
who have established new lives, with fa-
mily connections, would prefer not to
move to Israel (a large proportion of the
refugees are young people born since
1948).

The UN administrator would set up
with Isael a detailed procedure for exam-
ining requests.

Property indemnities would be based on
the 1947-1948 values of real estate and
estimated value of moveable property,
with adjustments for lost interest pay-
ments, money depreciation, and rights in
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community properties such as mosques
and churches.

Israel would be expected to make a
substantial contribution to the special vo-
luntary fund.

The UN agents also would take into
acount the ability of various Arab states
to accept refugees. It would negotiate with
Arab and other governments on behalf of
the refugees.

The new system would somewhat paral-
lel the UN high commissioner for refu-
gees office that has supervised the reset-
tlement of 1,000,000 refugees since World
War II.




ment Organization — in other words, the
Organization is a government agency for
the organization, control and coordinati
of public investment with the economy’s
development in mind.

The first set of investments made
through the Organization added up to
LE17.5 million; by 1958 the total had
reached LE67.2 million. Mr. Sidki feels
that while this sum is but a negligible
fraction of Egypt’s national investment, his
institution plays an extremely important role
in the main branches of his country’s eco-
nomy.

The Organization is part or whole ow-
ner of over 60 companies of various
kinds, including 5 banks whose assets add
up to 45% of all banking assets in the
country. The Organization also controls
almost all the special banking branches
dealing with agriculture, land, industry and
trade. Other firms on the list include 5
of Egypt's biggest insurance companies, 5
trading organizations, 2 shipping and trans-
port firms, 7 mineral concerns, 2 oil com-
panies, 5 engineering and steel concems.
(including the Helwan mills) 6 chemical
concerns (including the great fertilizer
plant now rising at Aswan and scheduled
to produce half a million tons of ammo-
nium nitrate a year) and the Alexandria
paper mills( with an annual output of
25,000 tons).

In terms of funds, the Organization’s
investments break down as follows :
Banking and insurance 15%
Petroleum and other minerals 10%
Industrial plants 67%
Shipping and commerce 8%

The Organization has set up 9 new
companies, 4 of which are engaged in
mineral prospecting and the development
of deposits of magnesium, phosphate, tin,
etc., and added 6 modern ships to Egypt’s
merchant marine. It is playing an import-
ant role in the current LE218 million five-

year industrial plan in that it is planning
83 new plants to be set up over the
coming ten years with aggregate invest-
ment of over LE60 million. -

In the past few years the Organization
has served as one of the Egyptian govern-
ment’s main arms in carrying out its na-
tionalization decrees for the country’s in-
dustry. The 10 large companies which
the Organization owns today include che
country’s second biggest bank, the Bank
of Alexandria, which also controls the
great AlMuttahida insurance company
and the General Petroleum Company, to-
day the offiical agency for oil prospecting,
refining and marketing.

By the beginning of 1962 the Organi-
zation’s investments exceeded LES0 mil-
lion. Tts mineral concerns included the
Sinai Magnesium Company, which export-
ed LEl million worth of products last
year.

In order to prevent bureaucratic inter-
ference with the performance of the Org-
anization’s tasks, it has been granted sweep:
ing powers. Its staff has been divided by
Mr. Suleiman into three departments: a
Technical Division, an Economic Divi-
sion, and an Auditing and Finance Divi-
son. Bach of these cooperates closely with
the management of the various companies
and enterprises connected with the Orga-
nization in the preparation of development
plans, the analysis of commercial repots,
the drafting of profitand-loss balances and
the compilation of various other econo-
mic reports for the Organization.

In each firm controlled by the Organi-
zation, the Chairman of the Board, the
General Manager and the heads of va-
rious divisions are selected by the Orga-
nization itself out of a list of three can-
didates submitted by he management of
the firm. Cooperation between the Org:
anization and the firms takes the form of
committee meetings of the Organization,
at which the firm managers discuss their
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plants’ problems, difficulties and develop-
ment possibilities.

We have noted that agriculture is one
of the Organization’s most imp con-

The main two varileties of citrus grown
in Egypt are the Shamuti baladi and the
blood orange. The country’s main regular

cerns.  Nearly nineteen out of Egypt's
twenty-six million people subsist on agri-
culture. Only 2.4% of the country’s terri-
tory are cultivated — 5.85 million fed-
dans. The crop area is 9,930,000 feddans
in Lower Egypt and 1,300,000 in Upper
Egypt.

Of the total area 90% is under field
crops, while fruit takes up 126,000 feddans
and vegetables 345,000. The national
herd today is worth LE80 million, or
some 16% of the national farm product.
It includes 2.7 million head of cattle, 2
million heads of small cattle and a poul-
try flock of some 63.5 million, which
alone is worth LEI17 million or 3.4%
of the national farm product. Milk pro-
duction stands at 1.4 million tons, of
which 4600 are pasteurised, and meat
production at 82 tons. Fruits head Egypt’s
farm export list, and within this category
citrus is rapidly winning an important
place

The Development Organization is de-
voting a good deal of attention to the ex-
pansion of citrus in view of the opinion
of Egypt’s agricultural experts that the
country presents ideal conditions for this
crop: a soil rich in minerals, humidity
from the river and a strong desert sun,
cold winter mornings and warm sunny
forenoons.  Yet citrus growing has been
neglected in Egypt for decades, and only
in the past two years have systematic
attempts been made to expand it. These
have lately reached a feverish pitch and
included the establishment of 5 modern
packing houses where the fruit is me-
chanically washed and then packed and
sent off. One of these stations, at
Banha, has a capacity of 75 tons per
eight-hour shift; others range from 15
to 50 tons.

are Germany, Britain, Sweden,
Yugoslavia and nearby Arab countries.
Export in the past five years has expand-
ed as follows, illustrating the effort invest-
ed by the Egyptians in the development
and promotion of this branch:

1955/6 98 tons
1956/7 2,396
1957/8 4,587
1958/9 6,637
1959/60 15,550 .,

In the past two years the Egyptian gov-
ernment has begun implementing an am-
bitious program of! training workers for
citrus groves and packing houses, Perusal
of local professional literature discloses
that the inspection of fruit for export is
vety strict and carried out on the spot as
well as by a special Gitrus Export Bu-
reau.

The Ministry of Agriculture sees to
the periodic spraying of the groves and
i : £ { f

e
in which the fruit is kept until it is ship-

ped in temperaturgs of 32-34 degrees
Fahrenheit and at a relative humidity of
80-85%. The Ministry is also attempting
to prolong the picking season so that it
will stretch from November to June in-
stead of from October to April.

All these detailed and instructive data
show that the Development Organization
has set itself definite and commendable
objectives. This has earned it the full sup-
port of the authorities. The job of man-
agement and guidance performed by such
institutions can make an important con-
tribution to the economy of a country
like Egypt, which was for decades prey
to a woeful lack of planning and fore-
sight.
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ELIEZER BEN MOSHE
The Jordan Water Schemes

Like many other countries, Israel is not
a separate hydrographic unit. Nor are
the Arab states.

The waters of the region can be ex-
ploited effectively and to the advantage
of all Middle Eastern countries only
through integrated and comprehensive
planning and implementation on a regio-
nal basis. Failing an agreement on such
an approach, each country is liable to ex-
ploit whatever water resources it can lay
its hands on independently, making utilil-
ization less efficient and much more ex-
pensive.

There are three main streams to which
regional planning could apply: the Jor-
dan, the Yarmouk and the Litani. The
headwaters of the Jordan come from
the Dan, which rises in Istacli territory,
and the Banias and Hasbani, born across
the border in Syria and Lebanon respec-
tively. The Jordan itself traverses the ter-
ritory of two states, Israel and Jordan,
and the Yarmouk enters it only 8 km.
south of the Sea of Galilee, which lies
in Israel territory.

The idea of regional water planning first
aroused public interest in 1953, when the
Isracli-Jordan border was tense and the
U.S. annouced that it would support “a
plan for the utilization of the water re-
sources of the Jordan valley on a regional
scale and for the benefit of all the states
in the region.”

One of the main iderations that

could provide at least a partial solution
to the problem of these refugees.

Th President of the United States ap-
pointed Mr. Eric Johnston “Water Am-
bassador” entrusting him with the task
of bringing the parties to an agreement
on the joint exploitation of the region’s
waters.

Johnston’s appointment was never with-
drawn, but after three years of diplomatic
activity in the Middle East he was forced
to admit defeat.

Three plans designed to serve as a ba-
sis of international agreement for the uti-
lization of the region’s water resources
were proposed in that period. First was
the so-called Johnston Plan, fruit of the
labour of two American engineers, Mamn
and Clapp. It involved the Jordan and
Yarmouk alone. On the basis of a com-
bined annual flow of 1550 million cubic
meters for the two rivers and of the as-
sumption that some 250 million would
be required to retain the present level
of the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea,
it provides that 1300 million could be
utilized and proposed a quota of 825
million for Jordan, 425 million for Israel
and 55 million for Syria.

