




AFLAQ SALUTES
ARAB REVOLUTIONARIES

Comrade Michael Aflaq, the Founder, Leader 
and Secretary General of the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party (ABSP) stated, on the ABSP's 29th anni
versary, that what always saved the Party and 
helped it to face and overcome all difficulties 
and follow up the struggle, was truthfulness to 
itself and to the masses.

He congratulated, in his address, which was 
broadcast over radio and TV network, all militant 
Baathists everywhere— those who have remained 
steadfast in struggle and persistently marched

Time Is Against Forces of Backwardness
ahead despile all hindrances, hardships and diffi
culties.

Comrade Aflaq said that the successful ex
periment in Iraq in its depth and steadfastness was 
not a gain for the ABSP only but constituted a 
factor of power for the whole Arab Nation 
because for the first time in modern Arab life 
such a revolutionary experiment was oeing conso
lidated and its roots being spread in town and 
countryside, among all groups and sectors of 
the people.

“ The Party," Comrade Aflaq said, "was born 
as a result of the sufferings undergone by the 
Arab masses and the challenges facing the Arab 
Nation. The Party has undergone many vilifica
tions and distortions because it was hold
ing new ideas and great objectives which en
dangered the interests of many powerful and do
minant segments in the society. The Party suffered 
much from the hostilities and conspiracies of 
these forces as they were more severe than those

hatched by the reactionary and imperialist forces. 
Besides, the Party suffered from conspiracies 
engineered by forces which were supposedly its 
allies along the paths of struggle".

Comrade Aflaq further said that the truthful
ness of the Party to itself and to the masses 
saved and helped it to face up to and overcome 
all difficulties and continue to march ahead. This 
was what enabled the Party to penetrate the 
hearts of the Arab masses who embraced it and

gave it more opportunities to serve them. These 
masses realised that the ABSP was the real em
bodiment of their aspirations and objectives.

"The ABSP was born under the conditions of the 
miseries of prevailing Arab backwardness. These 
conditions were not compatible with modern 
civilization... Therefore we had to re-assess our 
heritage to resuscitate our originality and the 
spirit of our national glory. This was how we 
reached the hearts of the masses because they 
were sure that the Party was the product of their 
land, climate and history. The more the masses 
clung to the Party's ideology and struggles, the 
more hostility was directed by imperialism and 
exploitative reactionary classes against the 
Party", he added.

Comrade Aflaq went on to say that, "when 
the Party realised with the late leader, Gamal 
Abdel-Nasser, the first experiment of unity in re
cent Arab history, imperialism, Zionism and re
actionary forces were gravely upset and stricken

with fear. They exploited the erroneous applica
tion of the experiment to undermine and destroy 
it; but the struggle of the Baathists in Iraq was 
so expanding that it became a mass torrent 
that achieved marvellous victory over the dicta
torial rule in the 14th of Ramadhan Revolution.

"This victory was a vengeance against the 
foiling of unity by the secessionist conspiracies 
and a unique opportunity to revive unity and 
wrest the initiative from the hands of imperialism, 
Zionism and reaction. But the lessons of secession 
and the failure of the experiment of unity were 
not availed of to transform the dictatorial menta
lity, so the Arab revolutionary forces remained 
disunited and at odds. The initiatives remained in 
the hands of the enemies who inflicted successive 
setbacks on November 18 (1963), February 23 
(1966) and June 5 (1967)".

