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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL RECEIVES THE EAST GERMAN

MINISTER AND AT.AB AMBASSADORS:

A rab  L eag u e  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  E l S a y e d  A b d e l K h a le d 

E a s s o u n a  r e c e i v e d  a t  h i s  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  L e a g u e 's  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h i s 

m o rn in g  H r . O t t o .  W en zer, E a s t  G erm an F o r e ig n  M i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e 

d e l e g a t i o n  a cc o m p a n y in g  h im .

He l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  s e p a r a t e l y  S r .A b d e l  M ohsen Z a l z a l a , 

E l  S a y e d  A b d e l S a lam  E a s k a ry  a n d  E l S ay ed  Hamad I s a  E l R e g e ib , 

A m b a ssa d o rs  o f  I r a q ,  L ib y a  a n d  K u w ait r e s p e c t i v e l y .

THE ELEVENTH LABOUR. AND SOCIAL AFFIXES CONFERENCE

OPENS T EIS EVENING:

T he e l e v e n t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  A rab  L a b o u r a n d  S o c i a l

A f f a i r s  C o n fe re n c e  o p e n e d  a t  7 p .m . t h i s  e v e n in g  a t  t h e  A rab  L eag u e 

H e a d q u a r t e r s  u n d e r  E l  S ay ed  Mahmoud E l M ahdi D e r o i ,  L ib y a n  U n d e r­

s e c r e t a r y  f o r  L a b o u r a n d  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  t o  s t u d y  "  L ab o u r a n d

I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  i n  A rab  C o u n t r i e s " .

I n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e  m e e t in g  E l  S a y e d  E l  D a r d i r i  Ahmed

I s m a i l ,  A rab  L eag u e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t
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th e  c o n fe r e n c e  f o r  s o c i a l  a f f a i r s  e x p e r t s  and  th e  se m in a rs  f o r 
s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  had  l a i d  down th e  r u l e s  o f  s o c i a l  re fo rm  and 
paved  th e  way f o r  w o rk e rs  i n  th e  s o c i a l  sp h e re  i n  Arab c o u n t r i e s 
to  r a i s e  th e  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e i r  u rb a n , r u r a l  and b e d o u in 
s o c i e t i e s .

He u n d e r l in e d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and 
e x p re s s e d  hope t h a t  th e  s t u d i e s  s u b m it te d  to  th e  c o n fe re n c e 
w ould  y i e l d  t h e i r  f r u i t .  (T ex t o f  th e  sp e e c h  a t t a c h e d 
h e r e w i th ) .

ile a n w h ile  th e  agenda  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  in c lu d e s ,  among 
o th e r  t h i n g s ,  th e  p ro b lem s o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  p r o d u c t i v i t y , 
v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  m anpower, la b o u r  p o l i c y ,  th e  s o c i a l  and 
econom ic e f f e c t s  o f  m e c h a n iz a tio n  a s  w e l l  a s  s o c i a l  w e lf a r e  f o r 
w o rk e rs , la b o u r  c u l t u r e  and r e l e v a n t  s u b j e c t s .

The A rab League L abour and  S o c ia l  A f f a i r s  D epartm en t 
h a s  p re p a r e d  recom m enda tions c o v e r in g  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e 
s u b j e c t  w ith  a  view  to  d r a f t i n g  a  la b o u r  c h a r t e r  b a se d  on 
i n d u s t r i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  betw een  A rab c o u n t r i e s  and th e 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  s t a t e  i n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l
d e v e lo p m e n t.
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ADERESS BY ARAB LEAGUE A3SISTAHT SECRETARY GEIIERAL EL SAY;3J 
a  D E.D 1H  AHMED ISMAIL IX  THS ELEVENTH S3SSI0IT OF TH3 LABOUR AMD 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS CONFEE3ITCE:

Mr. C hairm an, 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  S t a t e s  and O r g a n iz a t io n s , 
G en tlem en ,

A few  m onths ago th e  A rab League had  th e  p le a s u r e  t o  be 
th e  venue f o r  th e  se c o n d  s e s s io n  o f  th e  A rab L abour M i n i s t e r s ’ 
C o n fe re n c e . I t  had  a r r a n g e d  f o r  th e  m e e t in g , w elcom ed th e  d e le g a te s 
a n d  fo l lo w e d  up th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  t h e i r  r e s o l u t i o n s  and recommend­
a t i o n s .

Today, I  an  d e l i g h t e d  to  open th e  e le v e n th  s e s s io n  o f 
th e  L abour and  S o c ia l  A f f a i r s  C o n fe re n c e  s p o n s o re d  by th e  Labour and 
S o c ia l  Z .f f a i r s  D epartm en t o f  th e  G e n e ra l S e c r e t a r i a t . T h is  c o n fe re n c e 
w as, and  s t i l l  i s ,  th e  s p r in g b o a rd  f o r  la b o u r  and  s o c i a l  a f f a i r s 
g a th e r in g s  o f  v a r io u s  ty p e s  and  v a r i e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  The C o n fe re n c e s 
o f  s o c i a l  a f f a i r s  e x p e r t s  and  th e  s e m in a rs  f o r  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  w ere 
g u id in g  l i g h t s  a lo n g  th e  p a th  o f  s o c i a l  d ev e lopm en t in  th e  Arab w o rld .