A basic condition set by Johnston was
that all the water obtained by the imple-
mentation of his plan would have to be
utilized within the Jordan basin itself.
This meant that Israel would be denied

il

moved the U.S. to take this stand was the
situation of the Arab refugees, tens of
thousands of whom had been living for
five years in idleness and at the expense
of the UN. Relief and Works Agency,
70% of whose budget was provided by
the American government. Washington
hoped that a regional development plan

the p y of diverting the waters to
the Negev, and could only make use of
it in Eastern Galilee, the plain of Esdrae-
lon and the Jordan valley itself. This
Israel is unwilling to accept, although she
endorsed the principle of regional utiliza-
tion as such. She submitted a counter-
plan of her own which, in addition to
the Jordan and the Yarmouk, took in
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the waters of the Litani in Lebanon.

The annual flow of the Litani is some
850 million cubic meters, of which an au-
thoritative estimate believes that only a
quarter is needed for irrigation within the
borders of Lebanon. The Istaeli plan there-
fore suggested that the surplus 680 mil-
lion be directed to the Jordan basin and
divided among the riparian states, which
would thus dispose of wellnigh two bil-
lion cubic metres for the purpose. Of this
Israel would obtain some 1200 million
cubic meters, enabling her to irrigate 180,
000 hectares of land, mainly in the
Negev.

The needs of Israel’s agricultural deve-
lopment, and especially the necessity to
irrigate the arid south with waters from
the north, made it impossible for Israel
to postpone the implementation of her
water plans until such time as a joint
international agreement could be achieved.
An Israeli delay pending Arab agreement
would not only have jeopardized the de-
velopment of the Negev desert but might
also have been interpreted as an admis-
sion that Israeli development plans were
subject to Arab approval. Economic and
political reasons alike thus militated for

barking i diz on the impl

What is Israel’s National Water Pro-
ject?

Its main conduct is designed to be not
just the principal artery carrying the jor-
dan’s waters southwards, but also a link
binding together the large bulk of the na-
tion’s regional water projects and weld-
ing them together into one interreluted
system. In other words, the main con-
duit will serve as a sort of primary re-
gulator, enabling surplus water from one
part of Israel to reach some other part
where the supply is permanently or tempo-
rarily deficient, in keeping with the need.

The conduit’s third function is to per-
mit water storage on a national Lasis,
from winter to summer and from rainy
years to years of drought. To derive the
maximum benefit from the nation’s net-
work of reservoirs they should be infer-
connected — and this is precisely what
the conduit will accomplish.

At the northern end of the naional
water project is the Hula drainage scheme,
one of the most important elements of
ILsrael’s water economy.

The Hula valley, about 6 km. wide and
22 km. long, is enclosed in steep hills

tion of the diversion of Jordan waters to
the Negev, particularly since the negotia-
tions with Mr. Johnston appeared to be
deadlocked. It was therefore decided to
get on with the work without foreign as-
sistance. So long as the water plan involv-
ed only resources within Israel’s territory,
there could be no tenable objection to it.

Israel’s development needs were urgent,
and her water planners found themselves
in a race against time. Itwas up to them
to ensure that the fields of the country’s
south and the Negev would get their wa-
ter the moment they needed it, ie. the
moment they had reached the stage of full
development in their reclamation, the
first stage of which after clearing is gene-
rally dry-land farming.

and ins rising rapidly o heights
ranging from 900 to 2800 meters above
the valley level. Rain-bearing clouds hit-
ting the ridges precipitate aboundant rain,
and the runoff streams rapidly and in
large quantities into the valley. This is
also the spot where the three rivers of
the Jordan unite; but further south, the
lava flow of some prehistoric volcanic
eruption blocks up the riverbed, and this
is what created the Hula swamps. For
thousands of years the waters rose over
the basalt barrier and spilled over south-
ward, but the Jordan’s narrow and shal-
low outlet was far from sufficient to drain
the winter’s precipitation, and the rest
spread over the valley bottom. A lake
of 1400 hectares was created plus 4300
hectares of swamp and, north of it, 2000
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hectares that were under water most of
the winter.

The drainage project was implemented
in three stages. In the first, which took
place in 1950 and 1951, the bed of the
Jordan was deepened, widened and flat-
tened along a four-and-a-half-kilometre
stretch of the river from the southern
end of the Hula lake to the Daughters
of Jacob bridge. Most of the work was
carried out within the demilitarized zone,
over the Syrians’ protests and often un-
der their fire.

The second stage, implemented in 1953-
55, meant digging two parallel main drain-
age channels in the swamp and in the
lake bottom, and connecting them by
means of a transverse channel carrying the
water to the head of the widened river
bed. In the third stage, the two chan-
nels were extended up the valley and a
netwotk of subsidiaty channels excavated
to drain off the swamp.

The marsh was wiped from the face
of the earth, and over 6000 hectares of
fertile land were added to Isracl’s culti-
vated area, while the Jordan now streams
free, in a bed worthy of the historic river,
and all the water of the Hula basin rea-
ches the Sea of Galilee.

Here we come to another important
link in the national water plan, for the
Sea of Galilee is an integral element of
the project and will serve both as a
pumping pool and a perennial storage
reservoir.

Since the Sea lies 212 meters below sea
level, if the water flowing into it is to
be conducted over the coastal plain it
must first be raised by at least 250 me-
ters. Sending up such a volume of water
to this height will require pumps with a
rating of some 45,000 kw.

In the first stage the water will be
pumped up straight from the lake bot-
tom by a huge pumping station erected
entirely underground in a nearby moun-
tain. Here the water will be raised over

250 meters and delivered into Wadi Sal-
mon, to stream westward.

When the diversion of the Jordan to a
point just north of the Sea of Galilee but
several hundred meters above it is com-
pleted, an artificial waterfall into the lake
will be created, powering turbines. The re-
sultant electrical energy will be stored and
relayed to the pumping station, in effect
enabling the Jordan’s waters to be raised
to the conduit’s level under their own
power.

Upon completion of the whole pro-
ject, an annual 320 million cubic meters
will be delivered to the conduit, and after
the needs of the country’s north are met
from the vatious water resources integrat-
ed in the system, this is also the quantity
that will be available to the Negev.

While Mr. Johnston did not accept the
Isracli plan, he was unable to prevail on
the Arabs either to accept his scheme. In
January 1954 the Arab states in turn sec
up a commission of experts of their own,
entrusted with the elaboration of a coun-
ter-proposal to the Johnston plan. This
commission submitted another scheme re-
ferred to generally as the Greater Yar-
mouk Plan.

The object of the plan was to divert the
waters of two of the Jordan’s three ri-
vers, the Hasbani and the Banias, by a
circuitous course by way of the Kunei-
tra plateau to the Yarmouk basin, where
they would be stored in Jordan territory
by means of two great dams. While the
Johnston plan had proposed utilizing the
Sea of Galilee as the natural reservoir
from which Israel, Jordan, Syria and Le-
banon would obtain water in keeping with
their allocations, the Arab plan made this
segment of the Yarmouk the central re-
servoir, so that Israel would not be able
to utilize the water.
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The Jordan government supported the
plan and expressed itself ready to finance
95% of the cost of putting up the dams
and to allow Syria to use most of the
hydroelectric energy to be generated there,
in return for most of the irrigation water,
which would have gone to Jordan’s agri-
culture.

Soon, however, relations between Jor-
dan and Syria deteriorated. Ultimately any
collaboration became out of the question
and Jordan quit the joint commission that
had been set up for the purpose. Instead
it concentrated on the Limited Yarmouk
Plan, also known as the Ghor Project, im-
plementation of which began in"1958. The
Yarmouk’s waters are being diverted in-
to a 67-kilometer channel running east of
the Jordan and roughly parallel to it, to
irrigate some 12,000 hectares of land.
The main feature of the plan is a 980-
meter tunnel, 3 meters in diameter, which
was excavated in the mountains.

A contracting company from Milan is
carrying out the project, the first stage of
which, including the tunnel and 23 kilo-
meters of channel, was completed about a
year ago. The second stage of an addi-
tional 24 kilometers is expected to be con-
cluded within a couple of months, and
the final segment of 20 kilometres is
scheduled for completion during the
course of 1963.

The i d of this

it could be integrated at some future stage
into a resuscitated Greater Yarmouk Plan
as well as into the regional Johnston Plan,
which is probably the reason why the
United States is financing it.

Israel has displayed great restraint in
the face of this local Jordan scheme. The
Yarmouk streams along Israel’s border
for a distance of 17 kilometers, and a
few Israeli settlements across the Jordan
have been obtaining their water from it.
Yet Israel has done nothing to obstruct
implementation of the project, partly be-
cause it is strictly local in nature and part-
ly because it is designed to relieve the
suffering of many of the Palestine refu-
gees in Jordan, who will benefit from this
agricultural  development scheme.

As for the vociferous opposition voiced
by the Arabs to the Jordan-Negev pro-
ject, its motivation is clear: every deve-
lopment project in Israel increases her ab-
sorptive capacity, stengthens her and re-
moves further the possibility of implement-
ing the Arabs’ dream of annihilating her.

The editor of the Lebanese paper, “Al
Aml”, recently wrote: “We may admit
that time is in Israel's favour and ag-
ainst the Arabs, and if today they are
not able to destroy her, the task will be
more formidable sevenfold once her pop-
ulation has grown to five million and the

Negev desert has been transformed into
o

plan from Jordan’s point of view is that

pop cultivated and fertile land by
the diversion of the Jordan.”