Successful Experiment in Iraq

About the successful experiment of the Party, 
in Iraq, Comrade Aflaq said:

’ "In the first year of the Party's existence, 
when the number of the Baathists did not exceed 
some scores, the 1941 Revolution took place in 
Iraq. It was the first occasion through which the 
Party applied its ideology of unity and national
ism. This means, the Party viewed Iraq, from the 
outset, as having a prominent agd distinct role to 
play-

"When the Party began to have its organisation 
in Iraq in he early fifties, a new stage in the 
advance of the Party began. Since its beginning, 
that organisation was actually characterised by 
high spirit of struggle and by extraordinary per
severance due to the severity of oolitical circum
stances which were prevailing in the fifties on the 
one hand, and the type of strugglers who were at
tracted by the Party on the other. These qualities, 
which characterised the Party in Ira", gave it abun
dant continuity and experience of struggle and 
organisation and helped it overcome the setbacks 
inflicted on it and come out stronger in structure 
and richer in experience. These qualities made 
it capable to become the bastion of the entire 
Party.

"The successful experiment of 'he Party in 
Iraq to such a degree and with such depth and 
steadfastness is not a gain for the Baath Party 
only but it is a factor of power for the whole Arab 
nation. It is for the first time in its modern life 
that a revolutionary experiment is so consolidated 
that its rods penetrated into the masses in the

city and countryside and into all groups and seg
ments of the people. It ran parallel to the life 
of these masses and there was a fusion, which 
was expanding day after day, between the Party 
and the masses.

"A  Party with such qualities could not be 
built except by strugglers characterised by revo
lutionary morality, by serious commitment, by rich 
experience and experiments and by militant prac
tices and scientific spirit".

On the Leadership of the Party Comrade 
Aflaq said that "this Leadership gave the Party 
in Iraq distinctive place and features and realised 
for it a qualitative leap which gave off the potent
ialities of Iraq for the first time and with such 
expansion and momentum. It made Iraq, under 
the leadership of the Party, prepared for discharg
ing its pan-Arab commitments. Proceeding from 
the decisions of the Party's national and regional 
congresses it worked to build the Progressive 
Patriotic and National Front... It also strove for 
consolidating the relations between the Party and 
all revolutionary, national and progressive ranks 
in the Arab Homeland, first of which was the 
Palestine Resistance Movement... It also suc
ceeded in establishing strong relations with many 
liberation movements in the Third World, with the 
Non-aligned and socialist countries".

The Arab Situation
On the Arab conditions Comrade Aflaq said: 

"When we look profoundly at the internal Arab 
situation, we shall find that under the manifesta
tions of deterioration, disintegration and fighting 
and the looming of social diseases and rotten 
bigotries there are facts which call for optimism 
rather than for pessimism and despair... It is true 
that the reactionary forces and agent groups, 
directed by imperialism and Zionism, started the 
attack on the strongholds of the Arab revolution 
and its ranks — the national movements or the 
Palestine Resistance Movement. But the deeper 
actually was that these reactionary and agent 
groups were and are still fighting a defensive war. 
These groups are representatives of backward
ness, exploitation and corruption, of dying out 
layers of nescience, sick isolation and communal 
spite.

“ They stand in the way of a bright Arab 
future represented in the Palestine resistance and 
the movement of the toiling Arab masses as their 
struggle to wrest their rights and establish their 
progressive pan-Arab virtues threaten those iso
lationist groups and their agent leadership with 
imminent elimination. Time is runing counter 
to the movement of these exploitative and back
ward groups...", Comrade Aflaq said
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Military commanders congratulating Comrade Ahmed 
Hassan al-Bakr on the occasion of April 7 anniversary

Comrade Saddam Hussein attending the festival organised 
by the General Federation of Iraqi Women on the anni
versary of the founding of the Party.
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Dr. Izzat Mustafa, member of the Regional Leadership 
of the ABSP, Minister of Health, opened on April 7, 
1976 the Party's Exhibition.

Mr. Taha Jazrawi, member of the Regional Leadership 
of the ABSP, Minister of Industry and Minerals, laying 
the foundation stone of the phosphate mines in Akkashat

On behalf of the Party, Mr. Na’eem Haddad, member of 
the Regional Leadership of .he ABSP, Minister of Youth, 
addressing the big festival and parade organised on 
April 7



Scenes from the parade and festival held on April 7

| A B S P  U N D E R S C O R E S  R E A L IS M ~

When the Arab Baath movement first emer
ged in the early forties, the Palestine issue was 
subjected to an imperialist-Zionist conspiracy 
which ended up in the usurpation of Arab Pales
tine and the emergence of the Zionist "Israel” .