T hese c o n fe r e n c e s  and  s e m in a rs  had  l a i d  d o w n .th e  g e n e ra l 
f o u n d a t io n  and th e  r u l e s  o f  s o c i a l  re fo rm  and  pav ed  th e  way f o r  w o rk e rs 
in  th e  s o c i a l  s p h e r e s  in  A rab c o u n t r i e s  to  r a i s e  th e  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e i r 
u rb a n , r u r a l  and  b e d o u in  s o c i e t i e s .  The s t a g e  th e  Zurab s o c i e ty  h as 
re a c h e d  a t  p r e s e n t  u n d e r l in e s  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  g o in g  beyond th e  p h a se 
o f  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  th e  p h a se  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  w hich  i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  age  i n  w hich  we l i v e ,  th e  age o f  a u to m a tio n 
and m e c h a n iz a tio n , o f  s c ie n c e  and  te c h n o lo g y .

I t  was n a t u r a l  f o r  t h e  G e n e ra l S e c r e t a r i a t  t o  c a tc h 
up w ith  s c i e n t i f i c  d e v e lo p m en t and  t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .  In

.............../ ...........



passing through the stage of development Ar
ab countries have headed 

to industrialization thereby seeding to sec
ure their future and raise 

the standard of living of their inhabitants
. Huge factories were 

established and oil flowed in Arab countrie
s supporting the industrial 

renaissance and rendering manpower the focu
s of industrial, economic 

and social development plans.

Hence it is that this session has been devo
ted to the problems 

emanating from industrialization and labors?
 and their relationship wit 

the social development plans. These problems can, in themselves, be 

an impediment to progress and to the fulfil
ment of the objectives of 

industrial and economic development plans i
n Arab countries.

It is a happy coincidence that your gatheri
ng cones in the wake 

of the Arab League Council's ratification o
f the Agreement on Labour 

Standards in the Arab Countries -Milch is a 
step towards the unificatio 

of Arab Labour legislations and which guara
ntees for the Arab worker 

a decent life that would enable him to atta
in progress and prosperity 

gradually until he roaches the desired targ
et.

This conference in also a prelude to a numb
er of technical 

specialized meetings called for by the Leag
ue’s Council in response 

to the resolutions of Arab Labour Ministers
 with a view to studying 

the subjects relating to social insurance, 
vocational training, 

productivity, labour culture and the movement of manpower
 and of Arab 

society as a whole.

Gentlemen,

The General Secretariat has placed before y
ou the gist of 

the experience of a select group of experts
 in industrialization, 

labour and social development in Arab count
ries. It has also submitted 

to you several studies prepared by the Labo
ur and Social Affairs
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D ep a rtn en t w ith  th e  s in c e r e  c o l la b o r a t io n  o f  s p e c ia l iz e d  p ro fe s s o r s 
who c o n i in e  to  t h e i r  ex p e r ie n c e  in  th e  f i e l d s  o f t h e i r  s p e c ia l iz a t i o n , 
knowledge and u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  probJew s o f  Arab w orld  and c o n d itio n s 
o f  th e  e n v lro E u e n t. The G eneral M io re ta x ia t i s  c o n f id e n t th a t  th e se 
s tu d i e s  would j'A sld t h e i r  f r u i t  i n  th s  shape o f  c o n s tru c t iv e  reconmend- 
a t io n s  a s  an outcome o f  jo u r  d e l ib e r a t io n s  and d is c u s s io n s  by which 
Arab c o u n tr ie s  would bo gu ided  in  t b s i r  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and deve lop­
ment e f f o r t s  and th rough  w hich th ey  seek  to  r e a l i s e  d ig n i t y ,  p r o s p e r i ty , 
s u f f i c ie n c y  and J u s t i c e  f o r  our Arab s o c ie ty .

I  a v a i l  m yself o f  tin ts  o p p o r tu n ity  to  thank  them on your 
b e h a lf  f o r  th e  knowledge and e x p e rien c e  w ith  w hich th e y  have fu rn is h e d 
u s  and f o r  t h e i r  genu ine  and. s in c e r e  c o o p e ra tio n  ev idenced  by th e 
docum ents p re se n te d  to  you,

I  a l s o  a s s u re  you o f  th e  f e d e r a l  S e c r e t a r i a t e  a p p re c ia t io n 
fo r  t h i s  re sp o n se  cn  th e  p a r t  o f  aeuber s t a t e s ,  i n t e r n a t io n a l , 
r e g io n a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a s  w e ll  a s  on th e  p a r t  o f  lab o u r 
o rg a n iz a t io n s  w hich com prise th e  w orking powers o f th e  Arab peop le 
who a re  b a s ic a l ly  in t e r e s t e d  in  any p ro g re s s  o r  developm ent sough t by 
our d ev e lo p in g  c o u a t r i e s ,  Th&zik you.
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