M. AVITAMAR

The Upper Euphrates Dam in Syria

The project of a dam across the Up-
per Euphrates is to be realized in the
near future now that an agreement for
its erection has been signed by Syria and
a Western Consortium. The cost of the
project, estimated at some two billion Syrian
pounds, is to be repaid in full to the
Consortium  after 20 years. Accord-
ing to Syria’s Minister of Industry imp-
lementation of the first stage of the pro-
ject will begin this spring, and is expect-
ed to last five years. Some 200,000 hec-
tares of land will be irrigated with the aid
of the water stored behind the dam.

“Dam fever” has been sweeping the
Middle East from Sudan to Turkey for
the past few years due to the realization,
imparted largely by foreign experts, that
millions of hectares of fertile land can
yield plentifully under regular irrigation
by water at present spilling into sea or
marsh. The dam projects also serve im-
portant flood control functions in coun-
tries like Traq, Egypt and Sudan, prevent-
ing ruinous damage to soil and man alike.

While the Aswan Dam has received
the greatest publicity of these Middle
Eastern projects, largely due to the poli-
tical events that have been focused on
it, other dams going up in he region are
no less important. The Upper Euphrates
dam being planned in Syria will be mo-
mentous not only for that country’s eco-
nomy but also perhaps within the broader
context of the inter-Arab balance of for-
ces between Egypt and Mesopotamia.

But if Turkey and Iraq should oppose
the plan, how will Syria be able to imple-
ment it?

The course of the Euphrates from its
sources in southeast Turkey until its con-
fluence with the Tigris near the Persian
Gulf may be divided into three sections :

down a mountainous valley entirely in
Turkish territory, across the Jazira plateau
largely within  Syrian territory, and
through the alluvial plain in Iraq. Syria
controls the river along a course of some
450 kilometres out of a toal of some
2660. What is important, however, is not
the length but the widht of the valley
lands that can be irrigated by the river
without having to pump the water up
too high. The valley itself averages a
width of some 20 kilometres, within which
the river meanders and divides up into
countless arms that join again further
downstream ; but the rest of the plateau
is 60 meters and more above the water
level. It is the same problem in Israel by
the Jordan, where everything is dry with-
in a few hundred meters of the stream.

Al Jazira (“the island”) is so called
because it lies between the two great ri-
vers of Mesopotamia. In the north, near
the Taurus chain, precipitation averages
12 to 16 inches and drought is rare, but
that part of the Jazria is practically all
within Turkey ; rainfall in the Syrian Ja-
zira is between 8 and 12 inches. Under
the French mandate, when the government
established its supremacy over the nomads
from the air, this became a region of
extensive grain farming and dozens of
settlements arose on the ruins of cities and
villages deserted since the hold of the
Baghdad Caliphate on the nomads in the
9th and 10th centuries. The crops, on
both sides of the Euphrates, require auxi-
liary irrigation in winter, full irrigation
being required for summer crops and es-
pecially for cotton, which has already cap-
tured an important share of Syria’s cul-
tivated area as well as of her exports. It
is this precious irrigation water that the
dam project is intended to supply, an-
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other project being flood control for the
valley itself and the prevention of swamp
formation in it at the very season when
the riverbed soil could yield.

The control of the Tigris and the Eu-
phrates is a far more complex problem
than that of the Blue and White Nile.
That is one explanation why such mighty
empires as Assyria and Babylonia have tad-
ed from the scene.

The thythm of the rise of the Nile is
relatively simple: it begins at midsummer
as the monsoons deliver their rains over
Ethiopia, the river reaching its greatest
height about October and then falling off,
so that the soil vacated by the river can
be sown in winter and the crops harvested
before the following summer’s flood.
There are years when the river rises more
because the rains upstream have been
abundant, and there are years when the
monsoon is comparatively poor and the
flood is inadequate. Those were years of
hunger for Egypt until its system of dams
and barrages was erected in the 19th and
20th centuries, doing much to regularize
the flow as well as to expand the cultivat-
ed area. But there has never been any
such thing as a flash flood of the Nile.
The floods of Mesopotamia’s rivers on
the other hand, caused by both rain and
thaw, in the mountains of Armenia, Kur-
distan and the Zagros, are quite irregular.
‘While Mesopotamia, unlike Egypt, is
a country that has rain, and this rain
is as important to the country’s agricul-
ture as the rain and snow that feed the
great rivers, a regular supply of irriga-
tion water is essential. But river regula-
tion is as important for flood control as
it is for the creation of his supply.

The flow of the Middle Euphrates the
year round averages out to 1095 cubic
meters per second, but the monthly aver-
age varies from 400 in the low-river
month of October to 2750 in April, which
is generally the month of the greatest
floods, followed by May with 2500 cubic

meters. Daily averages vary even more
widely, from 270 cubic meters per se-
cond to 4000. Floods may be expected
in any winter month, making crop grow-
ing nearly impossible in most parts of
the valley itself, whose topography re-
sembles that of the Nile in Upper Egypt.
At the same time, since the floods con-
tinue well into July and leave swamps in
the river, the growing season is compres-
sed into a few months that are too short
for agriculture.

The purpose of the Upper Euphrates
dam is threefold ; to make cultivation pos-
sible in the river valley as it is today a-
long the Nile, to provide electric power,
and to supply water for the irrigation of
parts of the plateau bordering the valley.
Such a scheme was contemplated by the
Ottoman government as early as the end
of the 19th century, when plans were be-
ing considered for the Berlin-Baghdad rail-
way. But while the Turks gave the conces-
sion for the railway to the Germans they
entrusted a British engineer, Wilcox, with
a survey of the Tigris and Euphrates and
of the possibilities of irrigation  along
them. To this day Wilcox’s book is the
best survey of the question of river regula-
tion in Mesopotamia.

In those days both rivers were entirely
within Ottoman jurisdiction ; today the
Euphrates is controlled by three separate
republics and the Tigris by two, with
Persia controlling several of its tributar-
ies. The regulaion of a river requires dam-
ming its upper and middle course and the
building of canals along its lower course.
The main benefit of the Wilcox plan de-
volved on Iraq herself, which has been im-
plementing the projects involved; the
Upper Euphrates plan, drafted as it was
in Syria for Syria's benefit, can by mo-
difying the river flow, wreak havoc with
the calculations on which the Iraqi river
schemes are based, robbing of water the
Habbaniya lake which serves as the main
reservoir for the new irrigation schemes
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IN THE ARAB WORLD
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A. In the Arab States
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WHAT KIND OF UNITY ?

The latest developments in the Arab
world lend topical interest to a recent art=
icle in which Dr. Mubammad Hussain
Haikal, Editor of the daily Al-Ahram, at-
tempts to explain the main lines of Egypt's
policy toward the Arab states. The follow=
ing are characteristic excerpts from the art-
icle :

The current conflicts between Arab
states need not frighten any of us. I
should like to say without any intent to
philosophize that at this stage it would
have been more disturbing if there had
been no such conflicts. I speak from pro-
found conviction. The very fact that these
conflicts exist is, T believe, doubly signi-
ficant.

It is significant in the first place be-

along the Euphrates. Hence the protest, or
rather the threats of a protest that have
been voiced by Kassem against Syria's
implementing the Upper Euphrates scheme
without Irag’s full approval.

In order not to locate the dam too close
to Iraqi territory, the Syrians will prob-
ably want to build it as far as possible up-
stream — though here they will be care-
ful not to antagonize the Turks by erect-
ing the dam at a spot where the water
backing up might flood Turkish territory.
One of the purposes of the projected dam
is the supply of electric power to Aleppo,
which gets it at present from a river whose
headwaters lie in Turkey and are exploited
there for irrigation although this depletes
the Syrians’ water and power supply.

All in all, the Syrians have so far been
going ahead with their project in the teeth
of overt or covert hostility on the part of
their neighbours. This hostility was stirred
particularly during the period when Syria
and Egypt were united, and Iraq genuine-
ly feared the hegemony of the United
Arab Republic which not only outnumber-
ed her population fivefold but was vastly
more advanced and richer in human re-
sources. To this was added the feeling

that the Syrians controlled most of the
rich Jazira, and desert areas that might
have been considered part of Irag, not
through any affinity with them but as a
legacy of the French mandate.

Now that the Egyptians have been dri-
ven from Syria one might suppose that
this ol allay) sesne o Trarrateuspic

cause it shows that the revolutionary phase

wire barricades of official borders. ..

through which the Arab nation is now
going is real and radical, for were this not
so it would have been easy for the oppos-
ing interests within the Arab nation to
come to an understanding and to some
arrangement.

The revolution itself forces these con-
flicts into being and renders a clash in-
evitable between the national elements and
those that are hostile to progress because

B G

It is natural that Saud should have
come out against socialism in Egypt, for
it endangers his régime inside Saudi
Arabia.

Every new enterprise that goes up in
Egypt is for King Saud equivalent to an
attempt to destroy a palace in Saudi Ara-
bia. Every right secured by the worker
or the peasant in Egypt holds out, in the
king’s view, a hope of approaching re-
it

they are d with imp and
because they have gained control of the
peoples’ resources.