Although the Baath commanded meagre 
potentialities at that phase of contemporary Arab 
history, it shouldered a distinguished role in expo
sing and resisting the sinister imperialist-Zionist 
designs. When President Rossevelt of the US 
declared, in 1945, support for Zionist immigration 
to Palestine, the Baath presented a protest me
morandum to the US Minister plenipotentiary in 
Syria stressing the Arab's rejection of the ex
ploitation of the their land by any foreign power.

Since the foundation of the Arab Baath So
cialist Party (ABSP) in 1947, the Palestine issue 
has been treated as the central issue of Arab 
struggle which necessitated unification of Arab 
revolutionary forces for the mobilisation of Arab 
mass resistance against the usurpation of Pales
tine and its dismemberment from the Arab home
land.

ABSP's attitude, right from its first Constituent 
Congress, centered around Arab Palestine.

Immediately after the UN resolution partition
ing Palestine and establishing the Zionist entity, 
the Party called for a people's war of liberation 
to recover the usurped right. 'Salvation garri
sons' were formed for volunteers who, together 
with the leadership of the Party, joined in an armed 
struggle against imperialism, Zionism, defeatism 
and its mongers. Meanwhile, the Party carried 
out an intensive programme of explaining the fac
tor behind the loss of Palestine, confirming that 
Arab reactionary governments of the time had 
been the cause of that loss due to their connec
tion with imperialist powers which carried out 
the Palestine usurpation conspiracy.

Besides defining these factors, the ABSP 
steadily put forth practical formulae for the libera
tion of Palestine from Zionist usurpation. In ad- 
dition to calling upon the Arab goverments to 
secure and foster Arab efforts, the party stressed 
the necessiy of adopting measures against those 
who uphold, sponsor and help the Zionist entity 
in defiance of the Arab just right in Palestine.

This attitude of the Party confirms the sup
reme and profound standard of consciousness

15



it always maintained within the context of its out
look to the Palestine issue. In fact, this attitude 
lad been inherent in the Arab cause of Palestine, 
in the sense that no Arab is unaware of the fact 
that the Palestine issue is today the most serious 
problem in the Arab daily life.

Hence, the ABSP has been struggling for the 
adoption of scientific revolutionary techniques 
for solving the Palestine issue because the prob
lem. as confirmed by the Party's literature, is so 
serious as to occupy a central position in the 
Arab struggle, notably as:

First, all Arab states face the threat because 
the aim of Zionism is not confined to Palestine, 
but extends to the whole Arab area from the 
Euphrates to the Nile", with Palestine constitut

ing a spring-board, as has been proved by the 
present Zionist occupation of territories belong
ing to three Arab states.

Secondly, all the pro-Zionist powers are 
forced to do so by the prerequisites of their inter
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nual rate of increase of 56 per cent. Likewise, 
graduates of industrial schools will rise from 1373 
in 1974-75 to 7354 in 1979-80.

As to agricultural education, there will be an 
increase from 1680 in 1974-75 to 5304 in 1979-80, 
with the number of graduates expected to rise 
from 1200 to 3396 respectively.

Vocational training and rehabilitation centres 
play an important role in the preparation of the 
skilled manpower needed in the development 
process. Thus, decentralised initiatives have had 
exceptional significance, as the objective of voca
tional training is represented in the transforma-

tion of producti
for the enhanc
personnels.Ther
ars in various fie
satile as to cov
addition to due 
tion.

The formula
up by the ABS
levels is a sure 
social programm
domination of c
in the country.

R E P O R T



pularising culture in the country* 
side has become a necessity 
dictated by the existing changes 
in the rural economic, social 
and cultural structure.