The very fact of conflict is a symptom
of strength and not of disease, for it shows
that the nation is alert.

Before the social revolution in Egypt
nothing would have prevented Nasser and
King Saud from being photographed kiss-
ing each other. It is no coincidence that
the relations between Nasser and Saud en-
tered a critical phase in the wake of the
great victory in the political campaign of
1956 against imperialism and the begin-
ning of the “take-off” stage of our social
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Both Iraq and Syria might be well advis-
ed to fear each other less and to direct
some of their energy to working out ways
of exploiting in common the land and wa-
ter resources of which they dispose, and
of settling with their aid their own land-
less peasants and Palestine refugees, not
to mention hundreds of thousands of roa-
ming Beduin whose settlement properly
planned, would enrich the economy of
both countries and still leave them a sub-
stantial reserve of land and water for fu-
ture generations.

The question is whether the Upper
Euphrates dam scheme will prove the first
step ushering in a period of understand-
ing and practical collaboration between Sy-
ria and Iraq for raising the standard of
living of their populations, or a new bone
of contention that may drive Syria again
into Egypt’s arms.
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Despite all attempts — including King
Saud’s visit to Egypt in 1959, after his
notorious plot of early 1958 against Nas-
ser — a break between Nasser and Saud
was ultimately inevitable, and there is no
point in ignoring any longer the existence
of the contest between what the two stand
for. A certain ideological vagueness helped
blur the issue at the time.

The earmark of the revolutionary
phase, then, is the basic struggle. The first
obligation of nationalism is to crush for-
eign domination.

The second significant aspect of the
current developments is the disclosure that
Arab unity is real and profound, not a
political invention or an empty slogan.

The social trends in each of the Arab
states know no frontiers. The unity of the
Arab nation opens the gates before them
and removes from their path the barbed

p to one of his slaves. Why?
Because the unity of the Arab nation is
real and profound.

At one time, before the Suez campaign,
Britain officially approached Nasser and
told him : “We will help you achieve any-
thing you desire here in Egypt — provid-
ed you do not interfere in what goes on
outside of Egypt!”

The United States too proposed unlim-
ited aid to Nasser on condition he would
not spread his ideas beyond Egypt’s fron-
tiers. Nasser did not agree. He could not
have agreed. Why? Because every word
he speaks in Egypt finds an echo outside
it, and his every action west of Sinai re-
verberates east of Sinai.

f so, we are not frightened by these
conflicts. They are natural in what is one
nation. Let us not be ashamed, and, hea-
ven forbid, let us not try to hide them.
We would be sinning grievously against
our historic development,

e revolution that is now sweeping
the Arab nation is not graver than the one
that rent the American nation. We, at
least, have not had to pay the price of ci-
vil war to pave the road to emancipation
and revolutionized production. We, at
least, will not have one Arab army fight-
ing another. (? Ed.)

From here we go on to the next conclu-
sion :

The current conflicts between some of
the Arab states are inherent to the phase
of political and social revolution.

The impression may have been creat-
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ed that I have been attempting to justify
the current contlicts between Arab utates
That is not my purpose. What I want to
say goes beyond it.

T want to say that what we need now
is not conciliation between the Arab states
but an understanding of the nature of the
conflict, so that the truth will come to
light. We do not want the controversial
elements to be concealed but brought out
and explained, so that every man in the
Arab world will know where he stands in
the inevitable campaign for the Arabs’
fate.

I want to say that what we need now
is not Arab solidarity but a complete dif-
ferentiation, so that the Arabs’ future will
be clear and unambiguous.

What is more, the call for Arab solid-
arity that is now being sounded in some
Arab states cannot possibly be a goal at
this stage, for it would mean freezing the
Arab revolution and agreeing to a com-
promise that can only harm and fetter the
Great Turning Point.

I should like to ask what good could
possibly be served by striving to achieve
a united front between King Saud, King
Hussein, the Imam of Yemen, General
Kassem, Nazim al-Kudsi and others?

Can King Saud  symbolize the Arab
man’s hope for a better future? Can King
Hussein symbolize the aspiration of the
Arab nation to emancipate itself from
imperialism and to crush it? And Kas-
sem — can he deliver Palestine by vague
declarations?  And Nazim al-Kudsi, who
is but a puppet pulled by strings behind
the scenes, what is he worth ?

And even if all these can be “solidary”
with cach other, Bgypt must keep away
from such solidarity. She must declare
her opposition and hold the banner of this
opposition loyally high. The franker she
will be, the more successful she will be.
A decisive conflict calls for just that.

Let us then proclaim like Nasser : “Not
unity in the ranks, but unity as a goal I”

PROGRESS IN. THE
NUCLEAR FIELD

Handsome achievements in the field of
nuclear research were summarized for the
press on the tenth anniversary of Eypt’s
revolution by the Minister for National
Research, Salih Hedayat:

An Atomic Energy Institute has been
set up, including an institute for radio-
active isotopes, designed for research in
the medical, agricultural and industrial
fields. The nuclear reactor erected at In-
shas symbolizes Egypt’s entry into the atom

age.

The research carried out by Egyptian
scientists preliminary to the erection of
an atomic power station has been complet-
ed and a budget has been allocated for the
project itself. The station site has not yet
been determined, but is expected to be in
the vicinity of Alexandria. Construction,
scheduled to last two years, is to begin
soon.

A radioactive cobalt unit was recently
set up, designed mainly to test the effect
of radioactivity on plants and crops, and
particularly on cotton.

Large amounts of atomic raw materials
have been discovered in southern Egypt.
Radioactive thorium is already being pro-
duced from the black sands of the north-
ern Nile delta.

ELECTRONIC PHYSICS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF ALEXANDRIA

A department of electronic physics de-
signed to promote the development of nu-
clear research and rocket science has been
set up at the University of Alemandria
reports the Lebanese daily, AL-Jarida, which
quotes a statement by the University’s
Rector, Dr. Ali Shuaib, that the depart-
ment has been equipped with modern ins-
truments and maintains contact with lead-
ing scholars in various countries of the
world.

The Rector also declared that it was
planned to set up at the University a spe-
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cial faculty where outstanding graduates
could continue their studies so as to mold
a generation of firstrate scientists able to
contribute to Egypt’s scientific activity of
the space age. Setting up the faculty will
cost half a million Egyptian pounds.

NEW DRUG FACTORY

A new plant for the manufacture of
pharmaceuticals and antibiotics has gone
into production in Egypt. The company is
a local subsidiary of Verwerke Hoechst of
Germany, which put up 60% of the £130;-
000 capital, the rest coming from lo-
cal investors. The new firm expects to ex-
port to various African and Asian coun-
tries and will scon open a laboratory for
research into pharmaceutical producti

repaid within 40 years and interest will not
exceed 3%:

U.AR. HINT OF RISE IN SUEZ
CANAL TOLLS

The possibility of an increase in Suez
Canals tolls was indicated by Mr. Mah-
moud Younes, chairman of the UAR.
Government-owned Suez Canal Authority.

“Our costs are going up and our ser-
vices are being expanded,” Mr. Younes
said. He added: “We would be fully jus-
tified in raising our charges.”

Mr. Younes, who was addressing a
Press conference at Ismailia, heaquarters
of the Authority, to mark the passage
of 100,000 ships through the canal
since its nationalisation six years ago, said

NATIONAL INSURANCE

A national scheme of old-age insurance
similar to the ones in effect in Isracl and
other advanced nations has gone into
ration in Egypt as of January lIst, 1962,
one difference from the practice in many
countries being that the pensions have ta-
ken the place of severance pay, which was
simultaneously abolished. The employee’s
monthly contribution under the new scheme
equals 7% of his pay, and the employer
contributes 14% plus all the amounts that
he would have had to pay out in sever-
ance pay under the previous law. Pensions
for invalids have gone up in the past
three years from 25% to 40% of the pay-
In the event of the insuree’s death his fa-
mily will receive a pension equivalent to
40% of his average salary over the past
three years.

U.S. TO FINANCE ERECTION OF
CAIRO POWER STATION
Discussions between Egypt’s Minister of
Economy, Dr. Kaisuni, and the Commer-
cial Adviser at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo
have resulted in U.S. agreement to fin-
ance the large $27 million power station
planned for West Cairo. The loan will ke

that in the memorandum presented to ca-
nal users on April 25, 1957, President
Nasser had reserved the right to raise tolls
up to 1 per cent. per year without prior
negotiation. So far this right had not been
exercised, he said.

Mr.Younes revealed that Suez Ca-
nal revenues had shown a rise of 9 per
cent. in the July-September quarter of this
year compared with the corresponding pe-
riod of last year. The rise was not due to
any increase in the number of ships pass-
ing through the canal, but in their size.

That was why the Authority would give
careful consideration to pressing ahead
with the second stage of President Nas-
ser’s project designed to deepen and wi-
den the Canal for taking vessels of 38-feet
draught are allowed to use the Canal at
draught. Ships of no more than 37-feet
present.

The new scheme, Mr. Younes said,
would cost about £E25m., including ab-
out £E10m. in foreign exchange.

“We may apply to the World Bank
for another loan to finance the project,”

he added.