Proceeding from the Revolu
tion's aims in raising the politi
cal, social and economic stand
ards of the peasants and enabl
ing them to effectively partici
pate in laying down and support
ing the foundations of the social
ist transformations in the country 
and accomplish the comprehen
sive agricultural revolution, the 
State Organisation for Peasant s 
Culture, was formed. The task of 
this cultural establishment in co
operation with other competent 
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F A C T S  A B O U T  P A L E S T I N E

W h a t  Z i o n i s t s  W a n t
B e h i n d  t h e  ' b r i g h t "  p i c t u r e  w h i c h  Z i o n i s t s 

r e p r e s e n t  a b o u t  " I s r a e l "  i n  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  c a p t i v e ,  t h e  t r u t h  o f  o c c u 
p a t i o n  r e s o u n d s  d e e p  d o w n  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f 
Z i o n i s t  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  e i t h e r  c o n f r o n t  t h e  w o r l d 
w i t h  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a u d a c i t y  o r  e x c e e d  t h e  l i m i t 
i n  g o i n g  t o o  f a r  i n  t h e i r  m a n i a  o f  r a c i a l i s m .

Z i o n i s t s  i n d i f f e r e n t l y  w r i t e  i n  o t h e r s ’ p a p e r s 
t e r m s  l i k e  ’ p e a c e ' ,  ' p r o t e c t i o n '  a n d  ' p e r s e c u 
t i o n ' .  B u t  i n  t h e i r  o w n  p a p e r s  t h e y  w r i t e :  " T h e 
o b j e c t i v e  t h a t  w i l l  j u s t i f y  t h e  p r e s e n t  b l o o d s h e d 
( p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  A r a b s ) ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  p r o t e c t 

t h e  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i s :  t o 
b r e a k  t h e m ,  t o  s t r i k e  a t  t h e m  t i l l  a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  t o 
s m a s h ,  e x t e r m i n a t e ,  d e s t r o y  a n d  k i l l  —  s o  a s  t o 
b r e a k  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  w i l l .  W e 
m u s t  s h a t t e r  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s h e l l  t h a t  p r o t e c t s 

t h e  A r a b s  f r o m  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  I s r a e l " . 
( Y o s e f  L a p i d ,  M a a r i v  9  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 3 ) .  H e n c e 
t h e  Z i o n i s t  p l a n  a t  p r e s e n t  h a s  b e c o m e  t o o  d i f f i -
c u l t  t o  c a m o u f l a g e .

F a c t s  a n d  P r o p a g a n d a
R e p e t i t i o n  s o m e t i m e s  b e c o m e s  d a n g e r o u s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  i t  i s  e m p l o y e d  f o r  a  d e f i n i t e  p u r 
p o s e .  Z i o n i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  p r o p a g a n d a  o n  t h i s  f a c t , 
t h e y  k e p t  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  p r o t e s t i n g  v o i c e s  o f 
h u m a n i t y  b y  r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  P a l e s t i n e  w a s  a  d e s e r t 
w h e n  t h e y  c a m e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  " s t a t e " .  U n d o u b 
t e d l y ,  a n y  p e r s o n  w i t h  c o m m o n  s e n s e  w o u l d  c a t e 
g o r i c a l l y  r e f u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e 
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  c a l l e d  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  i n h a b i t e d  b y 
A r a b s  w a s  a  d e s e r t  w a i t i n g  f o r  Z i o n i s t s  t o  " m a k e 
i t  b l o o m " .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Z i o n i s t s  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e 
i n c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  c l a i m s  a n d  o v e r c o n f i d e n t l y 
c a r r i e d  o n ,  u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  r e a c 
t i o n s  w h i c h  w o u l d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a r i s e .

T h e y ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e n t  t o o  f a r ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t 
t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l s  m a d e  c o n t r a d i c t i n g 
s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h i n k i n g  o n  t h e i r  p a r t  t h a t  a s  l o n g 
a s  t h e i r  m y t h s  w e r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p r o p a g a t e d , 
t h e y  w e r e  i n  n o  d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  r e f u t e d .  S o  i t 
r e a c h e d  a  s t a g e  a m o u n t i n g  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a n d 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  w h e n  M o s h e 
D a y a n  i n  a  r e p o r t  t o  " Y e d i o t  A h a r o n o t " ,  J a n u a r y 
1 0 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  s a i d :  " W e  s h o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e 
s t a t e  o f  I s r a e l  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f 
t h e  A r a b s  a n d  o n  t h e i r  l a n d ,  w e  d i d  n o t  c o m e 
t o  a n  e m p t y  s p a c e .  H e r e  A r a b s  u s e d  t o  l i v e  a n d

w e  a r e  s e t t l i n g  J e w s  i n  p l a c e s  w h e r e  A r a b s  l i v e d . 
W e  a r e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  a n  A r a b  s t a t e  i n t o  a  J e w i s h 
o n e " .

D a y a n ,  i t  s e e m s ,  w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e 
w o r l d  s u p p o r t e d  h i m  a n d  h i s  g a n g  o f  k i l l e r s .  I n 
1 9 6 8  h e  s t a t e d  t h e  r e a l  a i m s  b e h i n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e 
o f  a  Z i o n i s t  e n t i t y .  H e  s a i d ,  " e v e r y w h e r e  w e  g e t 
a  n e w  p i e c e  o f  l a n d ,  w e  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i s p o s e  o f  i t s 
r e a l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e  A r a b s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  A r a b s 
d o n ' t  a g r e e  t o  o u r  a c t i o n s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  i f  w e  w a n t 
o u r  a c t i o n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o 
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  w a g i n g  a  w a r  o f  E X T E R M I N A T I O N 
a g a i n s t  t h e  A r a b s " ’

( J e r u s a l e m  P o s t ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 6 8 ) .
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wards Japan. Really, this is a precious chance for 
the Japanese people to ponder on the future path 
for Japan to follow. Whether Japan will rediscover 
its own hidden potentially and will be able to 
change as a country to win confidence among the 
peoples of the world thereby contributing to real 
peace and welfare of the peoples of the world, 
largely depends on the Japanese people's deter
mination to work for the establishment of justice 
in the international sphere. Japanese people 
should re-read their own peaceful constitution ex
pressing the Japanese nation's wish to get res
pectable position in the world community and 
urging them to respect the sovereignty of other 
nations and admonishing them not to concentrate 
only on their own affairs.

Lastly I want to emphasise the necessity of 



Books

Signposts To Destruction

by: Michael Adams 
Published by The Council for the Advancement 

of Arab-Brilish Understanding pp. 14 
Reviewed by: Medhat Magar

' ‘Truthfully'’, quotes Mr. Michael Adams a 
Jewish woman in a booklet entitled "Signposts to 
Destruction", "what is nicer: a nationalist Arab 
village or a Jewish national park?" Certainly the 
author would never think of asking the same, 
question, because he believes that what has be
fallen the Palestinian Arabs is an unprecedented 
barbarity in a civilized world.

the occupied territories. Of course
is clear, as Mr. Adams says; but wh
opinion? It seems that this remains
be answered.