Fewer Accidents
Mr. Younes claimed that the accident
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rate in the Canal was lower than ever,
but 85 per cent. of accidents were due to
defects in vessels using the Canal. The
Authority, he said, would henceforth see
to it that all vssels were “canal-worthy.”

UAR. BUYS TWO FLOATING
HOTELS

An agreement has been signed recently
in Cairo between the United Arab Repub-
lic and the West German company of
Klockner for the purchase of two 170-cabin
“floating hotels” at a cost of £E1.2m.
The hotels will be built in Hamburg and
towed to the Mediterranean inside a float-
ing dock. The first is due to be delivered
in October next year and the second in
March, 1964. The agreement also pro-
vides for the training at the Klockner
Company’s headquarters of a group of
Egyptians in all aspects of running, main-
taining and managing the hotels.

The two vessels will make the *rip be-
tween Cairo and Aswan in six davs.
Their purchase is part of the Govern
ment’s drive for a rapid expansion of the
U.AR. tourist industry.

GERMAN TV IN EGYPT

Television receivers to the design of the
German Telefunken concern are to be
buile in Egypt, starting next year, by the
Arab Company for Radio Transistors and
Electronics of Ismailia.

The Egyptian company already builds
radio receivers under licence from Tele-
funken, selling them under the Telemisr
brand.

SOIL IMPROVEMENT
ACHIEVEMENTS
Wihile the total area gained for cultiva-
tion in Egypt by the government, various
agencies, companies and private indivi
duals between 1932 and 1952 added up
to 50460 feddans, or an average 2523
feddans a year, the land improved since
the Revolution, i.e., between 1952 and

1962, added up to 165,690 feddans. This
oes not include 32,430 feddans reclaimed
from the desert.

COTTON EXPORT
Cotton exports to the Soviet Union this
past season (ending in May) added up to
356,000 kantars, making Russia Bgypr's
largest single customer. The total export
was 2,302.173 kanttars, as against 2,667,~
004 the preceding years.

RECIPROCAL TRADE
AGREEMENT WITH CHINA
Egypt has signed a three-year agree-

ment with Communist China providing
for the exchange of LE.15 million worth
of products, reports Al-Abram. Egypt
will export cotton goods and groundnuts
to China in exchange for tea, frozen meat,
iron ore, chemicals, paints and paper. A
credit agreement has also been signed.

ECONOMIC TALKS WITH ITALY

Important talks designed to tighten eco-
nomic collaboration between the two coun-
tries have recently been held by Egypt
and Iraly. Ttaly occupies an important
place in Egypts balances of trade and
payments, although she sells Egypt much
more than she buys from her — LE9 mil-
lion and LE4.8 million respectively last
year. The balance of payments too showed
a gap of LE3.3 million in Ttalys favour.

ITALIAN £3M. DYE PLANT FOR
EGYPT

The Montecantini chemical group has
been awarded a contract by the Egyptian
government for the construction of Egypt’s
first dyestuffs plant for the textile in-
dustry. The contract is worth about £3m.

The new plant will be built near Is-
mailia and will have an outpur of 700
tons a year, which it is said will render
Egypt’s textile industry self sufficient.

The machinery for the new plant will
be supplied by the Ansaldo works of
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Genoa. Ansaldo will also be responsible
for its assembly at Ismailia.

GERMAN AID FOR EGYPT ORE-
SHIPS

West Germany will extend to Egypt a
DM20m. (about £1.8m.) credit from aid
funds to help build up a fleet of 56
river freighters. The fleet is to carry
450,000 tons of iron ore annually from
Aswan to the German-built steelworks at
Helwan.

GERMAN BANKS SIGN AGREE-
MENT WITH EGYPT

In an agreement signed between repre-
sentatives of the Egyptian Government
and a consortium of German banks, head-
ed by the Deutsche Girozentrale, Egypt
will receive a credit of DM.80m. to
cover payment for goods and services from
the Federal Republic. The credit is guar-
anteed by the Federal Government and is
a German share of a trade programme
sponsored by the International Bank.

A further DM.20m. for Egypt was an-
nounced simultaneously for development
aid. This credit will be used to finance a
so-called Nasser miver fleet which will
transport iton ore from Aswan to Heluan
Steel mills. There is growing resentment
in German industrial circles because of the
discrimination to which their representative
in Egypt has been subjected since the
nationalization of the Egyptian foreign
trade.

According to reliable reports, German
firms in Egypt are forbidden to deal
directly with Egyptian buyers and must
channel all business through the official
Egyptian import organization, while com-
mercia] representatives of communist coun-
tries are permitted to do business directly.

UAR. TRADE CENTRE FOR
LONDON
The United Arab Republic is to open
a Trade Centre in London to act as a

link between British exporters and U.AR.
importers.

Dr. Abdel Moneim Elbeih, a Director
of the Trade Bank, has been appointed
Director of the new Centre, which will
also market U.AR. products.

U.AR. TAKES OVER SHIPPING
AGENCIES
A Presidential Decree swept nearly 100
shipping agencies brokerage firms
stevedoring companies in Alexandria and
the Suez Canal Zone within the public

sector.

At least half of the capital of all these
companies, some of which are owned by
foreigners, will be taken over by the Gov-
ernment on payment of compensation in
Government bonds.

RUSSIA TO AID EGYPT ON
TRANSMISSION LINES
Soviet engineers are to design 500,000
volt transmission lines for Egypt, the So-
viet news agency Tass reported. Russia
will also supply Egypt with all the neces-

sary high voltage equipment.

A group of Soviet engin€ers are leaving
for Cairo shortly. The transmission lines,
850 km. long, will link Cairo with the
Aswan Power Dam on the Nile.

INDUSTRY IN ALEXANDRIA

Cairo’s “Al Akhbar” reports that three
industrial projects planned by the well-
known Italian engineer, Renato Utbani,
are due to go up soon in Alexandria.

The first will be a £12 million atomic
power plant fuelled by thorium, a mate-
rial derived from Egypt's black sand. It
will generate 12 million Kwh. a year.
Long-term financing will be provided by
an American company in return for sup-
plying the equipment.

The other two plants will process the
black sand into materials for the paint
industry, and derive aluminium and ce-
ment from the Sinai sands. In the first
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stage those two plants together will turn
out 7000 tons of products a year.

EGYPTIAN-SOVIET AGREEMENTS

Under the trade and payments agree-
ments signed in Egypt and the Soviet
Union in June, the USSR will supply
Egypt with equipment for the oil and
petrochemical industries, metal products,
chemicals and pharmaceuticals. The new
agreements were made necessary by the
success of the previous ones, which had
resulted in a massive expansion of Soviet-
Egyptian trade to over fifty million Egyp-
tion pounds a year whereas it was only
a few million pounds a decade ago. New
Egyptian products, such as watches, are
now joining the export list to the Soviet
Union, which includes, in addition to
rice and cotton, textiles, leather, wines
and citrus fruit.

The fact that the new agreements were
signed only a fortnight after similar ones
with the United States underscores accord-
ing to Cairo sources, Egypt’s faithfulness
to the principle of collaboration with all
nations and all blocs.
£lm. UX. CREDIT TO EGYPT FOP

CHINES

A £Im. credit deal arranged by a Lon-
don merchant  bank with the Egyptian
Government has brouught to Britain or-
ders for diesel engines, earth-moving
equipment, printing, office and other ma-
chinery, and chemicals.

The Egyptian Government has further
told the London bank, part of C. Te-
nant, Sons and Company, that it is in-
terested in at least another £4m. worth of
British equipment under similar credit ar-
rangements, the bank said.

SINAI GAS WILL ASSIST ORE

PRODUCTION

Natural gases from the oil wells in the
Sinai Peninsula of the Compagnie Orien-
tale des Pétroles d’Egypte are to be used
by the Sinai Manganese Company for the
production of ferromanganese.

About 300,000 cubic metres of gases
are now being flared off daily, but some
of these will be used to drive three 7,000
kw. turbines now being installed. After
operating the turbines, the gases will be
used for a water distillation plant with
an estimated capacity of 1m. gallons a day.

The electric power plant will cost £E.
850,000 and the water distillation plant
£E.1.5m. Both are due to be completed
by June 1964 when the ferromanganese
mill should be producing about 10.000
tons of ferromanganese annually.

JORD AN

LONG-TERM AID FOR JORDAN

Jordan has received assurances of long-
term loans and aid totalling some £25m.
to help finance its £127m. fiveyear plan,
Mr. Kamal Shair, deputy president of the
Jordanian Development Board announced

in Amman.

Mr. Shair, who had returned from
a fund-raising tour of Britain, West
Germany and the U.S, said the sum
would be provided by these three countries
together with United Nations technical
agencies and the World Bank. He said
Jordan would shortly submit a formal ap-
plication for the formation of an inter-
national consortium to supply the plan’s
entire foreign loan requirements, estimated
at £59m.

PLANS FOR ECONOMIC AND

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

The Jordan Government recently an-
nounced a ten-year plan for economic and
agricultural development.