Under two titles called "Intern
tion" and "publicity given to Israel’
Policy” , Mr. Adams briefly explai
from two or three intellectuals like 
sell and Arnold Toynbee, and a p
"The Middle East and North Africa
ion remained apathetic amidst the 
fervour of financial and military s
Zionist entity, amidst the expulsio
ian Arabs, the destruction and dyn
lages, the seizure of property and t
of women and children. Apart from
protesting voices which were qui
the conspiracy of silence continu
and the term colonisation was repla
misms like 'pioneering’ making
bloom!"
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MODERN ART IN IRAQ 
ON A HIGH LEVEL

by Dr. J. Beekmans, 
Member of the Netherlands

Parliament

Most likely, most Dutchmen 
will, in connection with art in 
Iraq, think of Sumerian or As
syrian art. Few will realize that 
Iraq in the past tens of years 
has produced a number of

modern artists, who can com
pare brilliantly with their Europ
ean and American colleagues. 
Since Arabic music sounds 
somewhat strange to most 
Western ears, it is much more 
difficult to judge, although the 
great success of e.g., the lute
player Muneer Bashir in the West
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should not be forgotten. It is 
above all the art of design which 
is very comprehensive to us.

Cradle:

The cradle of our civilization 
lies in old Mesopotamia, con
temporary Iraq. Only think of the 
place of Paradise, the birthplace 
of Abraham or the laws of Ham
murabi, king of Babylon. Almost 
everybody will link the name 
of Baghdad to Ihe famous stor
ies of "Thousand-and-one Night". 
Archeological connoisseurs will 
have much to enjoy in Iraq. The 
monuments are magnificent and 
the muses unique. Such in spite

of the fact that many of the 
historical treasures have been 
removed to Europe in the last 
century. One only needs to think 
of the gate of Babylon in Berlin 
and the huge statues of the 
Babylonians and the Assyrians 
in Paris and London.

Modern:
Modern art in all its manifesta

tions is stimulated by the Iraqi 
Government. Since the Second 
World War many artists had the 
chance to orientate themselves 
all over the world. In the art of 
design one can clearly recog
nize influences of Gaugan, 
Matisse, Picasso, Rodin or 
Henry Moore. Yet, most modern 
pieces of art radiate quite a 
charm of their own.

In 1974, the first Biennale of 
Arabic art was held in Baghdad 
which was a great success. The 
works of Iraqi artists were 
clearly superior to the rest. Also 
expositions of European modern 
art are organized, there was 
a fascinating exposition of 
modern art from the Federal 
Republic of Germany. In another 
exposition room three young 
Iraqi designers showed very im
pressive work.

Perhaps an exchange of artis
tic manifestations between Iraq 
and the Netherlands can be
come a reality in the near future. 
Many of us would like to 
acquaint ourselves with objects 
from. Biblical times or with 
modern art from this country, 
which is not too well-known to
us.

(*) This article was published in 
"The Gelderlander" of Netherlands 
of February 13, 1976.



PRESS OPINION

ATH-THAWRA (Iraq)

Anniversary of Signing Iraqi-Soviet Friendship 
And Cooperation Treaty

in its editorial marking the fourth anniver
sary of signing the 15-year Iraqi-Soviet Friendship 
and Cooperation Treaty of April 9, 1972, "Ath- 
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NEWS IN BRIEF

PRESIDENT BAKR AND SOVIET LEADERS 
EXCHANGE CABLES OF CONGRATULATIONS

President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, has sent 
a cable of congratulations to Leonid Brezhnev, 
General Secretary of the CPSU Central Commit
tee. Nikolai Podgorny, President of the Presidium 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet and Alexie Kosygin, 
Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers on the 
occasion of the fourth anniversary of the signing 
of the 15-year Iraqi-Soviet Friendshio and Co
operation Treaty.

In his cable President Bakr said: “ The Friend
ship and Cooperation Treaty has played an im
portant role in eleva'ing the relations between the 
two friendly countries to a higher level in the poli
tical, economic, cultural and other fields” .

MRS. HUSSEIN FELICITA

Mrs. Hussein, wife of
Saddam Hussein, on Ap
in honour of Mrs. al-M
wife of President Habib 

Mrs. Bourguiba arriv
4, on a few days visit t
panied by the Tunisian M
number of journalists.

IRAQ PARTICIPATES IN 
FESTIVAL

Iraq is participating
Festival opened in Londo
on 8th April.

A delegation headed
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