In the field of agriculture, one of the
plan’s objectives is to expand production
by introducing modern  cultivation me-
thods and increasing the cultivated area,
the object being to cut down on farm
imports. Fruit and vegetable exports to
the Persian Gulf states are also to be ex-
panded through the streamlining of mar-
keting methods. The plan’s assumption in
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this field is that Jordan could compete
successfully with Burope, being situated
on the near side of the Suez canal as far
as those potentials outlets are concerned
so that substantial tolls and shipping costs
could be saved.

Another assumption on which the plan
is based is the approval of a large loan
from the World Bank that will make it
possible to put up a large and profitable
potash plant at the north end of the Dead
Sea, where production for the past two
years has been on an experimental basis
only. Experts have reported that the pro-
ject has proved itself and may now be
expanded into a large-scale operation.

Others projects under the plan are con-
cerned with the exploitation of phosphate
deposits and the establishment of a fertili-
zer factory.

JORDAN ANNOUNCES URANIUM
DISCOVERY
Deposits of uranium ore have been
discovered in Jordan, according to an offi-
cial announcement re; by “Falastin”.
The announcement did not disclose the
location, size or quality of the deposits.
A West German oil prospecting firm is
now negotiating a concession to mine the
deposits, the newspaper said.

CHEMICAL PLANT FOR JORDAN

Jordan is to build a chemical fertiliser
factory at a cost of 3.5m dinars (£3.5m.),
the Prime Minister said in a broadcast
from Amman Radio.

The Government had entered into an
agreement with a German company, he
said. The factory would be at Aqaba,
and the biggest of its kind in the Middle
East.

S'Y RIA

MAHRADA DAM INAUGURATED
The irrigation and flood control pro-
gram in the ALGhab valley in northern

Syria has entered a new stage with the
inauguration, reported by the Syrian Al-
Ayyam, of the project’s second biggest
dam at Mahrada, where part of the water
will be used to general electric energy.
The dam, completed three months ahead
of schedule, is 34 metres tall and 330 me-
ters long and will retain 61 million cubic
meters. It comprises an 89-meter regula-
tion canal that is 3 meters wide; a 112-
meter drainage canal that is 7.5 meters
wide; steel gats and levers; and a 620-
meter canal, 3.2 meters wide, which will
relay water to both sides of the river for
the irrigation of an estimated 25,000 hec-
tares. The plan provides for 120 meters
of irrigation canals, 140 meters of drain-
age canals and 61 Lilometers of main
roads.

COORDINATION OF INDUSTRY |
WITH IRAQ

According to the Lebanese Al-Hay-
yat, the Baghdad authorities have formu-
lated a seven-point plant for the coordi-
nation of their country’s industry with that
of Syria in keeping with the recommen-
dations of a joint economic commission
that met in Damascus last June. The se-
ven points are:

1. The coordination program is not to
affect adversely the industry of either Sy-
ria or Iraq;

2. It will be concerned mainly with
large and medium plants ;

3. The expansion of industry in ei-
ther country will be based on the absorp-
tive capacity represented by the markets
of both together ; y

4. New plants in both countries will
be set up with the understanding that
supply must be coordinated with demand ;

S. The technical specifications of new
industrial plants will be coordinated ;

6. Industrial development in both
countries will strive to raise the standard
of living of both to the same extent, if
possible ; 3
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7. The basic principles of legislation
governing industry in both countries
should be the same.

The ultimate purpose of the proposals,
concludes the paper, is to pave the way
for economic union between Iraq and
Syria.

FRENCH LOAN FOR SYRIA

France has agreed to grant Syria a loan
of $50m. as well as to finance the pro-
pected Euphrates Dam jointly with West
Germany, the Arab News Agency reported
from Damascus.

The agency quoted Public Works Mi-
nister Robert Elias, on his return from
Paris as saying the French authorities as-
sured him of their aid after having con-
tacted the Bonn authorities.

The $50m. loan, “politically string-
less,” is to be used for financing various
development projects, including construc-
tion of an international airport, new roads,
power stations and irrigation projects, Mr.
Elias declared, after conferring with Pre-
mier Khaled el Azem.

IR AQ
MASSIVE DAM PROJECT
NEARING COMPLETION IN IRAQ

Derbendi Khan Dam, a massive §70,-
000,000 project on the Diyala River in the
mountains of Irag, 160 miles north-east
of Baghdad, is scheduled for completion
soon.

The huge rock fill dam was designed
mainly to provide a reservoir for irriga-
tion of the land through existing canals
dating back to Biblical times. Situated
just below the confluence of the Diyala
and Sirwan rivers, it will also harness the
perennial flood-waters of these two water-
s

Forming the dam included the excavat-
ing of some 10,464,000 cubic yards of soil
overburden, and the quarrying and placing
of 9,156,000 cubic yards of rock fill.

In addition, 2,616,000 cubic yards of

clay fill had to be loaded and hauled two
miles to the dam. Another 1,308,000 cu-
bic yards of filter materials had to be
taken from gravel operation, which has
been closed for neatly a year, payment to
pits, washed, screened, and hauled to the
site to complete the impervious core of
the dam.

Earthmoving  equipment mustered for
the Iraqi job included twenty-eight craw-
ler tractors, thirteen shovels, sixty rear
dump trucks and sixteen bottom dump
trucks.

IRAQI NATTIONAL OIL COMPANY

Major-General Abdul Karim Kassem,
Iragi Prime Minister, has announced a
draft law establishing an Iraqi National
Oil Company (INOC) which will have
£20m. Government capital and operate in
all stages of the industry.

Under the draft law, announced by
the.Prime Minister at a Press conference,
the company will have the right to exploit
oil in all areas outside those specified for
the Iraq Petroleum Company group under
the 1961 law.

It will be exempt from income tax for
10 years starting from the first profit-
making year. It will be run by an inde-
pendent administrative board headed by
the Oil Minister and comprising nine
members, with three reserve members ap-
pointed by the Cabinet.

IRAQ ORDERS DANISH OIL
TANKER

The Iraq Govenment has contracted
with a Danish firm of shipping consult-
ants for the planning and supervision of
the construction of an oil tanker.

The tanker will be of about 50,000
tons deadweight, the spokesman added.
This and other tankers expected to be
built later were intended to give Iraq a
share in the carrying of oil from Irag to
Europe.—
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REFUGEES PROTEST REMOVAL
FROM BEIRUT

Some 10,000 refugees from camps on
the outskirts of Beirut recently began a
sit-down strike in the courtyards  of
churches and mosques of the Lebanese
capital to protest against the Government’s
decision to transfer them to more distant
camps which they abandoned some years
ago.

ARAB REFUGEES BEING

SMUGGLED TO SOUTH AMERICA

The Government of Colombia has un-
covered a ring of Arab smugglers who
have engaged for some years in illegally
transporting  persons from refugee camps
in Lebanon, Syria and Jordan into Co-
lombia and probably also into other Latin

erican  countries.  Investigatoin  re-
vealed that the ring operated from Beirut.

Thousands of refugees have been
smuggled into Colombia by issuing them
forged passports and visas. The refugees,
who were charged very high fees, were
promised that the Arab community in
Colombia, which is 20,000 strong, would
receive them with open arms and help
them establish themselves. On arriving,
however, they discovered that no one was

willing to help them and were speedily
cedlitcedl to sealing alins;fand begininig in
he streets, which is how the matter came
to the attention of the Colombian autho-
rities.

The head of the Arsb League's Pro-
paganda Bureau in Bogota, Hussein Ta-
rigi, sought to make capital of the scan-
dal when it came to light, charging Is-
rael in the local press with responsibility
for the tragic fate of these victims of
Arab swindlers,

INTER-ARAB ECONOMIC
COLLABORATION TREATIES
UNRATIFIED

The Secretariat of the Arab League has
informed its member countries that al-
though five years have elapsed since the
signing of the treaty providing for the
establishment of an Arab fund for eco-
nomic  development with a capital of
LE.25 million so far not a single country
except Egypt has ratified the treaty.

At the same opportunity the Secretariat
also noted that not a single country had
ratified the treaty providing for' the estab-
lishment of an Arab economic union and
signed on June 6, 1961.

B. Among Israel's Arabs

A CONVERSATION WITH AN
“AL-ARD” MAN
“Which do you prefer — that the
Arabs should tell you what they really
think of and how they feel about the
state, even though this might be harsh and
painful, or that we should ‘play the
game’: in your presence put on a smile
and say that we are living in a paradise,
while inside we grit our teeth and fairly
explode with bitterness, and maybe do
something behind your backs ?”
The question was being put to us by a

young Arab we were interviewing. He be-
longs to the Al-Ard group the suspen-
sion of whose organ, ALArd, was lifted
recently by order of the High Court of
Justice.

“Now we are about to resume activi-
ties,” he continued “and put out again our
paper, in which we shall be able to ex-
press frankly what we think and feel. It’s
also better for the state, for otherwise the
bitterness inside us might break out in
more dangerous form.

“You know, Mr. Ben Gurion, of all
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people, understands us well and respects
our stand. You may recall that two and a
half years ago he said in the Knesset ‘If
an Israel Arab should break the law and
give refuge to infiltrators I would arraign
him and have him jailed, but from the
human point of view I would understand
him. Maybe in his place I would have
done the same.’ This is frank talk! You
see, Ben Gurion himself praises the pa-
triotic, and proud brave Arab stand, and
publicly declares that if he were a mem-
ber of the Arab minority he too would act
like us — and not like the Arab puppets
who have sold their soul to the Zionist
patties. For such Arabs he has only scorn
at the bottom of his heart — but us he
understands.  So we don’t care if he jails
us. We are ready to suffer for what is
dear to us.

“And I want to tell you that despite
all our hatred for Ben Gurion we admire
him for one thing — his directness. He
doesn’t make believe or hide behind fine
words but tells you straight to your face
what he thinks of us. And as an Arab
nationalist I prefer to confront an overt
foe than a hypocrite sycophant who talks
about ‘peace and friendship’ when in fact
he means something quite different.

“We Al Ard people will not agree un-
der any circumstances to become tails of
Zionist parties, no matter what their so-
cial coloring. We want to speak for the
national interests of Istacl's Arabs, plain
and unadorned, and this is why we not
only struggle for equal rights for the Arab
minority in Istael, but also add: The
Atabs of Isacl are an integral part of the
Arab nation. Gamal Abdul Nasser is for
us the expression of Arab nationalism, and
if Tsracl would adapt her foreign policy
to the line of ‘positive neutrality’ she
would be better able to integrate in the
region as a Middle Eastern country.

“I can also tell you that good relations
between Israel and the Arab world call for
a confederation, open, sincere and legal,

between Jews and Arabs, for that is the
only way to forge the beginnig of a com-
mon language between Istael and the Arab
states. The kind of Arab politicos that
your parties seek to encourage are respect-
ed neither among us nor among you, for
everybody knows who they are. We, on the
other hand, if the authorities will allow us
to operate legally and enable us to exist
as an independent party — ultimately we
will be able to serve as a birdge between
you and the Arabs abroad.

“Even from the security point of view,
it is better that we should conduct our
acivities t?':gally and in the light of day,
rather than that we should be forced to
organize a secret underground.”

“Do you believe that Isacl's Arabs will
follow you P we asked.

“The intellectuals certainly. Not so the
broad masses, which are at the mercy of
the military government authorities and
fear them. Take, for instance, the Arab
students at the Hebrew University in Jer-
usalem. There are over a hundred of
them. In the elections to their committee
our candidats won a majority, more than
the Communists or the Mapai people. This
shows that the intellectuals are with us,
and they are actually the backbone of
Israel’s Arabs.

“At the next elections we want to form
an independent Arab party, and in the
meantime we shall prepare the ground for
this among the Arab population. This we
shall be able to do if the authorities place
no obstacles in our path. We are happy
that they are now all-owing us to resume
the publication of ALArd after an inter-
ruption of two years.”

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT ?

A Jewish family recently invited an
Arab student, convalescing from an illness,
to spend some time with them at a re-
sort in the coastal plain. The student an-
swered that unfortunately he was unable
to accept the invitation, for his travel
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permit forbade him from setting foot any-
where except in Jerusalem without equip-
ping himself with a special permit from the
military governor of his area in Galilee.
Even when comuting from his place of
residence to Jerusalem he was forbidden to
follow any route except the “direct route”
set out in his pravel permit. Since his self-
respect did not allow him to approach the
military governor for authorization of a
private visit, he was forced to give up the
invitation.

Are elementary rights such as these still
being refused even after the “lifting of re-
strictions” that was so widely publicized by
the Prime Minister’s office ?

ARAB-JEWISH CULTURE CENTER

Plans for the projected Arab-Jewish Cul-
tural and Social Center on Hagefen Street
in Haifa ar gradually turning into reality.
Renovation work has begun on the house,
which will be named for Mrs. Palinsky,
contributor of $50,000 for the project. At
the same time, a board of interested civic
figures has been formed to plan the es-
tablishment of further activites around this
core.

The first meeting of the board elected a
central committee haded by ex-Knesser
Member Rustum Bastuni and consisting of
Messts. H. Abbassi, P. Yoeli, S. Sabagh,
Y. Malchin, H. Alon, K. Shehada .and
G. Farah. The committee has already pre-
sented to the board a draft program call-
ing for the following activities at the Cen-
ter; football, volleyball, ping-pong, chess,
callisthenics and folk dancing; sculpture,
ceramics, drawing, music and drama cir-
cles; exhibitions, films, concerts, a so-
cial club and social circles ; and courses in
literature, ~Hebrew, Arabic, English,
French, popular science and  history. A
drama circle in Arabic, an oriental music
circle and a social circle are already func-
tioning.

When  regular activities begin at the
Center in the near future, it is certain

to make an important contribution to
bringing together young Jews and Arabs.
The Center has already been “adopted”
by the Beit Rothschild Cultural and Social
Center on Mt. Carmel, which has cele-
brated its fourth anniversary.

HISTADRUT PUBLISHING HOUSE
TO PUBLISH HEBREW-ARABIC
MISCELLANY
A literary miscellany of Hebrew and
Arabic works, designed to help bring Jew-
ish and Arab writers together, is to be
published shortly by the Histadrut pub-

lishing house.

Publication was decided on at a meet-
ing held at the house of Yehuda Bourla,
Chairman of the Writers' Association and
attended by Jewish and Arab authors. A
joint editorial board was elected on a par-
ity basis, consisting of Messrs. Burla,
Mahmoud Abbassi, Mordecai Tabib and
Muayyad Ibrahim. The expense will be
met partly by the Histadrut’s Arabic pub-
lishing house and partly by contributions
from various private and public sources.

The editorial board plans to use the pro-
ject as a center-pi€ce for regular joint con-
ferences of Jewish and Arab writers to
debate literary issues as well as to bring
the two groups together.

GRANTS BY THE ARAB BANK
The management of the Israel Arab
Bank has decided to establish a program
of study grants to outstanding pupils from
among the minority communities. Details

g g the gistration of
will be published in all the Arab areas.
The scheme is only one of the Bank's
projects designed for the advancement of
the country’s Arab population.

CONTEST WINNERS
Seventeen poems by seven poets, main-
ly teachers, have won awards in a recent
competition for lyrics to folksongs organ-
ized by the Public Culture and Art Coun-
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cil's  Commission for Cultural Activity
among the Minorities. The winners are
Noayail Ioain W Geone Nas N0
Ibrahim Saba Bakhous, Mahmoud Mual-
lem Yunis, George Halil Zinai, Suleiman
TE /At VSR o @ e,
fitional |

Seven ad oems won

don matriculation examinations. The lan-
guage of study at the Nazareth high
school was English, and Hebrew was
taught only one hour daily, bur Yunis
studied hard during his._holidays.
Yunis sat for the competitive entrance
inations to the Hebrew University

tions.  Participating were 17 Arab poets,
many of whom are well-known.

FINAL RESULTS AT THE ARAB
TEACHERS SCHOOL

Some 95% of the students at the Jaffa
School for Teachers in Arabic Schools and
Kindergartens passed the final examina-
tions this year and have become qualified
teachers.

The School’s curriculum provides for
43 hours of study a week instead of the
32 in other teachers’ schools. The additio-
nal subjects are 6 hours of Arabic, 2 of
teaching methods in Arabic, 2 of religion
(Islam or Christian denominations) and 1
on social problems in Arab society. The

lessons on the Jewish people abroad ate re-
placed by the history of Arab education.

FIRST BEDUIN STUDENT AT
HEBREW UNIVERSITY

“Im sorry to say that I don’t know
Bialik (Israel’s national poet) as well as
T know Shakespeare,” says Yunis Ibrahim
Abu Ravia, the first Beduin student at
the Hebrew University. Yunis, who will
study mathematics and physics in the
coming year, is the cousin of the Sheikh
of the Abu Ravia tribe, which lives in
the Arad region east of Beersheba.

His one ambition, to become the- first
Beduin doctor, dates back to his eleventh
year, when his young cousin and close
friend died for lack of immediate medical
attention. His father sympathized with his
ambitions and sent him to Nazareth to
study at the Terra Sancta High School,
from which he graduated this year with
honors and after having passed the Lon-

medical school this year but did not suc-
ceed in winning a place, owing to the
large number of candidates, but he has
not given up hope and intends to sit
again after studying natural sciences for
year. His dream is to return to his tribe
and help his brethren.

ACTIVITIES AMONG MINORITY
WOMEN

Twelve Jerusalem and Nazareth nuns, -

10 instructors in Arab women’s clubs and
14 teachers in private schools in Galilee
villages took part this summer in a five-
day course for women of the minorities
organized by the Working Women’s Or-
ganization and the Histadrut’s Depart-
ment for Arab Workers’ Affairs. The lec-
tures, in Hebrew and Arabic, dealt main-
ly with the status of women in Israel and
other countries, in the hope that the par-
ticipants would impart of their newly-gain-
ed outlook to their surroundings.

Fourteen group hikes organized last sea-
son took some 800 Arab women and girls
to various places around the country. For
most, this was the first time they had seen
Tiberias, Nahariya and Jerusalem.

Twenty-four girls took part in the
working  women’s  organization’s latest
sewing course in Nazareth, and the girls
who completed the last course, at Tamra,
were examined and awarded professional
certificates on the basis of their marks.
Certificates were also ‘awarded to gradu-
ates of a similar course in Jaffa,

A special celebration was held at the
women’s club in Jish for the graduates
of a handicrafts course and a home eco-
nomics course in the village.
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TRAINING ARAB WOMEN

A summer seminar for Arab women tea-
chers was held recently at the Histadrut
Workers’ College in Tel Aviv. Through
such seminars and women’s clubs the Is-
rael Government and the Histadrut, the
General Federation of Labor, have been
persuading the women of Israel’s Arab
community to come into the modern
world.

Two summer seminars for Arab women
are organized every year to encourage pro-
fessional and educated Arab women to
volunteer for work in the Arab womens
clubs, nineteen of which operate through-
out the country.

The clubs are scattered in small villages
as well as the big towns, and have as
their main acticity courses given with the
aid of the Ministries of Labor and Edu-
cation. The subjects vary from sewing,
handicraft and home economics to reading
and writing Arabic or Hebrew. The wo-
men also listen to lectures and see short
educational films.

12 NUNS JOIN LABOUR UNION

The Histadrut has just accepted 12 new
applicants for memberships, and is now
hard put to find out how much to charge
them in monthly dues.

All 12 have stated that they do not
intend calling upon the services of Kupat
Holim and, even more astonishingly, none
of them expects to benefit from any
increases in salaries, even though they are
teachers.

The new members are Christian Arab
nuns employed as teachers without pay.
They are entitled to medical treatment in
their own mission hospitals.

They have all received special permiss-
ion from their convents to join the Labour
Federation, stating that in this way they
wish to show their regard for the work
done among Arab women by the Arab
Department of Moetzet Hapoalot.

The Histadrut will probably fix only
nominal membership dues.

MEETING DISCUSSES EMPLOY-
MENT PROBLEMS OF ARAB
WOMEN
A conference held at the village of
Tayyiba has discussed measures to be ta-
ken to convince women and other unorga-
nized Arab workers to have recourse to
the labor exchanges. Tradition, custom
and ignorance combine to prevent the wo-
men from applying for work at the ex-
changes, which are staffed by men, and
to refer hiring themselves out to labor
contractors, thus laying themselves open

to exploitation.

The spokesman of the Employment Ser-
vice stated that there were some 15.000 un-
organized Arab workers in various farm jobs
in the Jewish settlements of the Sharon
and Shomron. Half of them were girls
between th ages of 14 and 18 and boys
below the age of 14 who were being em-
ployed at hard tasks and very low wages.

THIRD-YEAR STUDENTS IN ACRE

Eighty third-year pupuils (including 50
girls) from six secondary schools in Tel
Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem spent ten days
in Acre last spring to get acquainted mure
closely with the character, the customs,
the life and the varied activities of the
Arab population.

The program included visits to Arabic
schools, attendance at classes held in Ara-
bic, meeting and hiks with Arab pupils
and calls at” Arab homes. In addition,
the visiting youngsters spent a great deal
of time visiting the places of employment
of their Arab contemporaries.

Arab Acte made a deep impact on its
young Jewish guests. They were particu-
larly impressed by its Eastern hospitality
“that can’t be scratched off like varnish,”
said one of the boys, who had been plied
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with sweets and fruit by hosts that refus-
ed to take no for an answer.

One of the main purposes of the trip
was to polish up the Jewish pupils’ Ara-
bic. In this respect they were somewhat
disappointed. Some of them said that they
felt in Acre like American tourists who
break their teeth trying to speak Hebrew
and find that every body answers in ex-
cellent English.

The ten days over, the boys and gitls
boarded their buses homeward, full of
memoties and experiences. Many resideats
of Acre regretted that the visit had been
so short.

DISCONTENT AMONG PRIESTS
IN ARAB VILLAGES

Posters issued by “the Priests of the
Orthodox Community” and distributed in
various Galilee localities with an Orthodox
population call on the community and its
various institutions to support the priest's
demand for higher emoluments.

Investigation has  disclosed that the
refetence is to the Arab village priests. The
Orthodox Church here has always been
run by clergy from Greece (and from Rus-
sia, until the Bolshevik Revolution) who
occupy the top of the hierarchy, control
church property and set the village priests’
salaries. In Syria the Arab priests or-
ganized a “revolution” some years ago and
took these functions out of the hands of
the Greek prelates and superiors, but not
in Israel and Jordan, where. the only of-
fices open to the Arab clergy are still
those of village priests.

DRUSE DELEGATION DEMANDS
SETTLEMENT OF LAND RIGHTS

A Druse delegation from Hurfeish call-
ed on the Prime Minister's Adviser on
Arab Affairs, Mr. Uri Lubrani, to dis-
cuss various Jand problems and to se-
quest guarantees that the sanctity of the
holy place at Nabi Sablan would be pre.
served. This was promised by Mr. Lu-

brani. The delegation also requested spee-
dy settlement of title to the land in their
district, which Mr. Lubrani undertoox to
help bring about, and loans for land re-
clamation and clearing. . The Adviser’s
Office will investigate possibilicies in this
respect.

SHEIKH HOLDS FIRST NEGEV
HOUSEWARMING

,The housewarming of the first Beduin

home to be built in the Negev was held

by the proud owner, Sheikh Mussa el-

Attauna.

The building stands on a hilltop at
Khirbat al Hura, in the Eastern Negev,
at the start of the new road to Arad.

Sheikh Mussa, was once Mapam can-
didate for the Knesset.

Present were Arab dignitaries from all
parts of the country, practically all the
Beduin sheikhs and “elders in the Negev,
and the first Military Governor of the
Negev, Mr. Michael Hanegbi. The large
Mapam  representation included Knesset
Members Yussuf Hamis and Victor
Shemtov, and the Mayor of Beersheba.

The Sheikh told his many guests, en-
joying the traditional lamb on rice as
they reclined on carpets, that he would
tutn one of his rooms into a Beduin club.

BEGINNINGS OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT IN ARAB
HAMLETS
Some months ago the Ministry of In-
terior appointed in each of five small and
distant Arab villages an individual charg-
ed with handling the affairs of local resi-
dents with the various government de-
partments. The hamlets in question, being
too small and distant to have any form of
local guvernment at this stage, have suf-
fered until now from lack of attention to
their problems on the patt of the various
relevant ministries in such matters as li-
cences, identity cards, voters’ lists and
educational, health and welfare services,
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which are generally dealt with by local
government.

The Ministry of Interior has received
letters from the residents of these villages
in which they express their appreciation
for the new measures as a means of se-
curing  them better services. There have
also, on the other hand, been letters ex-
pressing opposition to the appointments,
mainly on the part of former village head-
men, mukhtars in Mandatory times, who
see the nmew system as a threat to their
positions of power and influence in the
village.

TRUSTEES APPOINTED FOR
HAMLETS OF BIR AL-SIKA AND
KHIRBAT YAMMA

Mr. Khamis Mahmoud Yassin Har-
zalal has been appointed Ministry of In-
terior Trustee for the villages of Bir al-
Sika and Khirbat Yamma in the Central
District near the Jordan border. These
villages have less than 700 inhabitants and
are removed from other population cen-
ters, while: prospects of establishing local
government there are poor. An offi.ial
was therefore needed through whom the
residents could be in contact with the
various government departments doing the
work normally executed by local bodies.
Two other trustees have already been ap-
pointed in localities presenting similar
problems.

5-YEAR MASTER PLAN FOR
ARAB VILLAGES

A five-year master plan to connect all
Arab villages to the national electricity grid
and to step up construction of housing
projects in Arab villages and towns has
been approved by the Minister of Deve-
lopment and Housing.

The plan envisages the linking to the
grid of 60 villages, with a population to-

gin during the nexc fiscal year — 15 vil
lages will be connected to the grid at an
estimated cost of IL3m.’ to be financed by
a special joint fund of the Government,
the Bank Hapoalim, and the Arab Bank.

The Housing Ministry plans to build
350 housing units in Arab villages in the
1962-63 fiscal year at a cost of IL.1.5m.

JOINT TOWN PLANNING COM-
MISSION FOR TEN ARAB
VILLAGES
At a town planning conference of Arab
local authority heads held recently in Haifa
by the Minorities Division of the Minis-
try of Interior, the Ministry’s Director-
General announced that a joint commis-
sion had been set up to handle the town
planning affairs of ten Western Galilee
villages. Reporting this, the Ministry’s
spokesmen added that the decision would «
transfer the responsibility for town plan-
ning decisions in the villages from the Re-
gional Town Planning Commission to the

new ission, made up of

tives of the villages themselves. The new
body would be assisted by a technical de.
partment to handle the technical and en-
gineering aspects and recommend the ap-
proval or rejection of building licence ap-
plications.

It was stressed that the building licence
fees would g0 to the new commission, which
would make use of the funds for deve-
lopment and planning purposes. Incident-
ally, such commissions are entitled to ex-
propriate  without  compensation up to
25% of the private land of a township
for public purposes such as road building
and development.

The conference was given various poin-
ters on planning problems by members of
the C ission for the Devel and

talling some 120,000 persons, at a cost of
about IL10m.
In the first stage of the plan — to be-

Planning of the Arab Village, headed by
M., Shimon, Iandman,, Disector . of .the
Ministry’s Minorities Division.
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